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Village Voice

 Twenty-five years ago, in a gesture to be proud of, the British farming industry 
whole-heartedly supported an appeal called “Send a Tonne to Africa”. Millions 
of pounds were raised to provide food aid to help famine relief in Ethiopia. 

                           improving productivity
In its centenary year the NFU, working with other agricultural busi-
nesses and organisations, has teamed-up with development charity 
FARM-Africa. “Africa 100” will not be about providing food aid but 
rather providing targeted funds to help African farmers improve their 
productivity and thus supply more food to local populations.

 gifts and decorators welcome
 Tickets for the harvest lunch are £7.50 for adults, £5 for children under 
12 years old, available from Janet Fair 01462 743137. Annette Forbes 
01462 742015 and Rosemary Smyth 01767 312370. The lunch will fol-
low our Harvest Festival family service in St George’s Church, Edworth at  
11 am, to which you are all invited.  Gifts of flowers, produce and items 
to be auctioned will be welcome at the church on Saturday September 
20th from  10 am onwards,  or left with Rosemary Smyth beforehand if 
this would be more convenient. Volunteers to decorate the church will 
be most welcome from 10 am onwards on Saturday 20th.

Auction to aid Africa 100 projects
At our Harvest Lunch at 

Edworth Barns on Sunday 
September 21st, we hope to 
auction off produce, promises, 
and all manner of goods to help 
the NFU’s Africa 100 appeal. 
All money raised will be ap-
plied to help African farmers 
become more productive and 
less dependent on food aid. 
Our picture shows a Ugandan family lifted out of poverty through being 
trained to be goat farmers.

millions helped in Ethiopia

Join us on Sunday September 7th for cream teas at 
Corner Cottage Newnham 2.30pm -  4.30pm phone 
01462742739 in aid of Newnham Village Hall and St. 
Vincent’s Church. Teas: adult £3.50,  children £2.00. All 
most welcome.

Pothole Progress

We all know that the condition of the roads in the Parish is dreadful. But 
it looks as though the pressure that the Parish Council and individuals 
are exerting on Hertfordshire Highways to actually do something about 
it is beginning to bear fruit. A few weeks ago Judy King was told that 
she was guilty of “contributory negligence” for not reporting a pothole 
that she did not know existed before she had the misfortune to drive 
into it and destroy a wheel and tyre, for which she was trying to claim 
compensation. We can now report that a mysterious change of heart has 
overcome the authorities, and Judy has received full compensation! 

still more potholes to repair
Well done Highways! There is just one more matter that we would ask you 
to attend to, and this is to continue to repair the potholes that litter the 
Ashwell and New Inn Roads. A few have been done – for which further 
congratulations – but the vast majority still wait to lure unsuspecting 
motorists into their tyre-shredding and wheel-crunching traps. 

maintain the pressure
A few weeks ago Wendy Kitchener and I spent an hour or so mapping 
every pothole and then reported all 102 of them to the Hertfordshire 
Highways. So Highways can no longer use their lack of knowledge about 
a specific pothole as a reason to refuse compensation for damage caused 
by any of them. Even though we have done this, it is still important to 
keep the pressure up and for everyone to continue to report potholes. 
The numbers to ring are 01438 737320 or 01923 471320.

how to make a claim
If you need to make a claim, you should write to Mr Tim Burt at 
Hertfordshire Highways, North Herts. Area Office, Antelope House, 
Gates Way, Stevenage, SG1 3HG. You should include your name and 
address as the claimant, the date and time of the incident and a map, 
sketch or plan of the exact location, showing relevant landmarks  – and 
always helpful – a photograph of the alleged defect and surrounding area, 
and a photo of the damage to your car. It would help us all if you could 
send a copy of any claim to the Parish Council. We can then monitor 
how many claims are made and if proper compensation is forthcoming.
We hope no one else drives into a pothole, but if you do, then good luck 
with compensation!
Simon Marlow, Chairman Hinxworth Parish Council.



Dates for your diary
September 2nd/4th  Indoor Bowls re-starts. See back page
September 7th Amnesty International Concert, The Marlows, 3pm
September 11th- 14th Caldecote Church  Open Days 12 - 5 pm
September 21st 11am Harvest Festival and lunch, St George’s, Edworth
September 21st 4.30 Harvest Festival Evensong, St Vincent, Newnham
October 4th & 5th Ashwell Church Book Weekend. See back page 
October 11th Multi Venue Quiz in aid of Hinxworth Village Hall
October 15th “Diabetes Evening” Ashwell Surgery 8pm
October 25th Charity Barn Dance, Hinxworth Village Hall
November 1st Cool Classics concert, Hinxworth Village Hall
November 15th Hinxworth & Edworth Village Supper

6th column

When children are baptised, their parents and godparents promise that 
they will be brought up to know God and to take their place within the 
church community, a promise not always kept. Village Voice went to meet 
Dr Jane Hartree, leader of the Sunday School at St Nicholas, Hinxworth. 
“Sunday School is a way of introducing children to the church, making 
it more fun, more interesting, 
and hopefully memorable. In 
Hinxworth I’ve been leading it 
for about ten years. Each session is 
themed around a Bible story with 
the story and then a craft activity, 
building a Noah’s ark or a piggy 
moneybox.” Where’s the Biblical 
theme there? “The piggy money-
boxes came with the story of the 
prodigal son, which was about 
money, about pigs and the activ-

Keeping those promises

Ellie Hartree with pigs
ity of making the piggy moneybox makes the story more memorable.” 

what will they say?
“I used to help with Sunday School when I was seventeen or eighteen 
before I left home. One of the things I enjoy most about Sunday School 
is hearing the children’s interpretation of what we have done. When the 
children rejoin the adults towards the end of the service, they are always 
asked what they have been doing. I always wonder just what they are 
going to say.”

more children and help needed
“We cater for children from the age of  three upwards. From about twelve 
they’re ready to join the main congregation. The challenge is to find 
material and activities to span the age range. I would love more children 
to come because the more there are, the more fun it is for them. And I 
would welcome anyone who would like to help with Sunday School, or 
who would like their child or children to come on a Sunday morning. 
Just ring me on 01462 742455.”

“Cool Classics in Quiet Corners”
We are delighted to tell you that Mid Beds District Council has 

chosen our Village Hall to host one of its regular classical concerts under 
its banner of “Cool Classics in Quiet Corners”. This is one of a series 
of concerts that the Council promotes and we are delighted that it feels 
our new Hall meets its stringent requirements. This is being treated as 
a normal hire, but we have agreed to help promote the concert as the 
Village Hall will also benefit from any profit made on the bar.

Taking place on the evening of Saturday No-
vember 1st and performed by the Orchestra of 
the Swan, a large string ensemble, the exciting 
programme will include works by Handel, 
Mozart and Tchaikovsky. Ticket prices are £10 
and £5 for under 18s.

Under the direction of Artistic Director 
David Curtis, Orchestra of the Swan has 
achieved national recognition for outstand-
ing performances combined with innovative 

Orchestra of the Swan

programming and a highly accessible style of presentation. The orchestra’s 
home is at the Civic Hall, Stratford-upon-Avon where it has been based 
since its inception. It is the driving force behind the new Spring Sounds 
Festival which took place in Stratford-upon-Avon with Tasmin Little as 
Artistic Director in May 2008.

contact a royal penguin
If you are interested in purchasing tickets or want more information 
please do contact Heather or Michael on 01767 315094 or email  royal_
penguin@hotmail.com  -  the programme promises to be a really enjoyable 
musical extravaganza.
Ed Thorn and Michael Baim

David Curtis

Change of service format 
at Hinxworth

‘Vicars only work one day of the week!’: ‘I wish’ says Simon Chambers, 
but it is true that trying to cover all of the three churches in the benefice 
with the pattern of services they are used to, means he is at four services 
most Sundays. In order to reduce this regular pattern we will be changing 
the family service at Hinxworth from the third Sunday in the month 
to the first, all other Sundays will have a communion service as normal 
and at the same time of 9:15am. There will be no change in the pattern 
of services at Newnham: the communion service being on the fourth 
Sunday of the month at 9:30am, however Ashwell will lose one 8am 
service a month. This will all start in October and everybody is welcome 
to come and join us. Service times for September can be found on the 
back page as usual

Accident waiting to happen

It beggars belief that the Highways Agency has not done more to close 
the gap in the A1 opposite the the turn into New Inn Road. Its use is 
supposedly restricted to farm vehicles. Villagers keep reporting near 
misses as motorists and cyclists cross the Southbound A1 in the face of 
two lanes of traffic travelling well at 60 mph or more, seemingly uncaring 
about the risks to themselves and other road users. “I was just about to 
turn out of New Inn Road on Bank Holiday to drive towards Stevenage, 
when a car travelling South, indicated left, as if to turn into New Inn 
Road, but in fact, swung round, missing my car by inches, and headed 
straight across the Southbound carriageway, cut across the Northbound 
traffic and turned off towards Astwick,” reported one correspondent, 
clearly shaken by the incident.

concrete action required now
This event has been reported to the Highways Agency on their contact 
number 08457 504030.  It may be that only constant pressure, repeated 
phone calls, reports of incidents like the one above, will result in action 
being taken. It would be tragic if someone had to die at this junction 
before anything concrete, and we mean concrete, was done.

fancy your chances against this lorry?

Farmers struggling to harvest their crops need our prayers, our 
support. Join one of our harvest festivals on September 21st, 
11 am at St George’s Edworth,  and 4.30 pm at St Vincent’s 
Newnham, and why not fit in harvest lunch in The Barn, Edworth    
in between? We’d love to welcome you.



Hinxworth Parish Council

continued in columns 3 and 4

continued from columns 1 and 2

      Notes of  the meeting held August 7th 2008 in the Village Hall.
   

Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

Present: Mr S. Marlow (Chairman); Dr. M. Hoffman; Mrs Y. Tookey; 
Mr P. Watler; Mr L. Whitfield; Mrs W. Kitchener (Clerk)

 Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes were accepted as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman.

 Switching off Street Lights: Hertfordshire Highways are to be noti-
fied that at the A.G.M. in April 2008 the turning off of street lights was 
discussed. The majority of those residents of Hinxworth attending were 
in favour of the pilot scheme. After advertising the project in the Village 
Voice, there have been only two letters from residents detailing their 
concern. Wendy Kitchener is to reply to Hertfordshire Highways. 

 Village Hall: The minutes of the Village Hall Management Commit-
tee of July 17th have been forwarded to the Councillors. Simon Marlow, 
as Chairman of the Parish Council has been invited to attend the next 
meeting on September 18th.

 The Village Hall Road and Car Park: The Parish Council is in the 
process of obtaining quotations for the work from three contractors. 
These quotes will be analysed and it is expected the decision to appoint 
a Contractor will be made at the next Parish Council Meeting.   

 Planning Application: Thorns Farm –The Council has no objection 
to this application. Wendy Kitchener has notified N.H.D.C. planning 
Department. 

 Finance: The current financial position was circulated to the Coun-
cillors by the Clerk. The Council agreed to sign cheques for the current 
month’s expenditure.  Annual Accounts 2007/2008: The Clerk, as 
Financial Officer Responsible, notified the Councillors these were sent 
to B.D.O. Hayward, the external auditors, on July 21st.  

 Recreation Ground: The Funding for Rural Play Initiative  The cata-
logues for the play equipment have been passed to the ‘Young Mothers’ 
group. The Parish Council awaits their decision on what they require.

 The Tennis Court:  It has been brought to the attention of the Parish 
Council that there are people using the Tennis Court who have currently 
not paid their annual subscription. In future these persons, when seen 
using the court, will be asked to pay a subscription or to leave. RoSPA. 
Report. RoSPA advise the Parish Council to contact Wicksteeds over 
the state of the swings. Tree Cutting: Having surveyed the trees by the 
entrance to the recreation ground the Councillors are in agreement, that, 
at this point in time there is no necessity to lop any of the branches, but 
they intend to monitor the trees on an ongoing basis. Grass Cutting: 
The Councillors agreed that the cutting of the grass on the recreation 
ground should be extended to twelve times this year due to the longer 
growing season.

 Highways: Pot Holes/Condition of Roads:- It is really important 
that all road users report potholes etc. to Hertfordshire Highways. The 
fault line is: 01438-737320. Remember to ask for a log number of 
the call.The Parish Council has received a reply to the letter regarding 
the general condition of the roads in the area. Apart from emergency 
patching of potholes, nothing is to be done until the schedule for the 
overall patching of the Hinxworth/Ashwell road scheduled for October. 
A complete surface dressing will be done in March 2009.

The Parish Councillors have inspected the Hinxworth/Ashwell road, 
the High Street and New Inn Road and forwarded  the map detailing 
102 potholes to Hertfordshire Highways. Wendy Kitchener is to write 
to Hertfordshire Highways and Tony Hunter Hertfordshire County 
Councillor enclosing the map.  Simon Marlow is to write an article for 
the Village Voice.

 British Telecom: The Councillors are concerned as to when BT is to 
replace the existing broadband wiring/connection to the Village. There 
has been no response to the last letter. Wendy Kitchener is to write to 
B.T. again. 

 Kerb at the left of the T Junction in Francis Road. The Councillors 
have been informed the refuse collection lorry runs over the kerb at the 
left hand corner at the “T” junction opposite the bungalows. This has 
caused the kerb to drop. There has been no response from N.H.D.C. 
Wendy Kitchener to contact them again.

Gap in the A1: A copy of the response to Oliver Heald from Hertford-
shire Police is still awaited. Wendy Kitchener to contact Oliver Heald.   

Environmental Issues: The plastic recycling container requires emp-
tying. The two waste bins in the High Street, one by the pub and the 
other by the telephone box also need emptying. Wendy Kitchener is to 
notify N.H.D.C. 

Date of the Next Meeting: September 4th 2008 at 8.00pm in the 
Village Hall The meeting closed at 8.55pm 

Simon and Frances Marlow are hosting 
a Concert for Amnesty International
On Sunday September 7th starting at 3 pm featuring music by Steve 

Tees – viola and Simon Marlow – piano; “Dolce”: Nandita Bhatia 
– violin; Beatrice Hubble – oboe; The Temple Jazz Trio: Tom Marlow 
- piano; Steve Haynes - bass; David Hackett – drums. Please support 
this fund-raising event!

We are asking for a donation of £10 per person – young children 
free! Our music room holds about 30 people, but we are confident it 
will be sunny and warm enough for many more people to spread out 
onto the lawn and listen from there. Tea and cakes of every description 
will be served!

why Amnesty matters
The ideal of human rights is one of the great gifts that the West has given 
to the world. But human rights will only happen when individuals and 
groups measure up to the responsibility to materialise them. This is one 
reason why the work of Amnesty International is so important and why 
it is so worthwhile to support it.

Where did she get that hat?

29 villagers enjoyed their summer outing to Kelmscott Manor, Wil-
liam Morris’s home, and Buscot Park on July 30th, though there was an  
anxious moment when the coach driver seemed to stare at his satnav rather 
than at the road. Our society photographer caught this trio discussing hat 
design in a time of rising wheat prices. Thanks, Sylvia, for yet another 
grand day out.



Church Services - SeptemberOn the 
beat

with PC 431 Paul Marina

don‛t miss the  copy date 
Please send all copy and pictures for October Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 
Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  fool1@tiscali.co.uk by 
September 20th. Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd at the above 
address, phone 01462 742015. See us on the web at hinxworth.com

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays September 11th and 25th from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 7th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 14th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 21st  11 am  Harvest Family Service, St George, Edworth
and 4.30pm Harvest Festival Evensong, St Vincent’s, Newnham
Sunday 28th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Village Walk
Join us for a  walk on Fri-

day September 26th followed by 
lunch. Meet at 10.30 am at the 
Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth.

Soup Lunch
September’s soup lunch will 

be on Friday September 12th in 
Hinxworth Village Hall from 
12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

Charity barn dance in aid of Addenbrookes Breast Cancer Unit at 
Hinxworth Village Hall on Saturday 25th October,  see Helene Donohoe, 
2 Francis Road,  Hinxworth, for details.  Phone 07890 212194.

Book this date in your diary

Neighbourhood Watch is a method 
of developing close liaison between 

Neighbourhood 
Watch

households in a Neighbourhood, the local Police, and the local authority. 
The aim is to help people protect themselves and their properties, to 
reduce the fear of crime and improve their local environment by:
• Improved home security; 
• Greater Vigilance; 
• Fostering a community spirit; 
• Improving their environment 

Why is Neighbourhood Watch Necessary? 
While Police statistics sometimes show a fall in certain categories of 
recorded crime, it is important that the Police and the Community work 
in co-operation and partnerships to prevent and detect crime.

What does Neighbourhood Watch involve?
Individual schemes all have different characteristics, depending on the 
area in which they are situated and their objectives. However, most 
schemes have some things in common.
• Each Police Division has at least one member of staff who is 
designated to work with Neighbourhood Watch. 
• Schemes are run by their members through a co-ordinator and 
supported by the Police and in many areas by a local Neighbourhood 
Watch association. 
• Schemes vary in size from a few properties in sparsely populated 
areas, to many properties on a road or estate. 
• The volunteer co-ordinator, who is a resident of the area, co-
ordinates the scheme and liases with the Police. The co-ordinator acts as 
the voice for that Community. 
• All Neighbourhood Watch members take steps to prevent crime, 
improve safety, and reduce the fear of crime. 
• Scheme members receive information and messages from the 
Police, their local association, or local authority. This vital communication 
link helps to motivate members and keep schemes active. If you wish to 
join please get in touch with us.
The next meeting for area G4E, Ashwell, Hinxworth, Bygrave, Newnham 
and Caldecote is in the Ashwell Parish Room,  Swan Street, Ashwell at 
8 pm on Wednesday November 19th. All welcome.

The Hinxworth Indoor Bowl-
ers will be resuming activities after 
the summer holiday break with the 
afternoon session starting on Sep-
tember 4th 2-00 to 4-00 pm and 
the evening bowlers on September 
2nd 7-30 to9-30 pm.

Any person, expert or beginner, 
male or female, young or old will 
be made most welcome   

Bowling re-starts

Dear Editor.
  I am re building my cottage 
garden after five years of neglect. 
If anyone in the village is looking 
to re-home any plants I would 
happily find them some space in 
my borders. This would help to 
accelerate my garden’s recovery! I 
am perfectly happy to collect at 
any time. Please contact me on my 
mobile 07872 341702.
 Here’s hoping
Sharon Stanley

Plant request

On behalf of Lin Jenkins, I 
would like to thank so many friends 
in Hinxworth for their kind calls, 
cards, flowers, prayers, letters and 
messages of support and comfort. 
And also for all the offers of help 
and practical assistance during 
such a difficult time.

Whilst there is currently still 
no change in her condition, the 
word will be spread around when 
she improves sufficiently to be able 
to welcome visitors.
Lance Jenkins 

Thank you

 4th and 5th October in St.Mary’s 
Church, Ashwell. 10am – 5pm 
(Sat.) and 12noon – 5pm (Sun.). 
A great selection of books at very 
reasonable prices. Entrance £1. 
Proceeds to the Church Restora-
tion Appeal. If you have any spare 
books to donate, please bring to 
the Church during the early part 
of the week (29th Sept.- 2nd Oct.) 
between 10.am – 5pm. 

Book Weekend

 Bad roads but 
some good news
Villagers may be interested to 

know that Herts County Council 
have reconsidered their refusal to 
offer compensation for the damage 
to my car.  They are now going 
to pay the full cost.  My faith in 
human nature is (temporarily) 
restored.  
Judy King 

Dear Editor,
Elaine also hit a pot hole at 

Bury End, maybe the same one 
as Mrs King. A call was made 
to NHDC on 16th June 2008 
to report the hole and the ref 
1374563 was given us but we 
have had no response to the fact 
that damage had occurred very 
similar to that suffered by Mrs 
King’s vehicle.

May I suggest that villagers use 
white paint  to mark the pot holes  
to help identify the hazards and   
get the job completed the way we 
would like.
Paul Watler

Photographing them might be 
safer, though less fun - Editor

more pothole woes

 In Norfolk, the authorities aim 
to inspect their roads four times a 
year - Editor

Order your Farrowby Turkey now
call 01462 733700

Soup Lunch in the Church Room, 
Swan Street, Ashwell on Sept 3rd 
12 - 1.30 pm. All welcome.

Ashwell soup lunch


