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Village Voice

Christmas Eve 12 pm until close, food served lunchtime and evening.
Christmas Day 11 am - 4 pm. Boxing Day 11 am - 4 pm, food served.
Sunday  27 - 12 until close, food served 12 pm - 4 pm. Monday 28th 
12 pm - 6 pm, food served 12-4. New’s Year’s Eve 12 pm - 3 pm  and  
7 pm until close, food served lunchtime and evening. Friday 1 January 
12 pm - 6 pm, food served 12-4.

..and a suggestion for New Year‛s Eve

Ashwell Angels

Th ree Ashwell Schoolchildren waiting to bring good news in the School’s nativity play

Dear Margaret,
 Congratulations on behalf of the 

many cask ale drinkers in Hinxworth and 
further afi eld. Angela and I have been in 
the drinks industry for combined decades 
and are acutely aware that a successful 
pub requires a combination of entrepre-
neurship, hard work as well as personal 
hospitality all of which you have brought 
to our village pub in spades. Your recent 

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, oh 
and by the way, Village Voice is 100!

Th e editors, publishers and distributors work hard to ensure that every 
month something a little lighter than normal, for which we don’t even 
have to pay, drops through our letterboxes to cheer us up. So I thought 
it might be a nice idea to celebrate this centenary with the people who 
make it possible.  After all,  producing 100 editions is not something to 
be taken lightly in this day and age.

            So come along to the Th ree Horseshoes, Hinxworth,  on Friday 
January 8th from 8.30 pm to raise a glass or two to this successful little 
publication and put a coin or two into the hat which we can then send 
off  to the editor’s favourite charity!  Hope to see you all then.

new events ideas
A few of us have been mulling over some ideas of events for the village 
in the New Year so we will soon be publishing a calendar of a wide range 
of events in which we hope you will enjoy participating.                  
Sylvia Scales                       
Small milestone fails to shock villages

 From its fi rst appearance in October 2001, Village Voice has set out 
to be of some use, publicising events,  supporting local enterprises and 
encouraging community.  In that spirit, I invite you to send me your views 
and stories about EDF and the recent power cuts. As Editor I would like 
to thank everyone who has helped us reach this small milestone: Matthew 
Heaton and colleagues at Wormald Burrows in Biggleswade who print 
Village Voice free each month; Richard Floyd of Edworth for printing 
us in colour; Assistant Editor Ed Th orn; Iain Bain in Newnham who 
understands more about type and Adobe InDesign than I’ll ever know; 
and, last but by no means least our loyal and tireless distributors in the 
villages who deliver Village Voice to you each month.

While we occasionally aspire to Guardian type headlines, we can’t 
compete with Tony Lloyd who sent us this: “Shock horror as super 
soaraway freebie by madcap Rocking Rev hits century. Drama in sleepy 
village as fun-fi lled Forbes plans next hundred mag-tastic issues.”
Patrick Forbes

Accolade for Three Horseshoes

Three Horseshoes holiday opening..... 

 Ecohouse UK Ltd of Kensworth 
have installed solar water heating 
panels at Forbes Services in Francis 
Road, Hinxworth.They will be 
followed by photovoltaic panels 
to generate electricity to power the 
Forbes household. Find Ecohouse 
UK at www.ecohousesolar.co.uk   
More news as it happens. Do send 
us your green stories. Tell us what 
you think of EDF and their recent 
failure to deliver electricity to us.

Editor going Green

Not sure how to see the New Year in? Why not join us at the Th ree Horse-
shoes, Hinxworth, for our “Black Tie Bangers & Mash Extravaganza”? 
Get dressed up and come and enjoy the best of British Fare cooked by 
our own Gemma. May I take this opportunity on behalf of everyone 
here to wish you you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year? 
Th e village has made our fi rst year at the pub very enjoyable and we look 
forward seeing you all in 2010.
Margaret 

award from the Head Brewer at Greene King for ‘Excellence In Cask 
Beer’ is yet another testimony to the care and quality you give to your 
customers. we fi rmly believe that the pub is a great British institution 
and one which, when run well, is the hub of a community. We both 
hope that your eff orts are rewarded not just in the recognition from our 
industry but from the continued and extended support from our village.  
Well done and thank you.
Arran, Angela, Ailsa & Murray Heal

mini cartoon

Yvonne Tookey thanks all who 
bought her flowers and a gift 
voucher in recognition of her work 
with Hinxworth soup lunches.

Yvonne thanks



Please send all copy and pictures for February Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 
18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email to  fool1@tiscali.co.uk 
by January 20th. Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd.

Emily Anne Allworth has just 
completed her first term as Deputy 
Head of Ashwell School, succeeding 
Kate Oxley who was appointed Head 
Teacher last May. Before coming 
to work in Ashwell, Emily worked 
at Wood Newton School, Corby 
,Northamptonshire. “I’ve been teach-
ing for about ten years. I love being 
with children, sharing with them. I 
trained at Northampton College. I’m 
part of a very large family, two sisters, 
a brother and four nieces. I spend a lot 
of time with them. First impressions 

Welcome, Deputy Emily

of the school? “It’s lovely, perfect, very different from the more urban 
school in Corby, but both schools have their strengths and are thoroughly 
enjoyable to work at. I miss the friends I made there dearly but I’ve made 
lots of new friends here and things are going well.”

a Londoner in Letchworth
 “I like reading, quite like going to the gym, riding my bike with one 
of my nieces, family outings, day trips.  I’ve moved back to Letchworth 
where I grew up, having been born in London. I specialised in literacy 
and history. I find every aspect of history fascinating.”  We welcome 
Emily and hope she will be very happy at Ashwell School.

At this time of year most 
of us retreat to the warmth of 
our homes and with the nights 
drawing in living in a village 
can seem like an isolated place 
to be. With this in mind the 
residents of Edworth have 
come up with a number of 
social events and gatherings to 
keep everyone happy. 

They‛re a sociable lot in Edworth

The autumn months kicked off with Jilly Karls’ Sunday morning book 
swap. We enjoyed tea, biscuits and the opportunity to swap, borrow and 
recommend reading material.  Jilly had organized books into fiction, 
non-fiction, gardening, cooking as well as many other categories. She 
also had books for sale at just 50p each.

pumpkin soup and carvings
Following on from that we had the Halloween pumpkin carving com-
petition held in Neil & Lesa’s little barn. A night spent enjoying trick or 
treat, chilli and pumpkin soup finished with a timed carving competi-
tion. The results were all wonderful and it was very difficult to judge 
but in the end there had to be some winners. Marissa Cameron was the 
adult winner and Phoebe Lord won for the under 10’s followed closely 
by William Robins. 

mark these dates 
• Carol singing on the Village Green Wednesday 23rd Dec at 7 

pm with hot chocolate. Open to all.
• The Annual Pancake Day challenge held in the farm yard  7 

pm Tuesday 16th February. Peter will  defend his title.
•  Easter egg hunt with afternoon tea and cake, meet 1pm The 

Green, 4th April. This event is open to all Village Voice readers. Children 
under 12 can take part in the egg hunt for £2. Tea and Cake for sale with 
profits going to Cancer Research. 
Lesa Welch

Several villagers are members of 
the Mid Life Crisis Car Club, ML-
CCC, a very active local group with 
a full events programme.  Each year 
there is an annual dinner with a guest 
speaker who usually has some vague 
connection to transport!  This year 
we were expecting to be entertained 

 Hill start for car club members

by Jackie Oliver, a former racing driver who had raced in 50 Grand Prixs 
and scored a historic Le Mans victory for Ford.  

unforgettable evening 
Around 60 excited ‘mid lifers’ turned up at Hinxworth Village Hall on 
Thursday 19 November anticipating an entertaining evening only to 
find that Jackie Oliver was unable to attend but had sent along a friend 
to replace him.  Imagine our surprise to find that his replacement was 
none other than the great Damon Hill!  Needless to say, a wonderful 
evening followed.  Damon stayed for approximately three hours, enjoying 
a wonderful three course dinner with the car club and then talking to 
us about his family and his racing career.  He finished off by answering 
lots of questions, signing autographs and allowing photographs.  During 
a lull between courses, Richard ran home to get his camera and David 
Eddell ran home to get his autograph book.  David’s autograph book 
contained an autograph of Damon’s father, the late Graham Hill, and 
David was able to get Damon to put his signature alongside it.  It is an 
evening that the ‘mid lifers’ will never forget.
Jean Cobb

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The Annual Christmas Dinner of the WI was held on Friday 11th De-

cember in The Village Hall.  An excellent buffet dinner cooked and served 
by James Bedford of Casino Catering was enjoyed by 40 members, their 
husbands and friends. This was followed by a magician, Peter Gardini 
a member of the Magic Circle. He entertained us for 45 minutes with 
illusion and magic, which seemed to be much enjoyed by the audience. 
A raffle followed with many prizes to choose. 

thanks for soup lunches
The evening also gave us an opportunity to thank Yvonne Tookey for 
supervising, running and making the delicious puddings for the past 
seven years of Hinxworth Soup Lunches. A collection had been made 
earlier in the week and thanks to the generosity of those attending soup 
lunch on Friday 4th December, plus others who could not be there. 
Yvonne was presented with a basket of flowers and a Marks and Spencer 
gift voucher for £50.

violin history and subs due
Next months meeting  will be on Thursday January 14th in The Village 
Hall, Hinxworth at 7.45pm when the speaker will be giving a talk on 
The History of Violins, Any new members will be welcome, and may I 
remind present members that subscriptions are due then?
Carol Cheney

The Parish Council met twice last month, on Thursday 3rd and 
Wednesday 16th December. 

precept held at 2009 level
The main business of the December meetings was to fix the precept for 
the next financial year. The Council has managed to keep the precept 
at the same level for the past five years, and people will be pleased to 
know that at the meeting on December 16th the Councillors voted to 
continue this for 2009/10. 

The full minutes are published on the village website at www.
hinxworth.com the month following the meeting.

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday January 7th 2010 at 8.00pm 
in the Village Hall. 

Hinxworth Parish Council News

Happy New Year to all our readers



Kate Webber of Thorns Farm, 
Hinxworth is probably better known 
for growing asparagus and looking after 
horses. I went to hear about a new inter-
est. “I’ve qualified as a Master Hypno-
therapist. I’ve been seeing people with 
sleeping disorders, smoking cessation 
issues, weight loss, driving test anxieties, 

Kate - Master Hypnotherapist

confidence building, nail biting, food addiction. I just love doing what I 
do, sitting opposite somebody, really helping them to relax. They do the 
work and I help it to happen. In an unconscious state they’re much more 
likely to take on board suggestions, while in a conscious state they’re not 
and that’s how it works.  How long is the training? About two years. It 
started with NLP,  neuro-linguistic programming. I have a website which 
is www.resolutiontherapy.co.uk and that will explain how NLP works. 
Usually a smoking cessation course costs £100. Hypnotherapy usually 
costs £60 a session lasting about an hour and a half.”

why do people give up smoking?
“I’m starting a new project in January on why people smoke, why they 
go on smoking, and what motivates people to stop smoking. It might 
be for health reasons, having a baby, because of expense, family pres-
sure, the unpleasant smell. I’m looking for 200 smokers to help me do 
the research, - no good looking at the editor then - and that will cost them 
£50. It’s also a marketing exercise for me, I want to find more clients 
who don’t necessarily know I exist. Four out of five of my clients have 
given up smoking.” 

the mind plays tricks
“I love busting people’s ideas about why they smoke. People will say 
they smoke when they are stressed. When you ask them how many more 
cigarettes they smoke when they are stressed, it’s not very many. People 
say they smoke to relax and when they are stressed, so which is it? When 
you smoke your heart rate increases by about ten beats a minute. People 
who smoke often complain about being tired and I wonder if that could 
be because they are not relaxing when they thought they were. Also they 
often smoke with a cup of coffee or a glass of wine, more stimulants, so 
their body isn’t getting the relaxation their mind has tricked them into 
believing they’re getting.”

healing hypnosis
What propelled Kate into hypnotherapy?  “It all started with people to 
whom I was teaching horsemanship. They were often frightened of the 
horses so I had quite good horses and quite nervous pupils. Some of them 
made every excuse not to ride their horses. The horses were looked after 
really well, had the best of everything and the owners tended to bring 
me in as a last resort.  I wondered how I could help these people. And 
that’s when it came to me: I wanted to give them confidence, wanted 
to change their perceptions. That started me off on the NLP road. They 
had invested so much in owning a horse, financially and emotionally 
hard work. Initially I was a real sceptic about hypnotherapy. But once I 
allowed myself to be hypnotised I loved it, and was touched by what a 
lovely healing experience it was.”

If you would like to discover more, ring Kate on 07957 680 506. 
Patrick Forbes

Hertfordshire‛s Village of the Year 2010  
There have been some exciting developments in the Hertfordshire 

Village of the Year Competition. Our major sponsor, Calor Gas, is 
withdrawing its support for 2010. We are delighted to have secured re-
placement sponsorship from the Hertfordshire Community Foundation.  
North Hertfordshire District Council continues to sponsor the Hertford-
shire Village of the Year North Award. The Chairman of Hertfordshire 
County Council, Cllr Bernard Lloyd, is kindly hosting our Awards 
Evening. We hope to have firm news on other sponsorship soon. 

For 2010 we’ve made some changes to the population limits. A 
contender for the Small Village of the Year prize is now defined as one 
with up to 1,000 inhabitants. The maximum population for any village 
taking part has increased to 6,000. 

CPRE Hertfordshire has run the competition since 2000. There are 
four Categories: Environment, Business, People and Communications. 
You can enter as many or as few as you wish. Each carries a plaque and a 
cash prize. However, you need to enter all four to compete for the coveted 
Hertfordshire Village of the Year East, North or West Trophies. 

Who can enter? Any enthusiastic individual or group can co-ordi-
nate an entry provided it is countersigned by the Parish Council Chair 
or Clerk. Invitations to enter will arrive with Parish Councils/regular 
entrants by February 1 and the entry deadline is 29 April 2010. 

Don’t think it could be your village? Think again. The Hertfordshire 
Villages of the Year East, North and West 2009 were all fine examples 
of vibrant village life. In all other respects title winners Woolmer Green, 
Ashwell and Potten End were as different from each other as it’s pos-
sible to be. 

What’s in it for your village? There are cash prizes. £100 each for 
the category winners and the Small Village of the Year; £250 each for 
the Villages of the Year East, North and West. There is also the chance 
of winning the prestigious Hertfordshire Village of the Year title. More 
importantly, there is the opportunity to bring the community together, 
find out what goes on, celebrate what you do well and see what you can 
do better. 

 The Children’s Poster Competition run in conjunction with the main 
competition is open to all village primary schools. This year’s themes are 
The Best Place in My Village (for school years Reception – Year 2) and What 
I Want My Village to Look Like (for school years 3-6). The deadline for 
entries is 22 April 2010. The overall winning poster will be displayed in 
every village entering the competition. 

 Hertfordshire’s Village of the Year - it could be yours, but only if 
you enter the competition. For further information/an entry form call 
Jo Simson on 01438 717587 or visit www.cpreherts.org.uk

 Plays raise cash for Malawi 

Plays produced at Ashwell School at the end of the Christmas term 
have raised £560.49 for their linked school in Chejika Malawi. The 
amount raised was boosted by £40 given by staff instead of sending each 
other Christmas cards, making a total of £600.69.

A recent thank you letter arrived from Malawi thanking Ashwell 
School for the container load of books and shoes sent out. These were 
presented to the school on the same day the school’s new library was 
opened with help from previous contributions of books and money 
from Ashwell. 

Derek Bridgewater wins Tuesday shield
Our Bowling cor-

respondent John Took-
ey reports that Derek 
Bridgewater won the 
Tuesday Bowlers’ Cham-
pionship on December 
15th. Our photograph 
shows Derek receiving 
the shield from fellow 
bowler Claire Hay.

http://www.resolutiontherapy.co.uk
http://www.cpreherts.org.uk


Church Services - JanuaryOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

Sunday 3rd 10.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 10th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 17th 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 24th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth               
        9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham 
Sunday 31st 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Soup Lunch
January’s soup lunch will be held in Hinxworth Village Hall from 12.30 
until 2 pm on Friday January 8th. It seems some people think this event 
is for down and outs who need a nourishing bowl of soup and a pudding 
and tea or coffee for just £2.50. In fact it’s a monthly community event, 
a chance to meet, talk and, over the course of the years, raise hundreds 
of pounds for good causes at home and overseas.  And if any down and 
outs turn up, we’ll give them a warm and nutritious welcome. 

 Police Surgery
No surgery in January. February’s surgery will be held in the United 
Reformed Church Hall, Ashwell High Street 10.30 am until 12 pm on 
Friday February 5th.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Newnham Church Lunch
Put the date in your diary now. 
Sunday June 27th 2010. Don’t 
miss the social event of the year at 
Newnham Hall Cottage.

Dates for your diary
January 7th Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall 8 pm
January 8th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
January 8th Village Voice 100th edition drinks, 3 Horseshoes 8.30 pm
January 14th Hinxworth & Edworth WI, Village Hall 7.45 pm
January 27th Ashwell Patients Group  meeting  Surgery 7.30 pm
February 5th Police Surgery URC Hall, Ashwell 10.30 am - 12 pm
June 27th Newnham Church Lunch, Newnham Hall Cottage
July 10th/11th  12.00 till 4.00pm  Caldecote Fuchsia Festival

Royston Community Team
Rural Watch

December 2009

                    Residents across Hertfordshire are being told 
to be on their guard against a ‘Boiler Room’ scam 
to prevent themselves from becoming victims of 
a fraud.

 Detectives from Hertfordshire Constabulary’s 

Unfair shares

Fraud Squad want to help people to avoid falling for the scams, which 
typically begin over the telephone, where someone will receive a call and 
is offered a chance to buy shares in a company at a discounted price. 

In reality, the company is based outside the UK, and is employed 
to promote the shares of another company.  The salespeople use high 
pressure tactics, often calling people several times a week in order to get 
them to buy shares. Once the caller agrees to buy the shares, they are 
first asked to send a large quantity of money to release the shares, which 
are either worthless or of little value.

too good to be true
Detective Constable Jim Frost of the Fraud Squad said, “It really is a case 
of if it sounds too good to be true, then it really is. These unscrupulous 
people usually prey on the elderly or vulnerable, spend large amounts 
of time on the phone, pressuring them to buy worthless shares. Please 
don’t fall for it.”

DC Frost continued, “It is highly unlikely someone will call with a 
genuine opportunity to sell you shares  – if you’re interested in using these 
services please go out and seek them yourself.  These fraudsters might 
direct you to a glossy website, which may seem genuine – but you can 
validate their claims by logging on to the Financial Services Authority’s 
website and checking out whether the company you are being offered 
shares in actually exists.”

If you feel you have been a victim of a fraud, please call the Fraud 
Squad immediately on the non-emergency number 0845 33 00 222. 

beware this postal fraud     
A card is posted through your door from a company called PDS, 
Parcel Delivery Service, saying they were unable to deliver a parcel 
and that you need to contact them on 0906, a premium rate number. 
Do not call this number, as this is a mail scam originating from abroad. 
If you call the number and you start to hear a recorded message you will 
already have been billed £15 for the phone call. If you do receive such a 
card , then please contact Royal Mail Fraud on 020 7239 6655.

Ashwell Patients‛ Group
and ‘healthy shape‛

You are invited you to a talk by 
nutritionist Dr Margaret Ashwell 
OBE on the subject of Healthy 
Shape and The Ashwell Shape 
Chart to be held at Ashwell Sur-
gery on Wednesday 27th January 
7.30 - 9.00 pm Refreshments 
served from 7.15 pm.

Sri Lanka tea spreads
Rochelle Mortier’s Sri Lankan tea 
is now on sale at both Farrowby 
Farm, Hinxworth, and Crumps 
the Butchers of Ashwell.

Fabulous Festive Wine Deal!
If you’re looking for an excellent red wine for the festive season,  Mark 

Jarman is offering the residents of Hinxworth, Newnham, Caldecote 
and Edworth a fantastic deal. From the famous Pikes estate in Australia’s 
Clare Valley, The Red Mullet 2007 is a mouth-watering blend of Shiraz, 
Grenache, Mourvedre and Tempranillo which has been featured as Red 
Wine Of The Week twice this year on the BBC’s Saturday Kitchen 
show.  It’s a spicy wine with lots of succulent red berry fruit flavours and 
normally sells for between £6.99 and £9.99. 

stock limited so call now
Mark has a limited number of 6 bottle cases available for just £30 per 
case, £5 equivalent per bottle,  but please hurry as stocks are limited and 
will be sold on a first come first served basis. Please call Mark on 01462 
743453 to reserve your case!                   

Heidi Mason is the new President of 
Hinxworth and Edworth WI. She talked to 
Village Voice. “I joined this branch seven 
or eight years ago. I came along with my 
mum, Viv, a previous president. I think it’s 
important that the WI doesn’t become ‘an old 
person’s  organization’, and I don’t mean that 
in any derogatory sense. I joined the com-
mittee a year ago and when they asked me 
to be President I said ‘Yes, I will.’ I’m in my 

Heidi Mason - WI President

early forties and one of the younger members. The WI offers a great deal 
especially to small villages like Hinxworth and Edworth.  I was a little bit 
nervous about presiding this evening but it’s gone well and we did ask the 
magician not to make you, dear Editor, disappear.  I’d like the WI as a 
whole to lose its ‘twinset and pearls’ image and become new, dynamic and 
modern and not just a group that makes jam and cakes. I don’t  knit,bake 
or make jam but I surf the web and can change a wheel.”


