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Book now for Summer Outing July 30th
This will be to Kelmscott Manor, home of William Morris, and Buscot 
Park, home of Lord Faringdon, near Faringdon in Oxfordshire. We 
will leave Hinxworth at  8.30 am and arrive back around 8 pm. Cost 
maximum £30. Places are limited this year so please let me know if you 
want to come - deposit £10 per head, payable upon booking.
Sylvia Scales 01462 742505

This annual fundraising event for St Vincent’s Church, Newnham, will be 
held in the garden at Newnham Hall  at 1pm on Sunday July 6th. Book 
the date now.  There will be a raffle, stalls, swimming, music as well as 
the usual delicious lunch. Tickets £10 (£3 children under 12), available 
from Sue Bain 01462 742284 and Audrey Whalley 01462 742517. Please 
bring your own drink, glasses, plates and cutlery.

Newnham Parish Lunch Sunday July 6th

Valerie Bagnall of Lower Farm, Edworth moved to Stotfold on the 
17th May, after 40 years in Edworth.  Val will be greatly missed by all her 
friends and neighbours. Edworth won’t be the same without her. Val has 
always been there for everyone. Looking after us, our gardens, our pets 
and children over the years, she’s  a wonderful person.

 A page of history has been turned. There won’t be any more Teddy 
Bears picnics in Val’s garden in July to support her charities.

 All of us in Edworth hope Val will be very happy in Stotfold. She 
has moved to a lovely and very convenient home to be near her family, 
with a nice garden for her and her dogs to enjoy.  We wish Val all the 
best for the future, and know she will keep in touch with us all. To show 
how much we all will miss her we had a little party at the Ridgeway in 
her honour with 40 Edworth friends, on a glorious evening the 16th 
May.  Bob Smyth said a few words and we presented Val with some gifts 
for her new garden to remember us by.
Chantal Floyd

Village Voice tracked Val down in Stotfold where she is settling in well,  
with Whitney the retriever and Trixie the labrador. She is thrilled to have the 
Co-op, her optician and several takeaways nearby. Her sister lives in Stotfold 
and her niece is only 10 minutes away. She has good new neighbours - on 
her first day she found three freshly dug leeks on her doorstep. “Edworth is a 
close-knit community, if you need anything, ring any bell and they’ll help,” 
said Val. “So thank you to everyone at Edworth for the party and the gifts. I 
hope I’ll be seeing many of you. Do drop in if you’re passing.”

Goodbye,Val, we‛ll miss you.

Cyril‛s oak tree is blessed

On Sunday May 18th parish priest Simon Chambers blessed an oak 
sapling planted in St Nicholas’ churchyard in memory of Hinxworth vil-
lager Cyril Demarne OBE, watched by Cyril’s daughter Jo Mills and John 
Mills. The tree is by the kissing gate on the South side of the church.

The Southerly Moonrise
This  illustrated talk, subtitled ‘Temple sites in Malta and Gozo’ 

- will be given by John Cox on Saturday June 21st St Mary Magdalene 
Church, Caldecote at 7 for 7.30 pm. Space in the church is strictly lim-
ited - advance booking is essential. Admission £10 including a glass of 
wine. Tickets from Peter Robbins, 4 Meadow Cottages, Caldecote, phone 
01462 742440, or email him at peter@peterrobbins.eclipse.co.uk

Future events planned by the Friends of Caldecote Church include
Fuchsia Festival Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th July 11am to 5pm.Herit-
age Open Days Thursday 11th to Sunday 14th September 12 noon to 5pm 
each day. The whole nation will be invited to view our little jewel!

picture by Janet Fair

Hinxworth allotment plot thickens
Following last month’s 6th column piece about allotments, a number 
of Hinxworth people have declared an interest in acquiring plots on 
which to grow fruit and vegetables. Application has now been made on 
their behalf to the Parish Council, copied to Councillor Andrew Young. 
Watch this space. If you are interested, contact the editor.



Dates for your diary
June 21st Illustrated talk, Caldecote Church 7 for 7.30 pm, see p1
July 6th Newnham Parish Lunch, Newnham Hall - see front page
July 12th-13th Fuchsia Festival Caldecote Church 11 am - 5 pm
July 17th  Patients Group Hospice meeting Ashwell Surgery 8 pm
July 20th Patronal Festival Eucharist St Mary Magdalene Caldecote 4 pm
July 30th Summer Outing - ring Sylvia Scales on 01462 742505
September 2nd Indoor Bowls re-starts
September 11th- 14th Caldecote Church  Open Days 12 - 5 pm
October 11th Multi Venue Quiz in aid of Hinxworth Village Hall
November 15th Hinxworth & Edworth Village Supper

    A working party met to tidy up Newnham churchyard on Saturday 
May 3rd. The upkeep of the churchyard is a village task now and a rota 
of families keep the churchyard mown and tidy all year. A lovely old 
church now has a lovely churchyard as well.

 regular maintenance pays 
This is the second year the working party has gathered. As the churchyard 
is so well maintained now we can work on other tasks like clearing the 
bank of the ditch of nettles and brambles, reclaiming gravestones where 
there are no families to look after them and lowering the front hedge so 
there is a better view of the churchyard and the hedge is easier to cut.

 We were all well fed and watered by Gwen and Maria. I am sure 
some of us only come for the food.

 A big thank you to all those involved on the day and those on the 
rota who keep it looking so good all through the summer.
Anthony Hughes

Newnham Churchyard tidy up

picture: Anthony Hughes

Village Hall News
do you think they’ll 

be impressed with our 
modesty, Ed?

or think we’re 
talking out of the 

backs of our heads, 
Michael!

Welcome to the first of what we hope will be regular updates on the 
Village Hall activities. The new Committee has now had its first meeting 
engulfed in enthusiasm, new ideas and creativity.

Let’s all remember that we now have, without doubt, the finest Vil-
lage Hall in the area thanks, in no small way, to the hard work put in 
over the past few years by so many people. We have on our doorstep a 
wonderful multi-purpose, multi-functional venue fully equipped to meet 
just about every demand. Whether the full hall is utilised or just one of 
the smaller rooms – there is no better place for miles around! That is, 
you will understand, the completely objective and unbiased opinion of 
the Management Committee!

multi venue quiz and village supper
Dates of exciting activities will come through as they are arranged but 
for now – here are two for your diary. Saturday October 11th will see the 
3rd Multi-Venue Quiz taking place. A great success in previous years, so 
why not put the date in your diary to act as a host this year? Secondly we 
have a really exceptional Village Supper planned for  Saturday November 
15th - a must for your diary! The committee has been discussing some 
modifications in line with your comments, to make it a night that the 
whole village can enjoy.

If anyone wants further information about the hall please do contact 
any committee member or for information regarding bookings please 
contact Sylvia Scales on 01462 742505.
Ed Thorn and Michael Baim

Isabella welcomed 

picture by Janet Fair
Isabella Floria Jarman was bap-

tised and welcomed into the con-
gregation of St Nicholas Church 
Hinxworth on  Sunday May 25th 
almost two years to the day after 
her older sister, Sofia Emmeline, 
was baptised. The event was in 
no way dampened by traditional 
Bank Holiday weekend rain, and 
was followed by a delicious buffet 
lunch for family and friends in 
Hinxworth Village Hall. 

Church rebuilt

We hear from the Diocese of 
Nyassa in Mozambique that the 
church of SS Simao e Judas (St 
Simon and St Jude), in Nzinje was 
inaugurated on May 3rd. This is 
the church rebuilt with help from 
Hinxworth soup lunches and St 
Nicholas Church. 

converts baptised
600 people were present, 25 were 
baptised and 16 confirmed by 
Bishop of Nyassa, Mark van Ko-
evering.  Among those baptised 
and confirmed were Paulina and 
her family who were Moslems be-
fore converting to  Christianity.

Paulina and her family

carpet bowls break
We understand that indoor 

bowls is taking a break in June, 
July and August and will re-start 
on Tuesday September the 2nd.

6th column
Use them or lose them - this seems to be an inalienable truth of vil-

lage life these days.  Whether it is the excellent mobile library which visits 
our villages, or a shop or  post office in a neighbouring village, a village 
church, a brilliant pub or school. Use them or lose them. Living in a 
town, such a loss might be an inconvenience, a blip in local life but there 
is usually another pub, another shop  or another church within a reason-
able distance. Facilities in villages are more vulnerable, more easily closed 
down, picked off. When they are gone, they are gone, and they  won’t be 
back. Better to use them now than wring hands much too late. 



Hinxworth Parish Council

continued in columns 3 and 4

continued from columns 1 and 2

Hinxworth and Edworth WI 
The May meeting of Hinxworth and Edworth W.I. discussed the reso-

lutions to be sent to the AGM in June. Diana Harford, a county visitor,  
took us through them and after some discussion they were passed with 
agreement. This was followed by a light hearted discussion of  “What has 
been the best or worst present ever received?” during which refreshments  
of cheese and wine were enjoyed. 

bring your antiques
On Thursday June 12th,  7.45pm, Village Hall, Hinxworth,  Mr Barrie 
Stevenson will talk about antiques. Bring your antiques and have them 
examined.  All welcome, non members  £2.50.

 produce needed for WI stall                   
WI Cake Stall, Biggleswade Market 8 a.m. onwards  Saturday  June  
28th.  All cakes, chutneys, pickles, quiches  and any other edible items 
gratefully received to be sold, ingredients and nut content to be written 
on packaging please.  

      Notes of  the meeting held May 1st in the Village Hall.
     Present: Simon Marlow (Acting Chairman),Les Whitfield, Wendy 
Kitchener (Clerk). Apologies: Martin Hoffman, Yvonne Tookey and 
Paul  Watler.   

 Minutes of the last meeting.   These were accepted as a correct record, 
and signed by  the Acting Chairman.

 Matters arising from the minutes: Guy Fawkes Bonfire: Les Whit-
field reported that David Osmond had now cleared the site. Street Light-
ing: There is still no further news from Hertfordshire Highways on the 
implementation of the scheme. The Councillors are still aware that the 
lights are permanently on in Christy’s Yard. Wendy Kitchener to write 
to the Christy’s Yard Residents Association. Litter Bin Emptying: The 
bins are now being emptied. Rubbish at the Rear of the Cottages: The 
Parish Council are awaiting an update from Richard Tiffin, Planning 
Officer at N.H.D.C. ,who has written to the owners of the land. Wendy 
Kitchener to contact N.H.D.C. Hertfordshire Plastic Waste: N.H.D.C. 
has notified the Parish Council that the waste is recycled in the U.K.  
Plastic chairs and tables are made from the recycled material.
        Chairman’s Report: Nothing to report. The election of a new Chair-
man will now take place at the next meeting on June 5th.
    Correspondence: Highways Bulletin: The Hinxworth area is not 
scheduled  for any work in the foreseeable future.
        Village Hall: Village Hall Management Committee: The Councillors 
welcomed Michael Baim and Ed Thorn as elected co-chairmen of the 
V.H.M.C. along with the new members.  
      Planning: Planning Application: Hinxworth Place No’s 07/02917/1 
& 08/00301/1LB The Councillors have no objection to the above 
application. Wendy Kitchener has notified N.H.D.C. 
      Finance: Village Hall Funds:  The funding for and the provision of 
the Car Park will be discussed at the next meeting on June 5th.

 Current Parish Council Funds:  The Councillors agreed to sign 
cheques for the current month’s expenditure. (Proposed by Les Whitfield 
and seconded by Simon Marlow). The current financial position was 
circulated to the Councillors by the Clerk.
        Audit 2007/2008: The 2007/2008 accounts are with Tony Devaney, 
for the internal audit. This will see the completion of the accounts for 
the Village Hall. The Councillors convey their thanks to him. 
       Recreation Ground: The Funding for Rural Play Iniative: Nothing 
to report.  The Tennis Court: This will be discussed further at the next 
Parish Council meeting. Membership renewals will not be sent out until 
after that meeting. Currently the members are those for 2007/2008. 
Further users are required. 

 Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads: It is necessary for all 
road users to contact the Hertfordshire Highways Fault Line – 01438-
737320 to report a fault. Please when ringing ask for a log number of the 
call.  Gap in the A1: After Andrew Young forwarded all the information 
no response has been received from Oliver Heald. Wendy Kitchener to 
contact Andrew. Arnolds Lane: N.H.D.C. has replaced the sign. Drain 
Cover New Inn Road: It is reported a drain cover is damaged opposite 
the side gate to Hinxworth House.Water Leak in Ashwell Road by the 
Church: This has yet to be mended. Wendy Kitchener to notify Hert-
fordshire Highways on both of the above items. 
    Police Matters: Neighbourhood Watch: There was a meeting to 
be held in the Parish Rooms Ashwell on May 8th at 8pm. General 
policing matters would also be included. Wendy Kitchener to notify the 
Hinxworth Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator.
      Environmental Issues: Nothing to report.
      Any Other Business: Contractors Public Liability Insurance, Risk 
Assessment and Method Statement:- This was held over  until the next 
meeting.  Councillors are awaiting information from Paul Watler. Horse 
Riding: The Councillors remind all horse riders to keep to the bridleways 
and not use footpaths. John Cheney: The Parish Councillors thanked 
John for his support for the Village by cutting the hedges and grass as 
and when necessary. Simon Marlow to write to John.
Orchard Lodge Chapel Street: Since the diversion of the entrance to 

Manor Farm and subsequent landscaping Orchard Lodge is flooded when 
there is heavy rain. This has been going on for over a year. Hertfordshire 
County Council has approached the owner of Manor Farm to rectify 
the problem. This he has promised to do. It may be necessary to set a 
deadline for the work to be completed. The Parish Council will continue 
to closely monitor the situation. (Subsequent to the meeting it has been 
noted that work has now started.) Wendy Kitchener to draft a letter. 
     Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday June 5th 2008 at  8.00 pm in 
the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8.50pm.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council 

There were more than 100 paintings on display from The Hinxworth 
Art Society, at their “Open House” on Friday evening 16th May in the 
village hall. This was not intended as a sale of work but more of an 
invitation to meet the artists and see what has been achieved by the 
members of the society. It was also an opportunity to show the future 
programme of events and possibly encourage others in the area who may 
have an interest in painting but are hesitant about joining  the Wednesday 
morning sessions.

pity so few were there
Unfortunately the event was not as well attended by villagers as had been 
hoped with only a few visitors. In spite of this, the wine flowed and those 
who did attend had a jolly time.

try a watercolour workshop
Should there be someone out there who would like to come to a wa-
tercolour workshop at the village hall on Saturday June 21st with tutor 
Bryan Thatcher, we guarantee you will produce a very acceptable painting! 
Contact Betty Thorn on 01462 742858.
Gordon Hayden

Art Society open evening

Derek Davies from Dunton watched by Julia Bell from Royston



Church Services - JuneOn the 
beat

with PC 431 Paul Marina

 copy date 
Please send all copy and pictures for July Village Voice to Patrick 
Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  
fool1@tiscali.co.uk by June 20th. Village Voice is published by 
Forbes Services Ltd, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts SG7 
5HL 01462 742015. Village Voice can be accessed on the web 
at Hinxworth.com  

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays June 12th and 26th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 1st 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 8th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 15th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 22nd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
                     9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 29th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Village Walk
Join us for a  walk at Millen-

nium Park, Marston Moretayne 
on Friday June 27th followed by 
lunch. Meet at 10.30 am at the 
Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth.

Soup Lunch
June’s soup lunch will be on 
Friday June 13th in Hinxworth 
Village Hall from 12.30 pm until 
2 pm. We hope you will join us, 
especially if you are newcomers.

Cold calling for selling property 
repairs and garden maintenance is 
one of the main  ‘fronts’ used by 

cold call menace

rogue traders who target older people in particular across Britain charging 
outrageous prices for shoddy work or no work at all.  This approach has 
an additional motive  - to gather intelligence, which can be used to target 
the householders at a later date, most usually via distraction burglary.

‘Prop men’ are the single most significant criminal element of the 
bogus caller network, playing on the fact that they are carrying out at least 
some work, however shoddy, thus enforcing the authorities to dismiss the 
complaint as civil rather than criminal. They will often say, “I am in the 
area today only and can tarmac your drive for £3 per metre or replace 
that missing tile on your roof that I have just spotted.”

pressure tactics and bullying
Relying on pressure tactics and bullying, the rogues often will get on and 
do a shoddy job of work without the householder even agreeing to the 
work being done.  The price goes up to an exorbitant amount and they 
then force the victim to pay there and then, often taking them to the 
bank to withdraw the ‘payment’.  I know this is a subject I go on about 
but sadly it continues, so please  help to look out for the elderly and less 
able in our communities.

defeat the bin-raiders
Be careful when throwing away old documents, bank statements and 
credit card receipts. Criminals search dustbins for these.  Shred old 
documents to prevent bin raiders from acquiring information about you 
and your identity.  If you suspect anything odd, call the relevant body as 
soon as possible, e.g. the Passport Office, Vehicle licensing, your credit 
card company, bank etc. 

check for fraud, be vigilant
Check with a credit reference agency such as Experian or Equifax to 
make sure no fraudulent applications for credit have been made in your 
name.  Keep your passport, credit cards, cheque books, driving licence, 
pay slips and other personal information in a safe place. 

Check bank and credit card statements carefully, and query anything 
that looks out of place.

Goodbye,Val, we‛ll miss you.

Caring for The Elderly
Around 24 people came to the Ashwell Patients’ Group meeting on 

Care of the Elderly at the Ashwell surgery in April.
Doctor Pauline Lambourne, Psychogeriatrician at the Lister Hospital, 

and Community Psychiatric Nurse Liz Wilson came ready to face any 
questions bowled at them.  Pauline works with consultants, psychiatrists 
and geriatricians and is based at the Glaxo Day Hospital, Stevenage. Liz, 
based in Letchworth,  works with the over 65s and liaises with North 
Herts and Stevenage consultants. She takes referrals from neighbours, 
families, the police, social services. She designs care packages, respite 
periods and home visits.  Also involved are specialist mental health teams 
and community mental health teams. Different counties appear to have 
different, and not necessarily compatible arrangements for the care of 
the elderly. These also include warden schemes.  

Care of the elderly includes provision for people with Parkinson’s 
Disease and Dementia, with Alzheimer’s Disease, Dementia, including 
Lewy Body Dementia, movement disorders, psychiatric problems and 
there are different therapies available, drugs, occupational therapy, as 
well as support of carers. Recent cuts had reduced the number of beds 
available for old age dementia cases from 40 to 24.

care nightmare
Organizing and, where necessary, funding appropriate care appeared to 
be a massive nightmare made up of contacting a number of different 
agencies, form-filling, means testing. The Patients Group will attempt 
to compile a guide to the different services available, and the agencies 
providing them and make this information widely available.

try Al‛s Café
The picture is not uniformly bleak. There are agencies and charities which 
provide resources and information. These include Help the Aged, The 
Parkinson’s Disease Society, Alzheimer’s Society as well as grant making 
bodies.  A local initiative is Al’s Café an initiative by Alzheimer’s Society 
and the Hertfordshire Partnership (NHS). Working on the philosophy 
that a problem shared is a problem halved, Al’s Café is located at the Glaxo 
Day Hospital, the Lister Hospital, Stevenage and is open on Monday 
nights from 7 until 8 pm for carers and relatives. For more information, 
ring 01438 781269.

get to know the Garden Hospice
The next meeting organised by the Ashwell Patients Group will be at 
Ashwell Surgery on July 17th 8 pm, entitled “Getting to know your 
Local Hospice”. All are most welcome.    

Ashwell School ‘s Cliff Jenkinson points out new classroom block to be finished in August


