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Village Voice

    Charity Barn Dance
Proceeds  to Addenbrooke‛s Breast Cancer Unit

Dancing to ‘The Ivel Valley Band‛
Hinxworth Village Hall 

 Saturday 25th October 7.45 for 8.00 p.m 
Tickets: £8.00 Includes Nibbles

Please bring your own drink
Hot dogs available to buy
Raffle prizes to be won

For details and tickets please contact Helene 
Donohoe on 07890 212194 or 01462 743213 

E-mail h.donohoe@btopenworld.com  

After just a year as the land-
lords of the Three Horseshoes in 
Hinxworth, Stuart and Jane Parsons 
and their two daughters have de-
cided to call it a day.

profitability problem
Jane’s skill in the kitchen had made 
the pub a popular place for diners 
with many recommendations and 
regular return business. However, 
in today’s economic climate it has 
proved difficult to make running a 

‘Shoes‛ Stu calls time

small brewery-controlled pub a reasonably profitable proposition.  So 
although their stay in the village had been very successful in terms of 
customer satisfaction, they found that the heavy reliance on food had 
been very restrictive on Jane and the girls, confined as they were to the 
kitchen. So rather than sign up for the further four years required by the 
brewery, they felt they should move on.

“We have enjoyed our stay here and have made some long-term 
friends, but we want to explore other opportunities and it’s better to 
leave on a high note.” Stuart said.

no date for change
As yet the brewery has not found replacements for the Parsons so, as 
Stuart commented,“we might still be here at Christmas.” Whether that 
proves to be the case or not, we wish Stuart and the family every success 
in whatever they do next.
Ed Thorn

There has been very little uptake from households to host this 
year’s quiz and as a result, therefore, we have decided to postpone it 
until early next year when perhaps there might be more enthusiasm! 
 Shame really - we have to be realistic - next year is another year and we 
hopefully will start our Village Hall activities for the year with the quiz. 

Village Quiz postponed.....

.....but Village Supper goes ahead
The organisation for the Village Supper on November 15th was finalised 
at our last meeting, taking into account comments about the event from 
villagers. This means that the supper this year will be more of a DIY affair 
than in the past few years. Only the main course will be provided by an 
outside caterer and local young people will serve at tables. The dessert 
course we hope will be provided by the table hostesses. Drinks will be sold 
separately at the bar.  Entertainment will be provided by “local talent” 
managed by Becky Johnson. As a result of these changes the cost of the 
tickets will be reduced to £12.50 a head.

hosts and hostesses needed
As table hosts or hostesses are a vital part of the evening we hope 

some of our readers will phone Claire Hay on 01462 742477 to take on 
the role. No washing up will be required.Tickets will be available from 
Monday 13th October from Ed Thorn on 0146 742858 or Michael Baim 
on 01767 315094. Tickets are also still available from Michael for the 
concert by the Orchestra of the Swan to be given in the Village Hall on 
1st November.

Edworth Harvest yields £900

St George’s Church Edworth was nearly full for Harvest Festival on 
September 21st. After the service, a buffet lunch was served to over 80 
villagers in the Barn.  The food was prepared by volunteers, and after lunch 
the produce which decorated the church was auctioned and the proceeds 
of over £250 were sent to the NFU’s Africa 100 appeal. The lunch raised 
over £500 for church funds, and the collection of  over £140 was given 
to the Bishop of St Albans’ Harvest for the Hungry Appeal.

Thanks to all who helped make this a memorable harvest festival, and 
especially to David and Rosemary Smyth for the use of their barn.

Educational  group E2bn created a Victorian Harvest  Festival display

mailto:h.donohoe@btopenworld.com


6th column

       Present: Mr S. Marlow (Chairman); Mrs Y. Tookey; Mr P. 
Watler; Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk). Apologies: Dr Martin Hoffman;  Mr 
L. Whitfield.
        Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes were accepted as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman.
      A1 Gap: Oliver Heald has copied a letter he received from Hertfordshire 
Constabulary to the Parish Council. It details that Hertfordshire Police are 
responsible for the A1 south and Bedfordshire Police the A1 north. The 
Hertfordshire Inspector responsible for the village of Hinxworth has been 
informed of the concerns and it is suggested requests for enforcement be 
made to Bedfordshire Police also. Oliver Heald has therefore contacted 
them and has received a letter of acknowledgement; copy forwarded to 
the Parish Council. Wendy Kitchener is to write a letter of thanks to 
Oliver Heald, and a letter to Bedfordshire Police requesting details of 
the action they plan to take.
     Street Lighting: Hertfordshire Highways have notified the Parish 
Council the pilot study is still in the planning stage. 

 British Telecom: There is still no response to the second letter. Wendy 
Kitchener is to write yet again.
     Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The current financial position 
was circulated to the Councillors by the Clerk. The Council agreed to sign 
cheques for the current month expenditure. (Proposed by Paul Watler 
and seconded by Yvonne Tookey).
      Tennis Subs: To be discussed in the New Year. 
      Planning: The Knoll Claybush Road Ashwell: The Parish Council 
noted the application for an 18 metre Wind Turbine on this site.       
      Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads:- It is really important 
that all road users report potholes etc. to Hertfordshire Highways. The 
fault line is: 01438-737320. Remember to ask for a log number of the 
call. Simon Marlow has been notified of another Village resident who 
has damage to a car wheel and tyre due to a pothole. A reply is awaited 
from Hertfordshire Highways to the letter giving them the maps of the 
102 potholes in the area. 
       Kerb at the left of the T Junction in Francis Road. The Contractor 
responsible for running over the kerb has been asked by N.H.D.C not 
to do so in the future. Weed Control: It is reported the weeds in Francis 
Road require spraying, Wendy Kitchener is to notify the appropriate 
authority. Cammocks, Chapel Street: It is reported the grass bank 
running in front of this property requires cutting. Wendy Kitchener is 
to notify the appropriate authority. 
      Village Hall: The Management Committee didn’t meet in August. 
       The Village Hall Road and Car Park: The Councillors are mindful 
of the need for the work to be done prior to the Winter. The Parish 
Council has received three quotes, as required, and these were discussed. 
It was agreed that Simon Marlow and Paul Watler would meet to agree 
the final specification. If possible an interim Parish Council meeting will 
be held to authorise the work. 
     Recreation Ground: The Funding for Rural Play Initiative:  The three 
quotes for the additional equipment required in the Play Area are awaited 
to allow the application to be made for the Parish Challenge grant from 
N.H.D.C. Play Area: It was reported that the synthetic surface under 
the swings has become slippery, due to the recent weather. Paul Watler 
has kindly agreed to ‘power wash’ the area to avoid accidents.  The Parish 
Council will continue to ask those persons using the Tennis Court who 
have currently not paid their annual subscription  to pay a subscription 
or to leave.  RoSPA. Report. RoSPA advised the Parish Council to 
contact Wicksteeds over the state of the swings. A reply is still awaited.
Tree Cutting: Simon Marlow has kindly lopped a branch off the tree 
to the right of the entrance to the Recreation Ground. The need for the 
hedge around the Recreation ground to be trimmed was mentioned. The 
Councillors agreed to discuss this at a later date.
        Allotments: Simon Marlow has been notified that possibly six people 
are interested in the scheme. Having contacted N.H.D.C. he has been 
advised planning permission might be required for the change of use 
for the parcel of land.  There are further issues such as the water supply 

       

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

Hinxworth and Edworth WI listened to an interesting talk by Den-
nis Rensch from Essex and Herts. Air Ambulance Trust. He told us of 
the fund-raising to provide Hertfordshire with an air ambulance of their 
own rather than sharing one with Essex.  £250,000 was required and the 
grand sum of £342,000 was  raised by the generosity of the public with 
the result that, all being well, our own blood-red ambulance will take to 
the skies at the end of October.

They fly 8am to 6pm 365 days a year. On board will be a pilot, two 
paramedics also trained as flight crew and navigators, and a doctor. For 
those interested in the finer points the helicopter is an MD902 Explorer, 
the latest one can buy. To buy one outright would cost 1 million pounds so 
the different counties lease one which costs £250,000 in the first year.  It 
flies at 150 miles an hour and can reach any hospital in the area, including 
the London hospitals, in eight minutes. It takes on board one stretcher 
case and one walking patient and has rear and side openings.

Last but not least, there are some places over which the ambulance 
may not fly, two being Ostrich and Turkey farms as this panics the birds 
and they can huddle together and suffocate. 

Fund-raising will continue and volunteers are required to help man 
the two shops, shake tins, and give talks and also to give to the Air 
Ambulance Lottery.

  all about Harrods
Next meeting; Mr Ferneval- Jones will speak on “The Palace of 
Knightsbridge -  HARRODS”. on   Thursday  October 9th   in Hinxworth 
Village Hall  at 7.45 pm. 

Carol Cheney                                          

Charitable Fun - dressing up for a good cause!

Residents of Hinxworth may have received a visit from four unlikely 
characters. James & Harry Stean, Robert O’Halloran and Annabel John-
son from Homefield and Christys Yard decided to dress up and collect 
money on behalf of the Garden House Hospice, Letchworth.

They raised a total of £32.97 for the charity.  Well done! and thank 
you to all who donated.
Heather Stean

L to R:  Harry Stean, Robert O’Halloran, James Stean, Annabel Johnson

Golden Wedding Anniversaries

 Rosemary and Roddy Blake celebrated their Golden Wedding with 
a lunch Party for family and friends old and new in Hinxworth Village 
Hall on 6th September. Roddy and his Best Man performed a brief 
and amusing entertainment  This was followed by cutting the cake and 
champagne.  Later the grandchildren performed an impromptu enter-
tainment of  singing and dancing.The Blakes lived in Hinxworth for 24 
years but moved to Steeple Morden in 2004.

Tony and Caro-
lyn Devaney were 
married on Septem-
ber 13th 1958 at St 
Mary’s, Oaklands, 
Weybridge, a week 
before Julie Andrews 
was married in the 
same church. Village 
Voice congratulates 
both couples.

Ashwell Patients Group Diabetes Evening
Ashwell Patients Group invites you to an evening about Diabetes 

at the Surgery, Gardiner’s Lane, Ashwell at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 
October 15th. Members of the Community Diabetic  Nursing Team 
will be there to talk and answer questions about Diabetes which now 
affects over 4% of the UK’s population. This will be the fourth open 
evening presented by the Patients’ Group.

To leaflet or not to leaflet
By and large I incline to the wild notion that readers would rather 

not open their copy of Village Voice only to have leaflets drop on to their 
nice clean floors. Why have a flier when Village Voice could carry the 
information in its pages? Perhaps our copy deadline is the problem and  
a leaflet might be a way round that problem. For others, an insert in 
Village Voice is a great way to get material delivered around four villages 
at no cost. It may be that the Editor’s lack of enthusiasm at the offer of 
a leaflet or insert has been attributed to a blatant unhelpfulness or an 
unusually severe attack of the Meldrews.

an apology from the editor
Which brings me to an apology for setting all my instincts on one side 
in order to agree that  a leaflet about public transport for Edworth and 
Hinxworth  be folded in with this month’s Village Voice. I suspect that 
the authors want to remind us of the wonderful public transport services 
available to us if we would simply get in our cars and drive to Ashwell to 
catch buses from there. Hinxworth boasts an alleged single weekly return 
service to Ashwell and  Royston on a Wednesday. Rather than deny these 
operators this golden opportunity of reaching their target readership, I 
thought it best to agree, in the hope that the result would be a great deal 
of  laughter, something said to be very good for us.
Students of the Hinxworth Parish Council meeting notes will have spot-
ted movement on the allotment front. Good news!  Meanwhile our brave 
County Council seems reluctant to inform travellers leaving Bedfordshire 
and entering Hinxworth that they are arriving in Hertfordshire. Why?   
Patrick Forbes



Dates for your diary
October 4th & 5th Ashwell Church Book Weekend. See back page
October 10th Soup Lunch, Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm.
October 11th Cello and Piano Recital, Cambridge, see back page
October 15th “Diabetes Evening” Ashwell Surgery 7.30 pm
October 20th Village Voice copy deadline
October 24th Village walk 10.30 am Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth
October 25th Charity Barn Dance, Hinxworth Village Hall
November 1st Hinxworth Art Society Autumn F ayre see back page
November 1st Cool Classics concert, Hinxworth Village Hall
November 8th North Herts Guild of Singers concert, see back page
November 15th Hinxworth & Edworth Village Supper, see front page

Hinxworth Parish Council

continued in columns 3 and 4

continued from columns 1 and 2

Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

       Present: Mr S. Marlow (Chairman); Mrs Y. Tookey; Mr P. 
Watler; Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk). Apologies: Dr Martin Hoffman;  Mr 
L. Whitfield.
        Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes were accepted as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman.
      A1 Gap: Oliver Heald has copied a letter he received from Hertfordshire 
Constabulary to the Parish Council. It details that Hertfordshire Police are 
responsible for the A1 south and Bedfordshire Police the A1 north. The 
Hertfordshire Inspector responsible for the village of Hinxworth has been 
informed of the concerns and it is suggested requests for enforcement be 
made to Bedfordshire Police also. Oliver Heald has therefore contacted 
them and has received a letter of acknowledgement; copy forwarded to 
the Parish Council. Wendy Kitchener is to write a letter of thanks to 
Oliver Heald, and a letter to Bedfordshire Police requesting details of 
the action they plan to take.
     Street Lighting: Hertfordshire Highways have notified the Parish 
Council the pilot study is still in the planning stage. 

 British Telecom: There is still no response to the second letter. Wendy 
Kitchener is to write yet again.
     Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The current financial position 
was circulated to the Councillors by the Clerk. The Council agreed to sign 
cheques for the current month expenditure. (Proposed by Paul Watler 
and seconded by Yvonne Tookey).
      Tennis Subs: To be discussed in the New Year. 
      Planning: The Knoll Claybush Road Ashwell: The Parish Council 
noted the application for an 18 metre Wind Turbine on this site.       
      Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads:- It is really important 
that all road users report potholes etc. to Hertfordshire Highways. The 
fault line is: 01438-737320. Remember to ask for a log number of the 
call. Simon Marlow has been notified of another Village resident who 
has damage to a car wheel and tyre due to a pothole. A reply is awaited 
from Hertfordshire Highways to the letter giving them the maps of the 
102 potholes in the area. 
       Kerb at the left of the T Junction in Francis Road. The Contractor 
responsible for running over the kerb has been asked by N.H.D.C not 
to do so in the future. Weed Control: It is reported the weeds in Francis 
Road require spraying, Wendy Kitchener is to notify the appropriate 
authority. Cammocks, Chapel Street: It is reported the grass bank 
running in front of this property requires cutting. Wendy Kitchener is 
to notify the appropriate authority. 
      Village Hall: The Management Committee didn’t meet in August. 
       The Village Hall Road and Car Park: The Councillors are mindful 
of the need for the work to be done prior to the Winter. The Parish 
Council has received three quotes, as required, and these were discussed. 
It was agreed that Simon Marlow and Paul Watler would meet to agree 
the final specification. If possible an interim Parish Council meeting will 
be held to authorise the work. 
     Recreation Ground: The Funding for Rural Play Initiative:  The three 
quotes for the additional equipment required in the Play Area are awaited 
to allow the application to be made for the Parish Challenge grant from 
N.H.D.C. Play Area: It was reported that the synthetic surface under 
the swings has become slippery, due to the recent weather. Paul Watler 
has kindly agreed to ‘power wash’ the area to avoid accidents.  The Parish 
Council will continue to ask those persons using the Tennis Court who 
have currently not paid their annual subscription  to pay a subscription 
or to leave.  RoSPA. Report. RoSPA advised the Parish Council to 
contact Wicksteeds over the state of the swings. A reply is still awaited.
Tree Cutting: Simon Marlow has kindly lopped a branch off the tree 
to the right of the entrance to the Recreation Ground. The need for the 
hedge around the Recreation ground to be trimmed was mentioned. The 
Councillors agreed to discuss this at a later date.
        Allotments: Simon Marlow has been notified that possibly six people 
are interested in the scheme. Having contacted N.H.D.C. he has been 
advised planning permission might be required for the change of use 
for the parcel of land.  There are further issues such as the water supply 

       

and the condition of the soil, which requires analysing. Simon intends 
to discuss this further with the six interested parties.
     Environmental Recycling:  Litter Bins: The bin by the pub and the 
one by the telephone kiosk have not been emptied. Wendy Kitchener 
is to notify N.H.D.C.
      Any Other Business: Nothing to report. 
       Date of the Next Meeting: October 2nd 2008 at 8.00pm in the Vil-
lage Hall. members of the public are most welcome to attend.
    The meeting closed at 9.30.pm.

Soup Lunch Success

Sophia Jarman tucks into her pudding
“We were talking about the Ashwell Soup Lunches on one of our Village 
walks some six years ago , and one of us said, ‘we could do that.’ So we 
did, and we’re still going strong.” Yvonne Tookey was telling Village Voice 
about how the soup lunches started. Now, six years later, Hinxworth 
Soup Lunches are as popular as ever.  At September’s  Lunch, former 
chef Martin Tute tried all four soups and judged them to be brilliant. 
“The cucumber soup was a surprise,” he said. “I expected it to be cold, 
but it was hot and delicious.”

Every month, there’s a choice of 
soups, usually four, a choice of pud-
dings, roll and butter, tea or coffee, all 
for £2.50.  Children get lunch for £1,  
a bargain in anyone’s money.

good causes
Volunteers contribute the soups and 
puddings, and all money raised is given 
to good causes. Over £2,000 has been 
given away, including around £1,020 
to rebuild a church in Lichinga, Mo- Martin samples a sweet
zambique, flood relief and rebuilding projects in Sri Lanka and Mozam-
bique, notice boards for the Village Hall and various other good causes 
such as Mind, Shelter, and Animal Welfare.

All in all, it’s a modern day miracle. Everyone wins. People meet, keep 
in touch, get a nourishing meal, and good causes profit. Who could ask for 
more? October’s Soup Lunch is on Friday October 10th at 12.30 pm.



Church Services - OctoberOn the 
beat

with PC 431 Paul Marina

don‛t miss the  copy date 
Please send all copy and pictures for November Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 
18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  fool1@tiscali.co.uk 
by October 20th. Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd at the above 
address, phone 01462 742015. See us on the web at hinxworth.com

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays October 9th and 23rd from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 5th 9.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 12th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 19th  9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 26th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
                     9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Village Walk

Join us for a  walk on Friday 
October 24th followed by lunch. 
Meet at 10.30 am at the Three 
Horseshoes, Hinxworth. Last 
month’s walk was about four miles 
long, followed by lunch at the Old 
Warden airfield restaurant.

Soup Lunch
October’s soup lunch will 

be on Friday October 10th in 
Hinxworth Village Hall from 
12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

 4th and 5th October in St.Mary’s 
Church, Ashwell. 10am – 5pm 
(Sat.) and 12noon – 5pm (Sun.). 
A great selection of books at very 
reasonable prices. Entrance £1. 
Proceeds to the Church Restora-
tion Appeal. If you have any spare 
books to donate, please bring them 
to the Church during the early part 
of the week (29th Sept.- 2nd Oct.) 
between 10.am – 5pm. 

Book Weekend

Order your Farrowby Turkey now
call 01462 733700

Across the county there have been increased reports of pickpockets 
operating in town centres and supermarkets, ‘dipping’ for purses.   

don‛t be a victim
Police are taking positive action to deter pickpockets and to arrest anyone 
who commits this type of theft but there are measures that shoppers can 
take themselves to reduce the risk of becoming a victim.

Police are issuing the following advice:
• Be alert when you are out and about. Be aware of who is around 
you, especially in a crowd and move away if you feel a stranger is too 
close to you.
• Keep purses and wallets as secure as you can - women should 
keep bags closed up and men should keep their valuables in their front 
pockets, not in trouser back pockets.
• When carrying a bag try to make sure that you keep it to your 
front so you can see it at all times. Preferably use a bag with a zip but if you 
don’t have one, put your purse and other valuables at the bottom of the 
bag and not near the top where they could be seen or easily snatched.
• Police do sell purse alarms for £3, please contact us if you wish 
us to drop one off. Phone me on  01438 757935. 
Remember to be as careful with a mobile phone as you are with your 
purse or wallet.

Beating the 
Pickpockets

tell your friends
This monthly newsletter is intended to raise awareness of crime in our 
area and what steps can be taken to reduce it. If we know what is going 
on, are alert to it, share information and work together, we will all stand 
a better chance of preventing crime or tracing those responsible for it. 

Shop early for 
Christmas....

or  compara t i ve ly  ea r l y ! 
Hinxworth Art Society invites 
you to their Autumn Fayre on 
Saturday November 1st to be held 
in Hinxworth Village Hall from 
10.30 am until 12.30 pm. There 
will be all manner of items for sale, 
a cake stall, display of artwork and, 
of course, refreshments. Come and 
support your local art group. More 
information from Betty Thorn on 
01462 742858.

Cello & Piano Recital 
October 11th 7.30pm  
Newnham College, 

Cambridge
Catherine Wilmers and  Ilga 
Pitkevica will play Brahms’ Sonata 
in F major Op.99, H.K. Gruber’s 
Bossa Nova, and Katherine 
Hoover’s Tango, followed after an 
interval, by Beethoven’s Sonata in 
G minor. Op.5 no.2 and Chopin’s 
Introduction & Polonaise Brillante 
Op.3

Tickets £10, senior citizens £8, 
students & young persons £5,  at 
the door on the night or they may 
be reserved on 01954 210189 eve-
nings (answerphone available).

Carpet bowler Yvonne Tookey shows 
how it’s done while JohnTookey 
watches. If you’d like to try it,  
come to Hinxworth Village Hall 
on Thursday afternoons between 
2 and 4 pm or  Tuesday evenings 
from 7.30 to 9.30 pm. You will be 
made very welcome.

St Nicholas in Hitchin
The North Herts Guild of 

Singers, which this year celebrates 
its fortieth anniversary, will per-
form works by Vivaldi, Holst and 
Taverner and Benjamin Britten’s St 
Nicholas on Saturday November 
8th in St Mary’s Church, Hitchin 
at 7.30 pm. To get tickets and fur-
ther information ring the Guild’s 
box office  on 01462 742832.  

Why not try bowls?

Why not advertise sales and wants, offers or requests for work in 
the pages of Village Voice?   It will cost you nothing at all.

Newnham Cream Tea 
The cream teas at Corner Cot-

tage, Newnham on Sunday Sep-
tember 7th were so popular that 
the event yielded a goodly profit in 
excess of £250 divided between St 
Vincent’s Church and Newnham 
Village Hall. Thanks and con-
gratulations to all concerned. 


