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pictures for February Village 
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Francis Road, Hinxworth, 
Herts. SG7 5HL, or email 
material to fool1@tiscali.
co.uk by January 20th. 

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays January 10th and 24th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 

Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 6th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 13th 9.15 Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 20th 9.15 am Family  Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 27th 9.15 Parish Eucharist  St Nicholas, Hinxworth 

                          9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

      Calculate your carbon footprint
  Continuing our items on green issues the following information might 
help to assess our individual impact on the planet;
Web based Carbon Calculators can help us move from agreement on 
climate change to action. To use one, simply enter details of your annual 
energy use and travel, then watch the calculator translate this into 
estimated carbon dioxide emissions.

Once you have your estimate, you can use the calculator to test the 
impact of doing things differently. Newer calculators allow you to com-
pare your emissions against the national average and UK targets. These 
are great for getting some perspective* on the size of the challenge ahead. 
Examples include: 

 http://actonco2.direct.gov.uk/index.html 
www.nef.org.uk/actonCO2/carboncalculator.html  
The UK government is currently committed to a 60% reduction in CO2 

emissions from 1990 levels by 2050. That means that the 1990 per capita UK 
emissions of 10 tonnes will need to fall below 4 tonnes per annum by 2050.**  
Carbon Calculators usually come with advice. You might opt 
to insulate your home, switch to a green electricity tariff, or 
buy only energy efficient appliances. Generating solar hot wa-
ter or electricity may also be an option for some households. 
For more information, contact the Energy Efficiency Advice Centre on 
0800 512 012.

* For example, a return flight to Sidney clocks up 6 tonnes of CO2 
emissions per traveller on NEF’s previous calculator.

** This compares to 1990 per capita emissions (including industry) 
of 2.1 tonnes in China and 1.4 tonnes in Brazil. Source: UN Stats from 
CDIAC. 

     

10 per cent of the village turned out to hear the bishop preach as we 
celebrated St Nicholas Day on December 9th. Bishop Christopher 
thanked us for inviting him and said how much he enjoyed visiting a 
church so obviously loved and cared for by those who attended.

a modern Jewish prophet
In his address he told the story of a 20th century Jewish prophet, Janusz 
Korczak, who was  appointed director of the Jewish Orphanage in 
Warsaw. He  set up a second orphanage for Catholic children in 1922. 
In 1939 he was  forced to relocate his Jewish orphanage to the Warsaw 
ghetto. Here he cared for the children scavenging food and medicine for 
them. In 1942 when all the children were put on trains to Treblinka, he 
was offered the chance to escape but refused. He had lived for them, he 
would die with them. 

vanishing sense of vocation
Bishop Christopher spoke about today’s need for prophetic vision in the 
church and the need to speak into the issues of the day. For example he 
felt that the old sense of vocation was disappearing from our society today. 
He illustrated his theme with a horror story from his own experience. 
During a visit to a patient he was visiting in hospital, a nurse came and 
took the patient’s blood pressure without saying a single word to the 
patient, showing he felt, a lack of care and concern.Following the service 
he stayed for coffee and mince pies and didn’t leave without talking to 
all who were present. 

St. Nicholas Day Celebrations

The Vil lage Picture House 
(Hinxworth’s leading cinema) will 
be presenting ‘Out of Africa’ with 
Meryl Streep and Robert Redford 
on Saturday February 16th 2008 
in the Village Hall. 
uniformed usherettes
The programme will include 
rousing organ music, a silent short, 
uniformed usherettes and ice 
cream in the interval, all to remind 
ourselves of yesteryear. In addition 
wine and nibbles will be available 
from 7.15pm on a donation basis 
prior to the performance which 
will start at 8.00 pm. All proceeds 
to The Hinxworth and Edworth 
Village Hall Fabric Hall Fund. 

only 70 tickets!
Tickets cost just £5.00 will be 
on sale from January 7th and are 
limited to 70 on a first come basis 
from Jean Wilkinson Tel: 01462 
742146 or Sylvia Scales: 01462 
742505

Film NightRecycle for research
Send your old mobile phone to 
the World Cancer Research Fund. 
A minimum of 50p from every 
phone successfully recycled will 
be donated to the Fund.  Freepost 
recycling bags available from, 
Betty Thorn, 5 Francis Road, 
Hinxworth. Thanks.

We wish you all a 
very Happy New 
Year and look 

forward to hearing 
from you in 2008

Credit Card scam
I have received this by email, a shortened version is given here: 
An employee of ours was called on Wednesday from “VISA” The caller 
said, “This is (name), and I’m calling from the Security and Fraud 
Department at VISA. My badge number is 12460. Your card has been 
flagged for an unusual purchase pattern, and I’m calling to verify. This 
is on your VISA card which was issued by (name of bank). Did you 
purchase an Anti-Telemarketing Device for £497.99 from a London based 
Marketing company? ”When the reply was ‘No’, the caller continued, 
‘Then we will be issuing a credit to your account.’ This is a company 
we have been watching and the charges range from £297 to £497, just 
under the £500 purchase pattern that flags most cards. Before your next 
statement, the credit will be sent to..... ( address), is that correct? ” When 
confirmed  the caller continued, “I will be starting a fraud investigation. If 
you have any questions, you should call the number listed on the back 
of your card (0800-VISA) asking for Security. You will need to refer to 
this 6 digit Control Number.”

£497.9  had been charged to our card.
 Here’s how the scam works; the caller then said, “I need to verify you 
are in possession of your card.” He’ll ask you to “turn your card over and 
look for some numbers.”There are seven numbers; the first four are part 
of your card number, the next three are the security numbers that verify 
you are the possessor of the card.These are the numbers you sometimes 
use to make Internet purchases to prove you have the card.”  The caller 
will ask you to read the three numbers to him. Having given the three 
numbers, he said , “That is correct, I just needed to verify that the card 
has not been lost or stolen, and that you still have your card.  Do you 
have any other questions?” You actually say very little, and they never 
ask for or tell you the card number. But after the call on Wednesday, we 
called back within 20 minutes to ask a question. The Real Visa Security 
Department told us it was a scam and in the last 15 minutes a new 
purchase of £497.9  had been charged to our card.

on no account give them your security number
What the scammers want is the 3-digit PIN number on the back of 
the card. Don’t give it to them. Instead, tell them you’ll call VISA or 
MasterCard directly for verification of their conversation. The real VISA 
told us that they will never ask for anything on the card as they already 
know the information. If you give the scammers your 3 Digit PIN 
Number, you think you’re receiving a credit. However, by the time you 
get your statement you’ll see charges for purchases you didn’t make, and 
by then it’s almost too late and/or more difficult to actually file a fraud 
report. Reports of this scam are being received daily so beware.

Licensed security guard who is 
friendly, honest and competent 
in gardening decorating and 
DIY is looking for part time 
work doing small odd jobs. If 
you have any work, either one 
off jobs or ongoing work to be 
done, he would be most happy 
to help for a very reasonable rate. 
References available on request. 
contact Jack 07972 053390 

Following the service in the church 
the villagers were invited to a Bring 
and Share lunch in the Village 
Hall. Between 30 and 40 sat 
down to a meal selected from 
a wonderful choice  of dishes. 
Members of the Sunday School 
sold biscuits, Christmas cards, gift 
tags and other Christmas goodies 

Carol singers Merry music making

As part of the Christmas festivities, carol singers entertained the customers at the 
Three Horseshoes in Hinxworth raising donations for the Garden City Hospice.

Bring and Share lunch

in aid of the Leprosy Mission. When last we heard they had raised well 
over £100. Congratulations to them.

Jack of all Trades 
Bishop Christopher Herbert of St Albans on his first ever visit to Hinxworth. 

This month’s Village Voice is almost entirely the work of Ed 
Thorn and Katie Scales. I am so grateful for their hard work 
while an editorial knee was replaced in London. I came out 
of hospital with only the merest twitch to be done to the 
edition before it was printed. Thanks again - Editor.

no lunch or walk
Due to holidays there will be 
no soup lunch or village walk in 
January. Normal service will be 

resumed in February



Hinxworth Parish Council

Hinxworth and Edworth W.I.

HERTFORDSHIRE VILLAGE OF THE YEAR 
2008: COULD IT BE YOURS?

The search is on for the Hertfordshire Village of the Year 2008. 
Sponsored by Calor, in association with Hertfordshire County Coun-
cil and the Hertfordshire Mercury, the competition celebrates and 
encourages village life. It’s organised in Hertfordshire by CPRE – The 
Hertfordshire Society.

For 2008, the competition has been streamlined to make it simpler 
for villages to enter. Just four categories are now judged: Environment, 
Business, People and Communications. Each of them carries a plaque 
and a cash prize. The overall winning village will go forward to the 
Calor England Village of the Year competition, with the prospect of 
winning big cash prizes. 

£500 prize to be won
Entrants to the competition frequently make comments like ‘It has 
brought the village together and helped us move forward’ and ‘We never 
knew there was so much going on in our village’. Recent Hertfordshire 
Village of the Year winners have included Hertford Heath, Ickleford, 
Potten End, Hunsdon, Flamstead and Redbourn and many of our win-
ners have gone on to win Regional Category prizes of £500.

The deadline for entries is Thursday May 1 and all entering villages 
will be visited during June. Results will be announced in the County 
Suite, County Hall on June 26 and presentations of the Hertfordshire 
Village of the Year East and West trophies made in the winning villages 
on Saturday July 19.

Hertfordshire Village of the Year 2008. It could be yours. For further 
details contact Village of the Year Administrator Jo Simson, CPRE – The 
Hertfordshire Society, tel. 01438 717587, email jo@cpreherts.org.uk

         Minute of the meeting held 5th December in the village hall
         Present: Dr M. Hoffman (Chairman) 
         Mr.S.Marlow,Mrs.Y.Tookey, Mr P Watler,             
                       Mr.L.Whitfield, Mrs.W.Kitchener (Clerk)
         Minutes of last meeting: The minutes, having been circulated 
to all Councillors were accepted as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman.
         Footpaths Meeting: Simon Marlow has not received any information 
on the subject. 
         Village Hall: The Chairman advised that there are still outstanding 
snagging items to be rectified. Therefore the final retention sum will not 
be released until the Parish Council has the official notification from  the 
Architects to do so. The Chairman therefore took the decision not to 
release the outstanding monies.
         Village Hall Managrment Committee: The Parish Councillors were 
given the latest figures from the Village Hall Management Committee in 
respect of income and expenditure for the Village Hall. They now await 
the Final Account for the current financial year 2007. 
         Planning: Site at rear of the Cottages, off High Street,Hinxworth. The 

Councillors require the report from N.H.D.C. Planning Department 
on the reasons for the dismissal of the appeal.Wendy Kitchener to 
contact N.H.D.C.

         Planning Application: High Street House, High Street,High Street House, High Street, 
Hinxworth 07/02286/1HH for Rear Conservatory. Planning 07/02286/1HH for Rear Conservatory. Planning 
application passed with “standard conditional permission”.
         Proposed Gypsy Site Hinxworth Road Ashwell: The Councillors
again discussed this site. They are now investigating the various valid
reasons to object to the site. This requires resolving before the next
P.C.meeting. 
         Finance: Annual Accounts 2006/2007: The external auditor
Lubbock Fine are near to completing the Annual Accounts. 
Current Parish Council Funds: The current financial position
was circulated to the Councillors. The Councillors agreed to sign
cheques for the current month expenditure. Precept 2008/2009: After 
much discussion and analysis the Parish Councillors agreed this 
should remain at £10370.00 for the third year. Wendy Kitchener to 
notify N.H.D.C. 
         Parochial Church Council: The Parish Councillors 
agreed to increase to £400.00 per annum the contribution to the 
upkeep of the Burial Ground at St Nicholas Church. To be reviewed 
annually.Wendy Kitchener to notify the P.C.C. 
         Recreation Ground: The Funding for Rural Play Initiative:  Helen 
Young N.H.D.C. has notified Yvonne Tookey that Hinxworth is not 
eligible for funding as there are not enough youngsters in the Village. 
         The Tennis Court: Members for 2007/2008 are: the Bentley family, 
the Cobb family, the Floyd family, the Hartree family, the Hepburn 
family, the Hull family, the Lillie family. 
         Maintenance: The Parish Councillors agreed the recreation ground 
needs further general maintenance. The work to be completed is estimated 
at approximately £1200.00 An application has been made to the Parish 
Challenge for this sum
        The Car Park: Paul Watler asked if those community minded
residents of the Village would help in the removal of the hedge
cuttings in the car park. These could be put in their wheelie bins.  
        Guy Fawkes Bonfire: Paul Watler reported the area has not been
cleared up after the bonfire.Wendy Kitchener to contact the persons 

who organised the event.
         Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: Do not forget please 
it is necessary for all road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways 
Fault Line – 01438-737320 to report a fault. Please when ringing ask 
for a log number of the call.
         Village Items: There has been still no response from Cliff Barnaby 
on when the Hinxworth road issues are to be resolved. Hertfordshire 
County Councillor, Tony Hunter has now arranged for Eoin Bell, 
Countryside Access Officer H.C.C to have the public footpath at the side 

of Orchard Lodge repaired. He then plans to meet with David Stutley 
and Hertfordshire County Council Officials to resolve the problem of 
the flooding ditch along side Orchard lodge. Wendy Kitchener to notify 
Mr & Mrs Shaw. Also to contact Cliff Barnaby again.
      Street Lighting: The Parish Councillors are waiting to hear when
the pilot project is to commence.
      Gap in the A1: The Councillors are awaiting further information
from the Highways Contractors. The  Councillors need to inform
the residents of the Hinxworth area when the closing of this gap will
take place.  Action: Wendy Kitchener to obtain a date for the
commencement of the work
     Police Matters: Speed Traps: Nothing further to report
     Environmental Issues: Household Bin Collection: It appears the 
bins in the Village are not being emptied on a regular basis Action 
Wendy Kitchener to contact N.H.D.C.
      Plastic Bottle Recycling:North Herts District Council has 
transferred this recycling container from the Village Hall car park to 
the front of the Village Hall by the entrance to the recreation ground. 
This wasdone as the lorry emptying the container is too wide to access 
the Village Hall car park and therefore unable to drive up to the
recycling bin to empty it. Also people are depositing bags along side 
the recycling bin. Both this and the re-siting of the recycling bin are
unacceptable to the Parish Councillors and local residents. Therefore
the Parish Councillors have agreed the bin will be returned to
N.H.D.C. forthwith. Wendy Kitchener to notify N.H.D.C.    
      Signs by the Water Tower off  the A1: Two signs for Hinxworth 
have been removed from this area. Beds  County Council have been
notified
     Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday January 3rd 2008 at 8.00 pm 
in the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 9.00 pm.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council

Following Bob Smyth’s 90th birthday recently Village Voice asked him 
for some reminiscences of his village in earlier days.
Edworth in 1945 was very different to the village we know now.  The 
biggest difference between now and then is the part that agriculture 
played, with Glebe Farm and Saltmore comprising 270 acres of land. 
26 men were employed full time with wages varying from £2.80 to 
£3.30 per week including overtime. Livestock was a common sight 
with around 350 head of cattle, 200 chickens and even 200 pigs. The 
wide variety of crops included wheat, barley, oats, clover, potatoes, 
Brussels sprouts, sugar beet and many more.  By 1995 no pigs or cattle 
were to be seen and only wheat beans and oil seed rape were being 
grown. One combine harvester now does the rounds, covering about 
1000 acres per year compared to 1945 where one “Massey-Harris” cut 
about 250 acres per year. 

The war in 1939-1945 meant little change to the workforce as agri-
culture was a reserved occupation and no-one on the farm was allowed 
to join the forces. 

45 cars instead of just two
A Home Guard unit kept watch over the water tower and a stick 

of bombs even landed in the hill field near the pumping station doing 
slight damage to the cottages there. Back to 1995 and the village had 
30 households with a population of 66. Electricity and cold water was 
supplied in all houses and the village had 45 cars instead of the two cars, 
both at the manor, and four motorbikes in 1945. Children of Edworth 
used to go to school at the school house in Hinxworth and walk home 
for lunch returning to school in the afternoon, up until the age of 14. 
Now, of course, all children go to school up to the age of 16 and go to 
school by car or… by double decker bus!  
Bob Smyth with Katie Scales

James Pickering from London and Lottie Wainwright-Lee from 
Newnham were married in St. Vincent’s Newnham on a stormy
December 8th. We wish them well in their new life together.

Accolade for Ashwell School
     After a recent inspection, the staff and pupils at Ashwell school were 
delighted to receive a congratulatory letter addressed personally to the 
pupils from Ofsted Lead Inspector, Roger Brown. Some of this letter is 
quoted here:
“Thank you for being so friendly and welcoming when I visited your 
school, I really enjoyed my visit and would like to share with you what 
I thought about your school.You go to a good school. I was particular 
impressed by the way that everybody gets on well together. I could see 
that you all take good care of each other. As one of your parents said, 
’happy pupils and happy staff make a happy school.I thought that your 
contribution to making Ashwell a good school was great and that the 
ideas you have put forward through the school council are excellent.” 
Further on he says; “I was pleased to see that the standard of your work 
was high. It was clear to me that you try hard. I think that some of you 
writing is amongst some of the best I have seen”
I am sure we would all offer our congratulations to Mr. Jenkinson, his 
staff and of course, the pupils for this wonderful endorsement of their 
efforts. Long may they continue.

     December 12th and it was time to celebrate and have a party. Over 40 
members and friends sat down to a traditional Christmas dinner provided 
by Casino Caterers followed by Ray’s Music, an Anglo-French Duo. 
Michelle sang songs in French accompanied by Ray on the accordion 
and clarinet. Carols were sung and everyone was encouraged to join in. 
Another happy evening with thanks to everyone for helping make it a 
great success. 

life on the bench, and subs are due
Next month’s meeting is on January 10th 2008, the speaker is Alan 
Painter who will talk about his work as a Magistrate at Bedford Court. 
This should be an interesting and informative talk, not to be missed. 
Also it’s that time again, subscriptions are due. Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 

Jean M Brown

Newnham Wedding Bells

Edworth Then and Now

Three Horseshoes opening hours
     The pub will be open, with food available at lunchtime only, all day 
on New Year’s Eve, closing at 1 am on New Year’s Day. In the evening 
Stu will host a musical open house. On January 1st it will open from 12 
noon until 3 pm - no food. On Jan 2nd and 3rd food will be available at 
lunchtime only. January 4th normal opening hours resume.

Dogs stolen in Newnham
     Just as we went to press, we heard of a crime and an attempted crime in 
the run-up to Christmas. We understand that while a shoot was taking place 
around Newnham, thiieves stole two dogs belonging to one of the beaters 
. The beaters were having their lunch at the time.The owner who depends 
on the dogs for his livelihood was said to be ‘gutted’.

not just dogs but lights too
That very night people were seen attempting to steal the Christmas lights 
from the house on the corner opposite the green in Newnham. Chris 
Rosendale disturbed them and they made off empty handed. Anyone with 
any information is asked to contact the Police. Contact details are on the 
back page as usual.

no goodwill for burglars and thieves
It seems that Christmas and New Year, the season of goodwill, is a time 
when thieves and burglars like to help themselves. Take care, don’t give 
them a chance.

of bear suits and art
     We were discussing modern art and the Turner Prize. I mentioned 
the prizewinner and his wanderings around in a bear suit. “More fools 
the judges who gave him the money,” said my friend. 
Having spent some three hours as the front end of a pantomime horse 
collecting money for The Children’s Society, I happen to think such antics 
contribute to joyful living. But art? I very much doubt it.

go on, try your hand at art
 Whatever, should you be thinking of dipping your toe into the world 
of art, of painting, drawing and sketching, of using pen, paintbrush, 
watercolours and oils, you could do very much worse than contact Betty 
Thorn on 01462 742858, secretary of  Hinxworth Art Society, and she 
will make sure you are made very welcome at their weekly meetings at 
Hinxworth Village Hall at 10 am on Wednesday mornings. 
Patrick Forbescontinued in columns 3 & 4


