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Village Voice

Book now for Summer Outing July 30th
This will be to Kelmscott Manor, home of William Morris, and Buscot 
Park, home of Lord Faringdon, near Faringdon in Oxfordshire. We 
will leave Hinxworth at  8.30 am and arrive back around 8 pm. Cost 
maximum £30. Places are limited this year so please let me know if you 
want to come - deposit £10 per head, payable upon booking.
Sylvia Scales 01462 742505

This annual fundraising event for St Vincent’s Church, Newnham, will 
be held at Newnham Hall on Sunday July 6th. Book the date now. Full 
details in next month’s Village Voice.

Newnham Parish Lunch Sunday July 6th

Hinxworth Art Society Open Evening
Friday May 16th 8-10 pm Hinxworth Village Hall

Come and see what the Art Society has been up to recently. Have a glass 
of wine on us while you admire our work. Free entry, free wine and nibbles! 
We only ask for your interest and encouragement.

If you’re free on Wednesday mornings come and join the group. We start 
at 10 am. No experience necessary!

St George‛s Edworth Patronal Festival
Join us as we celebrate England’s patron saint in our small but perfectly 

formed village church in Edworth, this Sunday, April 27th at 9.15 am.

St George‛s Day Newnham Sunday Lunch 
Why not make a day of it and enjoy lunch in Newnham Village Hall, 

12.30 pm this Sunday April 27th? There will be sherry, then lunch of  veg-
etable soup, followed  by cottage pie with onion gravy, broccoli, peas and 
swede, then fruit pie and custard, coffee. Bring your own drinks. For tickets 
contact Sue Scarrott on 01462 742696 or Betty Howard on 01462 742931 
£10 adults, children under 12 £5, in aid of Newnham village hall.

Tea-leaf fooled

A thief who stole a bottle of wine from a new display in the Three 
Horseshoes, Hinxworth, isn’t as clever as we might think. Sitting down 
at home and drawing the cork, the ‘tea leaf ’ would have discovered that 
his wine bottle  was in fact filled with cold tea. 

Village Voice was complimenting the Three Horseshoes on its new 
wine rack filled with bottles of wine. “Increased your wine range?” we 
asked. “No, the bottles are purely a decorative feature,” we were told. Then 
we heard of how the thief had removed one or more bottles thinking no 
doubt of a free slurp at home, only to find that Stuart had filled the bot-
tles with cold tea.  Though full of admiration for Stuart’s cunning ruse, 
we were saddened to think that a drinker would stoop so low.

Stuart fills a wine bottle with cold tea

Parish priest to wed

Simon Chambers, our parish priest, has announced his engagement to 
Jenny Dalton. They met ‘over the garden fence’ some five years ago when 
they were next door neighbours in Poole. Jenny is an artist by training 
and has taught art at secondary school level. For the last five years she 
has worked for the police in Dorset on the emergency services’ 999 calls. 
She also plays tenor horn in a champion brass band section in Poole. 
The couple are to be married in St Mary’s, Ashwell on June 20th next 
year. There will be a chance to meet Jenny at a ‘bring and share’ event 
towards the end of May. We wish them every happiness. 



Dates for your diary
April 27th 9.15 am Patronal Festival St George’s  Church, Edworth
April 27th 12.30 pm St George’s Day Lunch, Newnham, see page 1
May 8th WI meeting Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45 pm
May 8th Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Parish Room, Ashwell 8 pm
May 16th Hinxworth Art Society Open Evening, see front page
May 17th to 25th Ashwell Music Festival - see above
July 6th Newnham Parish Lunch, Newnham Hall - see June Voice
July 30th Summer Outing - ring Sylvia Scales on 01462 742505

Ashwell Music Festival
Saturday May 17th 7.30 pm Pasadena Roof Orchestra, St Mary’s
Sunday 18th May 7 pm The Vivace Choir, St Mary’s Church
Monday 19th May 7.30 pm An evening of folk, Bushel and Strike
Tuesday 20th May 7.30 pm Young Musicians’ Concert, St Mary’s
Wednesday 21st May 7 pm Architectural Ashwell guided walk
Thursday 22nd May 7 pm  Night with Ashwell Stage School, St Mary’s
Friday 23rd May 7.30 pm Lily Afshar - guitar- United Reformed Church
Saturday 24th May 7.30 pm  ‘Arrival’ Abba Tribute Band, St Mary’s
Sunday 25th May 6.30 pm Festal Evensong, St Mary’s Church.
Further details and bookings Box Office 01462 742746. Latest 
information available on www.ashwellmusicfestival.org.uk

Recently the BBC on its 
Look East programme, featured 
the video diary of two Norfolk 
men who took part in the Ban-
jul challenge. For those of you 
unfamiliar with this amateur 
version of the Dakar rally, this 
is our son Chris’ experiences on 
the same journey.

Sahara adventure

 “No money, no sense, no worries” is the motto on the Banjul Chal-
lenge – a car rally driving from Portsmouth to the Gambia. There are 
nine rallies a year with about twenty cars on each rally.  The aim is to have 
fun and raise money for charity. As our son, Chris, said the catchphrase 
was very apt, apart from the worries.

The rally drivers buy their cars in the UK paying not more than 
£150 plus another £150 for any necessary repairs and then equip them 
for a three-week trip.  On arrival at Banjul the cars and equipment are 
auctioned and the money raised goes to charity: Medecins sans Frontieres 
or Unicef.

‘nearly mugged in Barcelona‛
It all sounded quite straight forward until we got messages like ‘we nearly 
got mugged in Barcelona’, and  ‘We thought we’d had it when the police 
ordered us into a compound on the Senegal/Gambia border’. At one 
point came words I dreaded  ‘You won’t hear from me for two or three 
days, we’re going into the Sahara desert’. My fears were well grounded.  
Whilst digging the car out of the sand Chris sustained a hole under one 
of his toes which caused him to pass out and doctors taking part in the 
rally thought he might need a skin graft.

After crossing the Gambia river on the last leg of the journey they 
drove along a deeply pot-holed dirt track, low on petrol and supplies with 
worn out suspension and punctured tyres and surrounded by hyenas, 
snakes, leopards and crocodiles.  The next message had me shouting 
‘Hallelujah’ – it was ‘we made it’ meaning they had arrived in Banjul 
the capital of Gambia.

banger makes over £800
The following day there was a triumphal procession of the rally cars 
through the Presidential Arch cheered on by grateful Gambians who 
benefit from these rallies.  All the cars were later auctioned for charity, 
Chris’ car fetching more than £800.
When he eventually arrived back in the UK, after congratulations I did 
ask  if in future he couldn’t just try bird watching or fishing, but I don’t 
think that would be challenging enough!
Betty Thorn

      Dinah did not like talking about death 
but she did say to me that she wanted no one 
to wear black and for us to have a good party 
to remember her. A service on April Fool’s day 
would have made her laugh. She can only be 
described as a character and the world has 
fewer of them these days. 
     Ma was born in Weston, no one is quite 
sure when.  Not very long ago she was 
stopped in the village, surprisingly for erratic 
driving. The policeman asked her her age. She 
said ‘I do not know.  My age depended on 
the circumstances and I cannot  remember 

Dinah Hughes - an appreciation 

what age I have used for my driving licence.’ The policeman rang Fiona 
to ask her to come down and asked if Ma had Alzheimer’s. ‘Certainly 
not!’ was the reply -  ‘this is quite normal’.The family moved to farm in 
Newnham after the end of the first world war.

always late, sometimes insubordinate
Ma never talked a great deal about her youth but I had the impression it 
was fairly wild. She told stories about Boy and Percy hanging her out of 
the window. She loved hunting and was always late and turned up on the 
wildest untrained horse which granny had purchased as a bargain. She 
loved to follow the hunt.  During the war she joined the FANYs.  Again she 
was always in trouble, being late for duty  and sometimes insubordinate.

She married my father and they lived in London. My father had a 
daughter Fiona from his first marriage. I was born in 1955 and Em two 
years later. After I was born they returned to Newnham where we  lived 
at the Hall with granny. The house was split in two which could not 
have been easy.

Dinah had a lively interest in life. She was always ready to have a 
debate about politics or religion and, as many of you know, she had an 
opinion about everything and anything. She read a lot although I did 
hear a rumour that as a member of the Baldock book club she happily 
turned up at the meetings having never read any of the books!

rescued on a Yugloslavian mountain
Nothing daunted her. One holiday trip with the Farrs, with no fathers 
present, Sheila drove one camper van, and Ma the other down to 
Greece through Germany and Yugoslavia and across to Italy and back 
home again.  Ma’s only failure was when she lost her nerve after we had 
taken a wrong turning and ended up on an unmade road on the side of 
a mountain in Yugoslavia. Nick had to be summoned from the other 
camper van to rescue us.

a donkey saved mowing costs
There was always some money making or saving scheme on the go:  chin-
chilla skins for coats; commodities; woollen knitting; antiques; a donkey 
to save on the mowing. Dinah was a very good bridge player.  It was a 
wonderful pastime for her particularly in her later years. Above all she 
loved company, and  enjoyed family gatherings with all or some of her 
eight grandchildren, parties by the pool in the summer, lunches out.

I took her last summer to a funeral of one of her oldest friends who 
had been in the FANYs with her. As we went into the service she said 
to me ‘It is terrible all these people are so old. I can remember when we 
used to have wonderful parties down here.’

life will be poorer without her
She could not accept growing old. She was always a restless person who 
could not settle at home. After we stopped her driving, a very difficult 
decision, she lost her independence and she never adapted to it. But her 
fighting spirit was there to the last. We organised taxis and lifts but no, 
this was too restricting and we found one Sunday that she had thumbed 
a lift to Ashwell to visit Derek Holtom. Life will be poorer without her. 
Let us celebrate that we were lucky enough to have known her.

Anthony Hughes
Dinah Barbara Louise Hughes born 1915, died March 21st 2008

a slightly shortened version of the address at Dinah’s memorial service



Hinxworth Parish Council

continued in columns 3 and 4

continued from columns 1 and 2

Note of the Annual  Meeting  3rd April 2008 
 Chairman Dr Martin Hoffman welcomed 27 villagers. Minutes of 

2007’s annual meeting were accepted unanimously.
Chairman’s Report: The Chairman having been voted in again for 

this past year will now be standing down. He thanked the Councillors 
and the Clerk for their hard work over the past year. The new Chair will 
have the support of the Councillors. After the elections of May 2007 
the new Council is now bedded in. He also thanked the Village Voice 
team for their work. 

Highways:  These continue to be a problem. There is no change to 
the “pothole problem”. The Chairman is concerned about  the amount 
of profits made by the private contactors who maintain the highways.  
Villagers are again asked to report  problems to Hertfordshire Highways 
on 01438 737320 and remember to ask the log number of the call. Unfor-
tunately the Parish Council were unable to help with the blocked drains 
in Francis Road over Christmas. The District Council were informed and 
the outcome of the request for reimbursement is awaited. The flooding 
at the top of Chapel Street that encroaches on to the ground at Orchard 
Lodge is being actively pursued by Tony Hunter. Some four or five years 
after the installation of the speed sign the Parish Council received a bill 
from Herts C.C. for the part payment of the cost. The Parish Council’s 
understanding has always been that all the costs would be met by the 
County Council. So this bill was not paid. The pilot scheme for turning 
off the street lighting has not commenced.  P.C. Marina believes that 
should the scheme go ahead, turning off the lights at midnight could 
reduce crime and accident rates. Simon Marlow  notified the meeting  
four other sites have been identified to be included in the pilot scheme, 
Shenley, Much Hadham, Codicote and Sandridge.   

 Recreation Ground including the War Memorial: A  £1250 grant 
has been provided from the NHDC  for the Recreation Ground. The 
ROSPA inspection of the ground had found a few ‘medium’ problems to 
be rectified. These funds will be used for this purpose. The war memorial 
has been repaired and repainted with 50% funds provided by  N.H.D.C., 
authorised by Andrew Young, and 50% from  the Parish Council.  Funds 
from N.H.D.C authorised again by Andrew allowed for the repair of 
the war memorial clock. The Chairman thanked  Gordon Hayden for 
the 25 years of winding the clock and hoped he would continue for the 
next 25 years.

 Planning: The Parish Council received notification of  the following 
planning applications during the year.  The land at the back of the Cot-
tages High Street – Planning was refused and the appeal was dismissed. 
N.H.D.C. are now actively pursing the owners to clear the site. The 
Three Horseshoes  application has now been withdrawn. Hinxworth 
House Hinxworth Place – This application is ongoing. Gypsy Site – the 
provision of the site was voted out by NHDC.

Village Hall: The funds left from the refurbishment of the Village Hall 
are approximately £9,000.  The Parish Council,  being responsible for the 
Hall has decided to put these funds towards the upgrading of the car park. 
The Chairman has asked Geoff Burrows to obtain a specification. 

Environmental Recycling:   The Plastic Bottle Bank is in place 
and working well. There were initial problems, but now N.H.D.C has 
resited the bin these have been resolved.  The two weekly recycling of 
household bins is working well, but the timing of the collections on the 
day is a bit erratic.

 Report by County Councillor Tony Hunter:  The Scott Wilson 
Report on Gypsy sites in the area caused great controversy. The sites 
designated not only upset the village residents but also the gypsies. The 
sites at  Ashwell/Hinxworth and Reed have been abandoned. Highways 
still continue to be a problem. Government has reduced the County’s 
grant for maintenance, on top of savings of £18m required. Fortunately 
a further £10m of  funding has been found. The filling of potholes has 
now been abandoned and a programme of ‘Patching’ has been intro-
duced. This stands up to the traffic wear. The Hinxworth/Ashwell Road 
will have this strip patching, know as “Super Category 2” commencing 
May 2008. A complete surface dressing will take place in 2009. It is 

hoped to do this for all roads in the area. £33m have to be allocated by 
the Council for Schools. An allocation has to be found for the care of the 
elderly.  Efficiency savings of £18m have been achieved  with council tax 
increases having to be less than 5%.  Les Whitfield asked if the A1 traffic 
congestion could be resolved.  This is the responsibility of the Highways 
Agency. No plans are in place as far as Tony is aware for any upgrading of 
the road.  With the proposed house building within the area the current 
infrastructure, including roads, is inadequate.  Les is concerned over the 
New Inn Road verge erosion. Tony is aware of the problem not only in 
Hinxworth but in other rural areas where roads are narrow and large 
vehicles have to pass each other, therefore it is inevitable the problem is 
likely to continue. Patrick Forbes asked when the A1 gap at the end of 
New Inn Road is likely to be closed. Tony is aware of this and said only 
continual lobbying will make the authorities close the gap.  

Simon Marlow asked when the Ashwell Road is “dressed” in 2009 
could Hertfordshire Highways liaise with B.T. who are to replace tel-
ephone cables along the same road in 2009. It would help to not have 
the road up again after the “dressing” has taken place. Tony said it will 
be difficult to coordinate the work schedule of  both organisations, but 
he would notify Hertfordshire Highways.  Geoff Burrows reported to 
Tony that there was a water leak on the Ashwell Road from the mains on 
the right hand side, just past the Church, going under the road leading 
to the left hand side, from Hinxworth to Ashwell,  being flooded. Biddy 
Sheldrick was able to confirm that the work was about to commence.

The Chairman thanked Tony for attending and bringing the Parish 
Council and villagers up to date on Hertfordshire County Council mat-
ters.  Tony thanked the Parish Council for all their hard work and com-
plimented them on the successful refurbishment of the Village Hall. 

Report by District Councillor Andrew Young: This was circulated to 
those present. The Chairman thanked Andrew for all his support. 

Adoption of the accounts: The Chairman thanked Tony Devaney for 
once again auditing the accounts for 2006/2007. He then proposed the 
adoption of the accounts. The Chairman also voiced his concern over the 
fees charged by external auditors Lubbock Fine. He also confirmed that 
repayment to the Public Works Loan Board had eight years to run.

Any other Business: The Chairman asked Simon Marlow if he would 
take on the duty of raising the flag at the War Memorial on St Georges 
Day  April 23rd. The Chairman then thanked everyone for participating 
in the meeting. The meeting closed at 9.00pm
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council

Hinxworth and Edworth WI 
Thursday 10th April was the evening when the members of the WI 

gave the committee a break and took over the running of the meeting.  A 
few items of business were discussed at the beginning of the meeting. The 
president for the evening, Yvonne Tookey,  then took over by thanking 
the committee for their hard work over the year and presenting each of 
them with a very acceptable gift. 

hilarious carpet bowling
This was followed by a lovely supper, with some very delectable desserts, 
then after supper and lots of chat, carpet bowls was next on the agenda.  
Some of the members belong to the carpet bowls club, knew how to 
play  and so they were teamed with those members who hadn’t played 
the game before. Much hilarity followed as the members were taught 
how to play.  The evening ended with the raffle and it was agreed by the 
committee that they had really enjoyed their release from responsibility 
for one evening.

cheese and wine sweeten the pill
The May meeting for Hinxworth & Edworth WI will be held on May 
8th in the Village Hall at 7.45pm. It is the resolutions meeting and will 
be taken by a county visitor, Mrs Garner from Hertford. To sweeten the 
pill of resolutions the refreshments will be cheese and wine and the more   
members who attend the more interesting it will be for all of us.

There are only two resolutions to be discussed so we should be able to  
get quickly on to our light hearted discussion on whatever you decide!
Carol Cheney



Church Services - MayOn the 
beat

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Village V�

 copy date 
Please send all copy and pictures for June Village Voice to Patrick 
Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  
fool1@tiscali.co.uk by May 20th. Thank you.  Village Voice can 
be read on line at www.hinxworth.com 

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays May 8th and 22nd from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 4th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 11th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 18th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 25th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist & Baptism, St Nicholas
                     9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Village Walk
Join us for a “bluebell walk” 

at Moggerhamger Park on Friday 
May 2nd  followed by lunch. Meet 
at 10.30 am at the Three Horse-
shoes, Hinxworth.

Soup Lunch
May’s soup lunch will be on Friday 
May 9th in Hinxworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 
We hope you will join us.Many people ask me what numbers to call if they witness a crime or 

see a road traffic accident, below are a few points that may help you.

     • If you see a crime being committed report it via 999 or ask  
 someone else to report it if you can't leave the scene. 

     • If the crime has happened and you do not think the   
 offenders aren’t nearby call 0845 33 00 222.

• Don't intervene in a violent incident.
• Pay attention to an offender's height, build, hair colour and      

 length and in particular their clothes. You may be asked to  
 describe them to police. 

what we will want to know
We will normally ask:
• Your name and address; 
• The telephone number you are calling from; 
• A main contact number (mobile or home number); 
• The exact location of the incident you are reporting; 
• The nature of the incident; 
• Descriptions of the people involved; 
• Whether you are a witness to the incident or reporting it on  

 behalf of someone else;
• For you to stay on the line if you are still watching the inci 

 dent; 
You can still report to the police anonymously through CrimeStop 

 pers. 
If you are reporting a road collision call 999 you may be asked:
• About the vehicles involved; 
• Who has been injured and what injuries they have. 

There will be a Neighbourhood Watch and general police 
meeting at 8pm on Thursday 8th May 2008 at The Parish 

Rooms Ashwell.

“What should I do if 
I witness a crime?”

+++++

Card Challenge
Original designs, paintings or 
photographs are requested for St 
Nicholas’s Christmas card this 
year. Subject: any aspect or view 
of the church. Please submit your 
entries by the end of June to Janet 
Fair, Cammocks, Chapel Street, 
Hinxworth SG7 5HN. The most 
interesting designs will be printed 
in time for Christmas.

VHMC starts New Year
The Village Hall Management 

Committee met on April 17th for 
the first time since the AGM. We 
have two  co-chairmen now, Ed 
Thorn and Michael Baim to rep-
resent Hinxworth and Edworth. 
Wendy Kitchener is continuing 
as treasurer and Claire Hay is the 
new secretary. Other members are 
Heather Baim, Sharon Dawson 
and Becky Johnson. We were 
fortunate to welcome two new 
members, Linda and Peter Butler.  
Sylvia Scales is still the bookings 
clerk on 01462 742505.

meetings open
We generally meet in the village 
hall on the third Thursday of the 
month at 8 pm.  It is an open meet-
ing and anyone from Hinxworth 
or Edworth is welcome to attend 
particularly if you represent an or-
ganization which hires the hall. If 
you wish to attend the next meet-
ing on 15th May please contact 
Claire Hay on 01462 742477.

We half apologize for any upset our April Fool feature about Hinxworth 
Village Hall may have occasioned those who didn’t spot the spoof item.

Food Riots
Last month there were food 

riots in 31 countries around the 
world. Perhaps some thought 
could be given to growing more 
of our own food, particularly fruit 
and vegetables in these villages, 
thereby cutting down food miles, 
reducing food costs and promoting 
healthy exercise as well as commu-
nity enterprise.

allotments anyone?
To this end we are looking at the 
possibility of allotments being in-
troduced for those who would use 
them. We understand that any six 
residents who pay council tax may 
apply to their local authority for 
allotments. If the council decides 
there is a demand, they have a 
statutory duty to provide sufficient 
plots to meet that demand. Village 
Voice would like to hear from any 
readers who may be interested in 
taking this idea further.

6th column

New fund supports 
greener buildings 

A new fund promises to bring 
more sustainable space and water 
heating, electricity and insulation 
to community buildings. It will 
support solar water heating, heat 
pumps, wood pellet stoves and wind 
or water electricity generators.

The Community Sustainable 
Energy Programme aims to dis-
tribute £9 million to commu-
nity not-for-profit organisations 
in 2008/9. The fund will help pay 
for both feasibility studies and the 
costs of equipment and installa-
tion. It offers £5000, or 75% of 
costs, whichever is lower, towards 
a feasibility study, or £50,000 or 
50% of installed costs, whichever 
is lower,  towards the recommend-
ed solution and its installation.

Any  communi ty  g roup, 
charity  trust, parish council, 
school,  college, faith organi-
sation and mutual society can 
apply. The quarterly deadlines 
for applications are 16 May, 15 
Aug, 7 Nov ‘08 & 30 Jan ‘09.  
     For more information see www.
communitysustainable.org.uk for 
full details. Or contact the Energy 
Efficiency Advice Centre on 0800 
512 012.

Asparagus alert
As we went to press, asparagus 

was  just poking through the  
ground at Thorns Farm, New Inn 
Road, Hinxworth. Watch out for 
signs to say it’s ready. Please sup-
port your local grower.


