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Gordon Hayden was presented with a Matt cartoon by residents and 
friends at Dick and Jean Cobb’s house in Chapel Street on New Year’s 
Eve to mark his many years of winding Hinxworth’s  village clock.

It‛s no wind-up,Gordon!
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Cards Scheme raises £900 
Once again, many thanks to everyone who joined the Hinxworth and 

Edworth Alternative Christmas Card Scheme in 2007.  Forty  households 
contributed and managed to raise more than ever - nearly £750, which 
happened to be split almost evenly between our chosen charities, the 
Garden House Hospice in Letchworth and Mercy Ships.  Moreover, as 
many of you were kind enough to give through Gift Aid, the two charities 
should be able to claim a further £150 or so of your income tax back from 
the Inland Revenue.  That brings the grand total to just on £900. 

thank you, Marianne
Special thanks are due to Marianne Osmond who, once again, generously 
gave of her time to design and print the card and to the kind people who 
delivered it to every house in Hinxworth and Edworth.  Several others 
also kindly offered to help with delivery.  Many thanks to you too: if we 
didn’t need to use you this year, we may well do so next year!
Janet Fair

“Out of Africa” comes to Hinxworth
Time is running out for you to book one or more of the 70 tickets for 

Hinxworth Village Picture House’s presentation of “Out of Africa” on 
Saturday February 16th at 7.15 pm for 8 pm. Tickets cost just £5 from 
Jean Wilkinson on 01462 742146 or Sylvia Scales, 01462 742505.

Mains sewerage is something we all take for granted these days. But 
Tony and Sharon Dawson of Francis Road, Hinxworth, were reminded 
rather unpleasantly of its presence when, just before Christmas, the sewer 
feeding into the Francis Road pumping station became blocked and began 
backing up into their toilets. Unfortunately, they couldn’t find any official 
body to take responsibility for its clearance, including Anglian Water to 
whom we all pay our sewerage rates. They told the Dawsons that they 
could not help because the old District Council, over 25 years ago, had 
not officially handed over this section of the system to their control. 
As a result a private contractor would have to be called in to clear any 
blockage. This was done and after many hours of high pressure jetting 
the blockage, under the late George Street’s garden, was cleared and the 
Dawsons were able to relax and enjoy Christmas.

residents pay for legal mess
Unfortunately the NHDC, the successor of the District Council, has no 
one responsible for sewerage and  Councillor Andrew Young has taken up 
the task of getting the issue of adoption resolved. He has warned this may 
take some time due to the legal implications. Until it is resolved the cost of 
the contractor’s work has been shared among residents of Francis Road.

thanks for help and support
Sharon told Village Voice that she would like to say ‘thank you’  to vil-
lagers who had offered their help and support during this stressful time. 
She also hoped that this  unpleasant event would not recur.
Ed Thorn

Unwanted Christmas Gift

New Patients‛ Group Formed
Patients using Ashwell and Bassingbourn surgeries have a Patients’ 

Group with members drawn from the communities served. Your Editor 
has been asked to join and has attended his first meeting. The group is 
chaired by Peter Chapman, retired head of Knights Templar School. 
Moves are afoot to improve the surgery telephone service. New outgoing 
lines are planned to improve the situation for incoming calls. A workshop 
on “Glue Ear” has been held. An evening meeting on “Care of the Elderly” 
is scheduled for Tuesday April 8th at 8pm  at Ashwell Surgery and will 
be led by Doctor Pauline Lambourne and a colleague from the Glaxo 
Day Hospital in Stevenage. All are welcome to attend. Meanwhile, you’ll 
find an open letter from Doctor Jarvis about the potential threat to GP 
services on this Village Voice’s back page. Please read it.

 Ashwell Post Office decision awaited
Recently many customers have told me that my post office will, luck-

ily, remain open.  Unfortunately,  they are under a misapprehension  as 
our area has yet to be assessed.  The review of our area should begin in 
early April, subject to delays by government.  Initially they will advise 
postmasters if they are on the closure list.  Then there will be a 25 week 
process with area assessment and public consultation.  Then, some six 
months later, they will make the final decision.  An office may be told 
they are not on the list,  and then the decision may be reversed at the 
end of the six months and they may close.  Once the final decision is 
made, an office will be closed within a month.  

a worrying time for all
This is a worrying time for customers and postmasters alike.  If you are 
approached by someone from either the Post Office or Postwatch - the 
industry regulator – then please be aware that they will be canvassing 
opinion in relation to the possible closure of post offices in this area.
Maureen Coston



On 23rd December, 22 Edworth residents and friends gathered 
together for a good cause.  During the summer months a group of us 
decided that as a community we should join together to raise money 
for charity.  Various events were discussed and to kick start the fun a 
Christmas dinner was planned raising money for Cancer Research. 

Weeks of planning and letters asking for help paid off.  For a start, 
Stratton Upper School’s farm donated the turkeys and G&M growers 
donated the vegetables.  This meant that all the money raised could go 
to Cancer Research. 

Glenmorangie blaze leads to tears
On the day of the dinner some of the residents volunteered to share 
the cooking tasks to take the heat off  event organisers and with perfect 
collaboration and time management the dinner was a fantastic success. 
Highlights of the evening included Ivan crying when Glenmorangie 
was substituted for brandy to light the Christmas puddings and Fran 
consuming three plates of Brussels sprouts.

Not only was the dinner seriously tasty, everyone had a fantastic laugh 
and more importantly, we raised nearly £300 for a good cause.  Special 
thanks to the organisers and all those who put money where their mouths 
were!  “We are really pleased with the amount of money raised during the 
event, and hope that the forthcoming events are just as successful,” said 
Lesa from Edworth. “It was great that as a small community we could 
get together and do something so positive to help others whilst having 
a jolly good time” added Elaine, also from Edworth.
Neil Watts

On 22nd December 23 local children enjoyed a lovely Christmas party 
at the Hinxworth Village Hall with a bouncy castle, a delicious tea and 
then a visit from Father Christmas who handed out presents.  

The Rev. Frank Pickard Trust made a very generous and unexpected 
donation which was very much appreciated by everyone involved. Some 
of the funds remain and we plan to purchase some toys which can be 
used for future events.

Thank you also to everyone who helped to make the party such a 
success by providing food, drinks, toys and the bouncy castle as well as 
helping Santa to get all of the presents.
Michele  Jarman  

Childrens Christmas Party
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Wedding Bells for Roy and Leah

picture: Simon Joannou
Roy Charles Watler married Leah Jane Illingworth on Saturday January 
5th at Glenmuick Church, Ballater, Aberdeenshire. We wish them every 
happiness in their new life together.

Edworth Feast raises nearly £300
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George Street died at the end of 
December in his eighty-eighth year.  
His funeral service at St. Nicholas 
on 11th January was well attended. 

George was a Hinxworth man 
through and through.  His parents 
lived in Chapel Street and George 
went to Merchant Taylors’ School 
in Ashwell and Hitchin Grammar 
School.  It was not long before 
the Second World War broke out.  
George, serving in the Royal Artil-

George Street  1920 – 2007
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lery, was seconded to the Merchant Navy to man guns intended to protect 
ships from attacks by German U-Boats and the Luftwaffe.  Convoys in 
winter in the North Atlantic and en route to Russia must have been a 
horrible experience.  

the man from the ‘Pru‛
After the war he became a member of the British legion in Ashwell and 
until his latter years never missed the Commemoration at our village 
war memorial on Remembrance Sunday.  Amongst the names there is 
his uncle Ernest who died in 1919.  George worked for the Prudential 
Insurance:  he was “the man from the Pru” who covered Baldock, Letch-
worth and local villages.  He had married Joan near the end of the war 
and in 1948 they were amongst the first householders in Francis Road, 
where George lived for the rest of his life.  He did his stint on the Parish 
Council where he earned the reputation of being an awkward member, 
a label which he probably enjoyed!

a generous gardener
George’s passion and hobby lay in his and other peoples’ gardens. He 
had learned his skills from his father Harold.  George was a most knowl-
edgeable and generous gardener, offering advice and often flowers and 
produce to those who walked through his garden behind the cottages in 
the High Street.  Moreover, he regularly supplied plants and flowers to 
decorate the church on special occasions.

Joan predeceased George by several years and in his old age with in-
creasing disabilities George became dependent on the help and kindness 
of other folk.  One talent, not generally known, was George’s ability to 
write poems, some of which were read out at his funeral. 
Reggie Fair

Just think, you could have used this space to tell us all about some 
amazing community enterprise or to advertise a bronze enamelled 
auntie frightener. Small ads always welcome, subject to space. 

opportunity missed



Dates for your Diary
February 7th Parish Council meeting Hinxworth Village Hall 8 pm 
February 8th Snowdrop walk, meet Three Horseshoes 10.30 am
February 14. WI Party Hinxworth Village Hall
February 15th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm 
February 16th “Out of Africa” Hinxworth Village Hall 7.15 for 8pm
March 2nd Open floor music night, Three Horseshoes
April 8th “Care of the Elderly” open meeting Ashwell Surgery 8 pm
April 23 Annual Parish Church Meeting, St Nicholas Church 8 pm

Hinxworth Parish Council

continued in columns 3 and 4

continued from columns 1 and 2

Hinxworth and Edworth W.I.
    Minutes of the meeting held January 3rd in the Village Hall 
Present:   Dr M. Hoffman (Chairman). Mr S. Marlow, Mrs Y. Tookey, 
Mr L. Whitfield, Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk), Apologies: Mr P.Watler 
    The minutes of the last meeting, having been circulated to 
all Councillors, were accepted as a correct record and signed by 
the Chairman.
      Chairman’s Report: The Chairman said that now the Village Hall 
was finalised and paid in full, he thought it inappropriate to remain as 
Chairman while living two miles away, and wished to resign this role. 
The rest of the Council asked him to agree to stay as Chairman until after 
the Annual Meeting to which he agreed. Francis Road Blocked Drains/
Sewage Problem: The Chairman pointed out that when such an issue 
such as this arises it is essential  that Councillors ensure they are speaking 
with Council authority and not their own assumptions as this can hinder 
progress with the relevant departments.  He and the Councillors agreed 
that they could not ask for payment from other households to help 
with payments until the cause of the problem had been established. 
The Council would press for this and thanked Andrew Young for his 
help in resolving the situation in Francis Road by galvanising action at 
NHDC and who would report to the Parish  Council regarding progress. 
Wendy Kitchener to write to Andrew Young. Gypsy Site Ashwell: North 
Hertfordshire District Council Planning Committee voted against the 
site, therefore there will be no provision for a site in Ashwell. Thefts of 
Copper in the Area: The Chairman reported there have been a number 
of these thefts, mainly by pulling the copper cables from the telephone 
ducts. He reminded those responsible that Hinxworth telephones have 
aluminium cables. Village Hall Refurbishment: The Parish Council 
has received the Completion Certificate and Making Good Defects 
Certificate from Eades Hotwani, the Architects. These certificates 
confirm the snagging is completed and the remaining retention sum is 
to be released to Conamar Builders.  Dr Hoffman had taken Chairman’s 
action and a cheque for the final sum of £6391.42 had been forwarded 
to Conamar.
        Planning: Site at Land of the Cottages, off High Street, Hinxworth: 
The Inspector dismissed the appeal on a single issue – he concluded that 
the dwelling would be dependent on a private vehicle for all needs, given 
the absence of any services in the Village. Accordingly, he took the view 
that the dwelling would be unsustainable in light of current guidance.
      Rubbish at the Rear of the Cottages: This has now to be removed.
Les Whitfield is to investigate and report back to the next meeting.  
        Finance: Annual Accounts 2006/2007: The external auditors 
Lubbock Fine are near to completing the Annual Accounts. The 
Councillors require an estimate of the cost of the Audit. Wendy Kitchener 
to contact Lubbock Fine. Current Parish Council Funds:  The Councillors 
agreed to sign cheques for the current month’s expenditure.  
      Recreation Ground:Funding for Rural Play Iniative:  Helen Young 
N.H.D.C. has notified Yvonne Tookey  that Hinxworth is not eligible 
for funding as there are not enough youngsters in the Village. Further 
information will be available at the next meeting. Tennis Court: Members 
for 2007/2008 are: the Bentley family; the Cobb family; the Floyd family; 
the Hartree family; the Hepburn family; the Hull family; the Lillie 
family.  Maintenance: The Parish Councillors agreed the recreation 
ground needs further general maintenance. The work to be completed 
is estimated at approximately £1,200. An application has been made to 
the Parish Challenge for this sum. The cutting and maintenance of the 
recreation ground and surrounding hedges is to be reviewed for the next 
financial year. Car Park: The hedge cuttings in the car park -  a report 
from Paul Watler will be available at the next meeting. Guy Fawkes 
Bonfire: Paul Watler reported the area has not been cleared up after the 
bonfire. A report will be available at the next meeting.
      Village Items: Tony Hunter Hertfordshire County Councillor has 
now arranged for Eoin Bell, Countryside Access Officer H.C.C. to repair 
the public footpath at the side of Orchard Lodge.Tony Hunter then plans 
to meet with David Stutley and Hertfordshire County Council Officials 
to resolve the problem of the flooding ditch alongside Orchard Lodge. 

The Parish Council waits to hear of the outcome. Street Lighting: The 
Parish Council has received a response from Hertfordshire Highways. 
They need to be notified a suitable date for the switching off (midnight 
to 6.00 am) to commence the pilot scheme. The Councillors agreed for 
this to be March 1st 2008. Any Village resident not in agreement with 
this decision please contact the Parish Council. Wendy Kitchener to 
notify Hertfordshire Highways. Gap in the A1: The Councillors have 
received a response from the Highways Agency to the effect there are ‘no 
economic grounds’ to warrant closing the gap.
      Police Matters: Recent Theft in the Village: The Councillors were 
disappointed to hear that the email to the Police to notify them of the 
recent theft of antique pots from the Village was, in this age of instant 
communications, unable to be forwarded to the relevant email address 
to allow the Police to make further investigations. 
      Environmental Issues: The issue of the bins in the Village not being 
emptied regularly appears to be resolved. Plastic Bottle Recycling: In 
light of the views of the residents of Francis Road, the Parish Councillors 
agreed to overturn their decision of the last meeting and agree the 
recycling container should remain. They are of the opinion it should 
be sited further back from the road. The Councillors intend to monitor 
the situation to ensure all items for recycling are placed in the container. 
Wendy Kitchener to notify N.H.D.C.    
     Any Other Business: Signs by the Water Tower off  the A1: It appears 
further signs are to be erected in the area. Posts have already been put in 
place. Village of the Year: The Village has been invited to enter the Village 
of the Year competition by Nigel Brook Chairman of Hertfordshire 
County Council.  Anyone interested in participating please contact the 
Parish Council.  The meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 
    Date of Next Meeting:  February 7th 2008  8.00 pm in the Village Hall.    
    Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council  

The work of a magistrate was the subject of an interesting talk given by 
Alan Painter to the W.I. on Thursday 10th Jan 2008.  Alan is a magistrate 
at Bedford and he started by telling us how he decided that this would 
be something interesting to do and applied for an application form and 
was duly accepted and after several months training sat on the bench 
for the first time together with two other magistrates to form a bench of 
three as is usual in a magistrates court.

He told of  different cases  he might hear, from setting a fine for some-
one who’d been fishing with more than two rods to  speeding fines and 
on occasions a murder or rape which would in be sent to Crown court 
because a magistrate can only impose a jail sentence of a certain time, 
though they award sentences of Community Punishment Orders (com-
munity service) and Community Rehabilitation Service (probation).

Alan finished his talk by saying that there is often humour to be 
found in court, often in the people who attend or the letters received 
with reasons to pleading guilty.

Valentine‛s Day birthday party
Next months meeting: Birthday Party on Thursday 14th Feb. It is a 

bring and share supper so please bring a plate of food to share with others, 
also your own liquid refreshment. Sherry on arrival and tea and coffee 
available. Entertainment will be Old Tyme Dancing, so get your dancing 
shoes on.  Raffle. Husbands and partners very welcome. Please make sure 
you pay your W.I. subscriptions before the party to Edna Keep.
Carol Cheney



Church Services - FebruaryOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village V�

 copy date 
Please send all copy and pictures for March Village Voice to 
Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  
email to  fool1@tiscali.co.uk by February 20th. Thank you.  
Village Voice can be read at www.hinxworth.com 

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays February 14th  and 28th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 

Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 3rd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 10th 9.45 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 17th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 24th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
            9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Hare coursing has seemed to have increased in the last few months 
however I do not think that it is up to the level it was when I first came. 
It appears that the tactics of the characters responsible has changed. His-
torically they have come to this area from as far as Wales and in the past 
there may have been up to thirty people using in excess of ten vehicles. 
Now it is rare to find more than one vehicle being used by these people. 
Our response has been to mount an operation to deter hare coursing. I 
have led the operation myself and I have had the support of traffic, air 
support and dog teams. 

damaging crops and using red diesel
So far we have had some good results, one vehicle has been seized as the 
coursers were damaging crops, this vehicle made off from Police and 
unfortunately crashed and the occupants needed hospital treatment 
before they could be arrested. Another vehicle that contained a few rough 
looking characters with Lurchers was stopped and we seized this vehicle 
as it was being run on red diesel. This vehicle is now the property of the 
Customs and Excise and unfortunately due to their work load they may 
not get to release this vehicle for two weeks, the driver/owner will then 
need to pay a fine and is also responsible for all recovery and storage 
cost of the vehicle.

don‛t hesitate - ring 999
If you do see hare people coursing please call ‘999’and if possible get 
the index numbers of all vehicles, but please do not put yourself at risk 
at any time.

hare coursing

free insulation for 70+
100% grant funded loft and 

cavity wall insulation is now 
available to all residents aged 70 
years and above. This offer, which 
became available earlier this year, is 
made irrespective of your income 
and savings and whether or not 
you are in receipt of benefits. In 
fact, the only requirement is proof 
of age and name and address.

last best defence
For most households, insulating 
has never made better financial 
sense.  Following autumn’s record 
oil prices and surging wholesale gas 
and electricity prices, insulation 
could be our last best defence 
against rising energy bills.

All homeowners and private 
tenants qualify for discounted loft 
and cavity wall insulation. Fully 
insulating your home could easily 
reduce your fuel bills by £100 a 
year. The payback time is typically 
short and the long term financial 
and environmental benefits are 
high. For more information, con-
tact the Energy Efficiency Advice 
Centre on 0800 512 012.

soup lunch still brilliant value
This month’s soup lunch will be held at Hinxworth Village Hall on Friday 
February 15th from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. The price will be increased to 
£2.50. We have held the £2 price for an inflation busting five years The 
refill price will remain at £1. Thanks for your continuing support.

village walk
Join us for a walk in Moggerhanger 
Park and see the snowdrops on 
Friday February 8th. Then enjoy 
lunch in the Tea Rooms there. We 
will meet at the Three Horseshoes, 
Hinxworth at 10.30 am.

I do publish a larger newsletter sent via e-mail if you would like to receive 
this please e-mail me with your name address and phone numbers and 
I will put you on the distribution list.

larger email bulletin on offer

Free to good home 
23” Sony TV. It is in perfect working order and comes with a stand which 
can accommodate a video and DVD player. The TV is free, but the recipi-
ent is asked to make a donation to the Garden House Hospice.  Please 
phone Mark or Michele Jarman on 01462 743453 for a viewing.

Santa Stu

That Father Christmas gets 
everywhere - he even managed 
to vis i t  Hinxworth’s  Three 
Horseshoes. He looked a little 
like landlord Stuart Parsons - that 
guitar is a dead giveaway. 

new menus
Stu told Village Voice “We have 
changed our menus to include 
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Threat to GP services
We start the year with the prediction that it is going to be a turbulent 

year for family doctors. The government wants to change the way we 
work again. GP leaders believe that the government favours a move away 
from small traditional practices like ours to large town based polyclinics. 
These polyclinics will be staffed by large numbers of doctors caring for 
many more patients than traditional practices. 

continuity of care valued
We are very proud of the high quality care we have provided at Ashwell 
Surgery over the decades. We place a very high value on continuity of 
care from a doctor who knows his or her patient well and we believe 
patients value this highly too. It is very encouraging to receive support 
from The Patients’ Group and from our patients as a whole and we hope 
to rely on your continued support in the times ahead.
Doctor Jarvis, Ashwell Surgery

some new ideas as well as the old 
favourites. Our new bar and a la 
carte menus will be supplemented 
by the ever popular Specials board, 
changed daily. A Valentine’s Day 
‘Specials Board’ will be available 
on Thursday February 14 lunch-
time and evening.” 

“I will be hosting another 
open floor music night on Sunday 
March 2nd. All will be welcome, 
as always.”


