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The World‛s Fastest Indian
On January 31st in Hinxworth Village Hall there will be a showing 

of Sir Anthony Hopkins’ oustanding feature fi lm “Th e World’s Fastest 
Indian”. Th is is a true story based on New Zealand legend Burt Munro, 
a man who never let the dreams of youth fade, and truly believed his old 
Indian motorcycle could break the speed record. 

£3 tickets available January 5th 
Th e Hall will be open at 7.30 pm and the fi lm will be shown at 8 pm. 
Tickets, £3 per person, will be available after January 5th 2009 from 
John Tookey at 7 Francis Road, Hinxworth. Phone 01462 742439 if 
you want further information.

 I attended the Consultation Meeting in the Memorial Hall in Stot-
fold on November 25th. Th e meeting was a drop in, between 12.30pm 
and 7.30pm to ask questions. A questionnaire was available called  “Site 
Survey” for completing to make representations to Mid Beds. Th ere was 
little other information; some display panels showing the proposed site 
and the area in general, Nothing more than the website details.

It was unclear whether the offi  cials there represented Mid Beds Coun-
cil or  Vision 21, the Consultants appointed by Mid Beds. Th ere are to 
be 22 pitches (one caravan is a pitch) for Travellers within Mid Beds. 
Th ere is  another preferred site at Kennel Farm Holding,  Dunton Lane, 
Biggleswade for six pitches. Th e other site in the area is 197 Hitchin Road 
Arlesey for six pitches.Th is therefore makes 14 pitches out of the 22 in 
this area. I asked one of the representatives if all these 22 pitches were 
opposed what would happen next? “We would have to think again”.

 is this plan set in stone?
I then spoke to the Bedfordshire County Council’s Travellers’ representa-
tive raising this question. Her answer was that central government would 
allocate the sites and they are likely to be the designated preferred sites. 
So  it appears Stotfold as a preferred site will go ahead. So this is set in 
stone? Nobody facilitating this meeting would answer.  Any additional 
pitches on the site would be open to public consultation, but as full 
infrastructure will be  built it is likely that these would go ahead. 

Th is site may well be railroaded through. I’m told Mid Beds has re-
fused to allow a public meeting as happened before when the preferred 
site was to be between Arlesey and Stotfold.  Th e four travellers on the 
Stotfold site are living in the area on four illegal pitches. Th ey could stay 
on these pitches if they applied for planning permission - but it is unlikely 
according to the Beds.C.C. representative that the travellers would get 
permission. Th e Travellers could ill aff ord to pay the costs of applying for 
this permission. So it seems quite in order for Mid Beds or the County 
Council to fund a new site from the public purse. £100 million Coun-
trywide has been earmarked by the Government for this purpose!

locals prepared to fi ght proposal
Stotfold residents appear to have had little notifi cation of this new site. 
Th ose at the meeting were most incensed after fi ghting one battle over 
the Arlesey/Stotfold site they are now having to revisit all the bureaucracy 
once again. Th ey seemed ready put up a fi ght. Stotfold Town Council 
are opposing the site. Emotions are running high in Stotfold.  I believe 
Edworth, Dunton, Eyeworth, Radwell, Newnham and Caldecote Parish 
Councils/Meetings have been informed and it is hoped they will make 
representations. Th e Highways Agency has  been asked to comment due 
to the close proximity to the A1. Th e A507  is a high casualty route. 

 Should anyone wish to contact a person regarding the Traveller 
Site please email Stotfold’s Mid Beds District Councillor Christina.
Turner@midbeds.gov.uk. who will be able to advise you. Th e Gypsy 
and Travellers Sites for Mid Beds Consultation Pack is available on 
www.talktomidbeds.co.uk. Th is is a 25 page document detailing the 
Mid Beds case. It certainly makes for interesting reading, especially as 
the Stotfold site appears not to meet some of the points on Highway 
Access, Residential Amenity and Preferred Policy items.  Do not forget 
the deadline for representations is January 7th to be emailed to www.
talktomidbeds.co.uk. or to tasmincowley@talktomidbeds.co.uk  By post 
to Freepost, Vision Twentyone, Milton Hall, Deansgate, Manchester, M3 
4BQ. Time is running out!
Wendy Kitchener 01767-313766  wggk@btinternet.com

Travellers‛ Decision Looms

Christmas Eve in the Toy Shop

Ashwell School infants presented their Christmas play “Christmas Eve 
in the Toy Shop” to a packed house on December 18th. Toys wake up on 
Christmas Eve and do their best tricks for the baby Jesus in the nativity 
scene on which the toy maker has been working. But what can the shy rab-
bit do? Th e angel says “Everyone can do something”, so the shy rabbit gives 
baby Jesus a cuddle. Two performances of Th e Wind in the Willows and 
the  Infants’ play raised £474 for Chejika School, Lilongwe, Malawi. 

Judith plays the Shy Rabbit, and Joseph the Angel
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Hinxworth Parish Council
The Parish Council met on Thursday December 4th. Present were the 

Chairman, Yvonne Tookey, Paul Watler and the Clerk, Wendy Kitch-
ener. Martin Hoffmann and Les Whitfield sent their apologies. The full 
minutes are published on the village website at www.hinxworth.com 
the month following the meeting. In the meantime here is a précis to 
allow readers of Village Voice to know about the current topical matters 
that were discussed. These included:

Budget and Precept 2009 It was proposed and agreed that the budget 
and precept should remain the same as for the current year.

Closing the gap on the A1 at the end of New Inn Road. The Parish 
Council has received an unsatisfactory letter from Carillion, the contrac-
tors who maintain the A1. The Council will write to Carillion’s CEO to 
maintain the pressure to have the gap closed as soon as possible.

Village Hall Floor.  Quotes have been received for the work to secure 
the parquet flooring. The Co-Chairmen of the Village Hall Manage-
ment Committee and the Chairman of the Parish Council will meet 
to discuss this. 

Village Hall Road and Car Park. Fred Gearing has assessed the work 
and will make good deficiencies after Christmas.

The Tennis Court and Play Area. Two quotes have been received 
for cutting the hedge and trees back. These will be discussed at the next 
meeting.

Allotments.  Anglia Water has informed the Council that laying on 
water for the allotments could cost between £800 and £2,000. 

Should you require any further information or have any queries 
regarding the Parish Council Meeting please contact Wendy Kitchener 
Clerk to the Council on 01767-313766.
Simon Marlow

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

We had a very successful 
Christmas Fayre on the 29th 
November. Doors opened at 
11am and a steady stream of 
customers came in to buy various 
Christmas goodies from beauti-
fully decorated Bookmarks to 
wonderfully wrapped Christmas 
puddings.  There were many 
other items from bric a brac to 
pickles, Lunches were served, and 
after the grand raffle and all prizes 
on the tombola had been won the 
grand total of £400 was raised. 
Thank you, all those who  helped, 
and to all our customers.

The Christmas dinner was held on 10th December, an excellent meal 
prepared by James Bedford of Casino Catering.  After the meal, members 
of the W.I. performed a Greek tragedy and reduced at least one of the 
audience to tears of laughter. This was followed by a Chinese raffle in 
which  most of the audience won prizes.

The next meeting of the W.I. will be on Thursday January 8th in   the 
Village Hall at 7.45pm when Mrs Sian Fox from Sainsburys will speak to 
us on healthy eating. Subscriptions will be due.  I wish all W.I. members 
and friends a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year
Carol Cheney.

W.I. Christmas Dinner

A big thank you to everyone that came and supported me. I raised 
just under £600, which is fantastic. We had several beauty therapists 
who were busy all evening providing massages and beauty treatments 
and several stalls selling handmade quality gifts. The highlight of the 
evening was the Raj Shari Egyptian dance group who gave a demonstra-
tion and then encouraged everyone to have a go. We provided a buffet 
which went down well as well as mulled wine, hot spiced apple juice 
and warm mince pies. 

 cycling across Cuba
You may know I am raising money  for Robert Winston’s charity Women 
for Women which funds research into diseases affecting women and 
babies, for example miscarriage, still birth, premature birth, infertility, 
cancers affecting women. My sister had two babies born at 27 and 28 
weeks and several miscarriages and I know several women affected by 
many of these conditions. I will be undertaking a 370 km cycle ride across 
Cuba in March and am desperately trying to get fit enough as much of 
this will be off-road and in quite hot conditions. I am attempting to 
raise a minimum of £3000 and so far I have raised almost £2500. If 
anyone wishes to sponsor me they can donate online at www.justgiving.
com/alisonharding and they can read about the charity’s work at www.
women-for-women.org/. 
Alison Harding

Pampering makes almost £600

pictures by Sylvia Scales

Have you ever heard one of those stories of awful, violent, tragedy 
where you wonder how on earth those involved can live a life without 
nightmares, guilt and bitterness again?  This is a story of a father’s survival, 
his real survival not just the staying alive kind but the sort of survival that 
enables him to live with a dreadful memory yet allows him to become a 
part of a family again, to love and to allow love back into his life.

learning to live and love again
I’ve got to admit that this small paperback was quite hard going in 
places but I kept with it because it explored questions that we may have 
all wondered about at times, such as  “How does anyone survive that?” 
and “If there was a God , how could he/she allow this to happen?”  This 
is a heart warming story of humanity, the difficulties, yes but also the 
possibilities open to us if we can remain open ourselves. This is not about 
enduring pain. It is about ending it and learning to live again.
Kate Webber

If any reader would like to review/recommend a book, please contact 
the Editor at the address given on page 4, columns 1 and 2.

The Shack by William P Young, £7.99

Why not advertise sales and wants, offers or requests for work 
in the pages of Village Voice?   It will cost you nothing at all. 
And, who knows, it might even work. Contact the Editor.

http://www.hinxworth.com
http://www.justgiving.com/alisonharding
http://www.justgiving.com/alisonharding
http://www.women-for-women.org/
http://www.women-for-women.org/


Dates for your diary
January 2nd Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall 8 pm
January 4th 10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth
January 8th Hinxworth & Edworth WI  Village Hall 7.45 pm
January 11th The Eagle Four in Concert, see columns 1 and 2
January 14 St Nicholas PCC, Mole End, The Close, Hinxworth 8 pm
January 20th Copy deadline for Village Voice
January 31st Film “The World’s Fastest Indian” - Hinxworth V Hall

New Year’s Eve: Open 12.00-3 pm. Food served 12-2 pm. Evening is 
‘Party Night’, 7 pm until late, ticket only, £5 each. There will be a buffet, 
live music and a glass of bubbly at midnight!

New Year’s Day: Open 12.00 - 6 pm. Food served 12 - 2 pm.

Three Horseshoes New Year opening hours

Hertfordshire‛s Village of the year 
2009 - could it be yours?

Hertfordshire Village of the Year, sponsored by Calor in association 
with Hertfordshire County Council and the Hertfordshire Mercury, 
celebrates and encourages village life. It’s organized by CPRE – The Hert-
fordshire Society (CPRE stands for Campaign to Protect Rural England). 
We’ve run the county competition since 2000 – when we launched it to 
celebrate the Millennium. There are currently four categories: Environ-
ment, Business, People,  and Communications. Each carries a plaque 
and a cash prize.  You can enter as many or as few as you wish, although 
you need to enter all four to compete for the coveted Hertfordshire Vil-
lage of the Year East or West Trophies. 

Who can enter? Any enthusiastic individual or group can co-ordinate 
an entry, provided it is countersigned by the Parish Council Chair or 
Clerk to avoid duplication.  Invitations to enter will arrive with Parish 
Councils and regular entrants by February 1 and the entry deadline is 28 
April. However, note that from 2009, to conform to the Calor England 
Village of the Year requirement, the population of entering villages must 
not exceed 5,000.

Don’t think it could be your village? Think again. 2008 was a year 
of firsts for the competition. The Village of the Year West title went to 
first time entrant Kimpton. The Village of the Year East (and overall 
winner) was Woolmer Green.  This was the first time Woolmer Green 
had won a big prize. Both villages had first prize winners in the Village 
of the Year Children’s Poster competition run in conjunction with the 
main competition. 

What’s in it for your village? The possibility of winning up to 
£7,000 at national level. There are also some exciting prizes at county 
level. Perhaps more important is the ‘value added’: a chance to pull the 
village together, find out what goes on, what you do well and what you 
can do better; the opportunity to meet people from other villages and 
pool ideas. 

The Children’s Poster Competition is open to all village primary 
schools. This year’s theme is Stop the Drop in My Village, reflecting 
CPRE national President Bill Bryson’s flagship campaign against litter 
and flytipping. Invitations to enter will go out during January and the 
entry deadline is 23 April

 Hertfordshire’s Village of the Year – it could be yours. For further 
information and an entry form call Jo Simson on 01438 717587 or visit  
www.cpreherts.org.uk

Ashwell Patients‛ Group
   The APG was formed last year to collaborate with the medical 
professionals in our practice in finding ways of enhancing the patient’s 
experience. We set ourselves three aims:-  offer health promotion sessions;-
improve communication, and help develop patient transport.

Our practice has two surgeries, one in Ashwell and one in Bassing-
bourn. The fact that we are governed by two Primary Care Trusts ( PCTs) 
can bring complications. We have a committee with representatives from 
the area covered by our practice. Members are: Dr Caroline Russell, rep-
resenting the practice professionals; Peter Chapman, Chairman (Ashwell 
patients); Patrick Forbes (Hinxworth); Andrea Rowland (Steeple Mor-
den); Peter Allen (Guilden Morden); Tessa Cathcart (Bassingbourn).

health promotion evenings
We have held 4 Health Promotion sessions: Glue ear - a practical session 
for parents of young children; Alzheimer’s and dementia; Get to know 
your hospice; and Diabetes.  In each case we have been lucky to find 
experts in the field who have given their time generously to share their 
considerable experiences with appreciative audiences. These sessions are 
held in the Ashwell surgery and refreshments are served. Look out for 
announcements about our activities in Village Voice.  Among the ideas 
we have for sessions this year are:- Living with mental illness; allergies; 
breathing problems; health and schools. If you have any ideas, please give 
me a ring.We now have an information board in the Ashwell surgery.

patient transport
As regards transport, there is a well established organisation based in 
Royston which for a modest amount will convey people to the surgery 
or to hospital - Royston and District Community Transport. You don’t 
have to be ill to participate in this scheme,they are always desperate for 
volunteer drivers. Do contact them on 01763 245228. They would be 
delighted to hear from you. Bassingbourn is also served by the “Heron” 
transport scheme.

Our PCT (North and East Herts) is keen to develop patients’ groups 
and  our committee recently met the coordinator . I think we are ahead of 
the game but we hope to get new ideas from talking to her. Remember that 
you are most welcome to attend our sessions. A warm welcome awaits!
Peter Chapman -  - 01462 742977

Last month we mentioned the consignment of 
Christmas cards and notelets sent from Hinxworth 
to John Roberts of Richmond Virginia, whose an-
cestor Robert Roberts was Vicar of Hinxworth in 
the 17th century. He was delighted with them and 
has written to say so, enclosing a generous dona-
tion towards the costs of maintaining St Nicholas 
Church. He suggests that we might plant two or 
three more cedar trees to be ready for when the 
existing trees die.  No doubt the Parochial Church 
Council will be looking at this suggestion when 
they meet  later this month. We are happy to be 
able to squeeze in a picture of John and his wife 
Jane as they celebrated John’s 90th birthday in the 
middle of last year. We wish them and their family 
a very Happy New Year.

Hinxworth cards delight our friends

The Eagle Four in concert
     Sunday 11th January at 4pm at Eagle Wing, Edgeworth House, 

121 High St,  Arlesey SG15 6SX.  Christine Bunning soprano, Diana 
Levitas violin, Catherine Wilmers cello and Kate Elmitt piano will present 
a delightful concert of trios and duets by Bach, Beethoven, Mozart, Seiber 

Farewell Hinxworth
Jane and I will be leaving the Three Horseshoes in the very near future. 

We have very much enjoyed our time at this lovely little pub – the word 
exhilarating wouldn’t be overstating the truth. We’ve enjoyed many a 
memorable evening when the plates were flying in and out of the kitchen 
courtesy of Jane and my two remarkable daughters, sometimes around 
the kitchen, and the whole place buzzed with a great atmosphere, as it 
should. There’s been some good jam sessions too.

Now it’s time to move on. Jane has had many a year producing her 
wonderful meals, often under enormous pressure, so her decision to 
retire comes at the right time. She has another deal up her sleeve, so her 
retirement may be an extended holiday.  We shall see!

We wish you well. We’ll be remaining in the area, so any future appear-
ances will be strictly ‘bar-side’ – mine’s a double scotch. Yours Aye,
Stu

and Barab, followed by  drinks and  cakes after the performance.  Admis-
sion £8  (teens £4, pre-teens free). For tickets telephone 01462 622222, 
01462 633056, 01462 730490 or email elmitt@btinternet.com 

http://www.cpreherts.org.uk


Church Services - JanuaryOn the 
beat

with PC 431 Paul Marina

please don‛t miss the  copy date 
Please send all copy and pictures for February Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 
18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  fool1@tiscali.co.uk 
by January 20th. Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd at the above 
address, phone 01462 742015. See us on the web at hinxworth.com

The  mobile police station will be parked outside Ashwell Post Office on 
Thursdays January 8th and 22nd from 8.30 am until 10.30 am.

mobile police station

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 4th 10.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 11th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 18th  9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 25th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
            9 .30 am  Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
February 1st 10.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Soup Lunch
January’s soup lunch will be on 

Friday January 9th in Hinxworth 
Village Hall from 12.30 pm until 
2 pm. Everyone most welcome.

It has been illegal to use a hand-
held mobile phone when you are 
driving for some time now,  even when 
you are stopped at traffic lights or in 

mobile phone dangers
Village Walk

Join us for a bracing walk followed 
by a pub lunch on Friday January 
23rd. meet at Three Horseshoes, 
Hinxworth at 10.30 am

Scoot to work or training
Scoots is a project designed to help people aged 16 to 25 living in the 

rural parishes of Hertfordshire to access a work or education placement. 
The aim of the project is to provide transport and break the cycle of no 
transport and no employment or training.

The project provides a loan 50 cc scooter or bicycle, safety equipment 
and training. The cost to a client is £45 per month of which up to half 
could be returned at the end of the loan. In addition the client will pay 
for petrol and any damage up to the insurance excess, currently £250.

For more information, ring me on 01462 742439.
Yvonne Tookey, Hinxworth Parish Council

Travellers‛ Decision Looms

The Club has completed a 
successful year with meetings be-
ing held on Tuesday evenings and 
Thursday afternoons. The Club’s 
Knock-out Tournament winners 
– Afternoon Players Champion 
Marion Willan, and Evening 
Players Champion Derek Bridge-
water – were presented with their 
trophies during December.

Meetings in Hinxworth Village 
Hall will resume on the following 

Hinxworth Indoor Bowling Club

John Tookey and Marion Willan

dates: Tuesday evenings 7.30 pm from January 20th, Thursday afternoons 
2 pm from January 22nd. If you are interested in playing, just turn up. 
You will be made most welcome.
John Tookey

The Editor of Village Voice thanks all who have helped produce and 
distribute the paper over the past year, especially Matthew Heaton and 
David Booth at Wormald Burrows Partnership of Biggleswade, and 
Richard Floyd and Terry Smith of Floyd Automatic Tooling of Baldock. 
Without their generous help, Village Voice would never appear.  

Hours before we went to press, 22 village children enjoyed their 
Christmas party in Hinxworth Village Hall. The highlight was the ar-
rival of Father Christmas, with his sack of toys. Presents were handed 
out, then Santa left in something of a hurry, “many more calls to make”. 
Strangely, he left without his sack.

Michele, Jayne and Annie thank all who helped or contributed, and 
also the Hinxworth Sunday School and Reading Room Fund for their 
kind grant.

Christmas party joy

a queue of traffic. This includes making or receiving calls, pictures, and 
text messaging or accessing the Internet. You must pull over to a safe 
location and park before using such a phone. Use a hand-held mobile 
phone when driving and you risk a fine.

phone calls lead to crashes
Even if you are a careful driver, it is easy to be distracted by a phone 
call or text message – and that split second lapse in concentration could 
result in a crash. It is risky even to use a hands-free phone. It will still 
take your mind off your driving, and you risk  being prosecuted for not 
having proper control of your vehicle. You face further penalties if you 
drive carelessly or dangerously while using a mobile.

dire penalties: fines,prison
It is illegal to use a hand-held mobile phone when driving and you may 
be fined £60, and be given 3 penalty points on your licence.   This can 
be increased to a maximum of £1000, £2,500 for drivers of lorries, buses 
and coaches, if the matter goes to court. You can also be prosecuted for 
using a hands-free mobile phone if you fail to have proper control of 
your vehicle. Drive carelessly or dangerously when using any phone and 
the penalties can include disqualification, a large fine, and up to two 
years imprisonment. 

employers at risk too
If you are an employer, you may also be prosecuted if you require your 
employees to use a hand-held mobile phone when driving.  It is an offence 
to cause or permit the use of a hand-held mobile phone when driving. It 
is also an offence to cause or permit a driver not to have proper control of 
a vehicle.The only exception to the rule is when you need to call 999.

unsung heroes


