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Annual Newnham Lunch
Th e Annual Newnham Parish Lunch Party, in aid of St Vincent’s 

Church, is to be held in the garden of  Newnham Hall at 1 pm on Sunday 
July 5th. All are welcome. Delicious lunch, stalls, raffl  e and swimming. 
Tickets £10, £3 for under 12s, available from Sue Bain, phone 01462 
742284 or Audrey Whalley on 01462 742517.

Sound the Trumpet, Beat the Drum!
A concert for a summer evening 7.30 pm Saturday 4 July in St Mary’s 

Church, Ashwell, featuring John Rutter’s Gloria and Psalm 150, Purcell’s 
Music for the Funeral of Queen Mary, Copland’s Fanfare for the Common 
Man, and Tavener’s Hymn for the Sovereign. Tickets £12, £10 concessions, 
£5 under 16. from Ashwell Post Offi  ce or phone 01462 742832.

 Music for a Summer‛s Evening

Sunday 5 July – 7 pm - 9.30 pm
Th e choir of Trinity College, Cambridge, will be performing their 

programme from Singing on the River 2009
at the Old Vicarage, Grantchester, courtesy of Lord and Lady Archer 

Tickets £15. Proceeds in aid of Addenbrookes Abroad.
For more information and to buy your tickets on line visit
www.act4addenbrookes.org.uk/musicforasummersevening

or telephone 01223 217757 e-mail act@addenbrookes.nhs.uk

In May this year, 29 appointments made at our local 
surgery were not attended. Th is amounts to almost two and 
a half whole  GP sessions.

 Th e surgery asks that if you cannot attend, please give 
them as much notice as possible so that they may allocate 
your appointment to someone who needs and will keep it.

If you are well enough to miss your appointment, you are 
well enough to lift the phone, ring the surgery in good time 
and cancel the appointment.

Appointments are always in high demand and to continue 
to give a good service, the surgery needs our assistance in 
this matter.

It’s not just good sense, it’s a matter of courtesy too!

Come and join us for the “Big Lunch” at Saint Nicholas Church on 
Sunday July 19th from 12.30 pm. It’s an idea from the Eden Project to 
bring friends and neighbours together to share home-grown or locally 
sourced food. It’s a bring and share lunch - no ticket to buy or places to 
book. Just bring something to share from your garden, kitchen or local 
producer. We will have barbecue facilities available so you can cook your 
own sausages or burgers etc.

Please bring your own crockery, cutlery and glasses and something 
to sit on. Coff ee and tea and maybe home-made wine will be available. 
We look forward to seeing lots of friends, old and new.

Wasted Appointments

The Big Lunch

On the 31st May Charlotte Smyth from Edworth 
took part in the Edinburgh marathon fi nishing in a 
time of 5hrs 6mins and raising £1060 for Sue Ryder 
Care at St John’s Hospice, Moggerhanger. Charlotte 
said “It was an extremely hot day for running and 
it felt fantastic crossing the fi nishing line knowing 
that all the months of training had paid off . I’m really 
pleased that I’ve been able to raise so much money 
to help St John’s Hospice carry on their excellent 
work and I’m very grateful to all my sponsors and 
supporters who cheered me on. Th ank you!”

Marathon Charlotte raises £1060

Enjoy a free barbecue at 3 Horseshoes
To celebrate her fi rst 6 months in Hinxworth’s pub, Margaret invites 

you to a free barbecue on Sunday July 12th from 4 pm. She would also 
like to remind readers of the 2 course lunch for £5 on Wednesdays



Hinxworth  Parish Council

Simon and Jenny wed

Parish priest Simon Chambers 
and Jenny Dalton were married in 
Saint Mary’s Church, Ashwell on 
Saturday June 20th. The church 
was full with nearly 400 well wish-
ers. Simon and Jenny announced 
their engagement in May last year. 
Jenny used to play tenor horn in 
the Poole Borough Band, who 
were on hand to accompany the 
service in Saint Mary’s and play 
to guests in the Rectory garden 
after the service. The couple are 
believed to be honeymooning in 
Crete. We wish them every joy 
and happiness.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI  
Mrs Peggy Simmons was our speaker in June. She told us about 

becoming a contestant on The Weakest Link, the game show with Anne 
Robinson. Mrs Simmons first thought of entering when she read that 
the BBC were asking for disabled people to apply as  contestants. Peggy 
had lost a leg at the age of 20  during WW2 while being in the WRAC 
as a staff  car driver So she applied, received an application form which 
seemed very extensive and wanted to know all about her past jobs, which 
included  RSPCA coordinator, Marriage Guidance counsellor, and  
“Agony Aunt” to name but a few. She received a date to go to Cambridge 
for an audition, where she sat around a table with nine other contestants 
while one of the  “Link” team threw questions at her including rather 
rude ones like the ones that Anne Robinson might ask.

£10 towards cost of dinner
After this she went home with no  high hopes of being selected  but a 
while later she got the letter asking her to be a contestant and to be at 
Elstree Studios on a certain date. She would be put up in a hotel the 
night before and £10 given to her towards her dinner. Peggy  duly arrived 
at the studios where during the space of just one day three programmes 
are filmed.

She didn’t get to meet Anne Robinson as the ‘star’ of the show just 
walked on, asked the questions and then walked off with no social in-
teraction at all.  Mrs Simmons lasted until the final four when she was 
voted off, so she didn’t disgrace herself.

strawberries with Princess Helena
Our next meeting  is on Thursday July 9th - the Garden Picnic at Princess 
Helena College at Preston. All members and partners welcome as long 
as we have a list of names beforehand to comply with health and safety 
regulations. Don’t forget to bring your picnic and liquid refreshment, 
a garden chair and a dessert spoon for, I hope, strawberries and cream.  
Meet at The Three Horseshoes at 6.45pm.
Carol Cheney

“Thank you, Village Voice!”

I have had a very exciting time since being made redundant two years 
ago and starting up my own bookkeeping service. Thanks to Village Voice, 
I obtained my very first client, and what an exciting one it is. Snail Trail 
Ltd, based in Edworth, hires out retro VW campers to holidaymakers 
and for advertising campaigns. The company is run by Steven & Lucy 
Lord. Their girls have helped choose all the campers’ names & colours - 
Betty, Pru, Elsie, Pearl, Flo, Dot, Gracie, Matilda, Daphne, Nell & Ruby. 
They make a fantastic colourful 
sight in the field as you head into 
or out of Hinxworth on a Friday 
lunchtime as they are all getting 
ready for their next outing.  You 
may also have seen some of them 
on television.  Daphne has recently 
been on The Price of Property on 
BBC2, Gracie was used in a Mc-
Donalds advert, Flo was in OK magazine, Nell has been in Hollyoaks. 
In fact, they all have a very celebrity lifestyle. 

lifting the paperwork burden
I look after all SnailTrails paperwork so Steve & Lucy can concentrate 
on looking after the business. I do all their invoicing for them, reconcile 
the bank statements and liaise with the accountants. In fact, I don’t think 
Steve has ever been so organised!

If you are interested in hiring out a camper, contact Steve on 01767 
600440 or visit their fantastic website at www.snailtrail.co.uk  Also, I 
am currently looking for another small company/sole trader who needs a 
hand with the paperwork so if I can help in any way my phone number 
is 01462 743979.
Adrienne Gumm

 The Parish Council met on Wednesday 3rd June. Present were Simon 
Marlow, Yvonne Tookey, Les Whitfield, Mark Jarman and the clerk, 
Wendy Kitchener. Paul Watler sent his apologies. Full minutes are pub-
lished on the village website at www.hinxworth.com after the meeting, 
but here is a précis of topical matters that were discussed.

 over £3,000 for hall fire safety
Of great concern was the report about the fire safety of the Village Hall. 
There will have to be immediate work done to make the Hall comply 
with the new regulations. This will cost in excess of £3,000. It was de-
cided that the Chairman should write to District Councillor Andrew 
Young to see if grants are available to help cover these costs which have 
not been budgeted.  

It is hoped that the village hall car park can be surfaced with planings, 
after weed-killing the vegetation that is re-growing around the edges.

lavender gift for War Memorial
Albert Stanton and his daughter Heather have kindly donated laven-

der plants for the flower beds at the War Memorial. Simon Marlow has 
planted them and the Councillors expressed their thanks to Albert and 
Heather for their generosity.  

The next meeting will be held on Thursday July 2nd at 8pm in the 
Village Hall
Simon Marlow

cake cutting photo by Viv Hughes

http://www.snailtrail.co.uk
http://www.hinxworth.com/


Dates for your diary 
July 2nd Parish Council meeting, Hinxworth Village Hall 8 pm
July 4th Concert,  St Mary’s Ashwell 7.30 pm, details on page 1
July 5th Newnham Parish Lunch -  details on page 1
July 5th Music for a Summer’s Evening, Grantchester - see page 1
July 11th Celebration barbecue, The Three Horseshoes from 4 pm
July 19th The Big Lunch at St Nicholas Church 12.30 pm, see page 1
July 20th Copy Date for August Village Voice
July 26th Julie and Verity Benham race for life, Bedford - see page 4
July 24th Village Walk, meet 3 Horseshoes 10.30 am
October 4th St Nicholas Harvest Festival, Family service and Lunch

From Camping to Glamping  
1. Whenever you go Camping take a Candelabra with you. whether 

you lay out a spread picnic style, sit down at plastic furniture or eat on 
your lap. A candelabra adds a little bit of decadence and excitement.

2. Find the nearest farm shop to your campsite. That way you will 
eat local food and they also have a wealth of knowledge, like where the 
best pubs are in the area. 

3. If you are taking little ones with you invest in ‘Finding Fairies, se-
crets for attracting little people’ by Michelle Roehm, Marianne Monson-
Burton, and David Hohn. Then spend a night with your heads outside 
the tents, using all the tips and hints from the book. Get them to draw 
some fairies to hang on the washing line to encourage fairy folk to your 
site. Believe it or not adults enjoy fairy spotting too.

4. Organize a treasure / scavenger hunt. Give all your friends and fam-
ily a list of items they need to find throughout the day. Then in the evening 
have a powwow and award points per item. http://4hwildlifestewards.
org/pdfs/treasure.pdf is a really good web site to give you ideas for chil-
dren’s scavenger hunts, with lots of activity ideas. It is aimed at teachers 
so it has a lot of educational ideas to help children learn. If it is an adult 
trip give the scavenger hunt a sexy twist with a separate list for couples 
to find together e.g. feather for tickling, piece of string for....?

5. Take a really good raincoat, something with colour so that even if 
it is a miserable day you still feel as bright as a button, or better still  take 
a dressing up box. Give the children one hour to put together some 
costumes and make a play to perform for you. This allows time out for 
adults to chill with a glass of wine and everyone will feel better making 
fools of themselves. 

 Saturday Village Walks
 If anyone is interested in doing some Saturday village walks over the 

summer on 18th July, 1st August or  September 5th, I would love to hear 
from you. Please email Lesa@dizzyblondtart.fsnet.co.uk
Lesa Welch

Newspaper Deliveries End

July 4th will mark the end of an era, the end of daily newspaper 
deliveries in Hinxworth. For the last nine years Simon Marlow has 
delivered newspapers six days a week, helped out by Carolyn Devaney 
when he has been away from the village. Carolyn delivered the papers 
for some 28 years.

good exercise and fun
“Delivering papers is really fun,” said Simon. “I ‘d left my job in London, 
returning to life as a pianist where the work is irregular, so a regular 
supplementary income was welcome. A half hour cycle ride round the 
village is good exercise so I don’t need to go to a gym.  Newspapers will be 
available from the Three Horseshoes so I shall have to cycle down to the 
pub to collect mine. I am getting 
busier with my music, being away 
a lot more, so the time is right. 
The best thing about delivering 
the papers has been keeping in 
touch with every part of the village 
every day.”

The papers arrive between 6 
and 7 am. Simon sorts them, puts 
them in order and then sets off on 
his trusty bicycle.  For the record, 
the current breakdown of paper 
choices is:16 Daily Telegraphs, 13 
Daily Mails, 11 Times, 2 Guard-
ians, 2 Daily Express, 2 Suns and 
1 Daily Mirror.

Patrick Forbes

Margaret at The Three Horseshoes plans to make papers available seven 
days a week. Meanwhile, thank you for the papers, Simon!

30 safe on two wheels

30 children from Ashwell School have taken and passed their cycling 
proficiency tests, both on-road and off-road, after training sessions with 
teachers and police community support officer Tracy Kennedy. The chil-
dren worked hard at learning road sense, observation and clear signalling. 
Congratulations to all concerned, especially Alexander Hepburn and 
James Stean from Hinxworth.

Thirty years - still smiling

Congratulations to Bob and Sylvia Scales who celebrated their 30th wed-
ding anniversary on June 16th. They were married at St Peter’s Church 
Gustard Wood. Mr and Mrs Editor were also married on June 16th.

waiting till the road is clear

http://strats05/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://4hwildlifestewards.org/pdfs/treasure.pdf
http://strats05/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://4hwildlifestewards.org/pdfs/treasure.pdf
mailto:Lesa@dizzyblondtart.fsnet.co.uk


Church Services - JulyOn the beat

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 5th 10.15 am  Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth  
Sunday 12th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 19th 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 26th 9.15 am Parish  Eucharist, St Nicholas Hinxworth
            9 .30 am  Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Village Walk
Join us for a country walk on Friday 
July 24th. Meet at The Three Horse-
shoes, Hinxworth at 10.30 am. 

No July soup lunch
Unusually, there will be no soup 
lunch in Hinxworth. Don’t fret, 
soup lunches WILL return.

 Police Surgery
June’s  Police Surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall 
in Ashwell High Street from 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday July 3rd.

Need help with the paperwork?
Adrienne Gumm

Book-keeping Service
Specialising in sole traders 

& small businesses
For a friendly personal service call:

01462 743979 
or e-mail:

adrienne.gumm@tiscali.co.uk

with PC 431 Paul Marina

 MOVE IT: If the tank is located away from the house, move 
it closer where you can keep a better eye on it.
 SCREEN IT: If the tank can be seen from the road, then screen 

it with fencing or hedging. 
 CAGE IT: Consider building a metal cage around it with a 

secure entrance gate. 
 CONCEAL PIPE WORK: Reduce the locations where it can 

be attacked. Conceal external pipe work. 
 CUT THE POWER SUPPLY: Ensure that any electrical con-

trol boxes or switches are in a secure environment. (Your house?) 
 BLOCK VEHICLE ACCESS: Keep vehicles as far away from 

your tank as possible, Use locked gates, parking posts or hooped barriers. 
Install a driveway alert monitor
 INVEST IN GOOD LIGHTING: Fit movement activated 

lighting and consider the type that activates a buzzer in the house when 
it switches on. Adjust the sensitivity to prevent false alarms. 
 CHECK YOUR HOME INSURANCE: Ensure that your 

home insurance covers you for the loss/theft of your heating oil.

Rural Horse Watch
Please be aware that during the last few weeks Police in Bedfordshire 

have received a number of reports of stray horses and ponies.
There is no evidence to suggest that these horses have been let out in-

tentionally, but have simply escaped through insecure gates and fences.

please help the police...
As many horses are being turned out, we would ask land owners to 

take the time to check that the fields are secure and that gates are closed 
at all times. Returning a lost horse to the owner can be costly and takes 
up valuable Police time.

...and remain vigilant
Please remain vigilant and report any suspicious visitors or vehicles 

immediately on the Police non emergency number 0845 3300222

Heating Oil Security
Nicking oil oil is a steal for thieves

     After losing the first match in 
May, Hertfordshire County League 
Champions Hinxworth came back 
defiantly in their June home match 
on the recreation field against 
Stortford to win with a massive score 
of 3,003 points against Stortford’s 
score of 1,259 points. 

highest score
 Although Stortford only managed 
to field a 3 man team, Hinxworth’s 
score is the highest 5 man team 
score recorded in the county in 
recent years and possibly an all 
time County record. We will have 
to check that one out!

come and cheer
Our next home match will be in 
August against Beacon Archers. 
Spectators and supporters always 
welcome. It’s on Sunday 16th August 
2.00pm until 4.30 – 5.30 ish

Archers triumph

Missing a Marquee?
Don’t despair - help is at hand. 
We under s tand that   Fi r s t 
Choice Marquees, represented by 
Newnham’s Chris Wainwright - 
Lee will have the answer. Contact 
him on 01462 742937 or 0800 
0283989. There is a website at 
www.firstchoicemarquees.co.uk

more news soon
Village Voice hopes to feature this 
company more extensively in the 
near future. A good sign, they were 
too busy when we contacted them 
earlier in June.

 Race for Life
 It’s not too late to sponsor 

Julie and Verity Benham who are 
running 5km for Race For Life in 
Bedford on 26th July.  They are 
running to raise money for Cancer 
Research UK and to support Hay-
ley who was diagnosed with Lym-
phoma earlier this year and is cur-
rently undergoing chemotherapy 
treatment.  You can sponsor online 
at  http://www.raceforlifespon-
sorme.org/juliebenham or drop a 
donation into The Knole, New Inn 
Road, Hinxworth. Thanks.

Adieu, Theresa

Dylan Mills tells us that readers 
who knew Theresa might like to 
follow up this web address: http://
dylanmills.co.uk/Terri.htm

Rec wrecked

Hinxworth is blessed with a 
beautiful recreation ground. If the 
litter bin is full, why not take your 
rubbish home with you?  And who 
does empty the bins?

£189 coffee morning 
Thanks to all who helped or-

ganize the Coffee Morning on May 
28th in Maria Valsecci’s beautiful-
garden in Newnham. Thanks too 
to all who supported the event in 
aid of Village Hall and St Vincent’s 
Church funds, who bought raffle 
tickets, and relaxed in the sun.

save the amplifier
Good home wanted for one 

Ariston stereo amplifier, 30 watts 
per channel. Good condition. 
Please help the Editor to declut-
ter the editorial sty. This amplifier 
will probably live on for years, has 
given no trouble and does not de-
serve to be turned into a toaster.


