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On Th ursday December 17th  the weather  changed for the worse,  and 
by 9.30pm the snow had begun to fall, by 10.15pm this had changed to 
a blizzard. Th is didn’t look good.  I had  almost gone to bed when I heard 
the back door shut.  John had  gone next door to see that all was well. 
At that moment the lights went out.  Cursing, I  went to fi nd candles 
and matches, John returned and wound up his torch.   I lit a candle and 
went to bed, determined to read my book. Later I thought, “Th ey’ll have 
it sorted by morning.”  Th ey didn’t. I washed in the warm water that  
remained  in the hot tank, dressed in several layers, and cooked breakfast 
on the camping Gaz stove,  a godsend. 

EDF experiencing diffi culties!
John  fetched  the Super Ser  gas fi re.  Th ere was very little gas left in 

it, so he went to Ryalls in Stotfold and got a cylinder. I sat alone, getting 
colder and colder. By the time John returned  I was losing the will to 
live and, cursing EDF, rang them again on our analogue phone to no 
avail.   All I got from them was a recorded constipated voice telling me 
that they were experiencing some diffi  culties due to the bad weather.” 
So were we and thousands of others. We went to  Th e Th ree Horseshoes 
for lunch knowing that Margaret had Calor cooking facilities and after 
a good lunch with some delicious soup and meeting others in the same 
boat we went home to get warm in front of our Super Ser. 

 there could be murder
At teatime we made toast on a barbecue fork from the heat of the gas 

fi re but John went one better and toasted his sandwiches on the fork. 
Our photograph shows that the  war time spirit  in Arnolds Lane is alive 
and well, after another night without power 
and a quick wash in a freezing bathroom 
and countless times trying to get through 
to the electricity company the power was 
restored at 12.30pm on Saturday, but it 
went off  again an hour later, by this time I 
was losing patience, and phoned EDF and, 
lo and behold, got hold of a human being, a 
charming Australian who informed   me that they hoped to have power 
restored as soon as possible. I  replied that the fi nal  of Strictly Come 
Dancing was on at 5.30pm and I expected to have power, otherwise a 
murder might be committed. He laughed and suggested that I fi nd a 
friend with power, take round a bottle and watch it together. He didn’t 
seem to realize that we were all in the same boat, but……. power was 
restored at 2.45

And we watched our programme thanking heaven for the warmth 
and comfort that electricity brings us.  Here’s my  list of essential survival  
equipment: candles; matches; wind up torch; gas camping stove; gas fi re; 
analogue phone; and that all important barbecue fork for toast.
Carol Cheney

Snow news − bad news

Picture by Katie Scales

EDF told Village Voice, “Power was interrupted to 922 customers in 
the Caldecote area at 11.30pm on December 17, when heavy snowfall 
overnight caused power supply problems in some areas of the East of 
England. We had additional staff  working to resolve the problems  but 
as travel conditions were so poor it was diffi  cult for our engineers to pa-
trol the overhead lines and reach faults in many areas. As a result, some 
repairs took longer than normal to complete.”

“In Caldecote, our investigations revealed there was no fault with 
the overhead line so our engineers patrolled and found tree branches 
were coming in contact with the lines. We arranged for the trees to be 
cut back so that power could be restored to customers. Power supplies 
were restored in stages, and to the fi nal customer aff ected by 2.54 pm on 
December 19.  EDF Energy Networks spends more than £25 million a 
year cutting back trees to reduce interference with overhead power lines, 
and more than half of that fi gure is spent in the East of England.”

“We do appreciate how diffi  cult it is to lose power, especially in cold 
weather, and would like to apologise for the inconvenience caused.  EDF 
Energy Networks uses a phone message service, as it is deemed to be the 
quickest way to get the information across to the largest amount of people. 
Customers also have the option to hold to speak to an adviser or ask for 
a call back. During this particularly busy period we were experiencing 
a high volume of calls and we apologise if our level of service caused a 
customer any inconvenience.” 

“It was the trees‛ fault” - EDF

Can’t get a babysitter? Why not book a table for Valentine’s Lunch on 
Sunday 14 February starting at 12 noon until 3.00 pm , children under 7 eat 
free?  Valentine’s Dinner is from 6.30 to 9.30 pm. 01462 742280

Valentine‛s Day at the 3 Horseshoes

 Almost 70 people gathered at the Th ree Horseshoes on Friday 8th Jan 
to celebrate Village Voice’s 100th edition and drink a toast to the next 100 
(that’ll be May 2018 in case you’re interested!). Editors, publishers and 
distributors were thanked for all their hard work over the last 8 years or 
so and Margaret showed her wonderful generosity again as she brought 
out hot and cold snacks free of charge to the revellers! 

And thanks to all who contributed to raising over £133 for the editor’s 
charity, St Paul’s Church, Th amesmead, where he worked and which has 
been burgled 15 times in the last two years. Well done.
Sylvia Scales

100 down - here’s to the next 100



Please send all copy and pictures for February Village Voice to 
Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  
email to  patrickforbes@waitrose.com by February 20th. Village 
Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. Please note that due to 
moving my broadband  account, my temporary email address is 
patrickforbes@waitrose.com

Hinxworth Parish Council News

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

The Parish Council met on Wednesday 6th January. All councillors 
were present; Wendy Kitchener, the clerk, was unable to attend, being 
completely snowed in in Edworth.

Finance. The Councillors noted that the present funds cover the 
budget for the current financial year.

Planning. The Council approved the plans for a storage building for 
Leisuregrow at Dewmead.

Lighting. Notification has been received from Hertfordshire High-
ways that the lights in the village are to be renewed with a “part night 
lighting” system. The lights will switch on at dusk and off at midnight; 
they will come on again at 5.30 until dawn. The Council queried the 
necessity of a light at the bus stop.

Road Damage. Following the recent period of freezing weather, 
numerous potholes are appearing in the roads. The Highway Authority 
has been notified.

The Village Hall Car Park. It is hoped that the necessary excavations 
and planning will take place before Easter, with a view to surfacing it 
with Planings as soon as the weather permits.

The Tennis Court. It was agreed to extend the insurance for the tennis 
court to a figure of £17,000 with immediate effect.

The official minutes are published on the village website at www.
hinxworth.com the month following the meeting.

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday February 4th 2010 at 8.00pm 
in the Village Hall. 
Simon Marlow

The speaker at the  WI on Thursday  
14th January was Derek Davies, who 
spoke to us on the  subject  of  violins. 
He told us of the preparation of the 
wood which is primarily Spruce and 
Maple, Spruce is used for the top also 
called the front, table or soundboard. 
It is strong and flexible. The back, 
sides(ribs) and neck are usually made 
of Maple with spruce or willow used  internally for blocks and linings, 
the fittings, including pegs tailpiece and end button are made of dense 
hardwood commonly ebony, rosewood or boxwood.

old wood is best
Violin makers prefer wood cut from old growth trees, the wood to be 
cut during the cold dormant months and stored (seasoned) in controlled 
conditions for several years. The drying and seasoning time for a piece 
of violin wood is generally 10 years or more, depending on its size or 
thickness, Fifty year old wood is even better.

Amati, Stradivari, and Guarneri are three of the most famous names 
of violin makers, Stradivari and Guarneri were the pupil violin makers 
of Andrea Amati, Stradivari also made harps, guitars, violas, and cellos, 
more than 1,100 instruments at the current estimate. About 650 of these 
instruments survive today.

Derek finished his talk by giving us a tune on his own quite old 
rather valuable violin.

Next meeting: February 11th 2010 our 73rd birthday party.                  
Members please bring a plate of food to share with others.
Carol Cheney

Editor grilled by real journalist
To mark the 101st issue of Village Voice, Daily Telegraph journalist 

Tony Lloyd interviews founder and editor Patrick Forbes
Patrick Forbes’s email address contains a pretty good clue to the 

nature of the man behind Hinxworth Village Voice. It is fool1@tiscali.
co.uk. A self-confessed clown, Patrick always has a smile on his face 
and a funny story to tell. 
But there is more to him 
than meets the eye. Much 
more.Preacher, author, 
broadcaster, sound en-
gineer are but a few of 
the occupations to shape 
Patrick’s life. Others in-
clude furniture removal 
man, telephone answering machine installer and failed trombonist.

Patrick has spent a lifetime writing. His first book, about pirates, was 
written for a competition when he was 10. Alas, the transcript was lost by 
the organisers. His second, The Gospel of Folly, is  available on Amazon.

sugar boat sparks
A chance voyage on a Grimsby trawler led him into his first job as a 
Merchant Navy radio operator. For three  years he sailed on sugar ships to 
Trinidad, Jamaica and Cuba. When anchored offshore in the Caribbean 
he would often helm the motor boat taking the crew ashore, ferrying 
them back in various states of drunkenness, theirs not his!

Back on dry land in the 1960, Patrick worked as a furniture removal 
man before visiting the labour exchange to be interviewed for a job as-
sembling answerphone machines. He was soon installing the machines 
in homes and offices across the country, covering 34,000 miles in just 14 
months. Soon he moved on to more creative work, recording Shakespeare, 
pop, classics  and commercials in a recording studio in London.

Married to Annette, Patrick was selected  for ordination and, after 
training,  was appointed junior curate at Yeovil in Somerset.  Idyllic, but 
too quiet for Patrick, who eventually moved back to London as a team vicar 
in Thamesmead, a new estate built to house Londoners moved through 
slum clearance. There he found the challenges much greater, working seven 
days a week with families who had no other support system. 

He moved to St Albans Diocese in 1978 to be Communications Of-
ficer and  became involved in religious radio broadcasting. He worked 
with Gerald Priestland on Priestland’s Progress and The Case against God 
for BBC Radio 4, contributed epilogues to Anglia Television and Pauses 
for Thought for Radio 2.  He produced Chiltern Radio’s religious output 
for six years before moving to do the same at BBC Bedfordshire.

He was Broadcasting Officer for the Church of England and then 
Press Officer for the Mission to Seafarers before retiring  with  haemo-
chromatosis - too much iron in the blood. The treatment he receives for 
this  common genetic disorder has left him “fit as a fiddle”.

weekly programme on digital radio
Patrick and Annette spent six months looking for a new home, dis-
covering Hinxworth in 1998. Patrick takes two services a month at St 
Nicholas Church,  as well as broadcasting on Premier Radio, the UK’s 
first Christian radio station. You can hear his “Travellers’ Tale” on Sunday 
afternoons at 2.30 on DAB. 

So why does Patrick play the fool? It began years ago when a very 
serious theology tutor, asked what his research project was to be. Patrick 
said the first thing that came into his head  - the connection between 
fools, clowns and the Gospel. He helped found the Holy Fools.

His sense of humour pervades Village Voice. April Fool articles that 
many readers fell for include cutting down all the trees on the recreation 
ground, demolishing the refurbished village hall to excavate remains of an 
ancient synagogue beneath it and launching the Hinxworth Gentlemen’s 
Ironing Club - two people actually turned up for the first meeting.

Laughter must be in his genes, as Patrick and Annette’s son is a success-
ful professional stand-up comedian. Laughter has always been a driving 
force in Patrick’s life. He says simply, modestly: “It just seems to work.” 
Tony Lloyd

copy date is February 20th
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Verity White has worked for the BBC in Bristol now for eight years 
and her latest film on the Rift Valley will be shown on BBC 2 on Sunday 
Feb. 7th. This is Verity’s first film as Producer and Director. There are three 
films in the series and Verity’s film is the third one. The film is about the 
formation of the Rift Valley climate of East Africa, creating a unique 
habitat which is home to some of the most amazing wildlife spectacles 
on the continent. Don’t miss it.

 Spring Art Exhibition in Hinxworth
This is an early date for your diary: Hinxworth Art Society is holding 

its Spring Art Exhibition on Saturday 24th April & Sunday 25th April in 
Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall, The exhibition will include paint-
ings in different media, such as watercolour, oil, pastel, and charcoal as 
well as photography and ceramics. More details will be published in the 
next issue of this magazine.
Annie Hull

Fun Quiz Night
All proceeds going to Addenbrooke’s Cambridge Breast Cancer Unit. 

Hinxworth Village Hall. Saturday 6th March 2010 7.30p.m for 7.45p.m. 
start. Teams up to 6 people max. £2.50p.person,includes snacks. Raffle and 
light refreshments available. Bring own alcohol. For more details and team 
entry form contact Helene Donohoe on 01462 743213 or 07890 212194 
or call in at 2 Francis Road Hinxworth. Application forms and money to 
be returned by  Saturday 27th February please.  Apologies to those whose 
leaflet said price would be £1.50 per person.

 Conservationists are investigating 
what has caused the largest roost 
of corn buntings in living memory 
to settle in a farmer’s field in 
Bedfordshire, according to Louise 
Gray, Daily Telegraph Environment 
Correspondent. 

The farm in the village of Stotfold 
in Bedfordshire currently has 700 of 
the rare birds, around 4 per cent of the 

Recommended Trade Register
In the November issue of Village Voice PC Paul Marina suggested 

setting up a register of recommended companies and trades people who 
are trustworthy and value for money.  Since setting up my own hypno-
therapy practice in Newnham, I have become a member of BNI (Business 
Networking International) a professional business referral organisation.  
This is a group of business people I know and trust and can vouch for 
their integrity and the quality of their work, all of whom can provide 
you with solid testimonials.

These include: 
Legal and Financial Services, financial planning, investments, mort-

gage broker, solicitor, surveyor;
Business Services,  accountant, book keeper, business coach, com-

mercial builder, graphic design, office supplies, personnel and human 
resources,  web design, work place design;

Trades and Services, including boiler servicing and repairs, carpen-
ter, car repairs, car valeting, catering, decorator, discount gas/electric-
ity/telephone/broadband, electrician, IT repairs, IT support,  gardener, 
photographer, part time income opportunity;

Health and Wellness, including health and wellness coaching and weight 
loss classes, hypnotherapy and sports performance, sports therapy.

ring to find out more
If you would like to know more about any of these services, please ring 
me, Shirley Webb on 07967 709369 or email me at shirley@quest4tra
nceformation.co.uk and l will arrange for them to give you a call. I will 
take no further part, unless of course it is my business that you seek a 
service from. The referrals I give are free to both you and the service 
provider. As is always the case asking for a quote will not oblige you to 
buy services from them.
Shirley Webb

Verity‛s Rift Valley Film on BBC2

Dates for your diary
February 4th Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall 8 pm
February 5th Police Surgery URC Hall, Ashwell 10.30 am - 12 pm
February 16th Pancake Challenge, Edworth 7 pm
February 20th Village Voice copy deadline for March edition
March 6th Quiz Night, Village Hall, 7.30 pm see columns 3 and 4
March 13th multi venue quiz night - contact Baims 01767 315094
April 24th 25th Art Exhibition, Hinxworth Village Hall
June 12th Open Gardens and cream teas
June 27th Newnham Church Lunch, Newnham Hall Cottage
June 27th Hinxworth Village Pond Day.
July 3rd Party in the Park, Hinxworth Recreation Ground

Corn buntings flock to Stotfold

picture: RSPB Images

breed’s entire UK population, occupying one field. But conservationists 
are at a loss as to why the buntings have gathered in one place. Numbers 
of the birds have declined by nearly 90 per cent in the UK over the past 
40 years because of intensive farming methods. 

Richard Winspear, an expert with the Royal Society for the Protec-
tion of Birds, said the birds could be gathering because food has been 
so scarce elsewhere over the winter. “I’ve never seen anything like this, 
it’s quite extraordinary,” he said. “Corn buntings regularly gather in this 
area at this time of year but this breaks all records, nobody at the RSPB 
has ever recorded a flock of 700 before. 

“Birds will flock together like this when food is scarce as there is a 
strength in numbers. Being in a group means the birds can forage more 
efficiently as well as being safer from attack by predators. 

“What we now need to do is investigate exactly why these birds have 
all arrived in this field during this exceptionally cold winter. Hopefully 
this will help us learn some lessons that we can use in future when we are 
advising farmers on how they can help wildlife on their land.” 

Steve Bumstead, the local farmer, is also helping to solve the mystery. 
Steve has always farmed with wildlife in mind and regularly leaves field 
margins and winter stubble on his land to provide habitats and food 
for birds as well as putting up owl boxes. He also spreads the sweepings 
and unsaleable leftovers from his barley crop on his fields in winter and 
believes this may have helped attract the birds. I’m astonished at the 
excitement it has caused,” said Steve. “But I’ve always done things for 
wildlife on the farm like putting barley sweepings out in the fields, so 
it’s business as usual for me. 

“It was a member of the public walking in some nearby woods who 
first saw the corn buntings and they told the RSPB who got in touch 
with me. I’m only too happy to help, I believe farmers are the custodians 
of the countryside and if there’s anything we can do to benefit wildlife 
then we should do it.” 
many more fascinating environmental articles can be found on www.
telegraph.co.uk/earth.

 Aspartame alert
Serious questions are being 

raised about the chemical sweetener 
Aspartame, found in many soft  and 
diet drinks and other products. A 
correspondent has contacted Village 
Voice because of her concern that 
this sweetener may be implicated 
in people suffering from multiple 
sclerosis and lupus. Village Voice 
suggests we carefully read food 
and drink content labels and avoid 
products containing Aspartame like 
the plague.  

Snow thoughts
Carol Cheney has told of her 

wintry experience on page one. 
We noted how power cuts brought 
out the best of community spirit. 
We treasure the sight of Bob Scales 
firing up a barbecue in his front 
garden for others to use, and Mark 
Jarman calling to see if we would 
like some of his splendid hot soup. 
Thanks to all who helped to look 
after their neighbours during the 
snow and power cuts. Community 
spirit is alive and well.
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Church Services - FebruaryOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

Sunday 7th 10.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Wednesday 10th 7.30 pm Confirmation, St Mary’s, Ashwell
Sunday 14th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 21st 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 28th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth               

 Police Surgery
February’s surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall, 
Ashwell High Street 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday February 5th.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Royston Community Team
Rural Watch

December 2009

                    

soup lunch
February’s soup lunch will be in 

Hinxworth Village Hall on Friday, 
February 12th 12.30 - 2 pm. All 
very welcome. If you haven’t sam-
pled this monthly feast, it’s high 
time you did.

village walk
Join us for a gentle walk 

through the countryside followed 
by lunch in a pub on Friday  
February 26th. Meet outside the 
Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth at 
10.30 am.

   Herts Police would like to make 
you aware of some signs that drugs 
may be being cultivated.  We would 
like to ask for your help in reporting 
to us anything which you think may 
fit the description below. 

Could it be a cannabis factory?                     
1. Curtains always drawn 
2. Strong/pungent herbal smell within the immediate vicinity 

especially through the letterbox or as door is opened 
3. Black out material at the windows or pieces of aluminium foil 

protruding from behind curtains or inside the windows.
4. Humming noises; indication of fans, water pumps and indus-

trial electrical transformers (electricity) 
5. Heavily misted windows, especially in winter 
6. Large quantities of compost / soil being taken into the premises 

which is not consistent with domestic gardening  
7. Equipment being taken into premises, large foldable aluminium 

ducting, lighting reflector units, large quantity of plant pots, gardening 
wire, chemicals, growing agents, large fans 

8. Spilled compost/soil or humidity beads in and around the 
suspect premises 

9. No sign of daily life but just regular short visits, predominantly 
male or female visitors of Far Eastern appearance 

10. Clear roof tiles/slates on frosty/snowy days 
11. Untouched junk mail 
12. Electricity on timer whereby lights coming on consistently at 

odd times of the day, early hours of the morning 
13. Black bin bags coming out of the house and placed in vehicles, 

harvested material 
14. Large quantity of discarded plant stalks in the garden, in wheelie 

bins or in a heap of bin bags in and around the house

Bust drug farms

Officers from the Serious and Organised Crime unit are currently in-
vestigating a number of incidents of suspected fraud whereby a man claim-
ing to be a Police Officer calls an elderly resident and asks them to provide 
their bank details, including Personal Identification Numbers (PIN). 
Similar offences are also being investigated in other areas of the country. 
In the majority of cases the attempts to obtain bank details have been 
unsuccessful. Please be aware that a Police Officer would never ask for 
bank details, so, if you have a phone call of this nature, do not give any 
personal details to the caller and do call the Police as soon as possible.  
  
Please pass this message on to your friends and relatives and if you have 
had similar phone calls to contact police as soon as possible on the non-
emergency number 0845 3300222.

Beware of bogus police on phone

warn your friends and neighbours

coal scuttle snip
Antique copper coal scuttle, 

good condition £20 - brighten 
up your hearth. Ring 01462 
742015.

 
       UK households are throwing away 8.3m tonnes of food a year, 
most of which is perfectly edible.  A typical family with kids bins 
£680 worth. Equally unsettling is the environmental cost - the 
wasted water and energy in growing and transporting uneaten food 
and the methane it produces in landfill. So, how can we do better?   
          1) Send less food to landfill. WRAP, the UK authority on waste 
& recycling, recommends that we plan meals, manage portions, keep an 
eye on ‘use by’ dates, and freeze surplus (See lovefoodhatewaste.com). 
         2) Compost food waste.  Over 30% of average household waste 
could be composted. Peelings and tea bags can be converted into 
rich food for your garden. Home composting doesn’t starve waste of 
oxygen so it releases very little of the potent greenhouse gas methane. 
         3) Recycle food containers .  On average the UK resident sends 2000kg 
of waste to landfill every year. Why not recycle? Aluminium cans are one 
of the most cost effective materials to recycle. Compared to manufacture 
from scratch around 95% of energy can be saved. 80% of all glass sent to 
recycling reappears in the UK, mostly as new bottles and jars. For   more   
green,   money saving   tips,  call   the   Energy   Saving Trust  on   0800   512 012. 
Gordon Glass

Love food, hate waste

On Saturday 6th March - The 
Lymphoma Association will be 
sponsoring the game at Stevenage 
Footbal Club V Crawley Town.  
Volunteers will be at the ground 
with collecting tins in aid of the 
Lymphoma Association, with 
some familiar faces, the Benhams, 
among them!

Sunday 19th September - Hay-
ley and the Benhams are hosting a 
Tea Party in aid of the Lymphoma 
Association.  More details nearer 
the time.

Why not advertise sales and wants? 
It will cost you nothing at all.  It 
might even work. Contact the 
Editor by phone 01462 742015,  
email, patrickforbes@waitrose.
com 

Mustard Seed
At about the time that Village 

Voice started to appear in October 
2001, Mustard Seed began to meet. 
And it hasn’t stopped. What is it? A 
group of members of St Nicholas 
Church who meet in each others’ 
houses twice a month, currently 
the first and third Wednesdays, to 
laugh, to think, to discuss, to pray 
about people and situations. The 
atmosphere is friendly, warm and 
from time to time, ourageously 
noisy. Starting February 17th, 8 
pm at 18 Francis Road,we’ll be fol-
lowing our Bishop’s Lent Course. 
If you’d like to come and see, and 
meet us, we’d love to see you. 

Quiz hosts needed
Heather and Michael Baim 

invite you to be host of the multi 
venue quiz to be held on March 
13th in aid of Village Hall funds. 
Please ring them on 01767 315094 
if you can help. Thanks.

Just think
You could have filled this space 

with news of your latest enterprise, 
invention, a gold plated auntie 
disintegrator, or clockwork cheese-
board. Contact the Editor. He’ll 
help if he possibly can!


