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Please send all copy and pictures for July Village Voice to Patrick 
Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  
fool1@tiscali.co.uk by June 20th. Village Voice is published by 
Forbes Services Ltd, phone 01462 742015. You can read us on 
the web at hinxworth.com

Village Voice

Village Summer Outing
Friday 28th August 8 am to 6pm to the Sir John Soane’s Museum and 
Kenwood House, London. Price approx £20 per head. Places limited 
again so book early. Contact Sylvia Scales  01462 742505

Who‛s for Tennis? Everyone!
We are very fortunate to have a good tennis court in Hinxworth but 

sadly it is rarely used.  Th e Parish Council wants to change that and has 
decided to waive the membership costs this year. In other words: if you 
live in the village you can now play for free!

come and play on thursdays
And what is more, during June, on Th ursday nights between 6 and 8 pm 
there will be Village Tennis. Th is is a new initiative to get you started. 
Please support it. Doubles and drills will be arranged so dust down your 
racquet, put on your tennis shoes, and come down to play, whatever 
your standard. 

easy court bookings
A new notice board has been put up on the Car Park end of the Village 
Hall so that you can book the court at other times for your own games.
Remember the fi rst Village Tennis session is on Th ursday 4th June at 6 
pm and Wimbledon starts on 22nd June. See you on the court. 
Annie Hull

Th e Governors on the appointments panel have decided to appoint 
Miss Emelie Allworth as the new Deputy Head, to fi ll the vacancy left by 
Kate Oxley’s promotion.  I entirely endorse this decision, which I think 
will be in the best interests of the school.  Th ere was a very strong fi eld 
and the Governors chose very carefully.

advanced skills teacher in Corby
Emelie is 31.  She comes from Letchworth originally, but having studied 
at the University of Northampton for her degree, has been teaching in 
that area since then.  At present she is an Advanced Skills Teacher, based 
primarily at Woodnewton Primary School, Corby with 700 on roll, 
where she is Year 4 team leader.  She also works in a number of other 
local schools in Kettering, Corby and Northampton, where she helps to 
raise standards in diffi  cult circumstances.

good news for school  
Emelie is keen to move back to this area and I’m sure will make a re-
ally signifi cant contribution to the life and work of the school.  Kate is 
looking forward to working with her in what shows every sign of being 
a most successful partnership. 
Cliff Jenkinson 

Emelie is new Deputy Head

June 4th-County Council 
and European Vote

Th ursday June 4th is election time for the County Council and the 
European Parliament.  All the 77 seats for the Hertfordshire County-
Council are being contested. In this area the seat available is to represent 
the North Herts Rural area. In the European Parliamentary election there 
are seven seats available representing Eastern England. Th is European 
election takes on more signifi cance considering that so much of the leg-
islation coming out of Europe these days aff ects not only our national 
life but also the way our Local Councils operate. Th e setting of the level 
of land fi ll tax and recycling targets are typical examples of how local 
government is aff ected.

who will be our county councillor?
Four candidates are standing for the County Council: current councillor 
Tony Hunter,  Conservative; Ken Garland, Labour; Ian Simpson, Liberal 
Democrat, who held the seat until 2005;  Felix Power, Green Party.

just one vote for Europe
Th e European election is run using proportional representation. You have 
one vote to elect all of the MEPs for the region. Each party puts forward 
a list of candidates, known as a regional list, and you vote for one of these 
lists or for an individual candidate if standing as an independent. Th e 
number of MEPs that are elected from each party to represent a region 
depends on the overall share of votes that each party receives.

fi nd them all on the internet
Th e three main UK parliamentary parties are fi elding a list of candidates, 
as are the Green Party, United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP), 
British National Party (BNP) and a further eight groups. Th ere is also 
one independent candidate. A full list of parties and candidates can be 
found on a number of web sites on the Internet.

your vote, your responsibility
You can register your vote in these two elections between 7 am and 

10 pm on Th ursday June 4th in Hinxworth Village Hall.
Ed Thorn

Annual Newnham Lunch
Th e Annual Newnham Parish Lunch Party, in aid of St Vincent’s 

Church, is to be held in the garden of  Newnham Hall at 1 pm on Sunday 
July 5th. All are welcome. Delicious lunch, stalls, raffl  e and swimming. 
Tickets £10, £3 for under 12s, available from Sue Bain, phone 01462 
742284 or Audrey Whalley on 01462 742517.

Congratulations to those read-
ers who spotted the April Fool 
spoof in April’s Village Voice.  And 
apologies to any reader who really 
thought there was any intention 
to remove the trees from around 
Hinxworth recreation ground.

Were you fooled? Sorry, Edworth
Apologies for the error in May’s 

edition which stated that there 
would be a church service there on 
May  24th. One theory is that the 
Editor sorely needed a holiday and 
wasn’t concentrating on what he 
was doing. Bang to rights, guv!



Major Restoration at Caldecote                                           

Caldecote Church Friends are delighted to announce that, 15 months 
after their foundation, a programme of major fabric refurbishment has 
now commenced.

restoration proposals accepted
The interest aroused locally by the CCF during 2008 has encouraged 
the Friends of Friendless Churches, who own the Caldecote church, to 
commission a specialist architect, Mr. Bruce Deacon, to conduct a thorough 

Hinxworth  Parish Council
The Parish Council met on Thursday 7th May. Present were Simon 

Marlow, who was re-elected chairman for the coming year, Yvonne 
Tookey, Les Whitfield and the clerk, Wendy Kitchener. Paul Watler and 
Mark Jarman sent their apologies. The full minutes are published on the 
village website at www.hinxworth.com the month following the meeting, 
but here is a précis of topical matters that were discussed.

wind farm approved
The planning application for a 16 Turbine Wind Farm at Toplars Hill 
along to Biggleswade South Roundabout was discussed and the Council 
voted to make no objection to this application.

allotment move
The Council had received a letter from the Hinxworth Allotment Group 
to ask the District Council for land for allotments. The Council agreed 
that a formal letter of request should be written to the District Council 
for this. The children’s play area of Hinxworth Recreation Groundis now 
being equipped with brand new equipment.

High Street repairs
The Council noted that the Ashwell road had been surface dressed, but 
that there are still outstanding repairs needed to the High Street.

Tennis Court.  The use of the tennis court has declined in recent years. 
So the Council decided to waive subscriptions for this year to generate 
enthusiasm for tennis and encourage more people to use the facility. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Wednesday June 
3rd at 8pm in the Village Hall 
Simon Marlow

external and internal survey and to 
recommend restoration works to be 
carried out.   His recommendations 
have been approved, and the local 
firm, R.J. Pinnock & Sons Ltd. of 
Wallington, has been selected to 
carry out the repairs.  In addition 
to this, Cambridge Reed Organs 
are restoring the two harmoniums, 
which have fallen into a bad state.  All 
this work has now commenced.

work to cost £50,000
The Friends of Friendless Churches will be bearing the £50,000 cost 
of all these works which should be completed by mid-summer.  Cal-
decote Church Friends will continue their active fund-raising to pay 
for smaller items to complete the restoration, and to purchase new 
overflow chairs.

no fuschia festival
Because of the repair works, the hugely popular Fuchsia Festival will not 
take place this year, and visits to the church are not advised until after the 
works are completed.  Donations however are more than ever welcome!   
All enquiries to me on 01462 742440.
Peter Robbins

Regular readers of Village Voice will have noticed the emergence of 
HAG, Hinxworth Allotment Group. Although not lacking in enthu-
siasm, the first obstacle faced by the group was the lack of something 
equally essential to their purpose: land. It is hoped that this will soon 
be resolved. However, the search for land has set members of HAG 
thinking how different, and very probably easier, things might have been 

Land Enclosure and Allotments 
- a historical perspective

back in the 18th Century, prior to the 
implementation of the enclosure acts 
in this parish, or indeed if those acts 
had never been passed.

Mention of enclosure acts will 
have many villagers in cold sweats recalling school history lessons they 
would rather forget. However, the problems of HAG bring to life some 
of the acts’ effects.

aim was to increase crop yields
In essence, enclosure was a process whereby areas of land used for farm-
ing were physically separated from one another and common land given 
over to private ownership, predominantly in the name of efficiency and 
in the hope of increasing crop yields. This was especially the aim in the 
Midlands and East Anglia. Although the process of enclosure had been 
taking effect gradually since the middle ages, a large number of acts of 
parliament were passed between  around 1760 and 1820 that accelerated 
and formalised the process. 

The act that led to the enclosure of land in the parish of Hinxworth 
was passed in 1802, during the reign of George III. Its full title was “An 
Act of Dividing Allotting and Enclosing the Open and Common Fields 
Common Pastures Waters and Other Commonable Lands.”  Under this 
act, commissioners were appointed, a Thomas Thorpe of Great Barford 
and a Thomas Doo of Bygrave, who both undertook a survey of the 
parish of Hinxworth to identify land that the act specified as needing 
to be enclosed, allotted or divided, and who also decided to whom it 
should be given. 

common land given away free
Messrs Thorpe and Doo measured the parish to cover an area of just 
over 1,448 acres, of which 1,143 acres were affected by the 1802 Act. 
They then set out clearly the boundaries of existing plots, often for the 
first time and distributed land to various private individuals. While they 
reserved for the parish a small plot of land to provide it with gravel for 
the maintenance of its roads, they also formalised the enclosure, and 
privatisation, of a large amount of common land within the parish. It is 
thought that around half of the 1,143 acres identified by the commis-
sioners as effected by the 1802 act were common land. Moreover, the 
lucky recipients of the common land did not even have to pay for it. It 
is generally thought that those acts of parliament passed after the 1790’s 
related to areas where enclosure was especially complex or contentious. 
Perhaps Hinxworth, enclosed after 1802, was one of those cases where 
the giving away of such a swathe of common land bred contention. 

damaging change for rural poor
Prior to enclosure, ‘commoners’ enjoyed a wide range of rights on com-
mon land, such as cutting turf for fuel, fishing in ponds and pasturing 
animals; some even lived on the common land. However, with the 
implementation of enclosure in Hinxworth both the common land and 
these rights were lost. Although there has been much revisionist history 
extolling the benefits of enclosure, it is still largely accepted that it was a 
damaging change for the rural poor. This is still to be lamented, especially 
given the corresponding boon enclosure was to the wealthier classes. 
Certainly the original ‘victims’ of enclosure deserve more sympathy than 
HAG’s recent travails. However, perhaps rather selfishly, their twenty-
first century search for available land has left some members of HAG 
thinking wistfully of how easy it might have been to get started had the 
act of 1802 not been passed and Hinxworth’s vast acres of common land 
been  left for the general good. 
Miles Harris

Pink 6 to 7 year old girl‛s Nike top found
This item of clothing was found on Hinxworth Recreation Ground on 

May 26th. To recover this vital article from a child’s wardrobe phone 01462 
743311 without delay.

http://www.hinxworth.com


Dates for your diary 
June 3rd Hinxworth Parish Council meeting Village Hall 8 pm
June 4th County Councillor & MEP election, Village Hall 7am-10pm
June 4th, 11th,18th & 25th Tennis at Hinxworth 6 pm, see page 1
June 12th-14th Watercolour Exhibition, St Mary’s Church, Ashwell
June 20th copy date for July’s Village Voice
July 4th Concert,  St Mary’s Ashwell 7.30 pm, details on page 4
July 5th Newnham Parish Lunch -  details on page 1
August 28th Village Summer Outing, see page 1 for details
October 4th St Nicholas Harvest Festival, Family service and Lunch

I am a teacher at Stratton Upper 
school in Biggleswade, Bedforshire. 
The school I work at has a farm, one 
of the very few schools in the county 
that has one. It is a real treat for the 
students and an asset to the school. 
Because of this the school can run an 
abundance of courses tailor made to 
the more rural student:  GCSE agri-
cultural science; National Vocational 
Qualifications in either Horticulture 
or Livestock Production. They also 
have a farm shop that sells the produce 
the students produce, from eggs to  
fresh  and frozen meats and plants . 

Support Stratton School Farm 

fresh food at great prices
The school farm is open to local residents to come, look around and 
purchase produce from the farm during weekends and school lunch 
times. The students help by taking on farm duties and selling in the 
farm shop. The quality of the food is fantastic and you can rest assured 
that the animals have a good life.  The pigs 
are raised in the orchards. The meat is at a 
very reasonable price and the eggs are actually 
cheaper than most local supermarkets. They 
even pay the students per turkey they pluck 
at Christmas. All the profits go back into 
the farm to benefit students for the future. 
They are working towards raising money for 
a new barn and facilities for the students to 
change into the farm uniform. The future 
of the school farm really depends on getting 
more local people to visit and purchase from 
the shop. The students get great satisfaction 
from having visitors and knowing all their 
hard work is appreciated. 

we could lose the farm
Please visit the school website www.stratton.beds.sch.uk for more infor-
mation They really need the support. It looks like we could lose the farm 
without public support
Lesa Welch, Edworth 

Stratton Upper School
Eagle Farm Road
Biggleswade SG18 8JB

01767 220000
Art & Design 

GCSE AS A Level
Exhibition

June 19th—26th
9.00am - 5.00 pm

Private View
June 18th 5.00- 7.00 pm

Hinxworth and Edworth WI 
The  last three months for the WI have been confusing. In February 

we had to postpone our birthday party  on the 12th due to snow and icy 
roads. This then took place on the 26th. In March we felt that we could 
get back to normal and our meeting took place on the 12th. We thought 
winter’s over – no more interruptions.  Then the village hall management 
committee  decided that the village hall floor was to be refurbished and it 
would be done the week before and the week after Easter.  Our meeting 
due to take place on the 9th April was postponed until  30th.  The village 
hall floor looks wonderful and repaid the delay. Members’ Night, when 
the members take the meeting as a thank you to the committee, took 
the form of a lesson in how to draw a portrait in pastels by Sheila Ashley 
who is one of the visiting tutors to the Art Society. It was most interest-
ing. By the end of the evening she had drawn a very good likeness of me 
which I was given and have had  professionally framed and it is hanging 
in our sitting room. The evening continued with a gift of necklaces for 
the committee and excellent supper which we all  enjoyed, Thank you 
to all the members for a very good evening.

Edworth loaf takes biscuit
On the 22nd April we hosted a WI Group meeting. The speaker was the 
Reverend  Richard Winslade who spoke on “From Chef to Clergy”. 
He was an extremely good speaker and spoke for over a hour on his 
life from training to be a chef on leaving school to  later taking holy 
orders. He was very amusing and several times caused much laughter. 
We also held a competition and   this time it was to make a home baked 
loaf in any medium.  Hinxworth and Edworth won with an excellent 
loaf made by Wendy Kitchener, one of the ingredients being mustard,  
topped with cheese and sun dried  tomatoes. Our members all tried a 
small slice with butter and very good it was too. Wendy only had half a 
loaf to take home to husband Ray.  You know what they say, half a loaf 
is better than none at all!

bees get vote
The May meeting of the WI took place on 14th. It was the meeting where 
the members vote on resolutions chosen by National Federation that 
they feel are important issues to be brought before  the government. This 
year the resolution concerned the plight of the honey bee and urged the 
government to give more finance to go into research to fight the virus 
which is killing off our honey bees. Stuart Greenbank, a bee keeper from 
Ashwell, gave us the history of the life of a honey bee and what is hap-
pening to them when the hives are contaminated with this virus.

The Hinxworth and Edworth WI supported this resolution which will 
be  voted on at our AGM at the Albert Hall, London this month.

We meet on Thursday June 11th at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall: “A 
Contestant’s Story - The Weakest Link” with Mrs Peggy Simmonds. 
Carol Cheney

Welcome, George
George Baden Mills, born 

May 17th at the Lister Hospital, 
weighed 10 lbs 7.5 oz to Steve 
and Karyn Mills of  High Street 
House, Hinxworth, brother to 3 
year old Thomas. A good month 
for the family as Steve qualified on 
May 8th as a London firefighter, 
based at Paddington Fire Sta-
tion. Congratulations, Steve and 
Karyn, and welcome, George.

Filly ‘Liberty‛ born

Kate Webber helped to deliver this 
filly at 3.40 am at Thorns Farm on 
May 1st. Photo: Charles Webber

Welcome, Kitty

Kitty Tidmarsh was born 
at Forge Cottage, High Street, 
Hinxworth on May 13th at 3.05 
pm while the kitchen was being 
re-plastered. Kitty weighed 6 lbs 9 
ozs and is a sister for Jonah, 2, and 
Elizabeth 4. Dawn and Andrew 
thank their friends and neighbours 
for all their cards, gifts and kind-
ness at this time.



Church Services - JuneOn the beat

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 7th 10.15 am  Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth  
Sunday 14th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 21st 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 28th 9.15 am Parish  Eucharist, St Nicholas Hinxworth
            9 .30 am  Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Village Walk
Join us for a country walk on Friday 
June 19th. Meet at The Three Horse-
shoes, Hinxworth at 10.30 am. 

Soup Lunch
June’s soup lunch will be on Friday 
June 5th  at Hinxworth Village 
Hall 12.30 to 2 pm All welcome.

 Police Surgery
June’s  Police Surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall in 
Ashwell High Street from 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday June 5th.

The Friends of Caldecote Church are desperately seeking a candle 
snuffer. Their church has no electricity, and the church is lit by candelabra 

Need help with the paperwork?
Adrienne Gumm

Book-keeping Service
Specialising in sole traders 

& small businesses
For a friendly personal service call:

01462 743979 
or e-mail:

adrienne.gumm@tiscali.co.uk

some 12 feet off the ground. To light the candles means 
climbing a ladder, with another trip up the ladder to put 
them out. The ‘wobbly’ type of snuffer is no use. They 
need an old fashioned snuffer, fixed firm, with a tube in 
which to insert a wax taper. It appears that these are no 
longer made so the hunt is on for a suitable snuffer as 
a gift or in return for a modest sum of money. Surely 
one of the Voice’s readers can help! Contact Peter Rob-
bins, 4 Meadow Cottages, Caldecote, Baldock SG7 5LE 
Tel:  01462 742440 

Candle snuffer sought

St Mary’s Church Ashwell will 
be hosting an exhibition of water-
colour paintings by the late Patrick 
Bright, former Rector of Ashwell, 
on Saturday 13th June 10.00 
– 4.00pm and Sunday 14th Noon 
– 4.00pm. There will be various 
activities, including a Harp Work-
shop on Saturday and the Church 
Tower will be open on both days 
from 2.00 – 4.00pm. Refresh-
ments available. The Collection 
will be for the Church Restoration 
Fund and the Diapalante Wheel-
chairs for Mauritania Appeal.

...and music
In the evening on Saturday 

13th, there will be a Concert 
by Danielle Perrett (Harp) and 
the Landon Chamber Ensemble 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £10 (under 
16’s free) available from Ashwell 
Post Office or Catherine Dunlop 
01462 742240.

Ashwell Art... 

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Farm Crime and Hare 
Coursing

We have recently had  a number of incidents where farmers have been 
reporting that they have found evidence that vehicles have been driv-
ing over their crops at night time. If you see odd looking 4X4 vehicles 
about at night time please report them to us. One of the vehicles that is 
responsible is a dark coloured ‘L’ registration Land Rover Discovery. 

Can all farmers please report immediately when they find evidence 
of such incidents.  Please use 0845 33 00 222 for suspicious incidents 
or 999 if you see people committing an offence.

The Hare Coursing battle still continues. A few weeks ago I found a 
vehicle driving on a Road near Sandon which contained a few odd looking 
characters and a couple of Lurchers. Neither was local. On examination I 
found a number of faults on the vehicle for which I reported the driver. If 
the offences are taken to Court he will receive at least six penalty points 
on his licence plus a fine. I told the driver I will take out the summonses 
for the outlined offences and if he or any of his friends returns the matter 
will result in a Court appearance for him. 

A man from Redbourn pleaded guilty at Stevenage Magistrates Court 
to two offences relating to an incident of hare coursing in what is believed 
to be the first conviction of its kind under the Hunting Act in relation 
to hare coursing in the UK.

over £1100 in fines and costs
Jimmy Cash, who is 45 years old and is from Lybury Lane in Redbourn 

was convicted of an offence contrary to the New Hunting Act 2004 and 
another contrary to poaching in connection with an incident which oc-
curred at around 8am on October 21, 2008, on Sandon Road in Therfield. 
He was fined £350 for each offence, £400 cost and £15 compensation. 
Giving evidence, I said, “I saw Jimmy Cash walk to an area of farm 
land and then release his dog that coursed but never caught a hare. The 
lurcher then ran to the officer who seized the dog whilst other officers 
arrested Mr Cash.”

police will take action
Hare coursing has a very negative effect on our rural communities 
and it is important we target those responsible. We carry out proactive 
patrols in our rural communities to combat these crimes and positive 
results such as these are hugely important to deter others from commit-
ting similar offences. I hope this sends a clear message to criminals that 
we take hare coursing seriously and will take action against offenders. 

Help the hunt for oil
We hear that the Watler brothers 

are looking for waste or used vegetable 
oil which they can recycle, thus saving 
the drains, the environment and pos-
sibly the planet. If you can help, please 
give them a ring on 01462 742247.

Your local plumber
Steve Huber, of High Street 
House, Hinxworth, is a gas safety 
registered plumber. He works with 
heating, plumbing, bathrooms, no 
job too small. 07759 078896.

Ruby Faith Bassett
That’s the name of the daugh-

ter born to Gemma and Michael 
from the Three Horseshoes pub in 
Hinxworth on May 19th. Ruby 
weighed in at 8 lbs 4 ozs. Unfor-
tunately Village Voice was unable 
to photograph parents and child. 
Nonetheless we welcome Ruby, 
and  offer our congratulations to 
the proud parents.

Pub Golf = £1000+

The 3 Horseshoes Golf day on 
May 15th raised over £1,000 for 
Breast Cancer Research, reports 
Dylan Mills who took the photo. 

Sound the Trumpet, Beat the Drum!
A concert for a summer evening 7.30 pm Saturday 4 July in St Mary’s 

Church, Ashwell, featuring John Rutter’s Gloria and Psalm 150, Purcell’s 
Music for the Funeral of Queen Mary, Copland’s Fanfare for the Common 
Man, and Tavener’s Hymn for the Sovereign. Tickets £12, £10 concessions, 
£5 under 16. from Ashwell Post Office or phone 01462 742832.


