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Why not advertise sales and wants? It will cost you nothing at all.  It 
might even work. Contact the Editor.

Village Voice

Complementary approaches to health
 Roberta Meldrum will talk about complementary medicine to the 

Ashwell Patients’ Group on Wednesday, 11th November.  Roberta is 
Director of the Letchworth Centre for Healthy Living, a nationally ac-
claimed registered charity used by more than 1,300 people each week.  
Th e presentation, followed by questions, will begin at 7.30 pm in the 
waiting room at the Ashwell Surgery.  Refreshments from 7.15 pm. All 
are welcome.

Three Horseshoes Halloween Party
Saturday October 31 at 8.30 pm £1 per person or £6 to include basket 

meal. Food served from 6.30 pm. Prize for the person dressed in the best 
Halloween costume and prizes for the winning quiz team. Bookings taken 
on 01462 742280 or margaretplatten@btinternet.com

Th e Editor apologises for the incorrect entry for this event in ‘Dates 
for your Diary’ last month. He was on the point of shooting the person 
responsible for this when he realised that that would leave nobody to put  
together this edition.

Christmas Card Scheme
It’s time to think about Christmas cards and time to decide whether 

you will join our alternative scheme, whereby you give the money you 
would otherwise have spent on sending cards to friends and neighbours 
in the Village Voice area to one of two or both deserving charities. In 
return, an attractive locally designed fl yer with your greetings is delivered 
to every home in these villages just before Christmas.

Last year 42 households joined the scheme  which raised over £500 for 
the Garden House Hospice, and over £400 for Operation Smile, a charity 
providing surgery to correct cleft lips and palates in over 30 countries. 
Donors agreeing to gift aid their donations ensured the charities were 
able to reclaim over £180 from Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, 
always worth doing. 

  hospice here and porridge there
Th is year, we continue to support the Garden House Hospice for our 
local charity, and , abroad, the Kasiisi Porridge Project bringing hope to 
Ugandan children who would otherwise  be too hungry to benefi t from 
education at their local school. To learn more about the charity, have a 
look at Page 2 of October’s Village Voice.

gift aid makes a difference
I need to know the names of those wish to take part by,  say December 
1st and I’ll need to collect the money in before the end of the year. Just 
put your contribution - cash or preferably cheque(s) in an envelope and 
drop it in to me at ‘Cammocks’, Chapel Street, Hinxworth. Cheques 
should be made out to Garden House Hospice or ‘Kasiisi Porridge 
Project’. You may of course wish to divide your money between both 
charities.  If your contribution is in the form of cash, please remember 
to write your name on the envelope and which charity you would like 
to support. Better still, if you are a UK taxpayer and can make your 
contribution through Gift Aid, do let me know; it is of real benefi t to 
the charity concerned. All you need to do is to fi ll in a short form which 
I can supply. Th e charity will then reclaim another 28p for every £1 you 
give and it doesn’t cost you a penny extra.
Janet Fair 

Are you an unhappy surfer?
Am I suff ering from just about the worst internet download 

speed in Hinxworth or perhaps in the whole world? Th e service to 
my house has got so bad that I now regularly measure the speed 
- and at the moment it’s 70 Kb/s. Th at is typical unless I am pre-
pared to do my internetting in the middle of the night.

In other words we are promised something like 2 Mb/s, which 
itself is laughably below the government target, and I’m getting 
just 3.5% of that.  Grrr!

So, is anybody else having a similar experience?  If so, do let me 
know at g.clare@mac.com  If you suspect you are also getting a 
very slow service why not measure your speed?  Th ere are dozens of 
internet sites off ering speed tests. Here’s one: www.speedtest.net
Gerald Clare

I have complained to Tiscali about their service and they have 
kindly reduced my monthly line rental by 25%. I regularly send 
mp3 audio fi les to London, and on average, a 4 Megabyte fi le will 
take as many minutes to send to Premier Radio. Should we collect 
evidence of widespread poor service, maybe we should try exert-
ing pressure on service providers and BT, whose lines run or, more 
accurately, limp into Ashwell - Editor.

Are you ready to party?
Saturday November 14th should now be in everyone’s diary as it is the 

date for our annual get together in the Village Hall. It is shaping up to be 
the best ever and as usual – the social event of the year. Tickets are  £21 
per head to include a high quality meal and, of course, entertainment.

It has become a village tradition that we provide our own entertain-
ment.  Any of you who would like to rehearse before appearing on “X 
Factor” and try out your routine at the Supper, please do come forward.  
Please contact anyone on the Village Hall Management Committee to 
discuss this further.

Finally, tickets can be obtained from Heather or Michael on 01767 
315094 or email royal_penguin@hotmail.com

Ashwell Christmas Fair
Ashwell Christmas Fair on Saturday, 5th December in St.Mary’s 

Church from 9.30am – 1.00pm. Th ere will be stalls, exhibitions and 
demonstrations from local craftspeople and much more. Th e choir will 
sing some carols during the morning and refreshments will be available. 
Ashwell Playgroup’s Winter Wonderland will be in the U.R.C. hall and 
the Museum will be open. Come and join us.



Please send all copy and pictures for December Village Voice to Patrick 
Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  
fool1@tiscali.co.uk by November 20th. Village Voice is published by Forbes 
Services Ltd, 01462 742015. See us on the web at hinxworth.com

Dates for your diary
October 31st Three Horseshoes Halloween Party and Quiz 8.30 pm
November 7th Lyra String Quartet, 7.30 pm Letchworth, see page 4
November 7th Faurés Requiem, St Andrew & St George’s, see col 3
November 8th Remembrance Sunday service 9.45 am St Nicholas
November 11th Complementary Health talk, Ashwell Surgery 7.30 pm
November 12th WI AGM Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45 pm
November 13th Soup Lunch, Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 pm - 2 pm
November 14th Village Supper Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 1
November 20th Copy deadline for December’s Village Voice
November 27th Village Walk, meet Three Horseshoes 10.30 am
November 29th Porridge Project Concert 3.30 pm - see below
December 6th St Nicholas Church Advent Carol Service 4 pm
December 23rd Under 5s Christmas Party Hinxworth, see page 4

Hinxworth and Edworth WI  
Tony Allan visited us at the meeting on Thursday 10th October, and 

spoke to us about his trip in 1983 to the Himalayas. He had promised 
that he would take the trip before he was 50.At the age of 49 Tony booked 
a package tour for a 21 day trip to the Himalayas. With seven other like 
minded people he flew in to Katmandu and for the next 19 days walked   
to the base camp of Everest, sleeping in a two-man tent.  He showed many 
very interesting slides and, 26 years later, was still able to remember the 
names of all the places he visited and many of the people he met.  

  agm and elections loom
Our next  meeting is on Thursday November 12th 2009 in Hinxworth 
Village Hall at 7.45pm. It is the AGM, where a new committee is voted 
for and also  this year, a new president, so all WI members do try and 
attend. We also hope to have a speaker still to be arranged.
Carol Cheney

 North Herts Guild of Sing-
ers will perform Fauré’s Requiem 
and motets by Victoria, Bach, 
Mendelssohn  at St Andrew and 
St George’s Church, Stevenage at 
7.30 pm on Saturday November 
7th Tickets £12, concessions 
£10, £5 under 16s, available from 
01462 433393 or David’s Music 
Shop, Eastcheap, Letchworth.

Fauré‛s Requiem 

Your Village Voice reporter 
tracked down Hinxworth residents 
Lin and Lance Jenkins in a small 
fishing village on the north-east 
coast of Crete. After a good lunch 
at a local taverna they reluctantly 
agreed that they would have to re-
turn shortly. Your reporter and his 
better half remained on the island 
to ensure that they did.

Not too Discreet

Rochelle - importer of fine teas
Pete Stanier and Rochelle Mortier moved to 

Hinxworth in May. Rochelle is from Sri Lanka and 
grew up drinking Ceylon tea. “I’ve always drunk my 
tea black. I took Pete to Sri Lanka two years ago on his 
first visit and he just loved it. We were given packs of 
tea as gifts to bring back. When we drank the tea he 
said, ‘Rochelle, why would you want to drink anything 
else?’ We gave some packs to his parents and they had 

Edworth hosts E2BN Cookit Launch 

Village Voice reported in April 2007 on E2BN, the broadband 
learning grid serving schools in East Anglia. Based at Saltmore Farm in 
Hinxworth, it produces high quality learning resources which schools 
can access via the internet.

They recently launched a ‘Cookit’ project at Edworth Manor Barn, a 
feast of sights, sounds and tastes. There were medieval, 18th century and  
second world war and Asian spicy dishes being cooked. A scary Saxon 
showed off bearskins and other animal hides as well as a very large hunt-
ing horn. An apothecary, with a jar of real leeches, had schoolchildren 
grinding up ingredients to make pills. There was a Victorian Harvest 
Festival in Saint George’s Church, complete with Victorian parson played 
by actor Richard Ely. E2BN’s own radio station was on hand. A short 
visit convinced your editor that he had missed out on some very creative 
teaching indeed.  To find out more go to www.e2bn.org

~Jilly the temp~
Jilly is able to do temp assign-
ments whilst job hunting ~

day rate available ~ 
fab service

call 01767 313283 to leave a 
message

Simon Marlow and Jennie Linden present ATune to aMuse at Howgills, 
42 South View, Letchworth on Sunday November 29th at 3.30 pm. Tick-
ets cost £10 - to include refreshments afterwards - and are available from 
the Director, Kasiisi Porridge Project, 90 High Street, Wrestlingworth, 
Sandy, Beds SG19 2EJ or email porridgeproject@btinternet.com

Concert will help to feed schoolchildren 

the same reaction, ending up drinking it black.”
 “Over the last two years, Pete’s said, ‘I really think you should start 

bringing this tea into the country.’ I’d never really thought about it, and 
I had my own work advising Greenpeace on how they should talk to 
the business world about climate change. I’d also been drawn into some 
of the issues around what’s  happening in Sri Lanka, doing peace build-
ing work, so this made sense in a way. Sri Lanka needs all the foreign 
exchange, and it has this wonderful product but the marketing has been 
neglected. I keep in touch with many  friends there, including school 
friends in the tea business. My great great grandfather went out to plant 
tea there in the 1870s.” 

ideal tea growing conditions
The first shipment was due in the UK at the end of October. “I’m design-
ing a website so people will be able to buy through the internet. Initially 
though, people should contact me on 01462 743241, or email me at 
info@mortierstea.com  Ceylon tea is one of the best quality teas because 
of the incredible climatic conditions. The best tea is grown above 4,000 
feet in lovely tropical sunshine with monsoon rains and winds and sea 
breezes that come through the mountains, making Ceylon ideal for tea 
growing. The taste of the tea can vary in as little as two miles, because of 
the unique weather patterns. There are three high grown tea regions over 
4,000 feet and my teas will be coming from each of these regions.”

taste awards for three teas
“Tea can taste very different depending on where it is grown. I like straight 
black tea. I don’t like the taste of milk, and I can taste the flavours more 
easily. The teas I’m bringing in are not blended, they are all from single 
estates, that way the estate gets the credit.  I know the estates, how they 
are managed, the production process and the way the workers are treated. 
The black tea is from the Brunswick Estate, the green tea is organic from 
a community owned estate. There’s an Earl Grey with natural Bergamot 
flavour, very aromatic, and two other black teas from high grown estates.  
Three of the teas have won taste awards already, the Earl Grey, the green 
tea and one of the up country high grown teas. The packets will carry 
the award marks.” As I left the home of Mortier’s Tea, I could  see how 
this enterprise could help the people of Ceylon, Sri Lanka, who have 
been through so much suffering over the past 30 years.
Patrick Forbes



A Voyage to Remember
We found a brochure for the “Maritime Festival” to be held in Great Yar-

mouth 5th - 6th September. We decided to go.  On the Great Yarmouth 
website we found a link  offering the chance for anyone to sail out around 
the coastline for over three hours on  a tall ship “The Artemis”.   Jack had 
only been in a dinghy before and Brenda was still unable to swim, but we  
thought what a great way to celebrate our both becoming 50 this year.

Home for Three Elephants?
Here’s your chance to find a good home for those 3 ex-circus elephants 

that you have roaming your garden.  And once they’ve gone you might 
want to advertise your new garden re-modelling business as well.

Community Oil, the local Heating Oil supplier, has just launched 
their website and there are compelling reasons why you should visit it.

buy, sell, save, win
Firstly, there’s a section carrying small adverts, free until 1st April 2010, 
cheap thereafter, mainly for clients but open to anyone wanting to 
offer goods or services throughout Hertfordshire and its borders.  We 
understand that elephants are positively flying off the shelves right now! 
Secondly, Community Oil is again holding its Golden Opportunity 
Draw - won spectacularly last time by a Hinxworth couple.  Again the 
prize is gold bullion.  Clients can enter the draw on site.

Of course, you will also be able to see the whole range of services 
offered by Community Oil and designed specifically to save you money 
on your household and business outgoings.  It has to be worth a visit.  
You never know what your mouse might find there.
Geoff Stephens  www.community-oil.co.uk

pea and ham soup
The Artemis was originally built 
in 1926 as a whaling ship and was 
later bought by the Dutch who then 
completely refurbished her,  making 
the ship the setting for the experience 
of a lifetime. Passengers can even sail 

Hinxworth Parish Council News
The Parish Council met on Thursday 1st October with all Council-

lors and the Clerk present. The full minutes are published on the village 
website at www.hinxworth.com the month following the meeting, but 
here is a précis of some of the topical matters that were discussed.

 A letter bringing the Council’s attention to the Energy Saving Trust’s 
Green Communities Programme has been received from Oliver Heald.

Village Notice Board: A quote for replacing this has been received 
from Steve Hawthorn.

Annual Inspection and the Risk Assessment of the Play Area: It was 
decided to change from ROSPA to the scheme run by North Herts 
District Council, which offers better value for money. 

Allotments in Francis Road are to go ahead.
Recreation Ground: The posts securing the entrance gates to the play 

area need adjusting so that they fit correctly.
Village Hall: The annual Ashwell PTA Guy Fawkes bonfire will be held 

at the beginning of November. The Council is writing to the Headteacher 
and the chairman of the PTA requesting that the bonfire site should be 
properly cleared after the event.

The meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 
Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday November 5th 2009 at 8.00pm 

in the Village Hall. 
Simon Marlow

Arts open day

Allen Churchyard from Ashwell 
visited Hinxworth Art Society’s 
Open Day on October 14th. “I 
thought I would come to see what 
they’re doing. There’s a good chance 
I’ll join,” he told Village Voice.

Farewell, Janet

Janet Meadows has moved from 
Homefield, Hinxworth to Mere in 
Wiltshire. Before she left, friends 
bought her an art gift voucher. 
She was delighted and thanks all 
who contributed. Her new phone 
number is 01747 861656

away for days at a time. The decks below cater for every need from a 
fully functioning bar serving light meals. Pea and ham soup was the day’s 
delight.  A crew of six manned the ship with  two volunteers and  extra 
muscle from any able bodied passengers.

We set sail out of the historic harbour at 6pm on a beautiful Sep-
tember evening. A pilot steered us out into the open sea then off he 
popped and ahoy me hearties, the sails were raised, and the engine shut 
down. The silence was the most beautiful sensation, just the rolling of 
the waves against the hull, really romantic! Exhilarating but also relax-
ing.  All our fears and trials were left on the 
quay-side. We were at one with the winds 
as they alone determined our course. We 
sailed slowly along the coast watching an 
awesome sunset. 

Below decks was a bounteous supply of 
wines and beers, yet we never saw any sign 
of rum rations being handed out. Nor did 
we see much of our captain. Maybe he was in hiding afraid that someone 
might bring up the slight misdemeanour of the collision between the 
Artemis and the Grand Turk which happened two days before. Appar-
ently a young volunteer  accidentally let his rope slip through his fingers 
causing the Artemis to gently glide into the Grand Turk, a main mast to 
snap and fall. Thankfully no one was hurt. 
Brenda and Jack Smith, marine correspondents

Harvest festivals delight

Harvest festivals in Hinxworth and Newnham were feasts for the 
senses:  churches were beautifully decorated;  tractors were parked 
outside St Nicholas Church; children’s paintings and sketches 
delighted the eye. Recorder and violin duets were played by Anna 
Dawson and Annabel Johnson and by Rebecca Dawson and Isabel 
Hepburn. Harvest produce was sold off in aid of the Bishop of St 
Albans’ Harvest Appeal. The choir of St Mary’s Ashwell sang at 
Newnham, where, all unexpected, there was an example of conker 
art executed by Sophie and Madeleine Miller, while Jerry Keep’s 
amazing harvest loaf appeared at both churches. Both services were 
truly village events: harvest home and heartfelt thanksgiving.

http://www.hinxworth.com


Church Services - NovemberOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 1st 10.15 am Family Service and Baptism, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 8th 9.45 am Remembrance  Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
followed by ceremony at War Memorial
Sunday 15th 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 22nd 9.15 am Parish  Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth, 
             9.30 am  Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 29th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Village Walk
Join us for a gentle  walk followed 
by a pub lunch on Friday November 
27th. Meet at Three Horseshoes, 
Hinxworth at 10.30 am,  

Soup Lunch
November’s soup lunch will be 
on Friday the 13th in Hinxworth 
Village Hall from 12.30 pm  until 
2 pm. All welcome. 

 Police Surgery
November’s Police Surgery will be held in the United Reformed 

Church Hall in Ashwell High Street from 10.30 am until 12 pm on 
Friday November 6th.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Next copy deadline is November 20th

Companies have been contacting household-
ers by telephone, offering to install a free alarm 
system linked to the Police, Fire & Rescue and 
the Ambulance service.   Although they start by 

Alarm Call

offering a free installation, they then go on to say that there will be a one 
off cost of around £200.  Those householders who have been tempted 
have then received a visit from a representative and after they have com-
mitted, the cost can rise to in excess of £3,000.

police do not recommend them
Householders are told that the company is recommended by the Emer-
gency services.  Herts Police do not recommend individual companies, 
and these people do not act on our behalf.  Herts Police also strongly 
advise against buying goods or services on your doorstep from people 
you do not know.  We have had reports of other companies offering roof 
sealing services, painting services, gardening services, landscaping and 
driveways and tree surgeons also. 

compile a ‘trustworthy‛ list
Community groups like might to consider setting up a register of 
recommended tradesmen between themselves, so that neighbours can 
recommend trades people who they consider to be value for money and 
trustworthy.  This would be  extremely useful for newcomers.

 Find out from your Crime Reduction Officer what you  need in 
terms of equipment to provide you with effective security.  The Alarm 
Company will want  to sell you as much equipment as possible, so you 
may  buy more than you need.  Always obtain written quotations from 
at least three bone-fide alarm companies who are either NACOSS or 
SSAIB approved alarm installers. This will give you the opportunity to 
compare costs. All companies by law have to give you a 7 day cooling 
off period after you have agreed to buy.

You should never agree to purchase any goods or services over the 
telephone or internet,  or at your door, without checking out the supplier 
or provider first. Never sign a contract without reading all of the terms 
and conditions, as well as any written clauses.  Reputable companies 
will understand if you want to take some time to consider whether to 
purchase goods or services.  Those who put pressure on you to make an 
on the spot decision are likely to be doing so because they know you 
may be able to find cheaper or better products elsewhere.

copper wire thefts
BT has reported several such incidents  to us in the last few weeks. If 

you should see anybody working on BT installations and their vehicle is 
not marked as an obvious company vehicle, please call us immediately.  
Please also record the registration number. We would ask you not to chal-
lenge these people yourselves. There have been another couple of reports 
of metal disappearing, signs etc, so if you do have any rolls of wire fencing 
etc. lying around, we’d advise you to secure them out of sight.

If you are getting poor returns on your investments, why not try 
energy saving? One of the biggest savers, cavity wall insulation, is very 
likely to cost nothing  if you are 70 or over. Energy Saving Trust estimates 
that simple changes could save most households £300 a year. Try the 
on-line home energy check at www.est.org.uk/check see if this applies 
to you,  or call 0800 512 012.

Estimated yearly savings from energy saving improvements   
Loft insulation when none   £150

Cavity wall insulation                 £115
Thermostat turned down 10C *   £55
Loft insulation top up to 270mm   £45
A/A+ fridge freezer              £36
Hot water tank jacket          £35
Appliances taken off standby   £33
Tumble drying stopped in summer  £15
A/A+ dishwasher                £12
Clothes washed at 30C         £10
Energy saving bulb                 £2.50
Source: Energy Saving Trust, Oct 2009
* Older persons should keep their sitting room at 21 degrees C

Gordon Glass

This year’s under 5’s Christmas Party will take place in Hinxworth Village 
Hall on Wednesday 23rd December from 4.30 - 6.30.  Tickets are £5 per 
child and include a snack tea and small present from Father Christmas. 

book early to meet Santa
Tickets must be purchased in advance by 18th December from Karyn 
Mills to ensure that your little one gets a present from Santa!  All of-
fers of help gratefully received, please let us know if you could help in 
making food, buying/wrapping presents, providing music, loaning toys 
etc. For tickets please contact Karyn Mills on 01462 743 311 or email 
mrsmills@btinternet.com

Beat the (credit) freeze this winter

Under 5s‛ Christmas Party

As far as we know, Caldecote only has one viola-playing resident, 
Clare Finnimore. Fortunately, she is a first class performer who plays 
regularly with top British musicians and orchestras. She has many fans 
locally and they will be delighted to learn that on Saturday November 
7th  at 7.30 pm she will be bringing her Lyra String Quartet back to 
the Letchworth Settlement in Nevells Road for a return visit after their 
sell-out concert this time last year. 

tickets a bargain at £10
The programme is musically mouth-watering, featuring Mozart and 
Schubert, finishing off with Dvorak’s well-loved American Quartet. 
Tickets, £10 can be obtained from the Settlement Office, 01462 682828 
or David’s Music Shop, 01462 475900. A great night guaranteed!
Peter Chapman

Lyra String Quartet in Letchworth


