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Village Voice

Ashwell Christmas Fair
Th is will take place in  St.Mary’s Church on Saturday, 4th December 

from 9.30 – 1.00pm. Stalls, exhibitions, craft demonstrations and much 
more. Th e Choir will sing carols and refreshments will be available. Th e 
Museum will be open and the Brazil 2011 Team will be in the Parish Church 
Room. Proceeds of the Fair will go to the Church Restoration Fund.

Please send all copy and pictures for January Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 
Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, by December 15th . Village Voice 
is published by Forbes Services Ltd and can be read at www.hinxworth.info 
Email address for all copy and pictures is fool1@patrickforbes.plus.com  

Sing-along-carols, mulled wine and mince pies in the Pub on Monday 
20th December 9 pm. Proceeds to Crisis At Christmas. 

Carol singers calling....
Th e Hinxworth carol singers will be singing around the village on 

Sunday 12th of December in aid of the charity Toybox. Th is charity aims 
to help get children off  the streets of Latin American countries. where 
circumstances have forced them to live in appalling conditions, and give 
them a new start in life. Everyone is invited to sing along with us. We will 
meet at the Th ree Horseshoes at 3 p.m and aim to fi nish back there at 
4.30 p.m. For more information ring Betty Th orn on 01462 742858.

....and in the Three Horseshoes

Ceramics Open Studio – Sunday 5th December
My studio will be open on Sunday 5th December from 11 am to 4 

pm. You are welcome to come along to browse or to buy ceramic vessels 
from my latest production. Th ere will be mulled wine and home-made 
Danish Christmas cookies. Hope to see you this Christmas at my studio, 
West Barn, Hinxworth Place. 
Annie Hull

Childrens Christmas Party
Monday 20th December, 4-6pm, Village Hall

Once again there will be a Christmas party for our children to enjoy. 
Tickets are £6 per child to include a snack tea and entertainment from 
‘Smarty Arty’.  Father Christmas has accepted an invitation to join us 
but he’s asked that this year, if you’d like your child to receive a present 
could you please provide it (wrapped and labelled) and bring it along 
to the party.Please purchase your tickets by 16th December from Annie  
Cullen on 01462 742102
Michele Jarman

Soup lunch alert shock horror
December’s Soup Lunch in Hinxworth Village Hall will be on Friday 

December 3rd from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. It’s on the front page because 
of the late publication of December’s Village Voice and the lunch being 
earlier in the month than usual. All welcome. See you there?

 Wedding of the year?

It was certainly Newnham’s wedding of the year - indeed it was Newn-
ham’s only wedding. Daren Gaunt and Helen Pollard, grand-daughter 
of Sheila Rosendale, were married at St Vincent’s Church on November 
6th. Outside a shoot was in progress, and some have reported  that one of 
the shoot’s guests was Princess Eugenie. No-one at the wedding was shot, 
unless by one of the many photographers both amateur and professional. 
We wish Daren and Helen a long and happy married life.

picture: Blessings Photography

St Nicholas Hinxworth Patronal Festival
Join us to celebrate our patron saint, St Nicholas, on Sunday next, 

December 5th at 10.15 am. All welcome to a joyful family service folowed 
by refreshments.

Don‛t miss our next deadline Dec 15th

Three Horseshoes Christmas Quiz
Th is Friday, December 3rd, why not enter our Quiz? Eyes down 7 pm. 

Food available during the interval. £6 per person to include quiz.

Christmas Card Scheme Reminder
Time is running out for you to join the scheme which this year sup-

ports Keech Hospice Care for children and the work of Mercy Ships. Full 
details are in last month’s Village Voice on page three. Contact Janet Fair 
on 01462 743137 or email her, janetfair@btinternet.com by December 
15th. Th ank you.



Dates for your diary
December 2nd Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall 8 pm
December 3rd Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
December 3rd Three Horseshoes Christmas Quiz 7 pm, see page 1
December 4th Ashwell Christmas Fair, St Mary’s Church 9.30 am - 1 pm
December 5th St Nicholas Patronal Festival Family Service 10.15 am
December 5th Ceramics Open Studio 11 am - 4 pm see page 1
December 8th WI Christmas Dinner Hinxworth Village Hall 7 for 7.30 pm
December 12th Carol singing around Hinxworth 3 - 4.30 pm, see page 1
December 20th Children’s Party Hinxworth Village Hall 4 - 6 pm see p1
December 20th Carol singalong Three Horseshoes Hinxworth 9 pm
December 24th Midnight Communion St Vincent’s Newnham 11.30 pm
December 25th Christmas Family Communion St Nicholas Hinxworth 10 am
March 19 2011 Multi-venue quiz - details to come 
 

This summer I, along with other friends 
from Ashwell, am going to Brazil with the 
Christian charity Soapbox to do some char-
ity work.  We are going to help repair a roof 
on an orphanage in Belo Horizonte.  Soap 
box sends small groups of people each year 
to various different parts of the globe to 
perform similar projects to this one ranging 
between 1 and 3 weeks.  Their projects span 
all corners of the world, with projects in 
South America, Asia, Africa. As a group we 
are looking to raise around £10,000 to fund 

Hinxworth Archery Club has won the Hertfordshire Championship 
Summer League title for the fourth time to become the top scoring 
archery club in the county.

Our last match of the season was away at the Chiltern Archery Club 
near Aston Clinton on the 26th September. When Tony Dawson and I 
arrived at their ground we were met by around 20 or so black shirted 
opponents, mostly in their twenties looking to end our winning streak. 
With just over an hour to go before the start, I was wondering what had 
happened to the rest of our team when Bob Scales and Richard Floyd 
arrived lifting our spirits. Soon afterwards we were joined by David 
Wayman together with his son James and daughter Issy. Then the rest 
of Hinxworth arrived headed by Neil Bridgewater and son Jack, Ben 
Rayner, Alan & Matthew Townsend, Mark & Rebecca Fewsdale, and 
Ken & Marylin Bowen. We had a team!. 

small team....big hearts
Hinxworth are one of the smallest clubs in the county in terms of num-
bers having capped our membership to just 50 in total but our hearts 
are strong and we were eager to finish off the season with a memorable 
performance. This, we certainly did with a resounding victory and a team 
score of 2933 to take the title.

congratulations
Congratulations to the team Neil Bridgewater 646, Ben Rayner 611, 
Alan Townsend 568, Mark Fewsdale 557, Tony Dawson 551. Also in the 
recurve team were Bob Scales 518, Ken Bowen 475, Matthew Townsend 
474, David Osmond 467 and Richard Floyd 374. Shooting the com-
pound bow was David Wayman with a creditable 646 scored. The juniors 
also representing Hinxworth were recurves Rebecca Fewsdale and Jack 
Bridgewater, and compound archers Issy and James Wayman.

   Our next test was the County Team Indoor Championships at 
Knebworth in November.  We are the current trophy holders so it would 
be a fitting end to the 2010 season if we could retain this title for the 
record books. There will be a full report in January’s Voice.
David Osmond

I apologize for the fact that this article did not appear in November’s 
edition. Patrick Forbes - Editor

Hinxworth and Edworth WI.
The Annual General Meeting, in future to be called the Annual Meet-

ing, took place on Thursday November  11th. Two members of the com-
mittee, Jean Brown (Biggleswade) and Marion Bridgewater, were standing 
down, after serving 12 years on the committee between them,

The new committee is now Heidi Mason, President, Wendy Kitchener, 
Edna Keep, Marion Willan, Viv Hughes and new committee member 
representing Edworth, Heather Baim.

For the rest of the evening Marion Bridgewater showed us how to 
make Christmas table decorations with Oasis, ribbon, glitter balls and 
candles together with foliage and other items that members had been 
asked to bring. A good time was had by all and the various designs and 
ideas made a very colourful show, and the individual decorations were 
taken home to be used  on our Christmas tables.

Christmas dinner
Next Meeting,  Wednesday 8th December 2010, Annual Christmas Dinner, 7pm  
for 7.30pm  Village Hall, Hinxworth. Members £10, guests £20.  
Carol Cheney

Hinxworth Archers win againHelp Tom to repair Brazilian roof

the supplies to repair the roof and to get ourselves to Brazil.  Although 
donations would be very welcome indeed, I am looking to raise money 
by doing odd jobs, such as washing cars or babysitting.  Please call me 
on the number below if you would like cars washed, or children looked 
after.  (I will come to the children, but my father will be happy to collect 
and return cars for washing.)
Tom Hartree 01462 742455

Jumble sale on Saturday 4th
The BRAZIL 2011 team will be holding a jumble sale in the Parish 

Church Room in Ashwell, at the same time as Ashwell Christmas Fair on 
Saturday Dec 4th. This is to help raise money for these fantastic young 
people to support a children’s home in Belo Horizonte, Brazil, next year. 
Please do come along and see us on the day; also if you have anything 
you’d like to donate for us to sell, please do either let Jen Brown know 
on 01462  742601 and she can collect it; or bring it to the Parish Office 
(by the Rectory) between 12 and 2 weekdays and we will store it until 
the date. We don’t mind what it is, as long as it’s saleable! 

“What do I love about ministry? I love meeting people and ministry gives 
me that opportunity, sometimes in very happy circumstances, sometimes 
in very difficult circumstances. One of the things that attracted me to 
these parishes is music. I came into the church through singing in a choir. 
I relax watching films – the dafter the better. I enjoy reading, poetry, I’m 
learning to play the piano, got my Grade 4 exam this summer. I’m the 
sort of gardener that likes shrubs, especially the ones that blossom.  I’m 
interested in wild life friendly gardening which requires native species 
to feed native species. I am looking forward to coming but I don’t yet 
have a date for the move.”
Patrick Forbes

Chris Ball, new priest continued from page 3

Ashwell Museum Trips
Please make a note of these two planned trips, more detauils to fol-

low. British Museum Thursday February 17th, price £15. Bletchley Park 
Tuesday June 28th.  For more information contact Karyn Mills 01462 
742155 or Hilary Masham 01462 742416.

The Editor and Village Voice team 
wish  all our readers a very happy 
Christmas and a joyful New Year

For Sale
Stone garden bench £15. We also have a Brabantia rotary washing line 

and stainless steel cylindrical bin if anyone is interested? Contact Michele 
Jarman on 01462 743453  or  e-mail michelejarman@tiscali.co.uk



My time in Romania was fascinating. It is ob-
viously a country with a varied and interesting 
history and not a place you immediately think 
of as a place to visit. However, the people there 
were extremely welcoming and as keen to learn 
about life and schools in the UK as we were to 
learn about their experiences in Romania. Their 
education system is quite different to ours - they 
do not start compulsory school until our Year 2 
(6/7 years old) but they have state funded kin-
dergartens for children from the age of 3. The 
children at kindergartens spend their time doing 

Village Supper - what a great night...
Where else could you go for a five course meal of delicious homemade 

food and a mouth-watering array of desserts; wine on the table; home-
grown entertainment featuring jokes, stories, topical songs and sketches 
and witty, profound or just plain silly conversation? And all this in an 
attractively decorated local venue? The village supper of course and all for 
the bargain price of £12.50. If you were there then you already know we 
had a great time. If you weren’t, then you missed the event of the year. 
Make a note to remember for next year. 

We made over £1100 for the village hall and what better way to 
make it? Thank you to everyone who made it possible including those 
who bought tickets.
Village Hall Management Committee

PS watch out for the calendar of events for next year and put them 
in your diary so you don’t miss them.

If you were not one of the seventy eight lucky villagers who attended 
the Village Supper on the 13th November, you missed a very good 
evening. Returning to the original format with home-made food and 
Village entertainment proved to be a great success. The village boasts 
so much talent and this year it surpassed itself. Andy Hartree was our 
excellent host who not only kept the evening running smoothly, but 
entertained us with a variety of songs accompanied by Simon. The ir-
reverent Rev. Patrick added his numbers and Carol, Viv and Yvonne all 
contributed to the fun with short sketches.We are grateful to the Village 
Hall Management Committee who masterminded the evening and the 
ten hostesses who produced a delicious meal. Don’t miss it next year! 

Ashwell School links to Romania

fine motor activities - painting, 
pattern making, cutting with 
scissors, manipulating plasti-
cine, preparing food etc,and any 
literacy or maths is done orally 
and mentally. Their motto is do 
less but do it thoroughly. From 
our Year Two onwards school 
becomes much more formal. We visited five schools as well as a teacher 
training centre and a centre for gifted and talented children. I have started 
a link with School 15 (schools do not have names in Romania, a left over 
from the communist era) which is where the picture of the traditional 
dance comes from - they were practising for a show for the parents in 
early December. We are hoping to swap letters, pictures,dvds etc so we 
can share what we do and see what they do.
Sarah Jones

...Judy King reports

Following interviews in Ashwell last 
month, a new priest in charge has been 
appointed to serve Ashwell, Caldecote, 
Edworth,Hinxworth and Newnham, He is 
the Reverend Chris Ball, currently curate in 
the parish of Saint Andrew, Bedford. He will 
succeed Simon Chambers who left Ashwell 
at the end of July. Chris is divorced with a 
daughter Ellie, aged 16, who has just started 
studying for her A/S levels at boarding school 

Chris Ball - new priest for the villages

in Oxford.
Chris Ball was born in 1961 and was formerly a United Reformed 

Church minister, having trained at Mansfield College, Oxford from 1984 
to 1988. “Before that I had a very interesting year in South Aston nearly 
in the centre of Birmingham as a church related community worker in 
an environment very different from your villages. It was divided into 
two quite distinct areas. North of Victoria Road was the Anglican par-
ish church and mostly old Edwardian and Victorian terraced housing, 
occupied by a large number of Bangladeshi families. South of that road 
were mainly 1960s developments where you were put by Social Services 
with a large number of Afro Caribbean people.  I was employed as a 
volunteer by the South Aston Neighbourhood Development Project, 
SAND, and the house we lived in was known as the Sandcastle. In a 
straight line there was a play centre, the school and then the church, built 
about fifteen years earlier by two Congregational congregations who sold 
their church sites and pooled their resources. It was a great place to be. 
There were two other community volunteers. The church gave lunches 
twice a week. Through the involvement of Social Services on Tuesday 
evenings we had what started off as a project primarily aimed at older 
teenage offenders. When it became clear that there was a social services 
run youth group within weeks these 15 and 16 year old lads had their 
12 and eight year old brothers and sisters and some three and four year 
olds. When I got there, there were about a dozen helpers. There was the 
Birmingham Wheels project for people who had involved in thieving cars, 
who were instead put to work to learn how to maintain and repair them. 
There was a BMX track. I took kids bowling. It was a great introduction 
to what churches can be like.”

fascinating mix of experiences
“At Mansfield College we were encouraged to dive into the whole range 
of religious expression, so I was taught theology by a Roman Catholic 
Dominican from Blackfriars, I wrote a paper on Greek Orthodox spir-
ituality, supervised by Kallistos Ware. He took me on a week long mis-
sion to the Roman Catholics. For a United Reformed student  that was 
fascinating. I also found time to study for a Master’s degree in theology 
from King’s College London.” 

“When my marriage broke down I started working nights in Sains-
bury’s Kidlington store for nearly 18 months, hard, hard work. An 
old school friend asked me if I would take part in his wedding. It was 
fascinating how ready people  were to have a conversation not in church 
about things that really mattered to them. I went to  personnel and asked 
if they thought I’d be any use there. They took me in and I worked as 
a scheduling clerk during daylight hours six days a week. Retailing is a 
very demanding taskmaster.”

move to curate‛s house
“Because I was on the roll of United Reformed ministers and we were 

in an ecumenical parish I was given permission to officiate by the then 
Bishop of Oxford Richard Harries. There was an empty curate’s house 
and one of the churches said why don’t you live there, and why not take 
a few more services for us. Over time people began to ask, ‘are you sure 
you want to spend the rest of your life in Student Services?’ By then I was 
working for Oxford University. I met the Diocesan Director of Ordinands 
some six times and I went to Ripon College Cuddesdon, no exams but 
reading and lectures. While I was there my mother died.

ministry, music and meeting people
continued on page 2, columns 3 & 4

continued from page 3



Church Services - DecemberOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

 Police Surgery
December’s surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall, 
Ashwell High Street 10 am until 12 pm on Friday December 3rd. 

with PC 431 Paul Marina December 5th 10.15 am  Patronal Festival St Nicholas Hinxworth 
December 12th  9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth          

     December 19th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth
December 24th 11.30 pm Midnight Communion St Vincent, Newnham
December 25th 10 am Family Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth
December 26th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth
January 2nd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth

Exploring the next village
A free leaflet with map has been produced by Ashwell Parish Council 

under the Parish Paths Partnership scheme. This includes information 
about history, geology and wildlife. The beautifully drawn map shows 
routes including those to and from Hinxworth.

The leaflet is available from The Three Horseshoes as well as outlets 
in Ashwell.
Martin Lush

A recent report has shown that bicycle theft has doubled in the UK 
since the mid 1990s, with over half a million bikes currently stolen every 
year.  With this in mind, the North Herts CrimePrevention Panel is of-
fering bike alarms for sale at the reduced price of £10.00 (reduced from 
£12.00 + £5.00 postage & packing).

The bike alarms have a very loud siren & can also be fitted to mobility 
scooters (in some cases). At this time of year with bikes being given as 
presents, it is always a good idea to consider crime prevention. Action 
now may help prevent regret in the future.

This special offer is for two days only & while stocks last. To take 
advantage of the offer, you will be able to purchase the alarms at the 
Christmas market held in Baldock on 4th & 5th December between 
09.15 - 16.00. Members of the Crime Prevention Panel will be in the 
community vehicle stationed in the High Street. A range of other products 
will also be available as shown on their website www.hertscrimepreven-
tion.com 

Help defeat bicycle thieves

Defensive planting is nature’s way of helping 
to reduce crime. Thieves will not wish to force 

Guard your heating oil

their way through or over a prickly hedge. The smallest trace of blood 
or shred of ripped clothing could help the Police identify the offender. 
Gloucestershire Crimestoppers produce a leaflet which shows the ad-
vantages of Defensive Planting and provides a list of shrubs suitable for 
this purpose. These shrubs can, if planted around your tank, provide an 
effective and decorative thief proof barrier. If you would like a copy of 
this, contact your local Police Station or Crime Reduction Officer, or 
download from the Home Safe section of our website.

securing your oil tank
Fences, earth walls can also make life difficult for the thief. A wooden or 
metal fence, trellis or wall can give significant protection to the tank. The 
oil tanker driver will still need access to fill the tank! A metal grille or cage 
with a lockable access point across the top of this wall or fence can further 
improve security. The wall or fence should be as close to the tank and as 
high as possible. Of course a trellis could also be decorated with defensive 
planting as illustrated above. A product called ‘Tank Guard’ is available 
which surrounds the existing storage tank with a metal enclosure. This sheet 
metal enclosure has lockable access doors to allow filling and maintenance 
and has internal anchorage points to fix it to the concrete base. A tank 
guard costs less than one tank full of oil and will last for many years

cctv,switches and padlocks
The use of CCTV  could help you protect your oil tank but before you 
spend lots of money on equipment make an assessment of your needs.
Control switches that control the flow of oil should be turned off and 
the electricity supply isolated  when the tank is not in use. A thief will 
usually come equipped with a limited range of tools to attack your tank 
so it’s worth spending a little more on good quality locks. Close shackle 
padlocks are the best as they offer most resistance to the most popular of 
burglar tools; the bolt cropper! Due to their design, close shackle padlocks 
have very little of the metal hoop (shackle) exposed and bolt croppers 
cannot get a good grip. Remember that buying a padlock is like buying a 
car, the more you pay the better the quality and the longer it will last.

oil level gauges and security lights
Remote electronic oil level gauges are now available which will set off an 
audible alarm if the oil level suddenly drops or falls below a quarter full. 
These gauges can be located in the kitchen, or perhaps a utility room to 
warn of any potential problem and cost between £70 and £100.Security 
lights can have a very positive effect and make any property a much harder 
target for the thief. It’s not always necessary to floodlight the area with 
high power beams, as a more subtle level of lighting may be all that is 
needed. Low energy ‘dusk ‘til dawn’ lights positioned close to the tank 
should, in most cases, provide sufficient light. This type of light can be 
both effective and inexpensive. High powered lights can be used but care 
should be taken not to cause any nuisance to neighbours.

 
                                            
                                            

            

Three Horseshoes Christmas Opening
December 24th Christmas Eve 3  pm to 11.30 pm, food 5 - 9 pm.
December 25th Christmas Day 12 - 4 pm, bar only.
December 26th Boxing Day 12 - 6 pm, food 12 - 4 pm

At the Parish Council
The Parish Council met on November 4th. All councillors and the 

clerk were present except for Mark Jarman who sent his apologies. 
The Councillors discussed the funding for the 2011/2012. The precept 

figure of £10370.00 for 2011/2012 was unanimously agreed. This will 
therefore be the sixth year there has been no increase in the precept. It 
has to be noted that Hinxworth will not be in receipt of the £1300.00 
Environmental Improvement Grant from North Herts District Council 
for 2011/2012 after a unilateral decision by N.H.D.C without any con-
sultation with any Parish Council in the North Herts District. A formal 
letter of complaint was approved.

moving the lights
It was thought a good idea for lights in the village hall car park to be 
moved back to the edge. It was decided to find out costs and whether 
this was the responsibility of the Parish Council or the Village Hall 
Management Committee.

Because of the mild weather it was decided to make an extra cut of 
the recreation ground grass. It was also decided to accept David Granger’s 
quote for grass cutting for 2011/2012.

The play area has been inspected and been given a good report. 
The allotment field has been ploughed and has started to be used. The 

parking area requires additional work to build up the soil. This needs to 
be done and seeded before the Turfguard is put down. 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday December 2nd at 8 pm 
in the village hall. All welcome.


