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Village Voice
New School Buildings Opened

MP Oliver Heald cuts the ribbon
The autumn sun shone, children blew a fanfare, and our member of 

Parliament Oliver Heald formally opened the new school buildings at 
Ashwell School. The project which has cost in excess of £1 million in-
cluded demolishing the original double mobile classrooms, building a new 
four classroom block with a new music room, toilets, disabled facilities 
and storage. Improvements have been made to the existing classrooms, 
new toilets have been installed and a new office, his first, built for head 
teacher Cliff Jenkinson.

“Cool Classics in Quiet Corners” – tickets are still available for 
this wonderful concert in the Village Hall, This Saturday November 1st, 
7.30 pm, ticket prices £10 (£5 under 18s).

The Orchestra of the Swan  will be playing  Handel, Mozart and 
Tchaikovsky. For tickets or further information please contact Heather 
or Michael on 01767 315094 or email royal_penguin@hotmail.com.

Village Supper – This year’s evening is shaping up to be one of the 
best. Saturday November 15th, 7.30 for 8.00 pm and ticket prices £12.50 
per head. Please contact Ed Thorn (01462 742858) or Michael Baim 
(01767 315094) for your tickets. If you wish to act as a Host or Hostess 
please contact Claire Hay (01462 742477).

Events not to be missed

Art Society Autumn Fayre
This Saturday, November 1st, Hinxworth Art Society invites you to 

come to their Autumn Fayre in Hinxworth Village Hall, Francis Road 
from 10.30 am until 12.30 pm. There will be a display of art works, and 
sale of ceramics, jewellery, books, videos and dvds and cosmetics. There 
will be refreshments, tea, cofee and cakes to tempt you too.

Newnham Village Hall Quiz Night
Why not treat yourself to an evening out on Saturday November 

22nd? Newnham is holding a quiz night in aid of their Village Hall at 
7 pm for a 7.30 pm start. Four to a team. There will be a choice of fish 
and chips or chicken suppers. Adults £7.50, children £3, bring your own 
drink. Tickets from 01462 742696 and 742931

Oliver Heald paid tribute 
to all who had been involved, 
including  Hertfordshire 
County Council who had 
contributed £1 million  to-
wards the costs. He thanked 
the Friends of Ashwell School 
who had made  major con-
tributions, former Chair of 
Governors Sonja Bentley 
for driving the project forward,and the Henry Colbron Trust who had 
funded the new music room, and  Cliff Jenkinson who had been on site 
throughout the summer holidays to make sure everything was finished 
in time for the new school year.

The Friends of Ashwell School presented a cheque for a further 
£15,000, visiting dignitaries were shown around the School and then 
treated to refreshments and a chance to relax. All in all, it was a good day 
and a landmark in the provision of first rate facilities for local children.

I would like to organise an Open Gardens and Teas  event in Hinxworth 
in early June next year. I know some people are worried about security 
but Ashwell have done it for years as do many others. I’m sure we can 
work out arrangements. Please contact me if you would be willing to be 
involved and also if you would like to help me organise this event. Thanks.
Sylvia Scales 01462 742505

Open Gardens and Teas Hinxworth 2009

Mike Diggle, who was house 
for duty priest in these villages for 
some years, died after an operation 
at Harefield Hospital on October 
4th. He was aged 77. His funeral 
took place at St Andrew’s Church, 
Biggleswade on October 21st. We 
send Sue, Lizzie and Jonathan  our 
sympathy and best wishes. May 
Mike rest in peace and rise in glory.

Village priest dies

Brenda and Jack are married
Congratulations to Bren-

da Dangar and Jack Smith of 
Hinxworth who were married 
on October 3rd in Weymouth, 
and were blessed in  St Nicholas 
Church on October 19th. We wish 
them every happiness.

mailto:royal_penguin@hotmail.com


It will soon be time to start thinking about Christmas preparations 
again, so let me know if you too would like to be involved once again, or 
for the first time, in our Hinxworth and Edworth Alternative Christmas 
Card Scheme.  The idea is that those taking part donate the money that 
they would otherwise have spent on buying and sending Christmas cards 
to their friends in Hinxworth and Edworth to either, or both, of the chari-
ties we support. Any amount is gratefully received.  A flyer containing 
a Christmas greetings and the names of all the participants will then be 
delivered to every house in these villages just before Christmas.

hospice and cleft palates
Last year, taking into account the extra amount recoverable through 

Gift Aid, the scheme raised nearly £900 for the two charities we sup-
ported.  In 2008 we shall, as before, continue to support our local Hospice 
in Letchworth, which of course relies on voluntary contributions.  This 
year the Third World charity will be Operation Smile UK.  Millions of 
children in developing countries suffer with cleft lip and palate, and are 
condemned to a lifetime of malnutrition, shame and isolation.  However, 
virtually all of them can be helped.  Operation Smile was formed 25 years 
ago and empowers local surgeons to provide life-changing free cleft sur-
gery which takes as little as 45 minutes and can cost the charity as little as 
£150.  It has given desperate children in over 30 poor countries not just a 
new smile, but a new life too.  The BBC aired a documentary a few years 
ago about the work of Operation Smile entitled “The Facemakers”.

early december deadline
All I really need to know by early December is the names of those who 
wish to participate, but I’ll need to collect the money in before the end 
of the year. Just put your contribution - cash or, preferably, cheque(s) 
- in an envelope and drop it in to me at “Cammocks”, Chapel Street, 
Hinxworth.  Cheques should be made out to “Garden House Hospice” or 
“Operation Smile UK”.  You may, of course, wish to divide your money 
between both charities.  If your contribution is in the form of cash, do 
please remember to write your name on the envelope and which cause(s) 
you would like to support.  Better still, if you are a UK taxpayer and 
can make your contribution through Gift Aid, do let me know:  it is of 
real benefit to the charity concerned.  All you need to do is fill in a short 
form (which I can supply). The charity will then reclaim another 28p 
for every £1 you give and it doesn’t cost you a penny extra!   Meanwhile, 
remember – you don’t need to buy so many Christmas cards!
Janet Fair

Alternative Christmas Card Scheme Planet Fleece‛s new orbit
Back in July 2005 we reported on Jo Johnson’s 
venture into the internet fabric business. Passionate 
about fabric and textiles, Jo set up Planet Fleece 
to make printed fleece fabrics available to those 
wanting to make their own clothes. Bumping 
into Jo at the Baldock Country Market recently 
I discovered that she has now moved in to 
manufacturing clothes, specifically fleece tops for 
women and children. “We had to find ways of 
expanding the business and with a ready supply 
of beautiful fabric, manufacturing seemed the 

logical choice.” Said Jo. “We have been test marketing some designs 
locally and now our Ladies and Childrens tops are selling in many places 
throughout the south. I’m hoping Planet Fleece will become a household 
name, but before it does, readers of 
Village Voice have a chance to buy 
some unique Christmas gifts directly 
from us. We also have some beautiful 
throws/blanket s to help you combat 
the credit crunch by turning the 
heating down a few degrees! To find 
out more, contact Jo on her mobile 
07800 502340. Meanwhile, expect 
a demonstration from men who feel 
they should be seeing fleece tops 
specially designed for them.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
OMNIA- OMNIBUS- UBIQUE  Everything for Everybody, Everywhere 
that is the motto of Harrods “Palace of Knightsbridge” as told to us by 
Mr Richard Fernival-Jones who had been Food Hall Manager until his 
retirement in 2005, when he gave a most interesting talk to the WI on 9th 
October. He went on to tell us that the building of Harrods was started 
in 1849 by Charles Henry Harrod and was opened by him in 1853, in 
the first year £100 was made which was considered good business.  He 
sold it to his son Charles Digby Harrod for  £600. In 1883 he had 100 
staff and was making £1000 per year. In 1890 he took on a partner 
Richard Burbage and Harrods claimed to have the first escalator but 
apparently one took ones life in one hands when using it and need a 
restorative brandy after trying it out. There is another Harrods owned 
by the same company in Buenos Aires, opened by Charles Harrod after 
he had visited the area in the 1890s and found there was a need, and the 
store remains to this day.

£22 million turnover
The Harrods of today is owned by the Al Fayed family who bought it 
in 1985. There are 5,000 staff and the most amount of money turned 
over  in any one year is £22million.

agm with bells on
The next  meeting  of the  W.I.  will be on Thursday  November  13th

in The Village Hall  Hinxworth  at  7.45pm,  and it will be the  AGM
followed by a performance by the Aston  Bell Ringers.
Carol Cheney

How to reduce your household bills
     Those of us experiencing soaring household bills will be delighted to 
see that Community Oil, the heating oil supplier, is now offering a whole 
range of utilities aimed specifically at reducing your household outgoings. 
Telephone, mobile, internet, electricity - take any or all.  Some of these 
services are guaranteed always to be cheaper than the major suppliers 
and there are further benefits.

free landline calls
Community Oil is offering these money-saving services as an authorised 
distributor for a highly respected, FTSE-quoted UK company.  This 
new initiative to reduce household bills is very much in line with their 
claim to be ‘the customer’s champion’. Geoff Stephens, Community Oil’s 
proprietor says: “I’d be very surprised if you cannot find significant sav-
ings amongst these services.  I get all my calls to UK landlines absolutely 
free - so can you”.

find out at the fair
Community Oil will be exhibiting at the WI Christmas Fair in the Village 
Hall on Saturday 29th November 2008.  Which other utility supplier 
offers you the chance to find out about their services from a local person, 
without hassle - perhaps over a coffee?  This is an unmissable  opportunity 
to look at how you can reduce your household outgoings 
        If you cannot make it - or if you just can’t wait - then give Geoff Stephens 
a ring on 01438 714693 or email him on communityoil@bestbuyfar.net 
- but he would be very pleased to meet you there.

Women‛s Pamper Evening
raising money for

“Women for Women”
Hinxworth Village Hall 

Friday 5th of December 7pm till 10pm 
Beauty treatments, manicures, pedicures, reflexology, Indian head 

massage, makeovers, jewellery, cosmetics, gifts for women and children 
and much, much more all at recession busting prices.

For more information, to buy tickets or book treatments 
email aliharding1966@yahoo.co.uk or call Ali on 01462 742707

Tickets £5 including light buffet

mailto:aliharding1966@yahoo.co.uk


Dates for your diary
October 25th Charity Barn Dance, Hinxworth Village Hall
November 1st Hinxworth Art Society Autumn F ayre see back page
November 1st Cool Classics concert, Hinxworth Village Hall
November 6th Hinxworth Parish Council 8 pm,  Village Hall
November 8th North Herts Guild of Singers concert, see back page
November 9th Remembrance Sunday - see Church service times P4
November 15th Hinxworth & Edworth Village Supper, see front page
November 22nd Newnham Village Hall Quiz 7 pm for 7.30pm see P1
November 28th Lyra String Quartet 7.30pm Letchworth Settlement
November 29th WI Christmas Fayre. Hinxworth Village Hall 11 - 3
December 5th Women’s Pamper Evg, Hinxworth Village Hall see P2

Hinxworth Parish Council inquorate shock
The Parish Council was unable to transact business at October’s meeting 
due to there being no quorum of Councillors. Outstanding business will 
be held over to the next meeting on November 6th 2008 at 8.00pm in 
Hinxworth Village Hall. 

It was a village event to make the heart sing. Helene Donohoe and 
her family and friends put on a blast of a barn dance in Hinxworth on 
October 25th. They richly deserve our congratulations for such a success. 
The hot dogs were delicious, the company great and the band fabulous. 
Who could ask for more? Helene told Village Voice, “I was so pleased 
with the turn out on Saturday for the barn dance and the evening went 
better than I could have have hoped.  Thank you to all those who sup-
ported and danced their way through the evening.  Thanks too to my 
husband Chris of Willows Property Services for sponsoring the band, and 
for being chief sausage taster; my dad Geoff for all his months of hard 
work in making the props,animals and benches that decorated the hall;  
my mum Diane for putting up with sheep in her dining room; to Bill 
for letting dad raid his farm for implements; To our chef for the evening 
Jim, who was outside in the cold battling against the wind!  To my sister 
Libby and hubby Ian for help in setting out and for donating a raffle prize, 
and to my other sister Elaine and her friend Marie for doing the door.”  

 I would also like to say thank you to all the local businesses and in-
dividuals who so kindly gave raffle prizes and  those who donated money 
but were unable to attend the event.  Last but not least thanks goes to Joan 
Rutt and The Ivel Valley band for an absolutely brilliant evening.”  

Brilliant Barn Dance raises £981.94 
for Breast Cancer Unit

Trim your heating bills
In July 2008, the UK’s largest domestic energy supplier warned that 

gas bills could rise by up to 35% in 2008. This continues the upward 
trend in household gas and electricity costs since 2005.

Can we do anything to slow down these rising energy costs? As space 
and water heating account for around 60% of the energy used in the 
average home, this is a good place to start. Follow these 5 tips to trim 
your heating bills:

1. Use your programmer to switch the heating and hot water on 
and off and set your thermostat at between 18 and 21° C. Every 1° C 
above this increases your heating bill by 10%. 

2. Avoid using the immersion heater to heat water. The relatively 
high unit cost of electricity makes it more cost effective to use your gas 
boiler for this.

3. Switch supplier or switch tariff. If you have Economy 7, time 
your washing machine and dish washer to exploit the cheaper night-time 
electricity tariff.  

4. Make the most of each use of a given appliance. Wash clothes 
and dishes when you have a full load ready to go. Switch things off when 
not in use.

5. Insulate your home. Energy Saving Trust now estimates annual 
savings of £160 from installing cavity wall insulation. This is currently 
free to over 70s.
     For further free, impartial energy saving advice, call the Energy 
Saving Trust advice centre on 0800 512 012. 

The Lyra String Quartet
will play music by Purcell, Haydn, Glass and Beethoven aon Friday 

Novemvber 28th at 7.30 pm at the Letchworth Settlement, Nevells 
Road, Letchworth. Tickets £10 from  the Settlement on 01462 682828 
or David’s Bookshop 01462 684631.

Love those trees!
No question, Nicholas Barnes loves 

trees. He studied at Merrist Wood College, 
Guildford, gaining a National Diploma 
in Arboriculture. His company Evolution 
Tree Works Ltd has been going for four 
years, was formed from two sole traders, 
Mark Read,who worked from Hitchin and 
Nicholas working from Letchworth, and 
is now going from strength to strength. 
“We do everything from tree felling and 
removal, pruning, stump grinding, consultation and advice, estate man-
agement - we manage the grounds for a number of schools. We supply logs 
- a builder’s bag of seasoned logs will cost you £50 delivered. We  sell the 
wood chips to a sawmill in Wales where they use it to heat their factory. 
We send them about 24 tons every two months. Everything is recycled.

Mark fells an intrusive Ash while Nick trims a rampant holly tree

“We’ve been here in Edworth for five and a half years, we’re very happy 
here, lovely place, nice people, very friendly.” Why does he like trees? “I 
do enjoy working with them. I like the individuality and the character. I 
like the way they grow, the science of it, the pathology, identification of 
pests and diseases. I have a real love and affinity for trees.” So how does 
he feel when he cuts one down? “We don’t like to see trees cut down for 
no reason and we do try and talk people out of it,  and do the best for 
the tree and for the customer.”

Contact Evolution Tree Works at 3 Lower Farm Cottages, Edworth, 
Beds. SG18 9TJ, phone 01767 313086.

Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council

WI Christmas Fayre Saturday November  29th
  Village  Hall, Hinxworth 11am until 3pm,

Excellent craft items. Gifts and Christmas goodies.
Cakes, Chutneys and pickles. 
Refreshments served all day



Church Services - NovemberOn the 
beat

with PC 431 Paul Marina

don‛t miss the  copy date 
Please send all copy and pictures for December Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 
18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  fool1@tiscali.co.uk by 
Novembert 20th. Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd at the above 
address, phone 01462 742015. See us on the web at hinxworth.com

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays November 13th and 27th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 2nd 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 9th 9.45 am Remembrance Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 16th  9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 23rd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
                     9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 30th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Village Walk
Join us for a  walk on Friday 

November 28th followed by lunch. 
Meet at 10.30 am at the Three 
Horseshoes, Hinxworth.

Soup Lunch
November’s soup lunch will 

be on Friday November 14th in 
Hinxworth Village Hall from 
12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

Order your Farrowby Turkey now
call 01462 733700

Our colleagues in the Hertfordshire 
Fire and Rescue Service are urging 
people to be extra vigilant at this time 

St Nicholas in Hitchin
The North Herts Guild of 

Singers, which this year celebrates 
its fortieth anniversary, will per-
form works by Vivaldi, Holst and 
Taverner and Benjamin Britten’s St 
Nicholas on Saturday November 
8th in St Mary’s Church, Hitchin 
at 7.30 pm. To get tickets and fur-
ther information ring the Guild’s 
box office  on 01462 742832.  

Why not advertise sales and wants, offers or requests for work in 
the pages of Village Voice?   It will cost you nothing at all.

Firefighting

of year as we think about switching on the heating for the first time in 
a while. Gas fired boilers should be serviced regularly to ensure they are 
working properly and not giving off deadly carbon monoxide.

beware of lethal fumes 
Royston Fire Station Commander, Sean Comerford, urged people to 
make sure they have checks on domestic gas boilers carried out by quali-
fied engineers in order to prevent tragedy caused by faulty appliances. 
“Domestic gas fired boilers can give off lethal levels of carbon monoxide, 
which is a gas that is not detectable by smell, therefore you won’t know 
there is a problem until it is too late” he said. Carbon monoxide detectors, 
which look and work in a similar way to smoke detectors are available 
from most good hardware outlets and can save lives.

candles can cause fires
Another thing to watch out for this time of year are candles. People use 
them for mood lighting and other applications in winter and they can 
be very effective. A few simple precautions can prevent fire damage to 
your home.
Always use a proper holder for candles, and ensure they stand prop-

erly, away from combustible materials such as curtains and fabrics.
Never leave candles unattended, even for a short time and keep 

them out of the reach of children.
Tea lights must always be placed on a hard, non-combustible, 

surface such as a plate or saucer. Placing them directly onto plastic or 
polished surfaces such as a television is extremely dangerous as the metal 
casing of the tea light gets very hot and will melt through the T.V.
For more advice on home fire safety, or to book a FREE home safety 
check, please call the free phone number 0800 587 3347 or Royston 
Fire Station on 01763 822100.

Bookkeeper
Specialising in Sole Traders & 

Small Businesses. For a personal, 
friendly service call Adrienne on 
01462 743979 or e-mail adrienne.
gumm@tiscali.co.uk

I would like to  thank all friends 
and neighbours in Hinxworth for so 
many messages, prayers, cards and 
gifts sent to me during my recent 
illness and subsequent surgery.

I have been overwhelmed by the 
kindness, love and support shown 
both to me and to Lance during 
our difficult three months. 

I am now finally on the mend 
and hope to be back in full circula-
tion soon.   I have missed you all 
in Hinxworth so much!

Lin Jenkins

Thank you all

Dear Editor,
I recently tottered with my dogs up the field track beyond Hill Cot-

tage, Hinxworth.  A few yards on I saw four people approaching preceded 
by two dogs. As the track was still fairly wide at that point, I drew my 
two to  the side to allow the other party to pass. To my dismay, the dogs, 
labrador or labrador type, unrestrained and ignoring their owner’s calls, 
made a beeline for us. One was a large barrel-like adult and the other 
a youngster. The adult came round behind us and then, to my horror, 
launched a totally unprovoked assault on my lad, who had simply been 
standing quietly at my knee. Even his sister, who is less than half his size 
but often what might be termed ‘garrulous’, had remarkably remained 
silent. The attacker landed on his back and bowled him over, cantering 
away when I shouted and leaving him muddy, shaken and totally bewil-
dered. Perhaps I should have deployed my stick - against my instincts 
not to harm an animal.

arrogance on legs
When the two men and two women reached us, the owner took my 
breath away by saying, “it’s because they’re on leads. They would have been 
alright if they were not on leads.” I told him not to blame me for having 
my dogs under control, but he simply walked on - arrogance on legs!
I had never before seen the dogs or the people and have no idea where 
they came from or went to, except that they were obviously heading 
into Hinxworth. So dog owners and walkers of Hinxworth, if you find 
yourselves being approached by two black dogs, unrestrained and wearing 
red fabric collars, beware. It seems, according to their owner, that any 
dog on a lead is fair game for his marauding brute!
Marian Barnett.

Manners maketh man...or do they?

Freezer Wanted
 for Village Hall – if you are 
changing, upgrading or have just 
inherited a freezer which is surplus 
to requirements please contact me 
on 01462 742505 
Party in the Park will be going 
ahead next year so keep the end of 
June beginning of July free! If you 
want to perform or know someone 
who would let me know.
Sylvia Scales Remember them on Nov 9th


