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Cliff‛s Final Report:1984-2009

I think the school has continued to be a happy place. Educational 
standards have improved among children of all abilities.  Pupil num-
bers have increased from 
135 to 265. Teaching staff  
has increased from fi ve full 
time equivalent + Head to 
14.6 full-time equivalent + 
Head.  Nursery nurses have 
increased from none to 1.25. 
Teaching assistants have 
increased from 1.5 to 6.1. 
Admin. staff  have increased 
from 0.6 to 1.1.

Classrooms have increased from six, one standing empty, to 10. Girls 
and boys are now treated entirely equally, which was not the case in 1984. 
Th ere was only one subject which legally had to be taught in schools 
in 1984 – Religious Education – about the only subject which was not 
actually taught then.  Th ere was no National Curriculum in 1984, no 
statutory assessment of children’s progress,  no School Development Plan. 
Th ere were no school policies of any kind on any subject or issue.

‘don‛t buy no toilet rolls‛
Th e caretaker, who had been in post for 35 years, had a few helpful tips 
for me back in 1984, among which I treasure the following: “You don’t 
wanna buy no toilet rolls.  Th ey only use ‘em!”  and, when the drains got 
blocked under the playground: “Stands to reason, it ain’t got nowhere 
to go.”  I smiled to myself in a superior manner at the time but, several 
million  toilet rolls and at least 30 drain blockages later I am beginning 
to think he might have had a point.

Th e amount of money delegated annually by the local authority to 
the school has increased from £7,000 to £746,895, not allowing for 
infl ation, though of course in 1984 we didn’t have to pay any salaries, 
fuel, service or maintenance costs. Th e average amount raised annually 
by the PTA has increased from £7,300 to £15,500. 

computers multiply, typewriters vanish
Th e number of computers in the school has increased from none to 36, 
photocopiers from none to two.  Upright offi  ce typewriters have reduced 
from one to none, as have Gestetner duplicating machines .

Governors have increased in number from: nine  to 16. Governors’ 
meetings have increased from one per term to two per term. Governors’ 
committees, unheard of in 1984, have increased from none to fi ve. Con-
sumption of wine at governors’ meetings has increased from nil to…..

children always full of promise
Th ank you for the unfailing support you have always given Ashwell 
Primary School.  I am privileged to have been able to work for over half 
my career in such a well-supported school in such a wonderful group of 
villages   I have also been fortunate to have had many outstanding teach-
ers as my friends and colleagues here.  I noted when I fi rst came that I 
thought the school was full of unrealised potential.  However much has 
happened since, that is still the case because children, whoever they are, 
are always full of the promise of future successes.

confi dence in the future
It is with a great feeling of confi dence in the future of the school that I 
hand over to my greatly respected colleague and long-standing friend, 
Kate Oxley. 
Cliff Jenkinson

Village Hall  - a Sparkling Programme
Th e Village Hall Management Committee is pleased to announce its 

2009/2010 programme.  We hope that there is something for everyone.
 Saturday September 26th. Peter Chapman’s Memphis Jazz Band 

presents  “ A Jazz Band Ball”. What a great way to start the season.
Saturday November 14th. Our own, our very own Village Supper.  

Yes, it’s here again – an evening no-one will want to miss.  
Saturday December 5th (tbc). Clare Finnimore and the Lyra String 

Quartet.  It will be a joy to welcome them back. 
Saturday January 16th 2010. Film Night. Jean and Ian Wilkinson will 

be presenting an evening dedicated to the magic of the silver screen.
Saturday March 13th 2010. quiz@home10. Yes, the multi-venue quiz 

will be testing our brain cells to the limit. Better start revising!  
June 2010 (date tbc). Linda and Peter Butler’s “Pond Day”. For anyone 

interested in ponds or nature this will be a truly fascinating day.
June/July 2010 (date tbc). Hinxworth and Edworth Open Garden 

Day. A Sylvia Scales idea to celebrate our village gardens.
July 2010 (date tbc)  Sylvia Scales wants us all in twos, fours and eights 

to get together and doh-si-doh the night away at her Barn Dance.
Ed Thorn and Michael Baim

Music at Teatime in Arlesey
Enjoy tea and music with the Lyra String Quartet  at Th e Eagle Wing,  

Arlesey at 4 pm Sunday 6th September. Tickets £12, £6 children. 
 Th e varied programme includes Haydn’s String Quartet op 20 no 4, 

Puccini’s I Crisantemi, Wolf ’s Italian Serenade,  Dvorak’s Two Waltzes, 
Smetana’s  String Quartet ‘From My Life’. Free cuppa and cake!

 Please send SAE to Edgeworth House,121 High Street, Arlesey, 
SG15 6SX  with cheques made payable to Kate Elmitt). For more info 
call: 01462 622222 or E-mail: elmitt@btinternet.com 

Julie and Verity race for life and raise £4,158
Just as we went to press, indeed after we went to 

press, we received an email from Julie Benham to 
say that she and daughter Verity had run the Race 
for Life in Bedford on July 26th. She wrote, “So far 
we have raised £4,158 but there is still a little more 
to come.  We are amazed at the support we received and want to say a 
huge thank you to all of you who sponsored us. I shall be delighted to 
send a very fat cheque to Cancer Research UK in the very near future.
Many, many thanks once again.”  

 

photo by Hayley Benham



Hinxworth  Parish Council
The Parish Council met on Thursday 2nd July. Present were Simon 

Marlow, Mark Jarman, Yvonne Tookey and the clerk, Wendy Kitchener. 
Paul Watler and Les Whitfield sent their apologies. The full minutes are 
published on the village website at www.hinxworth.com the month fol-
lowing the meeting, but here is a précis of matters that were discussed.

The 2008/2009 accounts have been sent to the external auditors. 
The work to make the fire safety of the Village Hall comply with the 

new regulations has been authorised. The hall will be closed on the 3rd, 
4th, and 5th of August while the work is carried out.

The pressure to close the gap in the A1 at the end of New Inn Road is 
being maintained. Vehicles still frequently use it to cross the A1 illegally 
– and very dangerously.

The District Council field at the end of Francis Road is being made 
available for allotments. We don’t know at this time when access may be 
possible. The Village notice board in the pub car park is falling to bits 
and needs replacing. 

The next meeting will be on Thursday September 3rd at 8pm in the 
Village Hall.
Simon Marlow

Going up in the World
If you want to go up in the world you 

might find the equipment you need at a com-
pany working out of a warehouse on Arbtree 
Farm Hinxworth. The company in question 
is MPG Tower Hire run by Mike Wish from 
Biggleswade. 

Mike started his working life in the Royal 
Navy where he trained as an electrician. After ten 

Ashwell Accies Under 11’s 
won the Letchworth City Ea-
gles Summer Tournament on 
July 4th.

To get to the final, Ashwell 
came through a very tough 
qualifying group, winning 
three out of their four match-
es, against Letchworth, Bury 
Rangers, and Panshanger.

Ashwell Accies - Tournament Champions

In the semi-final they came up against Stotfold, who so far had won all 
their matches.  But Ashwell won through in style, with a 1:0 victory.

In the final, the score was nil-nil at full time, and 1:1 at the end of 
extra-time.  So, the match was painfully decided by a penalty shoot-out.  
They finally beat Bury Rangers FC, winning 6:5.

Ashwell players were:  Alexander Hepburn (Hinxworth), Carmine 
Aurilia, Ben Gilbert, Tim Greenbank, Alfie Laughton, Josh Miles, Tyler 
Ball and Robbie Norman.

This Ashwell team plays in the first division of the Royston Crow 
youth football league, where they finished 4th this season.  The team is 
managed by David Hepburn from Hinxworth and Julian Gilbert from 
Steeple Morden.
Wendy Hepburn

winning through in style

On the 7th July seven Hinxworthians joined up with a party of others 
in a coach at Biggleswade to visit the National Memorial Arboretum at 
Alrewas near Lichfield in Staffordshire.  After two-and-a-half hours and 
thanks to a good driver, we reached our destination in time to have a quick 
coffee before attending the daily Act of Remembrance in the striking 
Millennium Chapel which was dedicated only nine years ago.  We were 
then told about the Arboretum and some of the many memorials and 
gardens which are a living tribute to the generations of the 20th Century 
involved in various organisations, not all of which are connected with the 
armed services, e.g. the Stillbirth and Neonatal Death Society garden.  

memories that move us still
The 150 acre Arboretum is a haven of peace, where more than 50,000 

trees of many varieties have so far been planted since its beginnings in 
1997 in time for the millennium. On one visit it is hardly possible to visit 
all the memorials and gardens, and we were not helped by some heavy 
showers, so Janet and I concentrated on finding those memorials with 
which members of our family had some association.  The most prominent 
and impressive feature is the Armed Forces Memorial commemorating 
all those killed in action since the end of the Second World War.  We 
took cover from the rain by lunching in the spacious restaurant before 
resuming our tour on which we were particularly moved by the Far 
East Prisoners of War Memorial Building, opened only four years ago.  
The design of this little hut would be familiar to anyone unfortunate 
enough to have been captured by the Japanese  during World War Two. 
It contains a small exhibition with, nearby, sections of the Burma and 
Sumatra railways constructed by these prisoners, as well as the original 
lych-gate from Changi Jail in Singapore.

To anyone who has not been to the NMA I strongly recommend a 
visit, but remember to take a good pair of walking shoes and choose a 
fine day!
Reggie Fair

Remembering among the trees

years he left and became involved with the electrics of tower cranes.
He later moved on to various sales jobs which eventually led him back 

to the world of scaffolding and associated equipment. In 1990 Mike, 
together with two other colleagues, set up their own company, MPG 
being the initials of the partners.

The company was originally based in his hometown of Stevenage. 
However, 9 years ago he moved the company to Hinxworth.

servicing buildings and planes
Today MPG provides aluminium tubular towers, hydraulic work plat-
forms, cantilever towers and bridging structures and other related equip-
ment. These are used in the building industry both for construction and 
maintenance. Another use is in the aircraft industry for the maintenance 
and repair of aeroplanes. “The essential difference between scaffolding 
and our towers is that scaffolding is made of steel which is heavy and 
fixed; whereas our prefabricated equipment is light, moveable and easy 
to erect.” said Mike.

In addition to the sale or hire of this equipment Mike’s company 
provides training courses for the industry’s trade association PASMA. 
These courses cover the erection, dismantling and inspection of tower 
structures and the relevant safety regulations.

During the time Mike lived in Stevenage he spent 16 years as a special 
constable and was a colleague of our local ‘bobby’ PC Marina.

Village Voice wishes Mike and his team on-going success in these diffi-
cult economic times and that business will continue to be on the ‘up’.
Ed Thorn

News from ‘The Three Horseshoes‛
The six month anniversary barbecue was a hit. Those who attended 

enjoyed themselves - even the weather was kind. The Wednesday £5 for 
two courses lunches are popular, as is Sunday breakfast, starting 9 am.

http://www.hinxworth.com


Dates for your diary
August 14th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 pm - 2 pm
August 20th copy deadline for September Village Voice
August 21st Village Walk - meet 3 Horseshoes Hinxworth 10.30 am
September 6th Music at teatime in Arlesey - see page 1
September 26th Peter Chapman’s Memphis Jazz Band - see page 1
October 3rd  Film - “A Bunch of Amateurs” 8 pm  Village Hall
October 4th St Nicholas Harvest Festival, Family service and Lunch

Ashwell Patients‛ Group
 Patrick Forbes, our Hinxworth rep, is to be replaced by Harry King. 

The committee thanks Patrick for his contribution as a founder member 
of the group and look forward to working with Harry.

 survey suggests saturday surgery
Some patients were involved in a survey we carried out some time ago, 
the point of which was to find out patients’ views on surgery hours. We 
chose a normal week and invited all those attending Ashwell or Bassing-
bourn Surgery to take part. We received 132 responses. A large number 
of respondents were very complimentary about the service they received 
and there was much appreciation for the additional opening hours which 
have been available for some time. There was however some feeling that a 
Saturday morning would be welcome. As a consequence, plans are afoot 
to introduce a Saturday service as well. Details will be forthcoming in the 
Autumn. Many thanks to those who completed our questionnaire.

 help with transport 
Remember that services exist to help you get to the surgery, day centre, 
dentist,  special needs club or hospital if you are stuck for transport. 

Royston and District  Community Transport  - 01763 245228
North Herts Centre for Voluntary Service - 01462 689402
Lister Hospital- 01438 781238 (hospital attendance only). These or-

ganisations are always desperate for volunteer drivers, who are reimbursed 
for their mileage so do contact them if you can help in this way.
Peter Chapman, Chairman

Ashwell Primary School is looking for two lively, enthusiastic  and 
caring people,  with some experience of working with children, to set 
up and run our new Breakfast and  After School Clubs.

Your job would involve talking and playing with the children, leading 
a range of interesting activities and preparing a simple snack.  The children 
will all be Ashwell School pupils, aged from 4 to 11, and the clubs will 
take place at the school. If your own children are Ashwell pupils, they 
could attend the club for free.

Hours:  7.45am to 9.15 am, and 3pm to 6.15pm, Monday to Friday, 
term time only.  Rate of pay: H3 scale, currently £8.07 -£8.63 per hour, 
depending on experience.  Start date: 5th October 2009. Closing date for 
applications: 15th August 2009.  Job share applications welcome.

If you are interested, please send a letter of application and a C.V. to: 
Email: head@ashwell.herts.sch.uk

Post:  Kate Oxley,  Headteacher,  Ashwell Primary School. Silver 
Street, Ashwell, Baldock, Herts.  SG7 5QL. Please mark your envelope  
Job Application. Appointments will be subject to an enhanced CRB 
check and references.

Do you like working with children?

Hinxworth and Edworth WI enjoyed a Garden Picnic as their 
monthly meeting this month.They visited Princess Helena College at 
Preston.  The evening , organised by Heather Baim who works at the 
college. was dry if a bit chilly. We gathered on the lawn by the library 
and enjoyed our picnic finishing with strawberries and cream supplied 
by the  committee. We then had a walk around the very pleasant gardens 
amongst lavender and roses. We finished with a Google Quiz organised 
by Viv’s daughter Heidi Mason. The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

There is no meeting in August but our September meeting is on 
Thursday September 10th in the Village Hall at 7.45pm and the speaker 
is Andy Lee speaking on Dogs for the Disabled, All welcome, no entry 
but donation to WI funds acceptable.
Carol Cheney

Meeting Princess Helena

On Sunday 12th July, five of my friends ran the London 10KM Run 
for the Lymphoma Association. I was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma back in January. The girls did great, raising well over their target 
of £1500. Well done! Everyone who came to watch  was so proud. Their 
sponsorship page is still open so if you would like to donate to this worthy 
cause, here is the link http://www.justgiving.com/lymphoma10k09/. 
Thank You. 
Hayley Benham

 On July 12th  at approximately 8pm we received a phone call from 
Bridget Sheldrick saying the field opposite us was on fire. We looked and, 
sure enough, the field opposite was on fire, basically right opposite our 
driveway. The crackling sound was unmistakable, the fire in comparison 
to the sound seemed small. Bridget had already called 999 so we watched 
and waited. Within minutes the first fire engine arrived. The firemen 
got the hose from the engine and and  the fire was quickly extinguished 
and then they dampened down the surrounding area to make sure it was 
out. While this was going on a second fire engine arrived with his siren 
going, followed by a police car. Then a third fire engine arrived from the 
opposite direction. A big thank you to the firemen who arrived promptly 
and put out the fire within seconds, controlling a situation that could 
have potentially got a lot worse. 

 smuts suspected
Bridget had been out working when she heard the unmistakable sound of 
fire. She ran back to her home and called 999. Moments earlier a steam 
engine had gone past and she suspects smuts from the smoke blew onto 
the field which caught fire because it was so dry. The firemen said it was 
lucky the field was set aside and not a crop; a crop would have caught 
more easily and it could have got out of control. Quite some excitement 
for a Sunday evening in Hinxworth. 
Hayley Benham

New Inn Road Fire Drama

pictures by Hayley Benham

Lunch makes £1448
The Newnham Parish Lunch on 

July 5th made a spectacular profit of 
£1448. Congratulations to all who 
worked so hard  and contributed to 
this result which helps to fund the 
cost of maintaining and operating 
our village church.

Small start for big lunch
Despite the unpromising 

weather 25 villagers enjoyed 
Hinxworth’s first Big Lunch at St 
Nicholas Church on July 19th. 8% 
of the village population isn’t bad 
for a first attempt and we hope to 
see many more next year.

Five Friends raise £1,500 for Lymphoma 

Editor takes to the skies
Friends and neighbours bought me a half hour flight 

in a Tiger Moth from Duxford to mark my 70th birthday 
last year. On July 4th I finally lurched into the skies, 
and really didn’t want to come down! Thank you all for 
a wonderful gift. (photo of  flying ace Forbes by Jack Smith)



Church Services - AugustOn the beat

Please send all copy and pic-
tures for September Village Voice to 
Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, 
Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email 
to  fool1@tiscali.co.uk by August 20th. 
Village Voice is published by Forbes 
Services Ltd, phone 01462 742015. 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 2nd 10.15 am  Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth  
Sunday 9th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 16th 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 23rd 9.15 am Parish  Eucharist, St Nicholas Hinxworth
            9 .30 am  Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 30th 9.15 am Parish  Eucharist, St Nicholas Hinxworth

Village Walk
Join us for a country walk on Friday 
August 21st, with lunch in a local 
pub.  Meet at The Three Horseshoes, 
Hinxworth at 10.30 am. 

 Soup Lunch
As promised, the renowned 
Hinxworth soup lunch returns  to 
Hinxworth Village Hall on Friday 
14th August 12.30 pm - 2 pm.

 Police Surgery
August’s Police Surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church 

Hall in Ashwell High Street from 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday 
August 7th.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

We have received information that an Alarm Company called Direct 
Response has been cold calling in the Herts area.

Although this is a legitimate company, they have been spoken to 
regarding their code of conduct and how their sales reps behave.  They 
have also been purporting to be from the Police Crime Prevention Unit 
and working with the Police - this is not correct. 

If you have received any visitors from this company and were at 
all concerned by how they conducted their business please call 0845 
33 00 222 and also please report it to Trading Standards for them to 
investigate. 

We would like to reiterate that although the company has been 
reported for the way they market their product they are a legitimate 
company and as far as we are aware are not involved in any kind of 
criminal activity. 

If you would like advice on purchasing an alarm system for your 
home please call 0845 33 00 222 and ask to speak to your local Crime 
Prevention Officer. 

The latest crime statistics for the UK have 
just been published, covering the period April 

How not to overheat in summer
When sizzling hot weather is forecast, how can you store that early 

morning cool? Try these tips:
Move into the shade.  Use blinds (or sheets) on south facing windows 

to reflect the sun. Draw south facing curtains to keep the sun’s heat out 
and cooler air in.  Insulate loft and cavity walls to slow the passage of 
heat from outside.

Make less heat.  Check the hot water tank is insulated. If not, it 
will leak heat into the room.  Turn off appliances you’re not using. Even 
adaptors generate heat.  Reschedule physical work, avoid direct sunlight 
and drink cold water.

Ventilate.  Open windows on opposite sides of the house, but only 
if this creates a cooling through-draught and is not a security risk.   Use 
a rotating desk fan. Portable air conditioners use up to 100 times more 
energy. If you need to insulate, call Cocoon on 0800 8048 777. This 
comparison service is Energy Saving Trust approved and can help over 
70s to get the work done free.

Crime is down again in 
Hertfordshire!

2008 to March 2009. They show that in Hertfordshire recorded crime 
dropped by 5% from the previous year, car crime is down 12% and 
violent crime down 9%.

Detection rates in Hertfordshire went up to 33% in this period, 
compared with the national average of 28%. This is the seventh year of 
increase in detection rates in Hertfordshire.

But we can still do more! Join in with revitalising Neighbourhood 
watch. Try and get your friends and neighbours to join and we will all 
be even more safe and secure.

Visit the Crime Prevention Panel web site for more information.
http://www.hertscrimeprevention.com/NHCPP/News/News.html

keep an eye on security firms

Citizens Advice Bureau, Century House, Market Square, Biggleswade, 
SG18 8UU phone 01767 601368, open weekdays 10.30 am  -2.30 pm, 
appointments only.  Advice line 08444 - 771600 which connects to either 
the Ampthill  Bureau or the Biggleswade Bureau.

Citizens Advice Bureau

Saturday night at the Hinxworth movies
Book this date, Saturday October 3rd at 8 pm when “A Bunch of 

Amateurs” will be shown. More information in next month’s Voice.

Indoor Bowls Club
This reminder is all for who 

play Bowls on a regular basis and 
for those of you who would like to 
play. We meet in the Village Hall.

Our meetings will start again 
after the Summer Holiday break:

Evening Bowls: Tuesday Au-
gust 11th 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm;

Afternoon Bowls: Thursday 
August 13th 2 pm to 4.30 pm.

Anyone is welcome to join, no 
age limits. Tuition and all equip-
ment are provided. We welcome 
players from villages other than 
Hinxworth. Further information 
from me on 01462 742439 .
John Tookey

Skulduggery in Francis Road
On Tuesday July 7th, a door to door seller called in Francis Road. I 

would like to hear from anyone who saw this person or can give me any  
more information, description etc. 

For Sale
Se c o n d h a n d  B e g i n n e r s 

Cruiser by Crafter electric gui-
tar and Marshall  Amp £25 
Secondhand Fender Bullet 150 
Amp. Great effects! £40. (£92 new). 
Also secondhand Epiphone 
Les Paul Standard electric gui-
tar. Price open for discussion! 
Please phone 01462 743792

Congratulations to Dr Caroline 
Russell and John Gearing who were 
married on July 4th. A blessing 
service was held in St George’s 
Edworth. We wish them joy.

Caroline and John wed

Strawberry teas make £262
Just as we went to press, we heard 
that the strawberry cream tea 
in Newnham raised £262, to be 
divided between the Village Hall 
and St Vincent’s Church.

Young Artists Needed for Hinxworth Harvest
We are keen to show off children’s art work to be displayed in St Nicholas 

Church during our Harvest Festival 
on October 4th.  Drawings, paintings, 
models all welcome. Please contact 
Annette Forbes on 01462 742015 for 
more details. We want to celebrate the 
amazing creativity of our children for 
all to see.


