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Village Voice

 Have you seen Toby? He vanished from Edworth on January 30th.  
He does not see or hear very well and is microchipped.  Reward offered.  
Phone 01767 313283.  Mark and Jilly have been overwhelmed by the 
support of friends and neighbours who have spent many hours searching.  
Messages of kindness have been received from all over Britain. If you 
have any information, do please ring Mark or Jilly. Thanks.

Have you seen Toby?

Meet The Neighbours Coffee Morning.
Do you live in Hinxworth or Edworth? Are you new to the Village? 

Did you move into Hinxworth or Edworth during the last five years? 
Have you been here ages but are unaware of what the Village has to offer? 
Have you been here even longer and just lost touch? If you answered yes 
to any of the above, why not come along to the Village Hall on Saturday 
15th March 10.30am-1pm?

you‛ll be amazed
Local Clubs, Organisations and Businesses will be represented. You’ll be 
amazed at just what goes on in Hinxworth & Edworth. Wonderful WI 
cakes, tea & coffee available throughout. What better way to spend a 
Saturday morning than meeting new friends or renewing old acquaint-
ances?  You may be inspired to join or rejoin one of the many clubs or 
organizations, but if not, then that’s ok too. Your company is all that 
is required. 
sponsored by St Nicholas Church Hinxworth and Hinxworth & Edworth WI. 

Join the Chicken Run

Could you rehome a battery hen? Following recent publicity about 
the appalling conditions in which battery hens are kept, you may like 
to know that there is a way to give a battery hen a good life. The Battery 
Hen Welfare Trust works with poultry farmers to  re-home these birds 
once the farmers have finished with them. Kate Webber of Thorns Farm, 
Hinxworth, can help you. “They are the easiest creature to keep,” she 
says. “If you control what they eat, you know you can rely on their eggs. 
They cost just 50p each, the hens not the eggs, and to see them scratch 
at the grass, flap their wings and look at the sky for the very first time 
is priceless,” she added.

 want to know more? - contact Kate 
A £5 sack of chicken feed lasts three hens about eight weeks. The birds’ 
beaks re-grow and their general condition improves by the day. Kate Web-
ber is happy to collect birds for those interested. She told Village Voice, “I 
have now been given the date of 8th March to pick up the hens.  There 
will be another pick up date of 15th March though, so if it’s too soon for 
me to pick them up for people they can pick some up themselves from 
East Essex on the 15th.” If you would like to know more, contact Kate 
on 01462 742488. And  you can go on line and find www.bhwt.org.uk 
and learn more about the delights of rescuing these birds. 

Just a few of the 20 million battery hens waiting for a good home

Mothering Sunday March 2nd
Breakfast in bed Church?

A year or two back we invited families to come and join us for breakfast 
before a family service at St Nicholas. It was a great success. Why not 
join us for our Mothering Sunday service followed by breakfast, and no 
washing up? The service starts at 9.15 am this Sunday March 2nd.

Three Horseshoes Fourth Music Night
This will now take place on Sunday March 9th, not the 2nd as ad-

vertised in last month’s Village Voice. Stuart will chair the proceedings 
which commence at 7.30 pm and last until 10.30 pm. The evening is 
semi-unplugged with two open microphones. Bass players, please note 
that very small amplifiers are allowed. All welcome. Don’t miss it.

Happy Easter to all our readers



Hinxworth and Edworth W.I.
Ashwell School is twinned 

with  Chejika School, Lilongwe, 
Malawi. A total of £750.05 was 
raised for Chejika School as a result 
of the collections at our Christmas 
plays and an optional staff scheme 
for making donations instead of 
sending each other Christmas 
cards.  The money was sent out 

Ashwell School helps Malawi children to read

to Malawi electronically during January and we shall be hearing shortly 
exactly how they intend to use it.  The picture shows the library which 
Chejika School built during 2007 with the £450 worth of collections 
made at our 2006 Christmas plays.  A close look reveals pictures of 
Ashwell displayed on the walls.

We helped Letchworth Hospice too
The school also raised £95 at Christmas by selling decorative badges 
in aid of the Garden House Hospice in Letchworth.  The Hospice has 
written to say how much our support is appreciated.

North Herts Guild of Singers
presents

Gioachinno Rossini‛s Petite Messe Solennelle
at the Coptic Centre, Broadhall Way, 

Stevenage 7.30 pm March 15th
Tickets £12, £10 concessions & £5 under 16:David‛s Music 

Shop. Eastcheap, Letchworth, or ring 01462 434318

The nursery on New Inn Road, Hinxworth is re-opening on Satur-
day March 15th after its winter break. There will be a larger than ever 
selection of geraniums and other plants, and an extensive new range of 
terracotta and fibre clay pots. Foxhollow  Nursery is open seven days a 
week from 9 am until 5 pm. Phone 01462 733138

Foxhollow Nursery reopens March 15

Concert at Warren Farm
Carthagena Road, Sutton, Beds SG12 2NQ

in aid of the Kasiisi Porridge Project
Clare Fox - Viola     Simon Marlow - Piano

Saturday March 8th 7.30 pm for 8 pm
The programme will include a wonderful early sonata by 

York Bowen and a fun piece ‘Blues for Benni‛
Tickets, to include drink on arrival and supper after 
the concert, £15, available from Kate Wrangham-

Briggs, 90 High Street, Wrestlingworth Sandy, Beds. 
SG19 2EJ, or phone 01767 631211

The 73rd Birthday Party of Hinxworth and Edworth Women’s Institute 
took place in the Village Hall on Valentine’s Night. 14th February. The 
hall was suitably decorated and the supper was a Bring and Share; many 
varied dishes  savoury and sweet were provided by the members and were 
enjoyed by all. This was followed by Old Tyme Dancing starting with 
a demonstration by Jane and Robin Meekins from Guilden Morden. 
There was much hilarity as everyone tried to learn the dances,  even our 
Village Voice editor who tried out his new knee, but in the course of 
the evening dances were learnt and many toes were trodden on in the 
attempt, but a jolly evening was enjoyed by everyone.

life aboard ‘Mayflower‛
This month’s meeting on Thursday March 13th will hear from Mrs Jackie 
Painter who will speak as Elizabeth Tilley, wife of the captain of the 
‘Mayflower’, the ship that took the Pilgrim Fathers to the New World in 
1620. The meeting is at 7.45. All welcome, non members £2.50.
Carol Cheney

Congratulations

February was a month for significant birthday celebrations. Chris Knight 
of Christy’s Yard, Hinxworth marked his fiftieth birthday with a party in 
the Village Hall. Bev Smith and her daughter Abigail of Francis Road, 
Hinxworth, shared a celebration in the  Village Hall to mark Bev’s fiftieth 
birthday and Abigail’s twenty-first. Best wishes to them all.

Bishop‛s last local confirmation
 Bishop Christopher Herbert of Saint 
Albans, who visited Hinxworth in 
December, was in Ashwell to 
confirm some 16 candidates from 
Ashwell, Hinxworth, Standon and 
Weston on February 20th. Among 
them was Tom Hartree of Chapel 
Street, Hinxworth. The bishop  
recently announced that he would 
retire next January when he reached 
the age of 65. Tom Hartree with Bishop Christopher

‘Have you been disturbed by these bird scaring gas guns?’ asked a 
neighbour. ‘They seem to be getting louder and nearer.’ ‘That’s a creeping 
barrage,’ I said. ‘No joke,’ he replied, ‘especially if just as you’re getting 
on a horse, the bird scarer fires, and the horse is spooked, and you fall 
off.’  My neighbour has a point. Back to the drawing board or to old-
fashioned scarecrows?

Birdscarer spooks horse shock horror

Estate Agents‛ litter
With all the money they make 
buying and selling houses, don’t 
you think estate agents could 
afford to  tidy up afterwards? These 
signboards live in an Edworth 
ditch. They belong to Satchells, 
Country Properties, and Putterills 
of Hertfordshire.



Dates for your diary
March 2nd Mothering Sunday service and breakfast at St Nicholas 
Church, Hinxworth 9.15 am
March 6th Parish Council, Hinxworth Village Hall 8 pm
March 8th Concert at Warren Farm, see page two
March 9th Open floor music night, 3 Horseshoes, Hinxworth 7.30 pm
March 13th WI meeting Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45 pm
March 15th North Herts Guild of Singers concert, Stevenage 7.30 pm
March 20th Copy date for Village Voice
March 21st Good Friday walk, rolls and coffee, and meditation in St 
Nicholas Church, Hinxworth. Meet at church for walk at 11.15 am.
April 3rd Hinxworth Parish Council AGM Village Hall 8 pm
April 8th “Care of the Elderly” open meeting Ashwell Surgery 8 pm
April 23rd Annual Parish Church meeting, St Nicholas Church 8 pm
May 8 Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Parish Room, Ashwell 8 pm

Hinxworth Parish Council

continued in columns 3 and 4

continued from columns 1 and 2

Minutes of the meeting held February 14th in the Village Hall 
Present: Dr M. Hoffman, Chairman; Simon Marlow; Yvonne Tookey   
Paul Watler, Les Whitfield, Wendy Kitchener, Clerk; also present  P.C. 
Paul Marina and P.C.S.O. Tracy Kennedy.                        
       Minutes of the last meeting.  The minutes were accepted as a correct 
record and signed by  the Chairman.
      Matters arising from the minutes: Francis Road Blocked Drains/
Sewage Problem: North Herts District Council are in talks with Anglian 
Water on this issue. Andrew Young intends to keep actively pursuing the 
situation and will report back as and when there are any further develop-
ments.  Guy Fawkes Bonfire: Paul Watler reported the area had still not 
been cleared.  Wendy Kitchener is to investigate. Street Lighting: There 
had been three responses from Village residents detailing their concerns.
The proposal for a pilot scheme to switch off the street lights has been 
well publicised within the Village over the past months. As Hertfordshire 
Highways appear no further forward in implementing the scheme the 
Parish Council can only await further information from them. The lights 
in Christy’s Yard appear to be on permanently. It is hoped this will be 
addressed at the A.G.M. of their management company. Les Whitfield 
will follow–up.
    Correspondence: Funding: There is a communications grant of 
£1000.00 available for Villages from C.P.R.E.  Yvonne Tookey sug-
gested that Patrick Forbes should apply in respect of the Village Voice.  
Highways Bulletin: The Hinxworth area is not scheduled  for any work 
in the foreseeable future.
     Village Hall: Village Hall refurbishment: It is hoped to review the 
financial position and various options available with regard to the Vil-
lage Hall refurbishment. It is expected to finalise these by the end of the 
current financial year prior to submitting the Parish Council’s accounts 
for external audit.
     Planning: Planning applications: 08/00213/1LB & 08/00212/1 
Three Horseshoes, High Street. The Parish Council voted by a majority 
decision of ‘no objection’ to the single storey rear extension. A concern 
raised is the availability of car parking, as this extension would attract 
additional customers without parking facilities. There is no availability 
of parking on the High Street.    
      Rubbish at the rear of the Cottages: This has now to be removed. 
Various options are being investigated.
       Finance: Annual Accounts 2006/2007: The external auditors Lub-
bock Fine have now completed the external audit.   There were a few items 
requiring attention, but no major concerns. The audit fee charged was 
based on agreed fee scales. Current Parish Council funds:  The Council-
lors agreed to sign cheques for the current month expenditure. 
Recreation Ground: The Funding for Rural Play Initiative: Yvonne 
Tookey has been advised by North Herts District Council to apply for 
funding via The Parish Challenge. May 2008 is the next date to apply with 
funds being available from February 2009. In the meantime Yvonne will 
consult with the mums and youngsters in the area for their advice on what 
is required.  Maintenance: An application made to the Parish Challenge 
for £1250.00 has been successful. The cutting and maintenance of the 
recreation ground and surrounding hedges can now be reviewed for the 
next financial year.

 Village Items: Hertfordshire County Councillor Tony Hunter  plans 
to meet with David Stutley and Hertfordshire County Council Officials 
to resolve the problem of the flooding ditch alongside Orchard Lodge. 
This is still ongoing. The Parish Council waits to hear of the outcome.  
Gap in the A1: The Councillors agreed to ‘keep up the pressure’ on the 
Highways Agency as their response,  “there are ‘no economic grounds’ to 
warrant closing the gap” is unreasonable.  Wendy Kitchener will contact 
the Bedfordshire County Councillor for this area. Hinxworth/Edworth 
signs:  Paul Watler reported some are still missing and others are in the 
process of being installed - a series of three poles in various places awaiting 
signs. These have been in place for about six months.  Wendy Kitchener 
to contact the Highways Agency. Grass Verges, New Inn Road: It appears 
that the school bus parks along New Inn Road before picking up the 

children in Hinxworth. This area is now badly churned up. To overcome 
the problem the Councillors suggest the bus parks by the picking-up 
area in the High Street in future. The Clerk will contact Herts County 
Council. Arnolds Lane: A resident of Arnolds Lane is concerned it has 
no road sign. Over the years the original sign has disappeared.  The Clerk 
will contact Hertfordshire Highways to request a sign be installed.  

 Police Matters:  P.C. Marina and P.C.S.O. Tracy Kennedy attended 
for their annual report and update on policing of and  crime in the area.  
P.C. Marina reported crime is reducing in the Ashwell, Hinxworth, 
Newnham, Caldecote and Radwell area. This is the lowest crime rate in 
North Herts. He hopes to drive this down further by new initiatives.   
Funding of £1,500 has been secured for 65 ‘shroud locks’ to cover pad-
locks on sheds to deter thieves.    Hare  coursing is reducing considerably 
as P.C. Marina has brought in additional checks when  apprehending 
culprits. With these checks life is proving rather difficult for these people 
and they prefer to  move off elsewhere.  With regard to the switching off 
street lights it was his opinion that crime would not increase in the area.  
Hinxworth’s proposed timing for the switch-off is at a time when there 
is virtually no criminal activity.   

The Chairman expressed concern after the two armed pub raids in 
Ashwell. Was The Three Horseshoes at risk? P.C. Marina said the raiders 
were intent on targeting pubs with a large turnover and a known large 
sum of cash on the premises. These appeared to be well planned raids. 
So he feels that Three Horseshoes will not be a target.  Paul Watler asked 
about response times. P.C. Marina said these are logged at the control 
centre and prioritised according to the severity of the crime. For instance 
anyone at home with an intruder trying to gain access or actually in the 
house would activate a quick response. The nearest available police car 
would be alerted to attend.  P.C. Marina outlined the work of the Rural 
Advisory Group. This was an overview of what local residents feel need 
to be done. Hinxworth had signed up for this last year. One of the is-
sues was speeding cars in the High Street. Regular monitoring now takes 
place. With this in mind P.C. Marina informed the Parish Councillors 
his vehicle is fitted with a number recognition device. This has proved a 
useful deterrent on his patch.The Chairman thanked Paul and Tracy.
     Environmental Issues: Litter bin emptying: The litter bin outside the 
pub and the one outside Paul Watler’s house require emptying on a regu-
lar basis. Wendy Kitchener to contact NHDC. Plastic bottle recycling: 
After contacting NHDC over a month ago the container has not been 
moved back further onto the grass. The Councillors intend to continue 
to monitor the situation to ensure all items for recycling are placed in 
the container.  Wendy Kitchener to contact NHDC.    
      Any other business:  Contractors Public Liability Insurance, Risk As-
sessment and Method Statement:- Paul Watler said there is a requirement 
for these documents to be held by the Parish Council for all Contractors 
who work for the Council. The Chairman asked him to obtain the docu-
ment detailing the current legislation.   
     Date of the next meeting:  March 6th 2008 at 8.00 pm in the Village 
Hall. The meeting  closed at 9.30 pm. Date of the AGM: Thursday April 
3rd at 2008 at 8.00 pm in the Village Hall. 
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council  



Church Services - MarchOn the 
beat

with PC 431
Paul Marina

Village V

 copy date 
Please send all copy and pictures for April Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 
18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  fool1@tiscali.
co.uk by March 20th. Thank you.  Village Voice can be read at www.
hinxworth.com 

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays March 13th  and 27th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 2nd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 9th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 16th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Good Friday 1 - 2  pm Words and music, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 23rd  5.30 am Dawn service St Mary’s Ashwell
            9.15 am Easter Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
            9.30 am Easter Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 30th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

I do publish a larger newsletter sent via e-mail if you would like to receive 
this please e-mail me with your name address and phone numbers and 
I will put you on the distribution list.

larger email bulletin on offer

Village Walk
Join us for a walk around the 

“Danish Camp” at Willington 
on Friday March 7th followed 
by lunch in a local pub. Meet at 
10.30 am at the Three Horseshoes, 
Hinxworth

Soup Lunch
February’s lunch recorded the 
highest number of takers in the 
lunch’s history. March’s amazing 
soup lunch will be on Friday 
March 14th in Hinxworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 
Still the very best value and the 
most stimulating conversation! 
See you there?

Have you ever stopped and thought of the value of the property that 
you store in out buildings: gardening equipment; power tools; golf clubs; 
fishing tackle etc?  This may run into hundreds if not thousands of 
pounds.  As the weather gets warmer we find that the criminal element 
of our society will be looking at thieving these items. The majority of 
these people are basically lazy - that’s why they are crooks - and simple 
security,  good padlocks and a security light will save you the problem 
of dealing with such an incident. 

a shed alarm for just £6
Security lights are very good. In the past when I have been on drug raids 
I’ve found there is nothing more off putting that sneaking round the 
back of a house and being illuminated by a great big security light. Shed 
alarms are very cheap, you can purchase them from us for just over £6. 
Also an easy way to alarm a shed is with an alarm working off a PIR. If 
you install a PIR in your shed,  a light that comes on when you walk up 
to it, just take off another supply and wire it into an alarm - it must be 
a low power alarm and the right type of PIR. Hide a switch, and turn it 
on before you go to bed or go out. 

free lock shrouds
In a bid to reduce shed breaks I have obtained funding and had produced 
65 shed lock shrouds, theses are basically a hasp & staple that have had 
a couple of metal plates welded over the portion where the padlock lays, 
this prevents the padlock being attacked. If you would like one please 
contact Chris Brabrook or Tracy Kennedy. You must live on my beat, if 
you don’t and want one get on to your local Police to make contact with 
me and we will see if I can get some transferred.

    Shed Breaks

Village AGMs. 
The Parish Council AGM will 
take place on Thursday April 3rd 
in the Village Hall at 8.00pm.
This will follow the Village Hall 
Management Committee AGM 
at 7.30pm.

Local news? Big anniversaries or 
birthdays coming up? Get in con-
tact with Rob Coston at Ashwell 
Post Office with anything you 
would like featured in the Roys-
ton Crow. Call him anytime on 
01462 742210 or via e-mail at  
rcoston@hotmail.co.uk 

Feed the Crow

I am arranging a NHW meeting 
for G4E division. This will be held 
on Thursday 8th May at 8pm at 
the Parish Rooms in Ashwell. 
This will be open for all NHW 
members plus members of the 
public to discuss local crime and 
to notify Police of any problems 
or concerns. I am hoping to put a 
little twist on the evening and have 
a Scene Of Crime Officer attend 
to give a talk on forensics. I hope 
to see you there.

Neighbourhood Watch

Ashwell Patients‛ Group 
  As our committee was discussing 
which topics should be included in 
our programme of events, one  
member told how he and his wife 
had recently had to face the chal-
lenge of organising care for an 
elderly relative. They discovered 
the task before them was much 
more complicated than they had 
imagined. It is now increasingly 
common for people to find them-
selves in such a situation, yet they  
frequently lack the knowledge or 
experience to find satisfactory solu-
tions easily. For many - carers and 
their relatives - it is a time of great 
anxiety and stress.

 care of elderly
We thought that this would be 
an excellent topic for our next 
event. We are delighted at having 
secured the services of Dr. Pauline 
Lambourne from Hinxworth and 
a colleague from The Glaxo Day 
Hospital in Stevenage to speak on 
the subject of “Care of the Elderly” 
at 8 pm. on Tuesday 8th April at 
Ashwell Surgery. This will be an 
excellent opportunity to receive 
guidance from experts in the field. 
Coffee and biscuits will be served. 
Please pass the word on to anyone 
you think might be interested.

 check this out
Radio 4’s “You and Yours” has been 
running a series of broadcasts on 
“Care in the UK” and you might 
like to consult their website:www.
bbc.co.uk/radio4/youandyours/
careintheuk

 any suggestions
Don’t forget that if you have any 
comments or suggestions for the 
Patients’ Group to consider, you 
can either leave a message for me at 
Ashwell Surgery Reception or ring 
me on 01462 742977.
Peter ChapmanGive a bike a home

Editor’s bicycle offered free to 
someone who will cherish this 
Dawes 12 speed thoroughbred, 
now deemed too dangerous for 
editor with shortened legs. Ring 
01462 742015.

PCSO Tracy Kennedy

Music Night Moved
The Music Night on March 2nd 

at the Three Hoseshoes has been 
moved to the following Sunday 
March 9th from 7.30 until 10.30 
pm. All welcome. See front page.

Join us for a Good Friday walk, followed by filled rolls and coffee 
in St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth, then words and music for Good 
Friday from 1 pm till 2 pm. Meet at the Church for the walk at 11.15 
am on Friday March 21st.


