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Village Voice
Ponds, Glorious Ponds! 

Over ninety people, across twelve venues, switched their brain cells 
into gear, their memories tuned up and their intelligence polished to take 
part in this year’s Multi-Venue quiz on Saturday March 13. 

Armed with reference books and the internet, friends and families of 
the Hosts spent the evening in excited discussion and animated delibera-
tion resolving the one hundred wide-ranging questions. 

Many congratulations to Claire and Brian Hay’s team who came fi rst, 
to Melanie and Stuart Lillie and Jan and Elaine Olson-Williams’ teams 
who came second equal and to Maureen and Eric Sore and friends who 
won the much cherished Wooden Spoon.

We would like to thank Wendy and Ray Kitchener who gave up their 
evening to help run around and mark the papers. 

Th e quiz raised £785.50 net for the Village Hall (£835.50 gross) 
which is the highest amount raised from this event so far.

Finally, we would like to thank all the hosts and their friends for their 
wonderful support. Our hall is so important to us all and together with 
the support and commitment that the Village Hall Management Com-
mittee receives from so many, it will continue serving our community 
to the very best of its ability.

Th anks again.
Heather and Michael Baim

Quiz@home10 = £785.50 for hall

On June 27, 2010, we are launching Hinxworth’s fi rst “Pond Day”.  
We are doing so in conjunction with thousands of other initiatives around 
the world which are dedicated to celebrating the fabulous biodiversity of 
our planet in response to the United Nations’ 2010 International Year 
of Biodiversity and the United Kingdom’s “Million Ponds Project”.  Th e 
focus of our event will be the rich ecological resource of the many natural 
and man-made ponds in our area.  Th e event will include:
 A walking tour of three beautiful private ponds in Hinxworth, 

under the guidance and ‘pond dipping’ expertise of Rod d’Ayala, advisor 
to the UK Pond Conservation charity and the ‘Million Ponds Project’
 A presentation by Rod and question and answer period in the 

Hinxworth Village Hall. Cakes and beverages will be served
 Th e presence of local professional experts in pond building and 

maintenance and aquatic plants, and conventional nurserymen to help 
you continue the initiative in your own gardens.

endangered habitats
We have all enjoyed the serenity and joy that gazing into a healthy pond or 
lake provokes.  In our walks we experience the seasonal wonders that occur 
as ponds develop through the year.  More importantly to life, research in-
dicates that our planet’s estimated 300 million ponds absorb more carbon 
than all of its oceans, combined!  In the UK there is more biodiversity in 
ponds and lakes than in all our rivers and streams combined!

 Of the million high quality ponds that existed in the UK in 1850, only half 
remain, and of these, a frightening 70% are seriously degraded. Because ponds 
are  essential to the natural richness of our lives, they are now being surveyed and 
protected just as are many other endangered life forms.  Th ese are global eff orts by 
governments, corporations, educational establishments, and agriculturalists.

think globally, act locally!
We invite you to join us for what we hope will become an exciting and 
informative annual tradition in our villages.
 1pm start from Hinxworth Village Hall 
 Group walk to three lovely private ponds in Hinxworth with 

Rod (each approximately 10 minutes apart), “pond dip” and discussion
 4pm approximately, the group returns to Hinxworth Village 

Hall for Rod’s full  presentation, and refreshments  plus joining with 
professional suppliers 
 Tickets, all proceeds to the Hinxworth Village Hall,  on sale as follows: 
Full Day: 1pm Start. Walking Tour, Presentation and Refreshments: 

£6.00 individuals, £16.00 family (3+) 50 tickets only, limited by Rod. 
Part Day 4pm Start. Presentation and Refreshments only: £4.50 individu-
als, £12.00 family (3+), a further 50 tickets available. For tickets, please 
contact us on 07711 822983, or e-mail: linda.butler4@btinternet.com

Links: Pond Conservation: www.pondconservation.org.uk; Million 
Ponds Project: www.pondconservation.org.uk/millionponds; United 
Nations Biodiversity Site: www.cbd.int/2010/welcome 
Linda and Peter Butler

Happy Easter to all our readers 

 Parish Church Meeting
All members of St Nicholas 

Church, Hinxworth, are invited 
indeed required to attend this 
annual meeting at the Church 
on Sunday April 11 at 10.45 
am.Th e above cartoon will not 
be discussed!

Easter welcome
On Good Friday, April 2nd, 

some of us will be walking around 
Hinxworth before meeting at St 
Nicholas Church for a plough-
man’s lunch at 12 pm. At 1 pm 
there will be “Words and Music for 
Good Friday”, lasting until around 
2 pm. Do join us for any or all of 
these. For the walk, we’ll start from 
the church at 11 am.

On Easter Day, there will be 
a Holy Communion service at St 
Vincent’s Church, Newnham at 
9.30 am, and a Family Commun-
ion service at St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth at 10.15 am. You wil 
be made more than welcome at any 
or all these services or events.



Please send all copy and pictures for May Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 
18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, by April 20th. Village 
Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. Please note that my email 
address has changed to fool1@patrickforbes.plus.com

Dates for your diary
April 24th 25th Art Exhibition, Hinxworth Village Hall
April 25th Annual St George’s Day service, St George, Edworth 10 am
April 29th Hinxworth Annual Parish Meeting Village Hall 8 pm
May 9th Ashwell at Home, see columns 3 and 4
May 22nd Hinxworth Big Tidy Up. Meet Village Hall 9.30 am 
June 12th Open Gardens and cream teas
June 27th Newnham Church Lunch, Newnham Hall Cottage
June 27th Hinxworth Village Pond Day. See page 1
July 3rd Party in the Park, Hinxworth Recreation Ground

Hello to the Hales
Farmer Ian Hale was brought up in Clifton. 

“We still farm over there so I go back quite often. 
In 1989 we  bought Dunton Lodge Farm near 
Ashwell. I’m in partnership with my brother and 
my parents. Last year we bought 241 acres of land 
in Hinxworth from the Sheldricks. We’ll be plant-
ing wheat, oil seed rape and spring beans, much as before. We farm in 
rotation. I was brought up on a farm and went to Shuttleworth College. 
I’ve spent a few years working on different farms after I left College and 
I travelled for a bit and worked in Australia.” 

Ian’s wife Katharine teaches full time at 
Ashwell School where she did her gradu-
ate training programme.  They expect to 
move to Hinxworth when they have a new 
farmhouse built at Arbtree off the road 
towards Ashwell, where John Sheldrick 
originally started to put in foundations. 

“We’re not sure yet when we’ll make a start,  we’re waiting to sell our 
house in Ashwell.”

sailing out of Blakeney
Katharine and Ian have two daughters, Thea aged nine and Honor 

aged seven. “Thea loves horse riding and goes up to the Smyths in New 
Inn Road at Hinxworth. I love skiing, have done for around 30 years. 
My main hobby is sailing, mainly on the Norfolk coast. We have an 18 
foot  Dart catamaran dinghy and sail out of Blakeney.  I can sail on my 
own but it’s better to have a crew as it can be a handful in a blow. I lost 
interest for a while but a schoolfriend suggested we went and sailed at 
Grafham Water. We had a few lessons on the Darts there and then in 
the mid 90s I managed to get hold of  one. I keep it in the boatyard at 
Blakeney where you can still launch for free. They’re so light and easy to 
manoeuvre as well as easy to maintain.”

“Hinxworth is a beautiful village and I think it chose us really. We 
have always admired it and know it reasonably well, and the opportunity 
to build there is great. The house will be built using a green oak frame. I 
think the frame will go up quickly, but there are the groundworks to be 
done first, laying services to the site. It’s quite daunting as there’s only 
one chance to get it right.”

We wish them well and look forward to welcoming the Hale family 
to Hinxworth.

The Big Tidy Up
The W.I. in conjunction with ‘Keep Britain Tidy’ is organising a Big 

Tidy Up in and around the Village.  Come and help get your village 
spick and span in time for the Open Gardens event.

Volunteers are needed or the ‘Press Gang’ may call! Sacks, Hi-viz 
tabards, gloves etc. will be provided. If you can spend a couple of hours 
from 9.30am.on Sat. 22nd May, please ring Viv Hughes on 743227. Meet 
at the Village Hall where light refreshments will be served to workers 
during and after the ‘Big Tidy Up’

I enjoy reading Village Voice every month 
and in the March issue I was particularly inter-
ested in the article by Sylvia Scales.  I agree with 
her that coming to Hinxworth was one of “the 
best things we ever did” but my association 
with this village goes back a lot further.

I first came to Hinxworth in the spring of 
1945 when I had a week’s leave from the Army 
just after being commissioned as a junior of-
ficer in the Royal Artillery.   My father, Major 

 Alice Lillie  graduated with an upper second in 
Physiology at Bristol University midway through her 
medical studies. She interrupted her five year course 
to take this degree which she completed in a year.   
Alice also took part in a charity fund-raising 
show, put on by fellow medical students in aid 
of Clic Sargent children’s charity. The show, 
called the Clicendales, raised nearly £14,000. 

Congratulations, Alice

 Ashwell at Home will take place on Sunday May 9th 12 pm to 6pm. 
£5 per adult and free for young people under 16. Any information please 
contact William Bray 07870 316651 or Peter Greener 01462 742956.  
Saturday June 12th marks the opening of our new Resource Centre. This 
will be held in the Museum and Parish Rooms starting at 10 am. Coffee 
and tea will be available together with other interesting attractions for 
all ages.  On Thursday July 8th there is a coach trip to Oxford leaving 
Ashwell Post Office 9 am, price £14. If interested please contact Karen 
Mills 01462 742155  or  Hilary Masham 01462 742416    

News from Ashwell Museum

My Village 

Charles Fair DSO, was nearing retirement from teaching at Haileybury 
College, near Hertford.  He had seen in The Times a sales advertisement 
for a house here in Chapel Street.  Because petrol was still rationed we 
hadn’t enough to drive here and you couldn’t take a hired car for more 
than twenty miles, so we took one as far as Stevenage where May Cle-
ments from Hinxworth met us with her taxi.  As we neared the village a 
mist enveloped us and, by the time we reached Cammocks, we couldn’t 
see the bottom of the garden from the house.  However, we immediately 
fell for this Tudor cottage and when asked I said, “Go on, Dad!  Buy it!”   
When my father wrote a cheque for a deposit of 10% of the asking price 
he sighed, “This is the biggest cheque I have ever written,” as he wrote 
one for £370!  A new Morris car bought in 1937 had cost him £270!

from the army to university 
My parents didn’t move here until the spring of 1946, by which time the 
Army had sent me to India.  I returned to Cammocks in October 1947, 
in time to go up to Cambridge University.  My parents loved the house 
and were soon involved in village life.  My father became churchwarden 
and my mother was an active member of the WI.  Sadly, my father died 
suddenly just after I came down from Cambridge in 1950, but Cammocks 
remained my mother’s home for another 25 years.  Whilst teaching at 
Berkhamsted School it was very easy for me to visit her often and, from 
the mid-1960s onwards, bring the whole family.

Hinxworth vs Berkhamsted
I really miss the village cricket team.  The first game I played here was 
actually against the village when the author Monica Dickens, who lived  
at Bury End, asked me to captain a side she organized to play the village 
team.  After she moved away, I brought a staff cricket team annually from 
Berkhamsted:  a popular  event , as Albert Stanton would confirm.  After 
my mother died we had to let the house until I retired from teaching, 
when our family happily returned to live in “Granny’s cottage”.  We great-
ly enjoy the friendship of so many people in Hinxworth and Edworth, 
the variety of buildings and the many events that go on here.
Reggie Fair



Hinxworth Parish Council
The Parish Council met on Friday March 5th. All councillors and the 

Clerk were present except Les Whitfield who sent his apologies.
Planning. The Council considered the planning application for 

“Ogles”, High Street, Hinxworth, SG7 5HQ and voted unanimously 
in favour of the application.

Highways.  There are further issues to be addressed including 
potholes, particularly in Francis Road where the pothole opposite the 
entrance to the village hall is now a hazard.

Bury End Pond: Despite Hertfordshire Highways having twice 
jetted the blocked gully, this pond has continually flooded the Ashwell/
Hinxworth Road for over three weeks, and in sub-zero temperatures 
this presents a serious danger. The Parish Council wants proper remedial 
action to be taken immediately.

Village Hall. Paul Watler has organised the scraping of the surface 
of the car park as preparation for spreading planings when the weather 
permits. The cost has yet to be authorised. This will be agreed at a spe-
cially convened meeting.

Allotments: Paul Watler presented a series of nine proposals to the 
meeting seconded by Yvonne Tookey for adoption before the lease is 
signed by the Council.  As the Council had not seen these proposals before 
the meeting, it was agreed that they would be discussed and voted on at 
a specially convened meeting. This took place on March 19th.

Date of the Next Meeting: Wednesday March 31st at 8.00pm in the 
Village Hall.  The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Thursday 
April 29th at 8.00 pm.
Simon Marlow

Lecturer wows members
“Brilliant, entertaining and educational, enjoyed every minute”; “An 

excellent tutor and entertainer”; “What a wide range of skills”.  These 
were just some of the comments about Curtis Tappenden, an artist from 
Brighton who came to hold a workshop for us in early March.  As well as 
being a superb artist he also entertained us by reciting his own poems.  It 
was evident that he is a very gifted teacher from the way he demonstrated 
painting a picture of the Brighton Pavilion in the morning followed by 
explaining different techniques and styles.  In the afternoon he helped 
us with our own paintings produced from photos and by the end of the 
day, which passed all too quickly, we were all quite pleased with our ef-
forts which isn’t always the case!  We hope that Curtis with his colourful 
and humorous personality will be able to visit us again.  Budding artists 
watch this space for the chance to join us at his next workshop.  
Betty Thorn, Secretary

Art Exhibition Hinxworth & Edworth Village Hall
Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th April, 10 am to 4 pm

Local artists will be showing works in watercolour and other painting 
media as well as ceramics and photography. Most of the artworks will 
be for sale and some of the pieces will be works-in-progress to give you 
an idea of the different stages involved in creating a painting or other 
work of art.

Children in the Village Voice catchment area are invited to submit 
– free of charge – artworks for display but not for sale. Please contact 
Audrey Clare on 01462 742820 for an entry form. Please note that the 
deadline for submitting the form is 14th April. So please act soon! 

Admission to the exhibition is free and cakes and refreshments are 
available to purchase. We look forward to seeing you. 
Annie Hull

 Wimpole Farmers Market  operates once a month on the second Saturday 
from 11am to 3pm in the Stable Block at Wimpole Hall.  Entry to the 
market is totally free and over the last few months we have grown to 
around 18 traders and there are lots of foods to try before you buy: 
beef; lamb; organic baker; cakes; honey; pork; beer; cheeses; free range 
eggs; chickens and ducks; organic vegetables; ready meals using produce 
from the market; specialist teas and locally roasted coffee; hand made 
chocolates; apple juice; fresh and smoked fish from Lowestoft; wild 
game; hand made soap and creams; locally processed olives; salad and 
soft fruit in season.

 If there is anyone in your village keen to have a stall at the market 
and who produce an item we don’t already cover we would be delighted 
to hear from them. All details about our market are found at www.
farmers.fayres.co.uk
Jan Lupton, organiser

Wimpole Farmers Market

Ashwell Music Festival
Ashwell’s famed Music Festival returns 

next month. There isn’t space to include 
the whole programme in this edition, but 
the highlights are: Foden’s Band, England’s 
highest ranking band in 2009 playing on 
May 22nd; Cantate, the leading young 
choir singing on May 23rd. On May 25th 
there will be a concert featuring local young 
musicians from Ashwell and from Knights Templar School. On May 
27th a concert will feature both classical and jazz music with the James 
Pearson Jazz Trio and young viola player Cassandra Mansi. On May 
29th famed Queen tribute band The Bohemians, pictured above, will 
play and sing.

Booking in advance is recommended  using the booking form on 
the festival flyer or by downloading  from the Festival site www.ash-
wellmusicfestival.org.uk and sent with a cheque, payable to ‘St. Mary’s 
Ashwell’, and a SAE to: Olive and Pat Holmes,Westwinds, The Green, 
Steeple Morden, SG8 0ND.

‘University Challenged‛ take prize 
 A big thank you to everybody who came to the quiz and made it such a 

success.  We had a total of 18 teams who took part and we raised £585 in to-
tal.  The winners were Frank and Sandy’s team ‘University Challenged’.

Thank you to Letchworth Garden Square shopping centre for sponsor-
ing the hall and part of the first prize. Also big thanks to all those who 
helped on the evening, made donations or contributed a raffle prize and  
all those who helped to tidy up at the end of the evening, we were all 
very grateful for not having to go back on Sunday. And thanks for an  
anonymous gift of some soaps.  Without all of these people the evening 
would not have been possible. Sadly there isn’t enough space to mention 
them all - Editor.

   Letchworth Garden Square Shopping centre have kindly taken ACT, 
Addenbrooks Charitable Trust, on as their charity for the year, so the quiz 
night proceeds and any other monies raised throughout the year by them 
and myself will go towards ACT - Breast Cancer.  The next event is in 
April with the bric-a- brac stalls – see page 4 for details – and the Barn  
Dance on October 30th. Thanks again for your ongoing support. 
Helene Donohoe 

http://www.farmers.fayres.co.uk
http://www.farmers.fayres.co.uk


Church Services - AprilOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

Friday 2nd  1 pm Words and Music for Good Friday, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 4th 9.30 Easter Communion St Vincent’s Newnham
Sunday 4th 10.15 am Easter Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 11th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 18th 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 25th 10.00 am Parish Eucharist St George’s, Edworth               
        9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham 

 Police Surgery
May’s  surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Ashwell 
High Street 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday May 7th.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

soup lunch
April’s soup lunch will be in 
Hinxworth Village Hall on Friday, 
April  16th 12.30 - 2 pm. All are 
very welcome. 

village walk
Join us for a  walk  followed by 
lunch in a pub on Friday April 30th. 
Meet outside the Three Horseshoes, 
Hinxworth at 10.30 am.

adult tricycle
Free to good home - Adult Tricy-
cle (make - Ken Rogers) in good 
condition; has shopping basket 
attached. Please contact Pauline 
Lambourne 01462 743234.

To let....holiday home in Crete. 
Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, 
three balconies.  All mod. cons.  
Panoramic views of mountains and 
olive groves.  Beaches five minutes.  
Local shops and tavernas.  For 
more information.com/coolit
 contact Betty & Ed Thorn 01462 

Crete holidays

Ashwell Flea Market
 Saturday 17th April, 9.30am 

to 1pm at St.Mary’s Church. 
Please bring donations for the 
Market to the Church on Thursday 
or Friday, 15th and 16th April.   
Contact Claire Lewis 743339 or the 
Churchwardens 743050 or 742730.   
We regret that we cannot take 
clothes or electrical goods but 
anything else is welcome.

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday 3rd April at 10.30am. 
Meet at the Rectory in Hodwell, 
Ashwell.  Refreshments and story 
afterwards in the PCR.  This event 
is ideally suited to under 7’s.

Ashwell Playgroup
Open week May 10th - 14th.
If your child was born between 
September 2007 and August 2008 
and you would like to find about 
what Ashwell Playgroup has to 
offer, please come and visit us at 
Ashwell Village Hall on Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday 
between 9.45 and 11.15 am. To 
book a slot, please ring Jo at Play-
group on 01462 742541 or leave a 
message on 01462 742090. 

Criminals will find it even harder to offend in Hertfordshire as more 
people are working with the police by signing up to Neighbourhood 
Watch, making the county a hostile place for would-be offenders. 

The number of Neighbourhood Watch schemes has increased to 
8177, with over a thousand launched in the past year. With an average 
of 15 people for every scheme, there are 120,000 pairs of eyes and ears 
helping keep the county a safer place. 

going from strength to strength
Superintendent Dave Wharton, who leads for Neighbourhood Watch, 
said: “I’m delighted that Neighbourhood Watch is going from strength 
to strength in the county and that local people are working with the 
police to fight crime.  Our involvement with Neighbourhood Watch 
complements our work with Hertfordshire County Council and local 
councils to understand crime and the other issues that matter to people 
and then to address them. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
those people who are involved in Neighbourhood Watch and are making 
it such a success.” 

Neighbourhood Watch members are needed in Newnham in The 
Green, Ashwell Road, Newnham Road, Caldecote Road. In Hinxworth 
roads needing more members are Ashwell Road, New Inn Road, 
Hinxworth Road and High Street. If you would like to join Neighbour-
hood Watch or would like more information please contact Watch 
Liaison Officer (WLO) Penny Knapper or PCSOs Amy Rainbird and 
Chris Brabrook.

Neighbourhood Watch 
helps Police make 

Hertfordshire a no-go 
zone for criminals

skateboarders raise 
£340 for Haiti

Charlie Moynihan, Aldo Lug-
geri and Charlie McCarthy from  
Ashwell School skateboarded from 
Ashwell to Baldock and raised 
£340 for Haiti. Congratulations 
to all three of them.

Tractor road run
On Sunday April 25th 2010 

Ashwell Vintage Tractor Road Run 
will be having their lunch stop at 
The Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth 
this year.

We will be starting in Shingay 
at 10.30am and I plan to be in 
Hinxworth by 12 noon and leave 
again by 1.30pm, then head off to-
wards Edworth and back to Shin-
gay for tea and finish by 4pm. 

Hopefully there will be over 20 
of us and this will be the 10th Road 
Run I have organised. We pay to 
go on it and any money raised on 
the day will go to a charity. 

All I ask is please do not let any 
children climb onto the tractors 
before asking the owners. They 
are not toys and you could damage 
yourself or them. 

I look forward to meeting some 
of you on the day and hope the sun 
is shining as we will be driving our 
tractors about 25 miles. Any dona-
tions will be gratefully received.  
John Cheney

Clear out in April can help beat Breast Cancer
Do you have any bric-a-brac you want to get rid of? Are you clearing out 
your attic or garage? Do you have any crafts or plants you want to sell? 
Then book your stall in Letchworth Garden Square Shopping Centre. 
Only £10 a pitch, all pitch proceeds going to Breast Cancer. For date 
preference and further details, call Helene Donohoe on 01462 743213. 
and book your spot now.

Francis Road shock
Plans have been drawn up to 

instal lockable gates at the High 
Street end of Francis Road to pre-
vent large vehicles damaging verges 
and to deter visitors who don’t like 
using the village hall car park.

3 Horseshoes News
St George’s Day Quiz on Friday 

23rd April 8 pm, £7 including 
food. Red and white fancy dress 
theme is optional but there will 
be a prize for the best dressed!  As 
always a cash prize will be awarded 
to the winning team. Will dragons 
be welcome, we wonder? - Editor

Easter Weekend bookings now 
being taken.

Celebrating St George
We will be celebrating Eng-

land’s Patron Saint, Saint George, 
at St George’s Church Edworth 
at 10 am on Sunday April 25th. 
There will be no service at St 
Nicholas Church Hinxworth that 
day. This is your once in a year 
chance to worship in this gem of a 
church, sadly now redundant and 
out of regular use.


