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Village Voice

 Fun Quiz Night
Proceeds going to Addenbrooke‛s Breast Cancer Unit
Hinxworth Village Hall Saturday 22nd September 
7.30p.m for 7.45p.m start.Teams up to 6 people max

Price: £1.50 per person. Raffle and Refreshments 
Please contact Helene Donohoe on 01462 
743213  for more details and entry form.

Happy Birthday, Elgar!
 We know the date is in your diary for the concert celebrating the 

150th anniversary of Sir Edward Elgar’s birth. This is to let you know 
that tickets are now available.

Saturday October 6th – Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall – 7.30 
pm - £10 per head including a glass of wine, £5 under 16s.The Lyra 
String Quartet - Clare Finnimore and friends - will be giving us a virtuoso 
performance of some of Elgar’s well known works and, as usual with the 
quartet’s evenings, it promises to be an occasion not to be missed.

We are also delighted to tell you that the concert is being supported 
by “Arts Aloud”, the Community Touring Scheme for Mid Bedfordshire 
which supports cultural events in the county and which has generously 
agreed to contribute 50% of our costs.

This will be the first concert to be held in the refurbished Village 
Hall, so let’s make it the best yet and us all have a great evening. See you 
there! For tickets please call Heather or Michael on 01767 315094 or 
email royal_penguin@hotmail.com

It‛s Quiz Time Again!
After the long, hazy and sun-drenched summer we have had (in your 
dreams we hear you say – and yes, that’s probably where it will stay!) it 
will soon be time to sweep away all those mental cobwebs, start getting 
those cerebral cells into gear and begin brushing up on trivia that will 
hopefully come in handy.
Yes! Our annual Multi-Venue Quiz will soon be upon us – Saturday 
October  20th  - 7.00 pm.
If you would like to host a venue, that would be great. A fun evening 
with friends – very different – pitch your knowledge against other 
households in the villages. The more hosts there are, the more successful 
will be the evening. Last year there were 11 households, this year the 
target is 15. And why not? The combined knowledge and intelligence 
of Village Voice readers is awesome! Let’s embrace this and make the 
evening a great success.
However,  we need hosts to make it happen. Not too onerous. Just a few 
friends, say eight to ten, round for the evening and that’s it really. If you 
would like to be a host or need more information please call Heather or 
Michael on 01767 315094 or email royal_penguin@hotmail.com

Welcome Stuart and Family               
The Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth 
has a new landlord, Stuart Parsons. 
Stuart, his wife Jane and their 
daughters Justine and Tabitha have 
taken over from Steve and Debbie 
Hawthorn who have moved to 
Edworth. Stuart and his family 
come from Baldock. He is a civil 
servant working in Henlow. His wife Jane has been in catering for over 
20 years. Justine and Tabitha are both commis chefs,  trained by Jane. 
Stuart said, “We talked about this for years, this pub came up and we 
fell in love with it as soon as we came here so we said, ‘let’s go for it.’ We 
have a bar menu that we’re running all week, plus a specials board that 
changes daily. We have an a la carte menu we’re running on Friday and 
Saturday nights throughout the pub.” Stuart plays the guitar and has plans 
for occasional music nights which he will chair. “It will be acoustic only, 
semi-unplugged, with a small PA system so that customers will be able 
to hear, without deafening and upsetting the neighbours.”

brain teasers and tapas
“We thought we’d try a Sunday night quiz once things have settled down. 
There will be quiz sheets on the bar, £1 per entry. There will be tapas 
food on the tables so you can sit down with a drink and enjoy the quiz. 
At the end of the evening, we’ll collect in the  sheets, there’ll be a prize 
of a bottle of wine or a box of chocolates, and  money will go to charity. 
The best thing  about moving here has been the warm welcome and the 
goodwill that we’ve had from people. We’ve had a lot of compliments on 
the food too.  Long term we’d like an extension to the back of the pub, 
an atrium type conservatory so that more people can dine and look out 
on that lovely garden.”  We wish them all the best in their new life.
Three Hoseshoes opening hours:

Sunday 11.30 am-10.30 pm. Food 12 - 3 pm.

Monday 11.30 am - 3pm, and 6pm-11 pm. Food 12 pm -2 pm

Tues-Thurs 11.30 am - 3 pm and 6 pm-11 pm. Food 12-2 & 6-8.30 pm

Friday 11.30 am - 3 pm and 6 pm - 11pm. Food 12-2 pm  &  6-9 pm

Saturday 11.30 am - 11 pm. Food 12-3 pm & 6-9 pm.

Justine, Stuart and Jane  welcome you

Steve and Debbie move
Steve and Debbie Hawthorn have 

moved from the Three Horseshoes. The 
good news is  they have only moved as far 
as Edworth where Steve hopes to estab-
lish himself as a handyman - a business 
in which his thirty-six years in furniture 
manufacturing could be useful. We wish 
them both well in their new home.



Dates for your Diary
September 22nd Fun Quiz in Hinxworth Village Hall in aid of Addenbrookes 
Breast Cancer Unit. More information from Helene Donohoe 01462 743213.
Sept 22nd St Mary’s Ashwell Harvest Supper & Barn Dance 01462 742746
Sept 29/30 Ashwell Book Weekend, see details opposite.
October 6th 7.30 pm Lyra String Quartet Elgar Concert - Contact Michael or 
Heather Baim for ticketson 01767 315094.
October 20th Multi venue village quiz. Contact Michael or Heather Baim on 
01767 315094 for tickets.
November 17th Village Supper, Village Hall, Hinxworth. Book the date.
December  9th 12.30 pm  St Nicholas  Festival Lunch. Village Hall.

During the summer period, the Art Society abandons the village hall on 
Wednesday mornings for a few weeks, to set about the rather challenging 
persuit of painting outdoors. This can be a daunting prospect - how 
to choose a subject and turn the intimidating sheet of gleaming white 
paper into an acceptable painting - all in a couple of hours! It is not 
for the faint hearted. However, help was at hand on two of our recent 
Wednesday mornings. Under the expert guidance of local artist James 
Willis workshops were held in the delightful gardens of Janet Fair and 
Jean Wilkinson and some of our fears were banished! 
   The sun shone - paintings were produced - encouragement given 
- tea and cakes provided.  There is something rather special about an 
enthusiastic group of people painting watercolours in Hinxworth gardens.
Long may it continue.
Gordon Hayden 

Artists brave the outdoors

Eighth Ashwell Book Weekend
This is your annual opportunity to get rid of the books you’ve read, 

and pick up next year’s reading. This year it will be held in St Mary’s 
Church, Ashwell on Saturday September 29th from 10 am until 5 pm and 
on Sunday September 30th from 12 noon until 5 pm, admission £1. If 
you have books to give, please take them to St Mary’s on Sept 23rd from 
noon until 5 pm. Sept 24-27th from 10 am - 5pm, and on Sept 28th 
from 10 am until 1 pm. If you have too many books to move yourself, 
ring Caroline Feast on 01462 743233 to arrange collection.

Emily and Richard wed

Emily King, daughter of Harry 
and Jill King of Chapel Street, 
Hinxworth, and Richard Ber-
ry were married at St Nicholas 
Church on June 30th. 

 Edworth then and now 

picture:Brenda Tombs

A Very Fishy Tale
Once upon a time, not so very long ago, a Hinxworth resident was 
surprised, upon opening his back door, to see that a present had been 
left. It was wrapped in birthday paper and had a loving note attached. 
This was rather puzzling as no one in the family had a birthday at that 
time and he couldn’t think who would have left it or for whom it was 
intended, as there were no names on the note.

strange gift indeed
However, he presented it to his wife who was unable to contain her 
curosity. Thinking it would be a large tin of yummy chocolates or several 
bottles of expensive perfume she carefully opened the wrapping and 
peeked inside. To her dismay she saw a very large tin of tuna chunks. A 
strange gift indeed! If its rightful owner would like to retrieve it, please 
apply to the editor. If not claimed, a fishy feast will be held at the finder’s 
residence. when silent thanks will be raised to the generous donor.

 
On July 8th after the Church Fun Day we were driven up to Birming-

ham ready for the start on the Monday.  On Monday  we set off from 
Catherine De Barnes at 10-30am on our 21mile ride to Radford Semele. 
We knew the first two days the towpath might  not be too good for 
cycling and soon found it to be true after a lot of rain the night before. 
Where we had to we did short sections on a road if there was one. We 
got to Hatton Locks where there were 21 in two miles, quite a sight. Past 
Warwick to Radford Semele the path was much better. On Tuesday 10th  
we rode 25 miles  to Weedon stopping for lunch in Braunston. It was 
a long hard day.  After a good night’s rest we started out on a 28 mile 
ride to Milton Keynes. The towpath was much better and we arrived at 
Stoke Bruerne to be met by our wives and friends for lunch, followed by 
a good ride to The Peartree at Milton Keynes.  That evening, knowing 
we had a 34 mile ride the next day, we decided that for both our sakes 
we should extend our trip by one day. 

generous Geoff and a treat
By lunch time next day our wives had found us a B&B near Tring and 
after a good ride we arrived  at 5pm to be met by Geoff and Jenny at 
their old farm house. Geoff also has Parkinson’s, and  that evening they 
took us to their local for a meal, their treat. We added  the cost of the 
meal  to our sponsorship. On Friday 13th we rode 15 miles to The King’s 
Lodge at Hunton Bridge just past the M25, a nice trip down through 
Berkhamstead and Hemel Hempstead. On Saturday we cycled the last 
13 miles of pretty countryside and good towpath to The Swan & Bottle 
at New Denham to be met by our wives at 12-30pm for the finish and 
lunch, then driven back to Hinxworth. 

you can still do it
This was a trip of a lifetime, and shows that whatever your age, whatever 
you have wrong with you, when you put your mind to it you can still do 
it. Our thanks go to our wives for their support in helping us achieve it, 
and to all of you who sponsored us to get to £670. You made the trip 
feel all the more worth while. 
The two Johns, Cheney and Tookey.  

Senior cyclists raise £670 for 
Parkinson‛s Disease Society

Distraction Burglaries
Our  Police Community Support 

Officer Tracy Kennedy reports, “we 
have had several Distraction Burgla-
ries in the villages over the last couple 
of weeks. This has involved two males 
driving a black Mercedes saloon with 
two rear exhausts on a ‘56’ or ‘54’ reg-
istration plate. The males have been 
described as both Indian/Pakistani or 
white. They have targeted the elderly 
and have pretended to be from the 
Water Board. One male has gone to 
the rear of the premises and one to 
the front door.”

take no chances
Police advice is to please be vigi-
lant, and ask for proof of iden-
tity.  If the caller doesn’t have 
an appointment, check with the 
authority using the phone book 
number. Genuine callers won’t 
mind you checking. If you have 
any suspicions at all, do not let the 
caller into your home. If you think 
you may be at risk, call the Police 
by dialling 999.



Hinxworth Parish Council

continued in columns 3 and 4

     Minutes of the meeting held on August 2nd in the village hall. 
Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes were accepted as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman.
Correspondence: The Parish Council have received a request from St 
Nicholas P.C.C. to erect  a sign for the direction to the Church. This 
would be in addition to the sign erected by the Parish Council at the 
junction of New Inn Road and the High Street last year. The Councillors 
were in agreement that the Church is at present well sign posted and 
quite prominent within the Village. They would therefore not be able to 
fund an additional sign. Wendy Kitchener to notify St Nicholas P.C.C. 
of the Parish Council’s decision.
 Village Hall:  Programme for Refurbishment: The snagging has yet 
to be completed by the builders  Conamar. Village Hall Management 
Committee: The Parish Council has now received the itemised budget 
for the Village Hall for 2007 from the Chairman of the Village Hall 
Management Committee. The Budget is based on provisional figures, 
as 2007 is the first year of operation of the Village Hall since the 
refurbishment.   Wendy Kitchener is to write to the Chairman of the 
Village Hall Management Committee on both of the above.  
Planning: Nothing to report.
Finance: Annual Accounts 2006/2007. The Chairman signed the 
accounts on behalf of the Parish Council with the unanimous agreement 
of the Parish Councillors. On behalf of the Parish Council he extended his 
thanks to Tony Devaney for yet again auditing the accounts. The current 
financial position was circulated to the Councillors. Paul Watler is to 
investigate the background to the small dividend receipt. He will also see 
how long the lease on the Village Hall Car Park has to run. Recreation 
Ground: ROSPA Report - The Parish Council is now awaiting a price 
list from replacement parts for the rectification of  the low and medium 
risk items detailed in the report. Guy Fawkes Night Bonfire: Paul Watler 
requested the persons responsible for this annual event be asked to ensure 
the site is cleared after the event.  Wendy Kitchener will speak to the 
organisers of the event.  The Tennis Court: The Councillors agreed no 
change to the current annual subscription of £22. 

 Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads:- Do not forget please 
it is necessary for all road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways 
Fault Line – 01438-737320 to report a fault. Please when ringing ask 
for a log number of the call.

 Village Items:The Parish Council has not received any further cor-
respondence from Hertfordshire Highways regarding work to be carried 
out. Having written to David Stutley, regarding the flooding of the land 
along side Orchard Lodge, the Parish Council is still awaiting a reply. In 
the meantime they have received photographs of the flooded area and will 
forward these to Eoin Bell, Countryside Access Officer, Hertfordshire 
County Council. 
    Paths in Parishes: Hertfordshire County Council has produced a 
consultation questionnaire for ‘Paths in Parishes for People’. A meeting 
will take place on 6th October and Simon Marlow will attend.  
Francis Road: During the harvest time a combine has to travel along 
Francis Road to obtain access to fields at the rear of the bungalows. This 
happens on a couple of occasions each year and usually causes little 
problem. This year however the farmer, having called on and requested 
householders to park their cars off road, it appeared for whatever reason 
the cars were remained parked on the road. This led to the combine 
having to mount the grass kerb opposite.The grass kerbs were therefore 
‘churned up’ leading to the resulting complaints. The Parish Councillors 
suggested the farmer be contacted to ask if he could, in future years put 
a notice through the doors in Francis Road giving some indication of 
the date and time the combine would be needing access along Francis 
Road. Wendy Kitchener will contact the Farmer.
    Police Matters: Speed Trap - These are now taking place during peak 
times. The Parish Councillors are still concerned vehicles are still travelling 
through the Village at excessive speed. It may be necessary to see if there 
are any further measures they can take with regard to this.   
    Environmental Issues: Household Bin Collection - The Parish 

Councillors require their objection to the current proposal to have an 
alternate week collection of household bins to be put on record.  A 
number of the villagers are concerned their household waste bin will 
be full to overflowing within a week. What are they to do with any 
additional household waste during the period? Wendy Kitchener will 
write to N.H.D.C.  Plastic Bottle Bank: - This is now in place in the 
Village Hall Car Park. Would all Village Residents please follow the 
instructions as detailed on the container.
    Any Other Business: Clay Busters  - The Councillors are concerned 
to see the current advertising regarding the Clay Pigeon Shooting likely 
to take place in the area in conjunction with Stutley Brothers. The Parish 
Council in response to the Planning Application for Manor Farm in 2006 
stated that they would not agree to the Farm being used for commercial 
purposes.  Wendy Kitchener to contact N.H.D.C. 

Date of the Next Meeting: On Thursday September 6th 2007 at 8.00 
pm in the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council      

continued from columns 1 and 2

On Sunday July 22nd, Verity and Julie Benham completed the Bedford 
Race for Life, in aid of Cancer Research UK.  They were determined 
to run all the way and succeeded in 33mins and 39 secs! They ran in 
memory of very close family and friends who recently lost their battles 
with cancer and those who are stoically battling on.  Pictured, centre is 
Jill, (Julie’s sister-in-law and Verity’s auntie), who bravely completed the 
course, despite having recently undergone major surgery in connection 
with her fight against cancer. To date they have raised collectively nearly 
£2000 but it is still not too late to make a donation to Race for Life c/o 
The Knole, New Inn Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HE. A very big thank you 
to all those people who have already sponsored them.

Race for Life 2007

Robin Meadows 1936-2007
Robin Meadows died peacefully at his home in 

Homefield on August 2nd. He was born in India 
in 1936, married Janet in 1966. They had met at 
Brandt’s Bank. Robin worked as an investment 
manager for Lloyds Bank, then for the Shaftesbury 
Society.  In recent years he worked for Sainsburys at 
Biggleswade. The family moved to Hinxworth from 
Radlett in 1995. Robin was a faithful member of St 
Nicholas Church, serving for some years as church-
warden.  He regularly led intercessions in church and was a founder 
member of the Mustard Seed discussion group.He represented the par-
ish on the Deanery Synod.  “Whenever I took a service at St Nicholas 
Church, Robin was always there getting the place ready for worship, 
handing out books, welcoming people and helping in any way he could,” 
said Village Voice editor Patrick Forbes. “I shall miss him.”

Robin and Janet had five children, three sons and two daughters. A 
memorial service to give thanks for Robin was held at St Nicholas Church 
on Friday August 31st. May he rest in peace and rise in glory.



Sunday 2nd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 9th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 16th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
                     4.30 pm Harvest Evensong, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 23rd 9.15 am Harvest  Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
            9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday Sept 30th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Church Services - SeptemberOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. 01462 742015, e-mail: fool1@tiscali.co.uk

 copy date 
Please send all copy and pic-
tures for October Village Voice to 
Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, 
Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  
email to  fool1@tiscali.co.uk by 
September 20th.  Village Voice can 
be read at www.hinxworth.com 
This could be useful for relatives 
and friends abroad.

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays September13th and 27th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

Village Walk
Join us for a stimulating walk 
through the countryside and a pub 
lunch on Friday September 28th. 
Meet at 10.30 am outside the 
Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth. All 
welcome, especially newcomers.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Soup Lunch
This month’s soup lunch will be 
served on Friday September 14th 
in the Village Hall, Francis Road, 
Hinxworth from 12.30 pm until 2 
pm. Best talk, soup and puddings 
for miles around. Prove us wrong!

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 

Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

What should I do if I witness a crime? 
If you see a crime or offence being committed report it - or ask someone 
else to report it if you can’t leave the scene. If the incident is very seri-
ous or someone is badly injured and an immediate police response is 
required, call 999. In other circumstances, phone 0845 33 00 222 and 
an operator will connect you to the correct resources.

have a go - but safely
If the incident involves violence, you should not intervene unless you are 
confident you can do so safely. Instead, call the police immediately. If you 
are a witness to an incident then you may need to describe to police who 
was involved or explain in detail what actually happened. Pay attention 
to people’s height, build, hair colour and length and in particular their 
clothes. Write down what you saw if you possibly can. 

If the crime occurs in Hertfordshire, please contact our main central 
switchboard number – 0845 33 00 222.

what will the police want to know?
The police will normally want to know the following information:
• Your name and address 
• The telephone number you are calling from 
• A main contact number (mobile or home number) 
• The exact location of the incident you are reporting 
• The nature of the incident 
• Descriptions of the people involved 
• Whether you are a witness to the incident or reporting it on 
behalf of someone else 
• If you are still watching the incident, you may be asked to 
stay on the line. 

If you are reporting a road accident you may also be asked:
• The number and type of any vehicles involved 
• The number and extent of injuries 
• Whether the road is blocked 
• Whether there is any debris in the roadway 

For Sale
 Swing set comprising of 2 swings, 
a double swing and a slide.  Frame 
made from galvanised steel. Good 
condition. £25.00 ono

 Frog shaped sand pit - made 
from heavy plastic with a frog 
shaped lid to keep out creepy 
crawlies. (sand not included) 
£10.00 ono. 

 Barbie bike with stabilisers. 12 
inch wheels. £10.00 ono.  Barbie 
scooter for age 2-4 yrs. £5.00 ono  
Contact Sharon 01462 743092.

One of the advantages of being 
made redundant is that you can 
step back and take stock of your 
life.  This is exactly what I did 
when the company I was working 
for in Stevenage was taken over 
by Tiscali UK Ltd.  At the time, I 
had sole responsibility for a payroll 
of 600 employees. Unfortunately, 
Tiscali’s head office was in Milton 
Keynes and I didn’t fancy the jour-

Dear Editor,
Whilst I was on holiday last week 
a caravanner gave me a snippet 
of information that I felt was 
worth while passing on. To avoid 
paying premium rates on 0870 
numbers use the web site www.
saynoto0870.com and it will 
quite possibly give you either a 
free number to use or a cheaper 
alternative!
Marion Bridgewater

Book-keeping/Payroll Service in Hinxworth

ney there from Hinxworth every day, so decided it was time to move on.  
As I’d been in payroll for over 18 years, I thought a different challenge 
was in order, so I have been studying for my LEVEL 2 Certificate in 
Computerised Book-keeping with the view to running my own business 
from home.

let me help you do what you do best
 So, if you are finding your paperwork too time-consuming and would 
like to out-source it so that you can concentrate on what you do best; 
i.e. making money, then please get in touch. My phone number is 01462 
743979 or e-mail me at adrienne.gumm@tiscali.co.uk
Adrienne Gumm

0870 numbers Harvest Festivals
St Vincent’s Newnham celebrates 
with a Harvest Festival Evensong 
at 4.30 pm on Sunday September 
16th. We will be joined by the 
choir of St Mary’s Ashwell,  and 
all are most welcome.
 Harvest Festival at St Nicholas 
Church, Hinxworth is at 9.15 
on Sunday September 23rd. 
The church will be decorated 
on Saturday 22nd. Please bring 
harvest gifts, produce, flowers to 
the church from 10 am onwards. 
These will be sold in aid of the 
Bishop’s Harvest Appeal after the 
Sunday service.

Maurice the Moose models lost tiara
Somewhere there’s a child distraught at the loss of this 
wondrous tiara, found near Dewmead Farm. Contact 
Maurice, the Editor’s pet moose on 01462 742015 
and arrangements will be made forthe tiara’s return. 
The sooner the better as Maurice quite fancies himself 
wearing this piece of headgear. Remember that small 
ads are always welcome, subject to available space.


