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Village Voice

Why not advertise sales and wants, off ers or requests for work 
in the pages of Village Voice?   It will cost you nothing at all. 
And, who knows, it might even work. Contact the Editor.

Why not advertise for free?

Plans are well under way for 
this year’s “quiz@home09”, the 
celebrated multi-venue quiz, on 
Saturday March 21st.  

best ever?
Th is year promises to be the best 
yet – we have quite a good number 
of homes hosting – but we need 
still more.

It really is such fun. Th e more 
hosts there are, the more exciting 
is the evening -  a terrifi c social get 
together – and, oh yes, our Village 
Hall benefi ts!

call the penguin
If you wish to be a host or just 
want further information please 
contact us, Heather or Michael 
Baim, on 01767 315094 or email 
royal_penguin@hotmail.com. 

Only hours before the Stotfold protesters met with County Councillor 
Tricia Turner, Mid Beds District Council posted on its website that all 
Traveller Sites in Mid Beds are to be put on hold. Having had contact 
with the Stotfold group lobbying against the sites they feel this is not 
the ideal solution. It appears due to the publicity generated locally and 
nationally around Mid Beds District Council’s handling of the situa-
tion, the sites identifi ed will not now go ahead in the short term. Th e 
Stotfold Group still intend to lobby for the plans for the Stotfold site to 
be abandoned altogether.      
Wendy Kitchener

Travellers‛ Site ‘on hold‛

Wind Farm Planning Application

Application has been made to Mid Beds District Council for permission 
to build a wind farm on land adjacent to the water tower on the hill above 
Langford. Th e application made on behalf of Th e Co-operative Group 
is for 16 wind turbines, each of a maximum height of 70 metres from 
the hub of the rotor to the ground. Each rotor will carry three blades of 
approximate diameter 80 metres. Th e wind turbines which will be visible 
for miles around will, when the wind blows, generate approximately 32 
megawatts of electricity.

Cartoon by Chris Madden, www.
chrismadden.co.uk

“Is  there  anyone out there that 
enjoys hand sewing, in which 
case would you like to help our 
small team in Edworth sewing on 
trim  for an urgent export order 
(soft furnishings). Please ring 
01767 317525 and speak to Iris 
or Diana.

Sewing SOS

 Please note that Hinxworth 
Village Hall will be closed from 
Monday April 6th to Sunday April 
19th inclusive. It will re-open for 
business on Monday April 20th.

 Th is is due to the fl oor being com-
pletely renovated and the sinks and 
surrounding areas in the Ladies’ 
and Gentlemen’s toilets being re-
paired and improved. Th anks.
Michael Baim & Ed. Thorn 

Hall Upgrade

improved loos quiz@home09

Everyone is welcome at 
Ashwell Playgroup‛s
Easter Eggstravaganza!

URC Hall, Ashwell 
Saturday 4th April 

10am – 12pm
Easter Egg Hunt,  Duck Race,

Fun, Easter crafts, Spring 
Plants

  Fantastic Easter activities!

Hinxworth Parish Council has been 
asked to comment on the scheme.  Th is 
is a major development to help supply 
renewable energy in a world that is both 
fast running out of cheap fossil fuels and 
that, from a climate change perspective, 
needs urgently to create a low if not zero 
carbon economy and society.  Th e ques-
tion is: Are wind farms the right way to 
achieve this?

The Parish Council will welcome 
any input that people may like to make 
before they come to their decision. Please 
ring 01462 742268 to arrange to see the 
planning application documents - which 
are voluminous.
Simon Marlow



Hinxworth Art Society AGM
24 members turned up for the AGM on 21st January and participated 

in a lively debate. It was agreed to keep the annual membership fee at 
£20 but to increase the Wednesday morning session fees to £2.50 as the 
cost of hall hire and tutors had led to a minor loss for 2008.

Several new tutors have been identified who will demonstrate tech-
niques and run workshops during the spring term. More dates will be 
fixed up during the year. 

To give the Society a clear identity it was suggested that a logo should 
be designed. Work is already under way and the logo will be used in 
articles and for marketing purposes. To attract new members a new in-
troductory leaflet will be produced. There was unanimous agreement to 
the suggestion that Sheila Rosendale would be made a life long honorary 
member of the Society. 

A sub committee was elected to organise the Spring Exhibition in 
the Village Hall on Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th April. Please put these 
dates in your diary.
Annie Hull

Struggling with New Year resolutions?
That may be because although you may consciously want to break 
unwanted habits, it is your unconscious mind that drives the behaviour!    
Consciously you know that you want to make changes and what you 
should do, so it can be confusing when something inside you prevents 
you from succeeding.

This applies not only to quitting smoking and losing weight but many 
of the other habits that can limit our enjoyment of life.  Are you affected 
by fears or phobias (e.g. flying, spiders), have anxiety, panic attacks, de-
pression or low self confidence?  You may be affected by an unresolved 
trauma or bereavement.  

what can you do?
You can do nothing and continue to tolerate the issues affecting you.  
Or you can come and see me.  As a professionally qualified Cognitive 
Hypnotherapist I can help you overcome these, and many more issues 
that affect wellbeing and happiness.  In addition to the above, I now 
offer sports psychology coaching, helping golfers to improve the mental 
aspect of their game.

My practice is in Newnham, where I have a unique area dedicated to 
my hypnotherapy which offers a quiet, private and comfortable environ-
ment.  For further information on any of my services, please call me on 
07967 709369 or alternatively visit my websites: 
www.quest4tranceformation.co.uk &  www.transformyourgolf.co.uk 
Shirley Webb

Red Nose Day March 13th

As we went to press, events for Red Nose Day 2009, Friday March 
13th were being finalised. Thus far, the following have been arranged:

Sunday March 1st 10.15 am Red Nose Family Service, St Nicholas 
Church, Hinxworth. Red Noses will be blessed, and Red Nose Challenge 
will get under way. All welcome. Bring your red nose to church!

The following events will all happen on Red Nose Day, March 13th:
10 am - 12 pm Red Nose Coffee Morning at Hinxworth Village 

Hall, books, cd’s and DVD’s for sale. Please bring any you would like to 
be sold to the Coffee Morning. Thanks.

12.30 - 2 pm Red Nose Soup Lunch at Hinxworth Village Hall.  All 
proceeds to Comic Relief.

4 pm to 6 pm Red Nose Children’s party for under 5s Hinxworth 
Village Hall. Light tea and, hopefully, an entertainer. All proceeds to 
Comic Relief. Please wear red and your Comic Relief red nose. Tickets 
in advance from Annie Cullen 742102, All offers of help gratefully re-
ceived. Please let Michele  on743453 know if you could help in making 
red jelly, red nose cakes, red nose biscuits, other red nose food, loaning 
toys etc. Please fill small glass jars with things suitable for children, sweets 
and crayons,  for a stall at the party. We would also like soft toys in good 
clean condition for fundraising.  Please give these to Annie Cullen, 1 
Christys Yard. 

8.30 pm Three Horseshoes Red Nose Quiz

Winter Wonderland

Forlorn hope! We thought by printing 
advice on driving in snow that we were all 
set for sunny spells in February. Here are 
two pictures of the snow, the woodland 
scene by Sylvia Scales, and the deadly 
icicles by a staff photographer. We will 
think carefully before printing winter 
driving advice in the future

The blessings of old age?
What an inspiring article about the blessings of old age in last month’s 

Village Voice, contributed by Sheila Rosendale.  It also helps to have a 
sense of humour and to laugh with others of a certain age in the Village.  
For instance, when I say “my mind not only wanders it sometimes leaves 
completely”, someone will reply “yes, sometimes I think I understand 
everything then I regain consciousness” and yet another will say “just 
when I was getting used to yesterday, along came today”.  Other con-
tributions are “everything is farther away than it used to be, it is even 
twice as far to the Pub and they have added a hill” and “they are making 
the stairs steeper than in the old days and using smaller print in the 
newspapers.  People are also changing, they are so much younger than 
I was when I was their age.  On the other hand, people my own age are 
so much older than I am”. 

dishonest mirrors?
 I ran into an old classmate the other day and she had aged so much 
that she didn’t recognise me.  I got thinking about the poor dear while I 
was combing my hair this morning and then I glanced at my reflection.  
Now, they don’t  make good mirrors like they used to, do they? 
Contributed by Betty Thorn

Village Voice is sad to report the deaths of two Hinxworth 
residents. Rosaline Lacey  aged 70 and William Oyston Liv-
ings aged 78, both of Francis Road, died on January 31st. 
Their families thank all friends and neighbours who have 
supported and helped them at this time.

http://www.quest4tranceformation.co.uk
http://www.transformyourgolf.co.uk


Dates for your diary
March1st  10.15 am Red Nose Family service, St Nicholas Church
March 7th Mama Mia singalong, Hinxworth Village Hall see page 1
March 13th Red Noses Day - see page 2
March 18th “Modern Ambulance Service” 7.30 pm Ashwell Surgery
March 20th Copy deadline for April Village Voice
March 21st Multi Venue Quiz, Hinxworth - see page 1
March 22nd 9.15 am Mothering SundayEucharist, St Nicholas Church
March 25th 7.30 pm Child e-safety meeting, Letchworth - see page 4
April 2nd Hinxworth Parish Council AGM, Village Hall 8 pm
April 4th Easter Eggstravaganza, URC Hall Ashwell 10 am - 12 pm
April 25 & 26: Art Exhibition, Village Hall
May 12th ‘Living with mental illness’ - Ashwell Surgery 7.30 pm
June 12th-14th Watercolour Exhibition, St Mary’s Church, Ashwell
July 5th Newnham Parish Lunch - book the date - watch for details

Hinxworth Parish Council

Hinxworth is currently host to a family that has newly arrived from 
Johannesburg.  Anita and Darryl Watridge and two of their children 
have left South Africa to seek a new life in the UK. They are at present 
living in George Street’s old house in Francis Road.

Darryl is a process control engineer working for Johnson Matthey in 
Royston, although he is currently involved with a project for them in the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, so is commuting backwards 
and forwards.

Anita is Managing Director of a recruitment company in South Africa 
and although she can deal with some of the day to day business via the 
Internet, she will have to return to Johannesburg from time to time.

Justine their daughter is in the first year at Knights Templar and Luke 
their youngest son is attending Ashwell School.  Michael, their eldest 
son, has remained in South Africa and is in his first year of a BSc course 
at Witwatersrand University in Johannesburg. 

 dogs and cats in quarantine
“Our life is a little difficult at the moment”, said Anita, “with all our 
furniture in packing cases on the way to the UK and we are trying to 
buy a house in the area before it arrives.  In addition our three dogs and 
two cats are in quarantine up in Peterborough”.

enjoying peace and quiet
Despite the challenges they both agree that they enjoy the peace and quiet 
of the village and the orderliness of life in the UK.  “The security situation 
in Johannesburg, even in the affluent northern suburb where we lived, 
was becoming difficult,” said Darryl, “so it is great to feel safe here”.

We wish the family every success in their new life here in North Herts. 
and trust they will find a permanent home soon.
Ed Thorn

From Jo‛burg to Hinxworth

The Parish Council met on Thursday February 5th. Present were 
the Chairman, Yvonne Tookey, Paul Watler and Les Whitfield. Wendy 
Kitchener and Martin Hoffman sent their apologies. The full minutes 
are published on the village website at www.hinxworth.com. Here is a 
précis of topical matters that were discussed. 

There was a planning application for a farmhouse at the Arbtree site 
for Ian Hale who is the farmer who bought Middle Farm. The Parish 
Council approved the application and recommended that landscaping 
should involve indigenous species and promote bio-diversity. It also 
recommended that, if possible, the Arbtree barns should become a part 
of the new farm complex.

After the spell of bad weather, potholes are again a serious problem. 
The Council is pressing for urgent repairs. 

The Parish Council and the Village Hall Management Committee 
are organizing the repair to the village hall floor. This will take place over 
the Easter Holidays.

The height of the hedge between the children’s play area, the tennis 
court and the car park will be reduced to the level of the hedge between 
the hall and the recreation ground.

The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Thursday March 5th at 
8 pm in the Village Hall. All welcome.
Simon Marlow, Chairman.

 Tornado, the first new main line steam locomotive to be built in 
Britain for almost 50 years, hauled her first train from Darlington to 
London on Saturday 7th February 2009. This train, The Talisman, was 
photographed by Viv Hughes as it steamed past Langford.  

Tornado thunders past Langford

Margaret Platten, husband Gerald or 
Gerry, and  25 year old daughter Gemma 
are the new team at The Three Horseshoes, 
Hinxworth. Margaret is the licensee. Gerry 
works for British Telecom. Margaret told 
Village Voice, “I ran The Black Horse at 
Brent Pelham for three years and I  owned  
a pub about 18 years ago. I just enjoy the 
life, and when I retired for the fourth or 
fifth time I thought I’d give it a whirl.”

Margaret takes on Three Horseshoes

 “I was tempted to have a town pub for a change but I was asked to 
come and see this pub. I did, I liked it as did Gemma.  She felt as I did 
that it’s a comfortable pub and people are comfortable in it. I don’t like 
to see village pubs disappear, so I thought I’d spend the latter part of my 
life making this the village pub it should be.”

pubs not just for alcohol
“People have been ever so friendly. They obviously enjoy coming to the 
pub. I’d like to think everyone can come here. We’re great tea and coffee 
drinkers. We like afternoon tea. Pubs are not just for alcohol, they’re for 
companionship, discussion. We like to sit doing the crossword or Sudoku    
– we have the papers every day. The pub is part of the community. You’ve 
got all kinds of activities here and I hope the pub can play its part.”

good wholesome fresh food
“We like traditional food, with  a bit of curry and Italian thrown in, 
good wholesome fresh food. We cooked some venison last night. We’ll 
probably start baking our own bread. We believe in keeping food simple  
but good and fresh.”

“For the time being I won’t open for Monday lunch. We’ll open at 5 
pm and stay open the normal times, all day Saturday and Sunday, and 
possibly earlier on Friday. I want it to be a fun, inclusive place, whether 
you come on your own or in a group you are welcome. In these hard 
times I think people will return to the pub.” Relaxation? “We like to 
watch old films and read books and the  papers, and of course we love 
our children and grandchildren.” 

We welcome Margaret, Gerry and Gemma to Hinxworth.

http://www.hinxworth.com


Church Services - MarchOn the 
beat

with PC 431 Paul Marina

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 1st 10.15 am  Red Nose Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 8th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 15th  9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 22nd 9.15 am Mothering Sunday  Eucharist, St Nicholas, 
            9 .30 am  Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 29th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Village Walk
Join us for an early Spring walk 
followed by a pub lunch on Friday 
March 27th. Meet at Three Horse-
shoes, Hinxworth at 10.30 am, 
subject to weather conditions.

Soup Lunch
March’s soup lunch will be on 
Friday March  13th in Hinxworth 
Village Hall from 12.30 pm until 
2 pm. Everyone most welcome. 
Feel free to wear your red nose.

The Police have been saying for 
years that to leave your valuables in 
your car in plain view is asking for 
trouble.  We all lead busy lives and 

Thefts from Cars

when in a hurry we think that leaving items in the car for only a couple 
of minutes is OK.  “I only left my mobile on the dash board for a few 
seconds” is a common remark the Police Officer will hear after your 
mobile phone has gone and all that remains is broken glass where your 
window once was.   It only takes a few seconds and it’s gone. 

well, would you?
Would you leave £100 in notes on the back seat of your car in plain 
view?  No, why? Someone would steal it wouldn’t they?  We have to get 
out of the mentality that an object belonging to us is not as valuable 
as its equivalent in cash.  Just because the item is small doesn’t mean it 
isn’t worth anything. 

lead them not into temptation
We also have to remember that our own sense of morals cannot be trans-
ported to others.  I personally wouldn’t throw a brick through your car 
window to take your Sat Nav but that doesn’t mean that others would 
not.  Leave nothing on show - big or small, night or day. Hide it out of 
sight and take the temptation away.

Thanks to Everyone
Just a short line to thank eve-

ryone for their good wishes after 
my recent accident. The arm and 
shoulder are recovering slowly - it 
looks like it is going to be three 
months before the fractures will 
completely healed. So patience, 
patience. Not one of my virtues as 
many of you will know.

Ray‛s Doddle
Ray is holding up well on the do-
mestic duties front. His words - it’s 
a “doddle”. Long may it last!

I can highly recommend Heath-
er Baim’s Vegetable Soup  which is 
aiding my recovery. So should you 
be unfortunate enough to be in my 
situation Heather’s culinary skills 
are second to none.  Many thanks 
to you, Heather.
Wendy Kitchener   

Surgery replaces Mobile Police Station
From this month the mobile police station will be withdrawn and 

replaced by a regular Police Surgery to be held in the United Reformed 
Church Hall in Ashwell High Street from 10.30 am until 12 pm. March’s 
surgery will be held on Friday March 6th.

North Herts Crime Preven-
tion Panel, in partnership with 
Hertfordshire Constabulary and 
Neighbourhood Watch is hold-
ing a public talk on the subject of 
‘Child e-Safety for Parents’, to be 
held at Letchworth Police Station 
at 7.30 pm on 25th March 2009. 
The talk is free of charge and open 
to anyone who wants to know how 
to provide a safer internet experi-
ence for children in their care 
(parents, grandparents, teaching 
staff, youth group leaders, etc). 

The venue will be Letchworth 
Police Station. If you wish to 
attend, you must contact us  at 
contact@nhcpp.org in order to 
reserve a seat.

Child e-Safety Talk

I’m leaving on March 5th to cycle 370km across the island of Cuba 
to raise funds for Women for Women. I am terrified! The hardest part 
has been getting fit in the weather we’ve been having.

Thank you so much to all of you who have sponsored me by donat-
ing your hard earned money. Thank you too Gerard and the kids for 
supporting me not only with cash money, but with encouragement and 
gifts of padded cycling shorts! Together we have all raised £2800, only 
£200 from my target of £3000!

still time to sponsor me
www.women-for-women.org is a small charity, but its leading medi-
cal research has helped improve the health of women and their babies 
worldwide.  If you have not sponsored me, but would like to, please visit 
my fundraising website at www.justgiving.com/alisonharding or send 
a cheque made payable to the Institute Trust Fund to 2 High Street, 
Hinxworth, Herts., SG7 5HQ. Wish me luck!
Ali Harding

 

Hinxworth Ali‛s Cuban Cycle Ride

Ambulance Service 
Don’t forget the Ashwell Patients’ 
Group open evening on The 
Modern Ambulance Service to 
be held at Ashwell Surgery on 
Wednesday March 18th at 7.30 
pm. All welcome. 

Matt of the Daily Telegraph 
penned the above cartoon when 
billionaire Russian oligarch Alex-
ander Lebedev bought the London 
Evening Standard recently. Daily 
Telegraph journalist Tony Lloyd, 
of The Close, asked Matt if it could 
be reproduced in Village Voice and 
he kindly agreed. There is no truth 
in the rumour that the editor is 
planning to change the name of 
this newsletter to Village Voiceki!

Village Voice is grateful to Tony 
Lloyd and to Matt for arranging for 
this cartoon to be published here and 
is happy to confirm that no approaches 
have been made to buy the paper.

Village Voiceki? Niet!

Help solve these crimes
G4/09/140  Dwelling bur-

glary, Ashwell Road, Hinxworth. 
Between 10.15am and 3.15pm 
on 17th February, offender(s) 
forced entry through a ground 
floor window and have stolen a 
number of items. 

G4/09/141  Burglary from a 
farm in Ashwell Road, Hinxworth. 
Between 6pm on 16th Febru-
ary and 6am on 17th February 
offender(s) forced entry to a unit, 
although it appears that nothing 
has been stolen. 

If you noticed any persons or 
vehicles behaving suspiciously in 
these areas around the times and 
dates mentioned, or have any in-
formation regarding these crimes, 
please call 0845 33 00 222 quoting 
the above G reference number. 
Neighbourhood Watch


