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Th e 10th Ashwell Book Weekend will run in St Mary’s Church, 
Ashwell  on Saturday  October 3rd  10.00 am  to 5.00pm and Sunday 4th 
October from noon to 5.00pm.  Hundreds of books for sale - paperbacks 
and hardbacks, fact and fi ction, all at very reasonable prices. Entrance £1. 
Proceeds to the Church Restoration Appeal.  We will happily receive any 
donated books in church from Monday 27th September to Th ursday 1st 
October. Th ey can also be left in the North Porch at other times.

Ashwell Book Weekend.....

“A Bunch of Amateurs” in Hinxworth Village Hall  Oct 3rd
Described by the Press as a “moving comedy,” the fi lm “A Bunch of 

Amateurs” was chosen for the Royal Film Performance in 2008 and is 
well worth seeing. Tickets are available for a donation of £3.50 from John 
or Yvonne Tookey at 7 Francis Road, Hinxworth.Tel 01462 742439. 
Th ey will also be available on the night. Doors open at 7-15 pm and the 
Film will start at 8 pm.

Village Voice

Complementary approaches to health
It’s been called fringe, alternative, holistic... but what actually is this 

varied, often colourful group of therapies of which it consists?  How 
helpful are the interventions – and when are they best used?  Th ese are 
a few of the questions that Roberta Meldrum will attempt to address 
in a talk to the Ashwell Patients’ Group on Wednesday, 11th November.  
Roberta is Director of the Letchworth Centre for Healthy Living, a 
nationally acclaimed registered charity used by more than 1,300 people 
each week.  Th e presentation, followed by questions, will begin at 7.30 
pm in the waiting room at the Ashwell Surgery.  Refreshments from 7.15 
pm. All are welcome.

Come and enjoy an evening of beautiful music in St. Mary’s Church, 
Ashwell on Saturday, 17th October at 7.30 pm., performed by Danielle 
Perrett, harp, and her friend Charlotte de Rothschild, soprano. Tickets 
available at the door £10. Concessions £8. Children under 16 Free. Th ere 
will be a bar. Proceeds to the Church Restoration Appeal.

.....and beautiful music

George needs walker/minder

Village Supper – here we go!
It’s nearly that time of the year again. Saturday November14th is the 

date for our annual get together in the Village Hall. Put it in the diary.
Let’s make it the best ever and, as usual, the social event of the year. 

Tickets will be a very reasonable £21 per head which will include the 
usual high quality meal and, of course, entertainment.

Talking about entertainment – it has become a village tradition that 
we provide our own. Come on, all you budding celebrities! Any of you 
who would like to rehearse before appearing on “X Factor” and try out 
your routine at the supper, please do come forward. Your contribution to 
the evening will be enormous and so well received. Please contact anyone 
on the Village Hall Management Committee to discuss this further.

Tickets can be obtained from Heather or Michael on 01767 315094 
or email royal_penguin@hotmail.com

Good news for Hinxworth allotmenteers. Agreement has been 
reached for the Parish Council to lease the fi eld adjoining Francis Road 
from North Herts District Council for the development of allotments. 
It is estimated that some 16 full size allotments, 30 metres by 10 metres, 
could be accommodated, though as we went to press there was discussion 
about how many of the allotments might be as big as that. 

A meeting of the Hinxworth Allotment Group on September 26th 
was expected to agree a constitution, appoint its executive committee  
and to proceed with renting the fi eld from the Parish Council.

Allotmenteers are grateful to the Parish Council, North Herts District 
Council and to Paul Watler for working constructively to help this project 
come to birth. If you would like to apply for an allotment, contact Simon 
Marlow on 01462 742268.

You are invited to come and hear 
Jennie Linden and Simon Marlow 
pool their remarkable talents in ATune 
to aMuse.  Bringing you a delicious 
variety of voices, characters and mu-
sic, this promises to be ‘light-hearted 
and heart-enlightening’ at  Howgills 
Friends Meeting House, 42 South View. 
Letchworth, Hertfordshire, SG6 3JJ. 
Th e concert is at  3.30 pm on Sunday 

                                                                    

29th November 2009. Tickets cost £10.00 – to include refreshments 
after the performance and are available from Director Kasiisi Porridge 
Project, 90 High St, Wrestlingworth, Sandy, Beds. SG19 2EJ or email 
porridgeproject@btinternet.com

Jennie Linden is well known for her early theatre work, starring in 
West End roles with Geraldine McEwan, Kenneth Williams and Glenda 
Jackson.  Audiences have loved her on TV too - in Th e Saint, Th e Friendly 
Persuaders, Th e Avengers, Lillie Langtry, Lovejoy, Chancer, Trainer and 
Casualty.  In fi lm, her role alongside Alan Bates and Glenda Jackson in 
the memorable fi lm Women in Love  earned her two Academy Award 
nominations.

Simon Marlow is a pianist much in demand. He has worked with 
some of the fi nest of today’s musicians and has travelled and recorded 
extensively, notably with Medici Quartet violist Ivo-Jan van der Werff . 

All the proceeds will go to the Kasiisi Porridge Project, to provide  
a daily meal for  Ugandan Primary Schoolchildren. More about the 
project on page 3

Help Simon and Jennie fi ll porridge bowls

Allotments to go ahead



Dates for your diary
October 1st Hinxworth Parish Council 8 pm Village Hall
October 2nd Police Surgery Ashwell URC Hall, 10.30am  - 12pm 
October 3rd  “A Bunch of Amateurs” 8 pm  Village Hall- see page 4
October 3rd and 4th Ashwell Book Weekend - see page 1
October 4th St Nicholas Harvest Festival, Family service and lunch
October 8th WI “Trek to the Himalayas” Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45 pm
October 9th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 pm until 2 pm
October 11th Harvest Festival, St Vincent, Newnham 4 pm.
October 14th Hinxworth Art Society Open Day 10 am - 1 pm.
October 17th Concert in St Mary’s Church, Ashwell 7.30 pm see P1
October 23rd Village Walk, meet Three Horseshoes at 10.30 am
October 31st Three Horseshoes Halloween Party and Quiz 8.30 pm
November 8th Remembrance Sunday service 9.45 am St Nicholas
November 11th Complementary Health talk, Ashwell Surgery 7.30 pm
November 14th Village Supper Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 1
November 29th Porridge Project Concert 3.30 pm - see page 1

St Nicholas Harvest Festival 4th October, 10.15 am

All budding artists are  invited to our Open Day on 14th October, 
from 10am to 1 pm, in Hinxworth Village Hall. Here you will get the 
opportunity to meet like minded friendly painters and try your hand at 
watercolour or other media. 

We arrange tutored workshops on a regular basis and an annual 
public sales exhibition of our work. Beginners are particularly welcome 
and we have a wide range of equipment, tuition books, magazines, and 
dvds  which can be borrowed to get you started. 

If you decide to join us on Wednesdays throughout the year member-
ship fees are currently £20 per annum. Please contact Betty Thorn on 
01462 742858 for more details.

Hinxworth Parish Council
The Parish Council met on Thursday 3rd September with all Council-

lors and the Clerk present. The full minutes are published on the village 
website at www.hinxworth.com the month following the meeting, but 
here is a précis of topical matters that were discussed.

Annual Police Update: The Chairman welcomed P.C. Marina to the 
meeting. P.C. Marina reported that crime figures remained very low apart 
from the occasional theft from sheds and cars. To help avoid shed/barn 
thefts he has a number of lock shrouds that provide added security. Local 
residents can contact the Community Support Officer to obtain these. 
He also reminded the Councillors of his report in the Village Voice 
which includes all the local police news and contact details. The speed 
monitoring in the Village is now taking place during the rush hour, but 
the figures show there is no excessive speeding. 

Hinxworth/ Edworth Road: After receiving a not too helpful response 
from Mid Beds about the state of this road, the Councillors were pleased 
to hear that both David Smyth and Richard Floyd had also written about 
this problem on behalf of Edworth Parish Meeting. The response they 
received was much more positive and announced that repairs to the road 
will be made in October. 

Street Lighting: The Parish Council have received a consultation let-
ter from Hertfordshire Highways saying that the street lights are to be 
replaced with a system that can operate on a part night lighting basis.

Francis Road: Yvonne Tookey reported a large farm vehicle had run 
over the lawn area of a number of Francis Road properties. Simon Marlow 
is writing to the farmer responsible.

Village Hall The Car Park: A quote for surfacing this with planings 
has been received from Gearing’s. The Councillors agreed there should 
be further investigation into the project. 

Allotments: Sixteen families are now interested in having an allot-
ment. It is expected the land in Francis Road will become available in 
the very near future.

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm. Date of the next Meeting: Thursday 
October 1st 2009 at 8.00pm in Hinxworth Village Hall. 

Porridge saves lives
The cost of feeding a child for a week 

is less than you might think!  About the 
same as a packet of crisps in fact.

The Kasiisi Porridge Project is a UK 
registered charity set up in 2006 to raise 
funds for school meals in rural Western 
Uganda, near Kibale Forest.  The children’s 
day is hard. Many walk 8 or 10 miles to 
school, often barefoot and sometimes 
without breakfast. This makes it difficult to 
learn, but most parents can’t afford lunch 
for their children.

In May 2009, the first mug of porridge, using locally grown maize, 
was served. Currently we are feeding over 1000 children a day – the first 
time they have had a school meal in their lives. 

visit website, come to concert
Much more money is needed though, to complete the kitchens, latrines 
and water barrels. Then we aim to help the community to buy land to 
grow crops for the future, and make the porridge project self-sustaining.  
One way of supporting our work is to come to the concert on November 
29th featured on the front page of Village Voice. If you would like to find 
out more about us, visit our website: www.kasiisiporridge.org  Registered 
UK Charity Number: 1115929.
Kate Wrangham Briggs

The tiny mediaeval church at Caldecote, near Baldock, was chosen 
this year as one of the sites to be visited during ‘Heritage Open days’ on 
September 12th and 13th.      The advance publicity certainly worked 
– on a beautiful warm Saturday over 100 visitors came to admire the 
church, recently extensively re-furbished at considerable cost, paid for 
by the Friends of Friendless Churches.     They came from near and far 
– two from Essex and two from Norfolk!      They learned about the his-
tory of the church from a newly-published ‘Visitor’s Guide’, and sat in 
the sunshine enjoying cream teas provided by the ladies from Newnham 
church down the road.

Do join us for this annual celebration of harvest. If you would like 
to give  some produce to help decorate the church, that would be great. 
It will be sold after the service in aid of the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal. 
Please bring your gifts to the church any time on Friday 2nd or Saturday 
3rd.  Please bring your children’s paintings to Annette Forbes, 18 Francis 
Road, Hinxworth as soon as possible. 

 Ploughman’s Lunch will be served from 12.15 pm. No need to book.  
Just turn up.  The family service should last about 40 minutes.

Caldecote on Heritage Trail

On Sunday, true to English form, 
the weather was awful – very cold 
and very windy – but still they 
came!  Two visitors in particular 
were very welcome.  One was Mrs. 
Dorothy Cox from Letchworth, 
who was baptised and married in 
Caldecote church and subsequently Vivien Smith at the harmonium
became responsible for keeping it clean!    The other was Mrs. Vivien 
Smith from Biggleswade, whose grandmother, Eva Clarke, used to play 
regularly on her harmonium; on her death the family kindly donated it 
to Caldecote Church, and it has now been beautifully restored to full 
working order.     

Donations from visitors will go towards further work on the church, 
and some visitors ‘bought’ the English spring bulbs which will be planted 
in the graveyard.
Peter Robbins 

still they came

http://www.hinxworth.com


Please send all copy and pictures for November Village Voice to 
Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  
email to  fool1@tiscali.co.uk by October 20th. Village Voice is 
published by Forbes Services Ltd, phone 01462 742015. See us 
on the web at hinxworth.com

Well done to Enzo, of 1 Homefield, 
Hinxworth, who was awarded third 
place in this year’s Ashwell Show “Most 
Handsome Dog” competition.

Hannah, daughter of Harry 
and Jill King, married Will, son 
of Andrew and Sherran Chalkley 
Strange on July 27th at Hitchin 
Registry Office. They both at-
tended Ashwell Primary School 
where Will’s mother is a teacher.

They celebrated their wedding 
on July 31st in a Mongolian yurt 
in Harry and Jill’s garden, Chapel 
Street, Hinxworth. We wish them 
every happiness.

On Thursday 
17th September, a 
charity fundraising 
tea party was held 
at Hinxworth Vil-
lage Hall.  The hall 
was decorated in 
purple and white, 
the colours of the 
Lymphoma Asso-

PS. We received this email today from Amie Hull in Fundraising at the 
Lymphoma Association......  “Wow & thank you is all I can say!  £1700 
is fantastic and the photos are wonderful.  The rooms looks lovely and 
the cakes delicious – no wonder you raised so much. Thank you to you, 
your mum and your friends for their support.”  

 Tea Break raises £1200

ciation, cakes were 
generously baked 

Congratulations to Hannah and Will

Handsome Enzo

Bright dog star wows WI meeting
A Bright Star attended our meeting on Thursday 10th September, a 

yellow labrador called Henry. He and his owner Andy Lee, a disabled 
man in a wheelchair, came to talk to us about Dogs for the Disabled. 
This is what Henry is, a highly trained dog who lives with Andy and does 
the work of Andy’s hands and arms.  Andy  suffered severe damage to his 
upper spine in a bicycle accident 15 years ago when he went over  the 
handlebars.  Although wearing a helmet he sustained the injury which 
means that he can now only walk a few steps and has very limited use 
of his hands especially his left one.

training cost £5,000
At the age of a few months Henry went to live with a puppy walker 
until he was old enough at a year old to start his training. This extensive 
training went on for another year at the cost of £5000. He was taught to 
walk to heel or in Andy’s case the side of his wheelchair, while wearing 
his yellow reflective jacket. Henry was not permitted to sniff or lift his 
leg while he had his jacket on as this signified that he was on duty. He 
had to wait until he got home and was let off the lead and given time 
off when he could behave like an ordinary dog.

He was taught to empty and fill the washing machine.  Andy had 
enough movement  to put in the soap and turn it on. Henry learned to 
pick up fallen keys, and crutches, put rubbish in the bin, pick up the 
phone and, if Andy fell, to take him the phone to call for help, or failing 
that,  to continually bark to attract the attention of the neighbours. Last 
but not least, when Andy went to bed Henry climbed on the bed and 
pulled the duvet up until Andy was well covered and then went down 
to his own bed in the kitchen.

a welcome dish of tea
This wonderful animal was a joy to see. He obviously enjoyed what 
he did for his beloved master and wagged his tail all evening especially  
during the tea interval when he was given a large bowl of tea, As Andy 
said, without Henry his life would be very bleak and he was so thankful 
for Dogs for the Disabled.

Next meeting: “Trek to the  Himalayas” by Tony Allen, 7.45 pm 
Village Hall, Hinxworth, Thursday October 8th 2009.
Carol Cheney

£350 for Macmillan Cancer Support 

St Vincent‛s Harvest
St Vincent’s Church, Newnham 
will be celebrating their Harvest 
Festival at 4 pm on Sunday Oc-
tober 11th. The choir of St Mary’s 
Ashwell will join them to make it 
a truly joyful service. Everyone will 
be most welcome.

Villagers flocked to Hinxworth Village Hall on Fridaty September 
25th to join thousands of people across the country in raising money for 
Macmillan Cancer Support . Together we raised £350 from the sale of 
cakes, drinks,dvds and raffle tickets. A huge thank you to everyone who 
came along and to those who helped by making cakes, donating raffle 
prizes. I could not have done it without you.
Michele Jarman

and delivered, raffle prizes donated, helpers gathered, the urn was on, 
all in preparation for the doors to open at 3pm. Within minutes the 
hall was bursting with friends, family and supporters from near and 
far, drinking tea, single estate leaf tea from Ceylon, kindly donated by 
Rochelle Mortier, and sampling delicious food. There were also stalls 
with plants and preserves for sale, photo cards to purchase, as well as  a 
Celebrity Quiz, The Great British Tea Break Quiz and Guess the Weight 
of the cake to try.

 £1700 for Lymphoma Association
 Hayley Benham and Family would like to say an enormous thank you 
to everyone who helped make this a very special occasion. People worked 
tirelessly before, during and after the event to make the afternoon such a 
huge success.  We raised over £1200 at the Tea Party and together with 
donations received we have collected almost £1700 for the Lymphoma 
Association. We are deeply grateful for the support so generously given.  
Thank you.

Winners: Celebrity Quiz – Carolyn Sims; Great British Tea Break 
Quiz – The Three Horseshoes, Bob & Chris Price and Sarah Talks; Guess 
the Weight of the Cake – Audrey Hayden.
The Benhams

amplifier homeless
The Editor still has one Ariston 
stereo 30 watt amplifier in need of 
a good home. Free.  Save it from 
the tip - ring 012462 742015. 



Church Services - OctoberOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Tracy.Kennedy@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
In emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, Bedfordshire 
Police Headquarters switchboard, which is manned around the clock.

Sunday 4th 10.15 am Harvest Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 11th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
                      4 pm Harvest Festival, St Vincent’s Newnham
Sunday 18th 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 25th 9.15 am Parish  Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth, 
             9 .30 am  Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham

Village Walk
Join us for a gentle  walk followed 
by a pub lunch on Friday October 
23rd. Meet at Three Horseshoes, 
Hinxworth at 10.30 am,  

Soup Lunch
October’s soup lunch will be on 
Friday the 9th in Hinxworth Vil-
lage Hall from 12.30 pm  until 2 
pm. All welcome. 

Why not advertise sales and wants, offers or requests for work 
in the pages of Village Voice?   It will cost you nothing at all. 
And, who knows, it might even work. Contact the Editor.

 Police Surgery
October’s Police Surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church 

Hall in Ashwell High Street from 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday 
October 2nd.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Next copy deadline is October 20th
Unusually, because the Editor will be away, the copy deadline will be strict-

ly observed. Please get your copy and pictures in on time for a change!

Vehicle security is very good these 
days – it’s usually the owners who are 
the problem!  

• If possible, garage your car. 
Many people fill their garage with junk 

caring for cars

and leave their £20,000 car on the driveway!
• Modern cars cannot be taken without the keys. Thieves will 

sometimes burgle houses to get them, so do not leave them lying around. 
Take your keys to bed!

• If you have a van, reverse it up to a wall to deter theft of its 
contents.

• Always remove valuables, especially portable sat-navs and lock 
your car – even if it’s kept in the garage. See above – a car thief told me 
recently that one in five cars are not locked!

Away from home
• Lock your vehicle whenever you go to pay for fuel.
• Do not leave valuable items in view, especially wallets, handbags 

and portable sat-navs.

Operation Sentinel results
Hertfordshire Police are continuing to net results in their Operation 
Sentinel campaign to target criminals and illegal drivers in North Hert-
fordshire. The Operation Sentinel Intercept Team, which makes use of 
Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) technology to identify 
vehicles, was out in force in North Herts yesterday (August 12) leading 
to five arrests for offences including possession of Class A drugs and 
making off without payment.

  A 20 year old man from Letchworth was arrested on suspicion of breach-
ing a court order, theft from a motor vehicle, theft from a shop and making 
off with a pedal cycle. He has been released on police bail until September 26. 
    A 23 year old man from Letchworth came to the attention 
of officers after his vehicle showed no insurance, and was ar-
rested for immigration offences. He is currently in police custody.  
         A 21 year old man from Luton was arrested on suspicion of making off 
from a service station in Essex without paying. He was released with a caution.  
   Thirty-one year old Satinder Sekhon from Bayworth, 
Letchworth was arrested and charged with shoplifting and is 
due to appear at Stevenage Magistrates Court on August 26.  
        A 37 year old man from Letchworth was arrested on 
suspicion of possession of Class A drugs and has been released 
on bail until September 21. Results also included the seizure 
of four vehicles and the issue of  seven fixed penalty notices. 

Our current dog 
walker/ minder is retir-
ing from the role at the 
beginning of October 
and we need to find 
someone else to take 
care of George dur-
ing the working week.  
George is a very well 
behaved, gorgeous and 
good looking Westie 
who lives in Chapel 

George needs walker/minder

Street,  …! 

This is a photo of 
the implement found 
early Tuesday Sep-
tember 15th morning 
in Hinxworth High 
Street. I guess it has 
come off a ploughing 
machine or similar.  I 
have it at home so the 
owner can contact me 
on 01462 742048 to 
be reunited.
David Osmond

is this yours?

Saturday 31 October at 
8.30 pm. £1 per person or 
£6, including basket meal.  
Food served from 6.30 pm. 
Prize for the person dressed 
i n  t h e  b e s t  H a l l o w e e n  
c o s t u m e  a n d  p r i z e s  f o r 
t h e  w i n n i n g  q u i z  t e a m . 
Bookings taken on 01462 
742280 or margaretplatten@bt
internet.com.

Three Horseshoes 
Halloween Party

We are looking to cover his ‘care’ on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. This could range from simply letting George out to stretch 
his legs in our garden, to walking him regularly or to taking him home 
with you for a few hours to keep him company.

reliability is key
We would consider a ‘mix and match arrangement’, with different people 
each offering to cover a part of the week, but we do need reliable, com-
mitted individuals.

Please get in touch with Elaine or Jan if you are interested in one or 
all of the days. Contact details below. Rates to be agreed.

Janine.olson-williams@justice.gov.uk 
Elaine.olson-williams@mhllp.co.uk 
Chapel House, Hinxworth, 01462 743209, Jan :07957 113899, 

Elaine: 07979 517224

Bike Ride Success
Thank you to all who sponsored and supported John Cheney, Simon and 
Frances Marlow and Patrick Forbes on their bike ride on September 12th.  
Between them, they  visited over 50 churches and raised over £300  for 
the Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust and St Nicholas Church. 


