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Village Voice

Why not advertise sales and wants, off ers or requests for work in the 
pages of Village Voice?   It will cost you nothing at all. And, who knows, 
it might even work. Contact the Editor.

Why not advertise for free?

Everyone is welcome at 
Ashwell Playgroup‛s
Easter Eggstravaganza!

URC Hall, Ashwell 
Saturday 4th April 

10am – 12pm
Easter Egg Hunt,  Duck Race,

Fun, Easter crafts, Spring 
Plants

  Fantastic Easter activities!

Village Summer Outing
Friday 28th August 8 am to 

6pm to the Sir John Soane’s Muse-
um and Kenwood House, London.
Price approx £20 per head. Places 
limited again so book early.
Sylvia Scales  01462 742505

Th e total amount raised was £754.23  from coff ee morning, soup 
lunch, book  and dvd sales, children’s party, and  Viv Hughes’ raffl  e, 
Brenda’s face painting and Michele’s tee shirts, car washing, donations, 
Imogen and Lauren’s Comic Relief cake shop (see below). With red nose 
sales and a magnifi cent £150 raised at very short notice at the Th ree 
Horseshoes Red Nose Quiz, the fi nal total will be just over £930.

Red Nose Children‛s Party....
36 children came along to our Red Nose Party and enjoyed the bouncy 
castle, red nose cakes and joining in with the games, songs, face painting 
and biscuit decorating.  Th e afternoon ended with a delicious tea and a 
fun rendition of the hokey cokey!

We would like to thank everyone who helped with the party by mak-
ing food and donating raffl  e prizes. Th anks to Sonja Bentley for loaning 
her bouncy castle, Brenda Smith for painting the childrens faces and 
to Patrick Forbes and Katie Scales for tirelessly washing up amidst the 
noise and chaos! 
Michele Jarman and Annie Cullen

....Lauren and Imogen‛s cake shop

£930+for Comic Relief

Congratulations to the Hay’s 
team for its win - £602.50 raised 
for the Village Hall. Th anks to eve-
ryone who took part and helped 
organise the evening. More in next 
month’s Village Voice.
Heather & Michael Baim

Quiz raises £602.50

Village Voice     
wishes you a 
joyful Easter

At church on Sunday March 8th the Editor gave Imogen and her friend 
Lauren Highland, both aged 8, £5 to go  and do something for Red 
Nose Day. Th ey spent the £5 on cake ingredients and  made two lemon 
cakes, two  chocolate cakes, one coff ee cake, one fruit loaf and one cherry 
loaf. After school  they set up “Lauren & Imogen’s Comic Relief Cake 
Shop” in the corridor outside Cliff  Jenkinson’s offi  ce and sold all their 
cakes raising £15, a profi t of £10 for Comic Relief.  Th e girls had great 
fun doing this.
Sonja Bentley

Credit Crunch Cheer

Pictures of just a few of the activities organised in Hinxworth to raise 
money for Comic Relief, face painting, raffl  e, cake stall, tee shirts, car 
washing, coff ee morning, soup lunch, children’s party, and a quiz in the 
Th ree Horseshoes won by the smiling Tookey, Scales, Hughes, Burrows 
“Team Beano” shown above.

Who are these cyclists? See P3

Village Voice doesn’t major 
on editorials, preferring readers 
to make up their own minds. But 
consider this: we are, they say, in 
a recession, credit crunch - call it 
what you will. Believe the doom-
mongers  and we might expect 
fundraising and giving to good 
causes to tail off   altogether

How good to know that this 
is very far from the case in these 
villages. Over £900 for Comic 
Relief, over £600 for the Village 
Hall, over £3,000 for Women 
to Women, plus all the regular 
covenanted giving to favourite 
charities, or to maintain Hall or 
Church - this is surely very good 
news indeed!



Goldfinger in Hinxworth?
One morning early in February a consignment of gold bullion moved 

slowly through Hinxworth and was delivered, under guard, to the house 
of Gerald and Audrey Clare.  They had been expecting it and were ready; 
curtains were drawn closed, ‘phones jangled and emails fizzed.

Ashwell Patients‛ Group
 The next in our series of talks is on the theme of Mental Health 

Problems. Many people experience these yet they tend to be associated 
with a certain stigma in a way that other health issues are not. As a 
consequence they are largely misunderstood by the population at large, 
leading to a sense of isolation and helplessness for sufferers. We hope 
that our forthcoming session will succeed in raising awareness in our 
area at least.

Our speakers will be David Short and Madeleine Legg who are expe-
rienced at living and coping with mental illness. They will be joined by 
Wendy Curtin from the NHS Mental Health team. They will consider 
what it’s like to experience low mood, stress, depression and anxiety and 
what strategies are available to help people with such problems.

The session will be at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 12th May at Ashwell 
Surgery. Refreshments will be served. Do come to what promises to be 
a fascinating session if you can.

Our last talk on the Modern Ambulance Service was a great success. 
Our speaker, Gary Sanderson, is the Communications Manager for the 
East Of England Ambulance Service.  One thing he wanted to draw to 
our attention was the current joint NHS/Stroke Association initiative 
- “FAST”. The aim is to minimise the effects of strokes by acting quickly. 
“FAST” stands for: Facial weakness, Arm weakness, Speech problems, 
Time to call 999.

don‛t hesitate
If you experience such symptoms or are with someone who does, 

then it is vital to call 999 straightaway and request an ambulance. The 
service is then required to attend within 8 minutes and to get the sufferer 
to hospital as quickly as possible for immediate treatment. The same 
is true for anyone experiencing chest pains and who may be having a 
heart attack. 

So the message is clear - don’t hesitate, ring 999 immediately if   you 
observe or experience such symptoms.
Peter Chapman, Chairman

They had won the Golden Opportunity 
Draw offered by Community Oil and open 
to any client who took one of their utility 
services - telephone, mobile, internet, elec-
tricity, or gas.  When first told about the win 
Gerald was quite euphoric: “You must have 
made a mistake.  We just don’t win anything.  
It’s fantastic!”

Geoff Stephens of Community Oil said: 
“I’m delighted for Gerald and Audrey and 
pleased to have them on board for these 
nationally acclaimed utility services.  May their savings and their gold 
grow.”  And the prize?  A 5g gold bullion bar!   About the weight of a 5p 
coin, the little mite is currently worth £120 and rising.

After a couple of recent break-ins both in and around the Hinxworth 
area, your local Police Community Support Officers carried out a special 
‘Operation’  on Saturday 28th February where they knocked door to door 
offering crime prevention surveys on residential premises and offering 
security advise if necessary.  

ring if you would like a survey
If you were not available during this time and would like to receive a 
free of charge survey, please contact PCSO Tracy Kennedy at Royston 
Police Station on Tel : 01438 757935 to arrange a suitable time.  Many 
surveys were carried out and items such as shed alarms, personal alarms 
and door chains were supplied.

Crime Prevention Operation

According to James Caan, the Dragon’s 
Den entrepreneur, there is no ideal time 
to start a new business. Despite the global 
recession and some online fashion retail-
ers closing their doors. Sonja Bentley has 
decided to try out the theory, by opening 
a brand new online handbag retailing busi-
ness called after herself - www.SonjaBentley.
com.  Sonja believes the market for designer 
“WAG bags” costing a month’s mortgage 
payment is history - at least for the time 

Online Handbags - Mad or Inspired?

being. But shoppers are still looking for quality handbags by smaller 
designer labels not usually available on the high Street at affordable 
prices. SonjaBentley.com has launched featuring handbags by the Italian 
designer Fabio Dericci, the new to the UK label, Lulu Australia, from 
London the Suzy Smith range and from Ireland the quality Leathergoods 
supplier Oriano. 

wide range and prices from just  £10
There is a wide range of Handbags, Ladies Laptop bags, weekend bags, 
and beach bags. Prices range from just £10 for a pink fluffy evening bag 
to £89 for a quality leather shoulder bag. The online shop is a new style 
web site with a boutique feel, fashion images, a Latest Handbag Trends 
page, Top Ten best sellers and coming soon a Handbag blog where cus-
tomers can exchange their own fashion thoughts or messages. So please 
come and have a look. For more information contact Sonja Bentley, 
proud purveyor of beautiful handbags, 01767 311377, mobile 07910 
540455, Email: SonjaB@btinternet.com

Forthcoming Spring Art Exhibition
Saturday 25th April (10am to 4pm) & Sunday 26th April (11am to 4pm) 
in Hinxworth Village Hall. Free Entrance and Parking. There will be a 
raffle and refreshments can be purchased. Please come to view and maybe 
buy our recent works. The exhibition will feature works primarily by 
members of Hinxworth Art Society. Non-members are also invited to 
exhibit their artworks which can be in any medium such as painting, 
photography, ceramics, wood, and sculpture. 
Deadline for exhibitor registration: Friday 17th April.For further details 
and an exhibition form please contact: Marianne Osmond: Tel: 01462 
742048  Email:  marianneosmond@onetel.com or Viv Hughes: 01462 
743227 Email: hattricks@btconnect.com  

On Tuesday March 17th all 
38 members of Ashwell School’s 
year 5 set off for an unforgettable 
day at the world-famous Albert 
Hall where they joined over 
1000 other year 5 children from 
schools across Hertfordshire 
to be part of an extraordinary 
Hertfordshire musical jamboree. 
“Sing Up” is a national campaign 
to promote singing in schools 
and the audience were left in no 
doubt that our young people 
were definitely responding to 
the call.

raising the roof

Ashwell Children sing up at Albert Hall

Accompanied by the impressive Herts School’s Symphony Orchestra 
they raised the roof all afternoon to the point where listeners were left 
wondering if the domed ceiling would actually be blown off by the vol-
ume! It was all a great credit to our children and the Herts Music Service, 
especially their local agent, Mrs Helen Whitehead, who worked so hard 
to get our boys and girls ready for the big day.
Cliff Jenkinson

picture by Helen Whitehead

Glowing Ofsted Report for Knights Templar
Following an Ofsted inspection, Janet Thompson, the inspector, wrote 

to the pupils. Among the points she made, she wrote, “The standards you 
achieve throughout the school, including  your examination results, are 
outstanding and the vast majority of you make excellent progress.    You 
have very good relationships with each other and with staff.    You behave 
extremely well, becoming increasingly self-motivated in your learning.    
Your contribution to the school and the local community is exceptional.  
As you told us, the staff give you excellent academic and personal sup-
port.   The staff at the school are highly committed to making sure you 
have the best possible opportunities to develop knowledge and skills that 
prepare you for the next stage in your life.”

 www.SonjaBentley.com 
 www.SonjaBentley.com 
mailto:marianneosmond@onetel.com


Dates for your diary
April 2nd Hinxworth Parish Council AGM, Village Hall 8 pm
April 4th Easter Eggstravaganza, URC Hall Ashwell 10 am - 12 pm
April 9th Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Parish Room Ashwell 8 pm
April 10 Good Friday walk, soup lunch & words & music, see  page 4
April 24th Village Walk, meet Three Horseshoes 10.30 am
April 25 & 26: Art Exhibition, Village Hall
May 12th ‘Living with mental illness’ - Ashwell Surgery 7.30 pm
June 12th-14th Watercolour Exhibition, St Mary’s Church, Ashwell
July 5th Newnham Parish Lunch - book the date - watch for details
August 28th Village Summer Outing, see page 1 for details

Hinxworth Parish Council
The Parish Council 

met on Thursday March 
5th. Present were Simon 
Mar low,  cha i rman, 
Yvonne Tookey, Paul 
Watler and Les Whitfield 
and the clerk, Wendy 

Hinxworth & Edworth WI
The February W.I. Birthday Meeting  took place on Thursday Feb-

ruary  26th having been postponed from 12th February due to adverse 
weather conditions.  30 members enjoyed a bring and share supper, the 
dishes being very varied. This was followed by a very homespun evening 
of “parlour” games of consequences and charades. 

suffragettes and their achievements
The March Meeting was held on Thursday 12th March when we had a 
talk by Louise Reed who spoke to us in the guise of  Emmeline Pankhurst 
and told us what she and her group of friends got up to as Suffragettes  
in 1912 until the start of WW1.

The Group Meeting is being held on Wednesday April 22nd in the 
Village Hall at 7.30pm when the speaker will be  Rev. Richard Winslade, 
speaking on “From Chef to Clergy”.

committee rest in April
Due to the floor of the village hall being renovated and being closed for 
two weeks over Easter the W.I. meeting for April will be held on Thursday 
April  30th when it will be members night with the members giving the 
committee a rest and running the meeting themselves.

O n  Tu e s d a y 
24th February some 
Edworth residents 
and friends organised 
a last minute Pancake 
celebration. With an 
assault course laid out 
in the farm yard and 
50 pancakes warming 
in the Aga the celebra-
tion began. The course 
obstacles ranged from 
weaving the cones, 
dressing up and flip-

Edworth‛s flipping good Pancake Day

Neil Watts racing with panache and Peter Sawford with his 
celebration plate - pictures by Iain Cameron

ping pancakes. Peter Sawford achieved the fastest time for the course 
followed closely by Angie and Lesa. After the competition everyone sat 
together and ate pancakes with a variety of fillings, cream and cherries, 
banana and chocolate, maple syrup and lemon. 
Lesa Welch

Forthcoming Spring Art Exhibition
Saturday 25th April (10am to 4pm) & Sunday 26th April (11am to 4pm) 
in Hinxworth Village Hall. Free Entrance and Parking. There will be a 
raffle and refreshments can be purchased. Please come to view and maybe 
buy our recent works. The exhibition will feature works primarily by 
members of Hinxworth Art Society. Non-members are also invited to 
exhibit their artworks which can be in any medium such as painting, 
photography, ceramics, wood, and sculpture. 
Deadline for exhibitor registration: Friday 17th April.For further details 
and an exhibition form please contact: Marianne Osmond: Tel: 01462 
742048  Email:  marianneosmond@onetel.com or Viv Hughes: 01462 
743227 Email: hattricks@btconnect.com  

I am back from my 
amazing trip to Cuba, 
tired, but really quite 
proud of myself. Along 
with 66 other headstrong 
women, I managed to cy-
cle across the varied and 
challenging terrain under 
the hot Caribbean sun. I 
conquered every hill and 
covered every kilometre 
of the challenge; it was 
very hard!. The experience 

Ali cycles across Cuba

of seeing the villages and towns and being introduced to the Cuban way 
of life close up and personal was truly unforgettable and the warmth and 
generosity of the people we met was both humbling and inspirational. 

half a million raised so far
Thank you so much to all of you who have sponsored me and supported 
me along the way, it was wonderful to be able to experience such a chal-
lenge and I would not have been able to do it without the support and 
help of so many people.  I think I have raised £3,100. The four Cuban 
trips so far have managed to raise over half a million pounds for Women 
for Women, so it was really worthwhile too. Please visit the website to 
see how these funds are spent. www.women-for-women.org/

 Finally it is not too late to sponsor me; so if you haven’t and would 
like to, please visit my fund-raising page at www.justgiving.com/alison-
harding. Women for Women are organising another event next year to 
China which looks amazing, so if any of you are interested and want more 
information on what the events are like, drop me a line at 2 High Street, 
Hinxworth SG7 HQ or give me a call on 01462 742707.  I recommend 
you give it a go! Once again, thank you so very much.
Ali Harding

Trimming trees near tennis court
Kitchener. The full minutes are published on the village website at www.
hinxworth.com the month following the meeting, but here is a précis of 
topical matters that were discussed.

The funding for the children’s play area has now been received and 
the Council decided to accept Clements Play Management’s quote for 
new equipment which will be installed shortly.

The Council is continuing to press for urgent and proper repairs to 
the spreading menace of potholes. 

There is a planning application for a 16 Turbine Wind Farm at Toplars 
Hill along to Biggleswade South Roundabout. 

Dr Hoffman resigned from the Parish Council in February.  A notice 
of vacancy was displayed on the village notice board, but as no candidates 
were put forward, the Council voted to co-opt Mark Jarman. 

Date for Your Diary. The Annual Parish Meeting. This meeting will 
be on Thursday April 2nd at 8 pm. It will be preceded by the Village 
Hall Management Committee AGM starting at 7.30 pm.

This is an excellent opportunity to review the year’s achievements and 
voice hopes for the future. Everybody in the Parish is urged to attend. 
Our County Councillor, Tony Hunter, will be there. We will also have 
a written report from our District Councillor, Andrew Young.
Simon Marlow

mailto:marianneosmond@onetel.com
http://www.justgiving.com/alisonharding
http://www.justgiving.com/alisonharding
http://www.hinxworth.com
http://www.hinxworth.com


Church Services - AprilOn the beat

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 5th 10.15 am Palm Sunday Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Friday 10th 1pm - 2 pm  words and music for Good Friday, St Nicholas
Sunday 12th 9.15 am Easter Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
                    9.30 am Easter Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 19th  9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 26th 9.15 am Parish  Eucharist, St George’s, Edworth
            9 .30 am  Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Village Walks
Join us for a Spring walk followed 
by a pub lunch on Friday April 
24th. Meet at Three Horseshoes, 
Hinxworth at 10.30 am. There’s an 
hour’s walk from 11 am until 12 pm 
on Good Friday, April 10th. Meet 
at St Nicholas Church. 

Soup Lunch
April’s soup lunch will be on Good 
Friday April 10th in St Nicholas 
Church 12 pm until 1 pm, due to 
the Village Hall being closed for 
floor repairs. Lunch will be fol-
lowed at 1 pm by words and music 
for Good Friday . All welcome.

 Police Surgery
April’s Police Surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church 

Hall in Ashwell High Street from 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday 
April 3rd.

Be Ready for Anything
A two week radio campaign which 

called on people across the county to 
think a head of an emergency and be 
‘Ready for Anything’ took place in 
January and February this year.

Developed by Hertfordshire Re-
silience, the county’s multi-agency 
planning forum, ‘Ready for Any-
thing’ targeted the vulnerable at home -  those people who are elderly and 
live alone, or who rely on support from a family member or professional 
care service or those who are socially isolated.

call for common sense
The themes of the campaign cover bad weather and flu which are high-
lighted as areas for attention on the county’s risk register. Using scenarios 
of flooding and household emergencies, the radio adverts ask people to 
think about what practical and common sense things they can do to avoid 
problems in the event of a crisis which affects their home. 

It is also being supported by BBC Three Counties Radio who are 
running a series of feature programmes around flooding, flu and severe 
weather next week on their breakfast show.

Richard Smith, Executive Member for Community Safety, said: “The 
authorities in Hertfordshire have plans in place to respond to emergen-
cies, but it is important that residents to think about simple things they 
can do now to prepare for an emergency such as severe weather, flooding 
and widespread influenza.  

“The best items to have in your home in an emergency are a torch, bat-
tery powered radio, phone numbers of family and friends and emergency 
help lines, bottled water, ready-to-eat food and a first aid kit.”  

“Simple things to prepare include making copies of financial docu-
ments and keeping them somewhere safe that you can access in an emer-
gency, and familiarising yourself with how to switch off gas, electricity 
and water supplies.”

leaflet available 
Have you befriended a vulnerable person, are any of your neighbours 
vulnerable or are members of your family vulnerable?  A leaflet called 
‘Ready For Anything’ proving information and guidance is available at 
your local library.  It includes useful tips, advice and contact information 
on issues such as;

� a Carers Emergency Scheme;
� the effects of flooding and how to prepare;
� vulnerable customer schemes offered by utility providers;
� what to have in your home and car in case of an emergency;
� electric blanket and home fire safety checks
If an emergency happens, tune in to your local radio station. The 

authorities will use local radio to update and advise the public. 
The leaflet, plus further information is available at www.hertsdirect.

org/emergency or call 01992 555961 for a copy.

A reunion for the Sale family, 
who farmed locally until the begin-
ning of the last century, is planned 
for June. Any descendents of Ed-
ward Sale, born December 1766 
and Dorothy Hart, or Richard 
Sale, born 1800, and Ann Fossey, 
or indeed anyone connected in any 
way with the Sale family, (other 
names occurring in the family tree 
are Fossey and Leete)  is warmly 
invited to get in touch with me for 
details. We’d love to make contact 
with you! 

Liz Megson, 01223 844317 
or 10 Hills View, Great Shelford, 
Cambs, CB22 5AY

Sales sought

Hedge Fun?
Free to good home eight box 

hedging plants. Contact Michele 
Jarman 01462 743453

I wonder if anyone may be 
able to help.  My son Luca left 
his bicycle in the Three Horse 
Shoes pub after a cycle ride one 
weekend late last year.  When we 
went to collect it a couple of weeks 
ago we were very sad to find that 
someone had taken it.  I am sure 
that someone would have just 
borrowed it, maybe in hope of a 
quick journey home one evening.  
Therefore if you do have it could 
you please either return it to us at 
Eshacrin, New Inn Road (house 
just in front of Farrowby Farm) 
or if you would prefer you could 
return it to the pub garden and I 
am sure they will let us know it 
has turned up.  It is a child’s red 
bike with Apollo Awesome written 
on it.  You would make an eight 
year old little boy very happy if 
returned. Thanks.

Joanne Panico
Eshacrin, New Inn Road, 

Hinxworth, Herts SG7 5HE

Make Luca happy

The next Neighbourhood 
Watch/police meeting for our 
area G4E Ashwell, Hinxworth, 
Bygrave, Newnham & Caldecote, 
will be on Thursday 9th April 
at 8pm in the Parish Rooms, 
Ashwell.

We will be discussing the in-
cidents/crimes that have occurred 
over the last few months and of-
fering crime prevention advice. All 
are welcome.

Neighbourhood Watch

Broadband success
It has been rumoured that a 

broadband subscriber, dissatisfied 
with Tiscali’s broadband service, 
took the company to court. The 
company settled out of court, 
apologised and made a payment, 
while denying liability and requir-
ing that no details be published. 

why are we waiting?
We can reveal that the editor’s 

monthly bill with this ISP could 
be halved if BT would get their 
act together and “unbundle” the 
arrangements at their Ashwell ex-
change.  At least that is what he has 
been told by Tiscali. The cry goes 
up, “How long, BT, how long?” 
One suggestion is that it might 
happen towards the end of this 
year. Don’t hold your breath.

Down with Trees
Residents are so delighted 

with the increased light levels on 
Hinxworth tennis court that pro-
posals are being examined which 
would involve cutting down all the 
trees planted around the recreation 
ground. Chairman of the Parish 
Council Simon Marlow expects a 
lively debate at the Council’s AGM 
on April 2nd in the Village Hall.


