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Village Voice
Getting there

Before we moved to Hinxworth twelve years ago this month, villagers 
said, “look out for your next door neighbour, she’ll have you running all 
over the place for her.” Th ey were right. She did. We drove here, there and 
almost everywhere, rescuing her from pubs, picking up prescriptions. We 
dreaded the phone calls, occasionally dreamed of moving elsewhere.

So why on earth am I fl oating the idea of a simple community 
transport scheme for these villages? Not necessarily because I’m getting 
older, though that is inescapably true. But because I love living here and 
wouldn’t ever want to move. One day I will be too old to drive, and we’ll 
still need to eat, go shopping, attend the surgery or hospital, church. 
Wouldn’t it be great if there was  a simple system in place which would 
mean we could stay here?

everyone wins
I know that we have great neighbours who would help if they could, but 
some people fi nd it diffi  cult to ask for help. If there was a list of people 
who didn’t mind being asked to help out with the odd lift here or there, 
the occasional prescription being collected, a bit of shopping done, 
would it work?  We had something similar years ago in Th amesmead, 
South London. We called it the Good Neighbour Scheme and it was a 
huge help. Everybody won. People were helped, volunteers were valued 
and met people they might not otherwise have done. Yes, it was a large 
housing development but not many people lived there when the scheme 
was established.

Because no money would change hands, there would be no insur-
ance implications. If we made a start with volunteer drivers, maybe the 
scheme could devlop into a more comprehensive scheme with volunteers 
ready to help in minor emergencies. Write in and let Village Voice know 
what you think.
Patrick Forbes

 Battle of Britain Anniversary Dance
Many will dance to celebrate the few.

Saturday 4th September 7.30 pm in 
Hinxworth Village Hall. Dancing to Peter 
Chapman’s Jazz Band playing a selection 
of big band sounds from the 1940s. To 
include supper and with a licensed bar, a 
bargain at £12.50.  Tickets available from: 
Claire Hay 01462 742477, or Helene 
Donohoe 01462 743213 or Sylvia Scales 
01462 742505.

Come to Newnham between 3pm and 6 pm to help raise 
money for St Vincent Church, Newnham. Th ere will be 
dodgems (Hurrah-Editor), microlight rides, ice cream, food 
and drink. All families and friends are very welcome. For 

Dodgems for St Vincent
This Saturday July 31st!

more information ring Trish Farr on 01462 
742815. When you get into Newnham look 
for the yellow signs

Th is year’s revival was as great a success as its predecessors. We changed 
the format so that people brought their own food and drinks and as a 
result the evening was very relaxed and informal.

glow sticks
Th e band ‘Jigsaw’ played for most of the evening and saw the return 
of Charlie Th ackway, fl ying in especially from France!  Th anks too to 
Les Whitfi eld for playing music in between. Th e surprise success of the 
evening was the glow sticks.  It was wonderful to see the creativity of 
the kids who made all sorts of things from balls to masks and jewellery. 
As it got later and the light faded it was great fun to see disembodied 
glow shapes dancing around the rec.Th anks to everyone who came and 
helped us make £400 for Music Th erapy.
Sylvia Scales

Party in the Park 



Dates for your diary
August 13th Soup lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
August 15th Bury Fun Day, St Pauls Waldenbury, see page 1
September 4th 1940s Dance, Hinxworth Village Hall
September 11th Art lecture, Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 3
September 9th WI  meeting 7.45 pm Hinxworth Village Hall
September 18th coach trip to London see page 4
September 24 Macmillan Coffee Morning - see September Voice

Caldecote Church Friends enjoyed another successful Fuchsia Festival 
on July 10th and 11th.   St Mary Magdalene  Church, was again the venue 
for an enjoyable day out for the community.

The flowers, arranged by the Beds and Herts Fuchsia Society, looked 
beautiful and drew envious comments from gardeners.

The weather was warm and sunny, visitors came in a steady flow, the 
homemade scones with jam and cream sold like hot cakes (!) and it really 
was a most enjoyable event.

Caldecote fuchsias bloom

On Wednesday 21st July, Hinxworth 
& Edworth WI. enjoyed an interesting 
and entertaining evening at Simply Oak, 
Biggleswade.

28 members including family and 
friends were first given a guided tour of 
the ground floor showroom. Most of the 
furniture on display dates from 1860 to 
the 1940s.

Several interesting items were pointed 
out. These included an over-carved grand-
father clock and a nun’s chair. All restora-

It turned out that even though 
we had a 7.30am start, there was 
no rush. In fact it was a case of 
hand over your start card, get a 
map, queue at the traffic lights and 
go. We started at about 8am.

The ride didn’t start too well. 
There were lots of cyclists every-
where and a lot of traffic. Because 

 All members of the small committee were involved in preparing and 
maintaining the welcome stand and the refreshment tent, with the help 
of loyal supporters. 

 visitor from South Africa
Pre-publicity was effective, and the visitors came not only from the lo-
cal area, but from far afield – even one from South Africa!    Although 
numbers were somewhat down from previous occasions, since many other 
local events were taking place on the same days, the Friends made a nett 
profit of over £800,  all of which will go towards the cost of  several minor 
refurbishments and one major repair, the tower roof, still to be done.
Peter Robbins

 WI visits Simply Oak

tion work is carried out on the premises together with the manufacture 
of new oak tables.

delicious meal and gruesome kit
The tour was followed by a delicious meal in the Oaks Restaurant, which 
commands lovely views over the Bedfordshire countryside. Several weird 
and wonderful items had been placed on our tables and we had great fun 
deciding what they were used for. Animal restrainers and a gruesome bit 
of kit for a hip operation were among them! More grey cells were put to 
use for the quiz that followed. We then had the opportunity of wandering 
around the adjacent emporium. This contains a vast collection of antiques 
and collectables to suit all pockets. Many gave into temptation to part 
with their money and the rest of us vowed to make a return visit.

Our President, Heidi, wished everyone a good holiday and reminded 
members to keep a record of their walking, swimming and cycling for 
the ‘WI. Tri’.

The next meeting will be on the 9th Sept. in the Village Hall when 
the talk will be, A ‘Life’ in the Day of a Coroner. All welcome.
Viv Hughes 

Sheila Murray and mystery object

Please send all copy and pictures for SeptemberVillage Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 
Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, by August 20th. Village Voice is published 
by Forbes Services Ltd and can be read at www.hinxworth.info Email address for all 
copy and pictures is fool1@patrickforbes.plus.com  

London-Cambridge by bike makes £650

we usually cycle country roads, London cycling is a little intimidating! 
One driver in a red car was very angry at the number of cyclists obstruct-
ing his passage and deliberately drove so close that he nearly touched our 
handlebars and tried to knock us off and others down the road.

beauty gives way to pain
Weather conditions started out perfect, cool and cloudy with no notice-
able wind. The route took us from Picketts Lock through Sewardstone, 
Waltham Abbey, Much Hadham, the Pelhams and then further on 
through Whittlesford and  Haslingfield. Beautiful villages, lovely coun-
tryside and glorious views soon took a very subordinate place to the pain. 
We had got to 35 miles, which was just further than we had ever gone on 
a training run, and I was thinking this is okay when my knees began to 
kill me at every revolution. So I must admit that the last 25 miles were 
not much better than an endurance test. By this time the weather was 
gorgeous too but rather hot for this activity!

At about ten miles to go it was a case of  ‘we have to finish this, rather 
than we’re enjoying this’. Once we got to the edge of Cambridge though, 
we both picked up a bit and arrived across the finish line at 2pm!

would we do it again?
So in total it took us six hours including all the stops we made, which 
we were both very proud of!  We have so far raised over £650 for Break-
through BreastCancer between the two of us and would like to say: 
Thank you to all our sponsors on and off line! Would we do it again? 
No! We would also like to say a big thank you to all the cyclists and the 
police officers that would come past, read our names and cheer us on! If 
it wasn’t for all those people, the ride wouldn’t have been as interesting 
and we needed the morale boost near the end. So it was well worth get-
ting the personalised T-shirts!
Victoria and Sylvia Scales

The Big Lunch

The sun shone for The Big Lunch at St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth 
on Sunday July 18th. Over 40 villagers, children and one dog shared a 
picnic lunch, an increase on the 25 who came last year. The Big Lunch, 
an idea of Tim Smit of the Eden Project, attracted some million people 
to Big Lunches all over the UK. Maybe next year we could welcome even 
more people and perhaps have some informal local music made - there 
are a number of musicians in these villages. Thank you to all who came 
and all who helped organise the event.



Calling all art lovers!
The Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall Management Committee 

and the Hinxworth Art Society are proud to present “Salvador Dali 
explained” -  an evening hosted by Professor Anthony Slinn, that well 

Bob Smyth 1917 - 2010
Bob Smyth died peacefully at 

home in Edworth on July 13th. 
St George’s Church, Edworth was 
packed to the walls for his funeral on 
July 23rd. We print below a précis of  
what his son Anthony Smyth said at 
that service. 

“Well, what a man. What an 
innings! 92 very good years and I’m 
sure when he left us he had no regrets 
at all. He was a quiet, private man, 

not given to anything loud, gaudy or showy. He certainly packed a whole 
range of things into his life and I can’t imagine there could be anyone at 
any time who didn’t like Bob, a gentleman right down to his socks.”

an all rounder
“It all started across the lawn at the Manor in 1917, the youngest of 
three brothers. He had a fairly conventional schooling, prep school, 
Haileybury and then Reading University. He excelled at all sports, es-
pecially rugby, but he was a real all rounder. He played a decent game 
of tennis, cricket and I even recall stories of him playing ice hockey on 
fields flooded and frozen in Bedford. I well remember the cricket net we 
had at the Rectory where Robert and I spent hours at play, me trying 
to perfect the Chinaman and Robert bowling seam up or something. I 
cannot recall either of us bowling Father out - his wicket was not one 
to be given away lightly.”

“He played two seasons for Bedford Rugby Club before the war and 
three after. He took quiet pride in being a member of 1938/39 Bedford 
team which included several full internationals and carried almost all 
before them in one of Bedford’s best ever teams, and he was only 21 at 
the time! A Times rugby correspondent thought Bob might be in line 
for an England trial.”

sheltered by Emilio
“The war years were grim but at least he survived, unlike his brother 
David. He was captured in 1942 and spent the rest of the war in prisoner 
of war camps or on the run. He escaped twice and was let out once but 
recaptured three times. An Italian farmer Emilio harboured Father high 
above Genoa while he was on the run. Bob returned after the war to 
thank him. Emilio named his son Roberto after Father.”

“After the war Bob returned to Edworth and farmed with his brother 
Thomas for the next 40 years. On October 18th 1949 he married Caroline, 
a marriage that lasted 60 years and probably defined Father more than 
anything else. Together at the Old Rectory they created an atmosphere and 
family life second to none. As well as looking after Robert and me, they 
were guardians to no fewer than six children whose parents were relatives 
working abroad in mostly hotter foreign climes. We affectionately referred 
to them as the Tropical Plants. It is no surprise to see some of them here 
today, such is the love and esteem they feel towards Bob.”

a passion for hunting
“November, the start of the hunting season, was very important to Father. 
He loved hunting with a passion, having hunted into his 70s when he had 
to stop riding. I doubt there is a nook or cranny in the Cambridgeshire 
countryside that he didn’t know by heart. The meet he hosted every year 
in Edworth was a highlight in his year.”

“His other great love was National Hunt Racing. Many a time I 
heard him say, “We’re coming home on Saturday, but we might just pop 
into Taunton, Plumpton, Stratford or wherever on the way home.” But 
Cheltenham was his favourite, and this year marked the 50th successive 
festival that they had attended - some record!”

a family man
“Above all else he was a family man and always took a great interest in his 
five grandchildren, and now his one great grandchild. My time is up and 
Father would be thinking, ‘sit down boy, they’ve already heard more than 
enough about me.’”

known painter and art  raconteur 
whose evenings are so sought after 
and who offers humour, recordings 
and visual tricks. A truly unique 
evening not to be missed!  Saturday 
September 11th – Hinxworth and 
Edworth Village Hall – 7.30pm 
for 8.00 pm – tickets £7.50 – bar 
and raffle available.

For tickets or further information please contact Heather or Michael 
Baim on 01767 315094 or royal_penguin@hotmail.com Proceeds will 
be equally divided between the Hall and  the Art Society  so don’t wait 
for the rush – get your tickets now!

We had a bright, hot summer 
day for our event and a wonderful 
turn-out.  Our pond tour took us 
to the ponds at Linda and Peter 
Butler’s, Julie and Chris Benham’s 
and John and Jo Mills’ homes.  At 
each pond careful “pond dipping” 
was conducted by our superb con-
servationist guide, Rod d’Ayala, 
with surprising, beautiful  and 
completely different discoveries at 

Pond Day Raises £405 for Village Hall 

each venue.  Rod provided insightful information about such things as the 
definition of what a true pond was, the huge amount of biodiversity that 
lives in and around the waters, and what all of us can do to protect these 
often struggling habitats, which are now registered as “protected” natural 
treasures.  Once back at the Village Hall, Rod gave a great presentation 
on all aspects of “pond life” and a large selection of high quality written 
information was provided free of charge in packs donated by such sources 
as the UK Pond Conservation Charity, University College London, the 
RSPB, Natural England and the British Dragonfly Society, all of whom 
had endorsed the event.

thanks to all involved
The day closed with a raffle, and the enjoying of beverages and wonderful 
homemade cakes.  We wish to give special thanks to all of our generous 
sponsors, our gracious pond venue hosts, and to all of those who attended 
and made the  day  such a  grand success  and such fun!                         
 Linda Butler   

Lucy and the Cup Cakes
No, not the latest girl band. Lucy 

Preece is in her last year of a four year 
course at Salford University studying 
prosthetics and orthotics, “a very different 
and interesting career.  I started baking cup 
cakes years ago, and baked loads at the 
end of my last hospital placement. I got a 
really good recipe book and then started 
making up my own. I can bake 12 large 
or 24 small cup cakes at a time. Charges 
can be negotiated but, say, around £1 for 
the large ones, 50p for small ones.” Lucy, 
who is Biddy Sheldrick’s granddaughter, also offers a babysitting service. 
“I have been  CRB cleared for working with children in hospital. When I 
finish at Salford I will be working in Dudley.” If you want to sample her 
amazing cupcakes or book some babysitting, you’ll have to be quick. She 
returns to university in mid September. Her mobile number is 077462 
15361 and her email address is lucypreece_05@hotmail.co.uk

mailto:royal_penguin@hotmail.com


Church Services - AugustOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

 Police Surgery
August’s surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall, 
Ashwell High Street 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday August 6th. 

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Soup Lunch
August’s soup lunch will be in 
Hinxworth Village Hall on Friday, 
August 13th 12.30 - 2 pm. All are 
very welcome as usual. 

Village Walk
No village walk is scheduled for August 
due to lack of walkers in recent months. 
Contact Yvonne Tookey if interested in 
further walks - 01462-742439 

August 1st 10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas Hinxworth
August 8th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth
August 15th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth
August 22nd  9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent Newnham
August 29th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth 

          
I have been passed the following extract 

from an EFDC Environmental Services bulletin 
regarding the disposal of waste which contains 
two interesting aspects worthy of note.

Waste Disposal

Firstly, if you employ any person or company to remove any waste 
from your farm or household, you need to ensure that they are a registered 
waste carrier and that you take their waste carrier number.

Secondly, and much more crucially; if waste is disposed of unlawfully 
on land, it is not essential to catch the person actually dumping it for 
proceedings to take place. If from the waste itself you can determine the 
source, Environmental Services can take out a prosecution against the 
originator even if he/she alleges they have employed a third person to 
dispose of the waste but did not use a registered waste carrier. With fly 
tipping, I would suggest, this would normally be the case

irrigation piping thefts
 We have been told by Norfolk that there is a growing trend there of thefts 
of irrigation channelling/piping from fields.  Can I please advise you to 
consider the type of irrigation feeds you buy with this in mind, and to 
be wary of any activity around existing metal pipe work.  Happily, we 
have had no such reports thus far, but it might be worth reviewing access 
routes onto land etc where you do have metal pipe work in place.

charity clothing collection scams
Many of you, like me, will have been bombarded with charity clothing 
collection bags recently. Can I please highlight two problems with giving 
your clothing to charity in this way.

1. Many of these registered charities pass on a proportion of their 
earnings. If you don’t recognise the charity name, read the small print 
on the bag – it will often state that they give a contribution  towards the 
charity they are collecting on behalf of, or offer “affordable” clothing 
to those in the third world.  On top of this, one even has the cheek to 
specify that they only want only good quality items!  

2. Lesser known “charity clothing collections” seem to have a sixth 
sense about when more reputable ones are collecting, and often manage 
to put their bags out at around the same time, so that they can collect 
all the bags left out, some of which will have been intended for different 
collectors.

Please be sure that your kind intentions are being carried out. If 
you donate your clothing to charity, you presumably want someone 
less fortunate to benefit (and not someone who makes a business out of 
massaging the truth).

We have a range of highly reputable Charity shops in our town centres 
that have a proven track record for doing excellent work in both the third 
world and locally, employing local people (and volunteers) and passing 
on all their profits to their respective causes.  

Would all those interested 
please note that Hinxworth Indoor 
Bowling Club will be returning 
to the carpet during the month 
of August. Thursday afternoon 
sessions will start on the 26th, 2 
pm to 4 pm; and Tuesday evening 
Bowlers will start on the 31st, 7.30 
to 9.30pm.

all welcome
All who turn up will be made most 
welcome. You don’t have to live in 
Hinxworth to be a member and 
there is no age limit. Young or old, 
male or female, everybody plays 
on equal terms. If you would like 
any further information please tel-
ephone me on 01462 742439.
John Tookey

Carpet Bowls
The Friends of Ashwell Village 

Museum are arranging the fol-
lowing events. A  Coach Trip to 
London Saturday 18th September. 
London Open House weekend.    
Leaving Ashwell post Office 9am 
and returning from London at 
4 pm Price £13. Please Contact 
Karen Mills 01462 742155 or 
Hilary Masham 01462 742416.

archaeology talk
The Archaeology of Ashwell 

and its Surroundings by Keith 
Fitzpatrick Mathews Archaeology 
Officer North Herts Museums. 
An illustrated talk at URC hall, 
Ashwell on  Wednesday October 
20th 8pm. Admission £3.

Museum Events

Copy Date August 20th - don‛t be late!

While the priest is away
Until a successor is found for 

parish priest Simon Chambers, 
please contact me or your church-
wardens for any pastoral help, 
baptisms, weddings, funerals, 
hospital visits. We’ll do whatever 
we can to help.

4th Sunday change
The Communion service on the 

fourth Sunday of the month will be a 
joint Newnham/Hinxworth service 
at St Vincent’s Church, Newnham at 
9.30 am until further notice. 
Patrick Forbes

What better way to celebrate 
the Olympics and the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee, than to throw 
a ball!

Saturday 14th July 2012 – 
7.30pm, Edworth barn.  Tickets 
are limited to 100.  For more in-
formation, please contact Victoria 
Scales on 742 505.

Jubilee Ball

Bury Fun Day and 
open gardens

Sunday 15th August at St 
Paul’s Waldenbury, Whitwell SG4 
8BP 12 noon to 4 pm. £5 adults, 
children under 16 free. Free car 
parking. Bring a picnic and enjoy 
the grounds, various attractions 
and stalls. This is a charity event 
to raise awareness and funding to 
gain more support for sufferers of 
dementia and their carers in as-
sociation with 

Simon‛s tankard

Simon Chambers was present-
ed with an engraved tankard at his 
last service in St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth on July 18th.

picture Brenda Smith

Village Voice does not generally accept fliers for distribution as 
they call in question the reason for having Village Voice itself


