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Village Voice

Lights out all around the world!
Saturday 29th March 8pm. Join us in turning out the lights to help 

save the planet and turn yours out for an hour 8-9 pm– remember that 
also means no kettles, TV or computer!! Why not light the candles and 
play a game or sit and talk with the family for the hour!!

Or if you’d like, bring a bottle and join us in the dark! This is an in-
vitation to everybody in Village Voice’s area! We’d love to see you. Sylvia 
and Bob Scales, 12 Francis Road, Hinxworth, phone 01462 742505

Summer Outing Wednesday July 30th
This will be to Kelmscott Manor, home of William Morris, and Buscot 
Park, home of Lord Faringdon, near Faringdon in Oxfordshire. We will 
leave Hinxworth at  8:30 am and arrive back around 8pm. Cost maximum 
£30. Places are limited this year so please let me know if you want to 
come - deposit £10 per head, payable upon booking.
Sylvia Scales 01462 742505

Bookings for Hinxworth’s Village Hall 
were in disarray as Village Voice went 
to press when it was revealed that the 
hall may need to be demolished and 
rebuilt to the North of its current 
position. Village Voice has learned that 
the hall was almost certainly originally 
built on the site of a 12th century 
Jewish synagogue, one of the earliest 
wooden examples to have been built 
in this country.  Archaeologists are set 
to apply for permission to excavate the 
site. “This is one of the most important 
archaeological sites and what we find 
there could well be the touchstone of 
the history of the Jewish community in 
England,” said Shlomo Wildenstein, 

Petanque at the Three Horseshoes
We are looking for members to play Social Petanque/Boule. We play 

in Division Four of ‘The Three Shires’ League with home matches on 
Thursday evenings starting at 7.30pm. The season runs from April to Sep-
tember. Anyone interested, come along to a pre season practice evening 
on Thursday 3rd April at 7.45pm. Contact David Osmond on 01462 
742048 or David Lowe on 01234 870148 for further information.

Village Hall relocation shock 

On Sunday April 27th Ashwell & District Vintage Tractor Club will 
be having their annual Vintage Tractor Road Run, where tractors  around 
40-50 years old will be driven 25 miles around our country lanes. We 
will be starting and finishing in Shingay and should be coming down 
Chapel Street and High Street Hinxworth about 2.30pm on our way 
back through Ashwell. This year we’ll be raising money for ‘The Herts Air 
Ambulance Appeal’, launched in April 2007 with a target of achieving 
£250,000. If you don’t manage to see us on the 27th April and would like 
to make a donation please contact John Cheney on 01462 742602.

Vintage tractors come out of hibernation 

ready to dig
spokesman for the Jewish Archaeological Society.

centre of community life
Records recently discovered in the Hertfordshire County archives show 
that in the early thirteenth century there was an active Jewish community 
of 496 people in Hinxworth and Edworth for whom the synagogue was 
the centre of its religious, educational and community life.

David Osmond, Chairman of the Village Hall Management Commit-
tee, alerted to this news, said, “ We followed all the planning procedures 
to the letter before we refurbished the hall, and this news has come as 
a complete shock to me and my committee. Obviously we will have to 
ensure that before any demolition occurs, we have undertakings that the 
hall can be speedily rebuilt and bookings honoured. If any significant 
remains are discovered, of course we will ensure that they are put on 
public display. It is exciting to think that we will be reconnected with 
our historical past.”  ‘A Possible Result Is Likely For One Outstanding 
Laugh’, as the Jewish sage Maimonides once remarked.

Building work starts at Ashwell School

Just before the Easter holiday, contractors moved on site to remove the 
double mobile classrooms to make way for a new four classroom block 
which will incorporate a new music room, toilets, disabled facilities and 
storage cupboards. Existing classrooms will be remodelled, new toilets 
provided, and a new small office built for the headteacher.



Dates for your diary
April 3rd Hinxworth Parish Council AGM Village Hall 8 pm
April 8th “Care of the Elderly” open meeting Ashwell Surgery 8 pm
April 10th WI meeting Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45 pm
April 12th Ashwell Flea Market, St Mary’s Church 10 am - 1 pm
April 18th Concert at Knights Templar School 7 for 7.30 pm
April 23rd Annual Parish Church meeting, St Nicholas Church 8 pm
May 8 Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Parish Room, Ashwell 8 pm

If you ever have the misfortune 
to damage your car’s bodywork 
you might find Hinxworth’s 
own body repair workshop 
GP Cars in New Inn Road, is 
the place to go. Based in the 
house called ‘Eshacrin’ next to 
Farrowby Farm, the company 
is run by Marco Panico with 
the able assistance of his wife 
Joanne and three panel-shop 
technicians. Marco came from 

Hinxworth‛s Body Shop

Italy with his parents some 37 years ago when his father came to work 
in Letchworth for Jones Cranes. Marco went to Norton School and 
soon developed an interest in cars. So on leaving he went to work for a 
number of local dealers ending up as Assistant Manager for Ford dealer 
Godfrey Davis in Welwyn.

15 cars a week
Marco decided 12 years ago to go into business for himself and set up 
workshops in Blackhorse Road in Letchworth specialising in body repair. 
This business on a reduced scale was moved 3½ years ago to Hinxworth, 
Currently the workshop processes around 15 cars a week dealing with the 
less seriously damaged cars. These cars are either brought in by individual 
owners or via contracts with local garages and dealers. A sister company 
Apollo Coach Works operated by his brother in Hitchin, takes on the 
larger scale work and processes some 45 vehicles a week.

Ashwell Accie supporter
Apart from cars Marco deals in property building and renovation, 
particularly in the south eastern region of Italy called Puglia, where his 
father originally came from.  In his spare time Marco is a keen football 
fan following Tottenham Hotspurs and his beloved Italian sides. Locally 
he helps and supports the Ashwell Academicals in which his son plays. 
Marco and Joanne and their 3 children enjoy their new location, as 
Marco said;  “We felt that moving to a village would give us more space 
and we would all enjoy a better quality of life.” We wish him continued 
success in the community.
Ed Thorn

Hinxworth and Edworth WI 
The speaker this month gave us a most interesting and informative 
talk interspersed with humour. She was Jackie Painter who took on the 
persona of Elizabeth Tilly from Henlow, Bedfordshire, aged 13, who 
with her mother and father who were separatists sailed in 1620 from 
Plymouth, England to the New World, on the ship The Mayflower. She 
described the things they took with them in a very small ship’s trunk, 
the journey and the food, both of which were appalling. They arrived 
safely in Massachusetts, America,  after a ten week journey and made 
a settlement  at Cape Cod assisted by the  friendly Red Indians. They 
celebrated their first Thanksgiving on 25th November 1621.  Despite all 
the hardships of the journey only two lives were lost and two babies born 
on arrival in the New World.

go on - entertain us!
The next meeting is  Thursday  April 10th, 7.45pm, Village Hall, and it is 
“Members’ Night,” when the committee sits back and waits with bated 
breath to see what programme the members have in store for them.
Carol Cheney

Playing Trains

Ashwell Flea Market. Saturday,12th April in St Mary’s Church from 
10.00am to 1.00pm. Refreshments available. If you have any items to 
donate for the event, the Church will be open on Thursday 10th in 
the afternoon and Friday 11th April,when we will be happy to receive 
them. In past years your Editor, who also produces radio programmes, 
has bought some amazing audio equipment bargains at the flea market. 
Miss it if you dare!

Ken Barnett of Appletrees, High Street, Hinxworth recently started work 
as a volunteer at the Nene Valley Railway, based at Wansford, just off the 
A1, seven miles to the west of Peterborough. He works in the second hand 
bookshop which also sells videos and dvds, mainly related to railways as 
well as some of general interest including cookery and gardening.

ecclesiastical connections
Thomas the Tank Engine, resident on the railway, was named by his 
creator , the Reverend W Awdry himself, and the Standard Class 5 steam 
engine named City of Peterborough, also resident, was donated by the 
Reverend Paten.

cream teas and picnics
Apart from the pleasure of riding on trains pulled by steam or heritage 
diesel locomotives, cream teas can be served in the cafe by prior 
arrangement for group bookings along with other wholesome fare. For 
the warmer sunny days there is a picnic area beside the River Nene from 
which the passing trains can be photographed crossing the bridge over 
the river.

call Ken for more information
The railway is operational most weekends and on weekdays during school 
holidays. Santa Specials are run at weekends and on Wednesdays during 
December. Copies of the 2008 Visitor Guide and Timetable are available 
from Ken, phone 01462 742327

Ken with Thomas the Tank Engine

Ashwell Music Festival
Saturday May 17th 7.30 pm Pasadena Roof Orchestra, St Mary’s
Sunday 18th May 7 pm The Vivace Choir, St Mary’s Church
Monday 19th May 7.30 pm An evening of folk, Bushel and Strike
Tuesday 20th May 7.30 pm Young Musicians’ Concert, St Mary’s
Wednesday 21st May 7 pm Architectural Ashwell guided walk
Thursday 22nd May 7 pm  Night with Ashwell Stage School, St Mary’s
Friday 23rd May 7.30 pm Lily Afshar - guitar- United Reformed Church
Saturday 24th May 7.30 pm  ‘Arrival’ Abba Tribute Band, St Mary’s
Sunday 25th May 6.30 pm Festal Evensong, St Mary’s Church.
Further details and bookings Box Office 01462 742746. Latest 
information available on www.ashwellmusicfestival.org.uk

Return of the Ashwell Fleas

Confused about the days when the mobile library calls? So was I, until 
my wife said that the library calls on Tuesdays in the same week we put 
out the recycling bins. So that’s alright then.

mobile library dates



Hinxworth Parish Council

continued in columns 3 and 4

continued from columns 1 and 2

Notes of the meeting held March 6th in the Village Hall
Present:  Dr M. Hoffman (Chairman), Simon Marlow. Yvonne 

Tookey, Paul Watler, Les Whitfield, Wendy Kitchener (Clerk).
 The Chairman said that a Proper Responsible Officer has to be ap-

pointed to ensure all Parish Council and relevant documents/notices are 
displayed on the Village noticeboard.  He proposed the Clerk should 
continue in this position. This was agreed.

 Minutes of the last meeting.  These were accepted and signed.
 Matters arising from the minutes: Francis Road Blocked Drains/

Sewage Problem: Nothing further to report.Guy Fawkes Bonfire: Les 
Whitfield, having spoken to the organisers of the event reported the area 
will now be cleared.Street Lighting:  Hertfordshire Highways are still 
no further forward in implementing the scheme.The residents intend 
to resolve the lighting problem in Christy’s Yard. Litter Bin Emptying: 
The bin outside the pub has not been emptied but the one further along 
the High Street towards Francis Road has. Wendy Kitchener to notify 
N.H.D.C.  Rubbish at the Rear of the Cottages: Richard Tiffin Planning 
Officer at N.H.D.C. has written to the landowners. 
     Chairman’s Report:  The Chairman reminded the Councillors he 
will be stepping down after the A.G.M. An election  will take place at 
the next meeting on May 1st. 

 Correspondence: Hertfordshire Plastic Waste: Simon Marlow is 
concerned over the eventual destination of plastic waste. Is it recycled 
in the U.K. or sent to overseas countries?   Wendy Kitchener to contact 
Herts C.C. and N.H.D.C. 

 Village Hall: Village Hall Refurbishment Management Committee: 
The Councillors are aware a number of the Committee members are 
standing down. They  wish to thank them for their endeavours over the 
past years and look forward to new members being appointed.
      Finance:Village Hall Funds:  The Councillors are not in a position 
to make a decision on the use of the balance of the funds for the Village 
Hall. Further details on the way forward, to repay part of the loan, or 
finance the renewal of the car park will be available at the A.G.M. 

 N.A.L.C Information:The Council now has copies of the most recent 
regulations; The Council currently complies with these. 

 Current Parish Council Funds:  Audit 2006/2007: The Council-
lors thanked Tony Devaney for his internal audit of the accounts for the 
year 2006/2007,  a time consuming task due to the Village Hall project. 
Recreation Ground: Maintenance: The work required for the recreation 
ground funded by the Parish Challenge sum of £1250.00 will be finalised 
at the next meeting on May 1st. The contract for the grass cutting of the 
recreation ground and war memorial area, plus hedge trimming/cutting 
within these areas has been awarded to D.J Granger Landscapes Ltd.  
Three  quotes were sought. Wendy Kitchener to notify D.J Granger. 

 Village Items: The Councillors have had no further information on 
the repairs to the public footpath at the side of Orchard Lodge and the 
problem of the flooding there. Wendy Kitchener to contact the owners of 
Orchard Lodge, Eoin Bell Herts. C.C. and Tony Hunter, Herts County 
Councillor.  Gap in the A1: Andrew Young has passed all the relevant 
correspondence to Oliver Heald M.P.  Hinxworth/Edworth Signs:  The 
Highways Agency, Hertfordshire Highways and Bedfordshire Highways 
have been notified of the missing signs. They are in the process of replacing 
them.  In the meantime Paul Watler reported that the chevron signs at 
Cuckoo Corner are missing.  Wendy Kitchener to notify Hertfordshire 
Highways of this. Grass Verges New Inn Road: Having contacted Herts 
County Council it has been agreed the school bus bus parks at the bus 
stop in the High Street in future.  Arnolds Lane: N.H.D.C. has agreed 
to replace the missing road sign.  Police Matters: Armed Robbery at the 
Bushell and Strike Pub in Ashwell: The Councillors are very concerned 
over the recent robbery, especially as it resembled   two  recent robberies 
in the area. Are village pubs and our own pub becoming more vulner-
able in the area? If so what precautions are being put in place to protect 
them? Wendy Kitchener to contact P.C. Paul Marina.
      Environmental Issues: Plastic Bottle Recycling: The container has 
now been moved back further onto the grass. The Councillors intend to 

continue to monitor the situation.        Any Other Business: Contractors 
Public Liability Insurance, Risk Assessment and Method Statement:- 
Paul Watler will have the documents for the next meeting on May 1st.   
      Date of the A.G.M: Thursday April 3rd at 2008 at 8.00 pm in the 
Village Hall. Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday May 1st 2008 at  
8.00 pm in the Village Hall.  The meeting closed at 9.15pm.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

newcomers welcomed

Newcomers to Hinxworth and Edworth were 
given a warm welcome to the area by local 
residents at a ‘meet the neighbours’ coffee 
morning sponsored by St Nicholas Church 
and the WI in Hinxworth’s village hall on 
March 15th. Representatives of village 
clubs, societies and other organizations 
were on hand to describe their activities and 
help out with information about the area.  
Given the effort involved it was sad that 
more newcomers weren’t there. Our picture 
shows Parish Councillor Yvonne Tookey 
with Valerie and Trevor James who moved 
into The Chestnuts, High Street, Hinxworth on March 10th.
       If you are new to Hinxworth, you may not know that concert 
pianist Simon Marlow also delivers newspapers. If you would like a paper 
delivered Monday to Saturday, give Simon a ring on 01462 742268.

Local Food Box Scheme
If, like the Editor, you don’t read 
the Daily Telegraph, you may 
not know that Ashwell shops 
Days the Bakers, Crumps the 
Butcher and Charlotte Rose the 
Greengrocer and Florist have 
joined forces under the banner of 
localfoodshop.co.uk  to enable you 
to order their produce and have it 
delivered to your door. Deliveries 
are on Thursdays, and are free 
for orders over £50, and cost £3 
for orders between £20.01 and 
£50, and £5 for orders up to £20. 
Wherever possible food is sourced 
from local producers and delivery 
is available up to ten miles from Charlotte Snowdon and a vegetables box  
Ashwell. Why not try this new service?  You will also find Farrowby Farm 
on localfoodshop.co.uk  Any service which cuts down car use, food miles 
and encourages local producers must be good news.

Don’t miss Hinxworth Parish Council’s AGM on Thursday 
April 3rd at 8 pm in the Village Hall.  And later in the month 

there is the Annual Parish Church Meeting  on Wednesday 
April 23rd at 8 pm in St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth.



Church Services - AprilOn the beat
with PC 431 Paul Marina

Village V�

 copy date 
Please send all copy and pictures for May Village Voice to Patrick 
Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  
fool1@tiscali.co.uk by April 20th. Thank you.  Village Voice can 
be read at www.hinxworth.com 

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays April 10th and 24th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 6th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 13 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 20th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 27th 9.15 am Patronal Festival, St George, Edworth
                     9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Village Walk
Join us for a “bluebell walk” 

at Moggerhamger Park on Friday 
May 2nd  followed by lunch. Meet 
at 10.30 am at the Three Horse-
shoes, Hinxworth

Soup Lunch
April’s soup lunch will be on 
Friday April 11th in Hinxworth 
Village Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 
pm. We hope you will join us.

Village AGMs. 
The Parish Council AGM will 
take place on Thursday April 3rd 
in the Village Hall at 8.00pm.
This will follow the Village Hall 
Management Committee AGM 
at 7.30pm.

I am arranging a NHW meeting 
for G4E division. This will be held 
on Thursday 8th May at 8pm at 
the Parish Rooms in Ashwell. 
This will be open for all NHW 
members plus members of the 
public to discuss local crime and 
to notify Police of any problems 
or concerns. I am hoping to put a 
little twist on the evening and have 
a Scene Of Crime Officer attend 
to give a talk on forensics. I hope 
to see you there.

Neighbourhood Watch

Ashwell Patients‛ Group 
  All without exception are wel-
come to this open meeting about  
‘Care of the Elderly’. The meeting 
is at Ashwell Surgery at 8 pm on 
Tuesday April 8th.   Dr. Pauline 
Lambourne from Hinxworth and 
a colleague from The Glaxo Day 
Hospital in Stevenage are the 
speakers. Coffee and biscuits will 
be served. Please pass the word 
on to anyone you think might be 
interested, or, better still, bring 
them with you.

PCSO Tracy Kennedy

One person has been arrested for 
a robbery at the Bushel and Strike 
Public House in Ashwell which oc-
curred at around 10pm on Sunday, 
March 2.  Three offenders went into 
the pub and made threats to staff 
and customers.  They demanded cash 
from the till and the safe which staff  
gave to them before the three offend-
ers left the premises.  They got into 
a silver W reg Audi estate and drove 
off.  This vehicle was later found burnt out not far from the scene.

The first suspect was a man of medium build and around 6’1” tall.  
He was wearing a black corduroy jacket and a black woolly hat over his 
face. The second suspect was a man of medium build of around 5’5” 
tall. He was wearing a white top which had an elasticised waist and a 
woolly hat over his face.The third suspect was a man of a stocky build 
who was around 5’7” tall. Detectives are appealing for anyone who has 
any information about this incident to contact police. If you saw anyone 
acting suspiciously in the area prior to the incident or saw the vehicle in 
the area please call Hertfordshire Constabulary on 0845 3300 222.

keep valuables out of sight
The Police have been saying for years that to leave your valuables in your 
car in plain view is asking for trouble.  We all lead busy lives and when in 
a hurry we think that leaving items in the car for only a couple of minutes 
is OK.  “I only left my mobile on the dashboard for a few seconds” is 
a common remark the Police Officer will hear after your mobile phone 
has gone and all that remains is broken glass where your window once 
was.  It only takes a few seconds and it’s gone. 

Would you leave £100 in notes on the back seat of your car in plain 
view?  No, why? Someone would steal it wouldn’t they?  We have to get 
out of the mentality that an object belonging to us is not as valuable as 
its equivalent in cash.  Just because it’s small, doesn’t mean it isn’t worth 
anything.  We  have to remember too that our own morality is not shared 
by others.  I  wouldn’t throw a brick through your car window to take 
your Satnav but that doesn’t mean others wouldn’t.  Leave nothing on 
show - big or small, night or day; hide it and remove the temptation.

seatbelts save lives
In the not too distant future our traffic department will be having another 
seat belt campaign so please do not get caught. When I was in the Traffic 
department I went to many very nasty road traffic accidents. In a lot 
of them the use of a seat belt would have saved a great deal of pain and 
suffering. I have had discussions with people at the road side who try to 
convince me that they knew someone whose life was saved because they 
were not wearing a seat belt. Absolute rubbish! If a car loses control or 
you are involved in an accident you will not have time to get out of it 
and you are much safer strapped in until the car stops moving.

            
          

Ellie‛s Snow Bunny

As we went to press we caught 
sight of this snow bunny, seen with 
Ellie Hartree, visiting the  family in 
Chapel Street, Hinxworth.

Classical Music 
Concert in Baldock

The City of London Sinfonia will 
join students of Knights Templar 
School and Hitchin Boys’ and 
Girls’ Schools in a performance 
of new compositions as well 
as Britten’s Simple Symphony, 
Grieg’s Holberg Suite and Bach’s 
Brandenburg Concerto no. 4 at 
Knights Templar School, Baldock, 
on Friday April 18th at 7.30 
pm. Tickets £12, concessions - 
over 60s, students, children - £5, 
available from Knights Templar 
School. For more information 
please  phone 01462 620700. 

16 hens rescued

One of 16 hens rescued by 
readers as a result of our front page 
feature last month. Thank you.

picture:Andy Hartree


