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“No plans to improve 
broadband” - BT tell MP

Big Lunch July 18th 2010 
First the Big Tidy Up, now the Big Lunch! Join us and 1,000s of 

others all over the Country for this years Big Lunch.
Th e brainchild of Tim Smit of the Eden Project, the idea is to bring 

and share your lunch with as many as possible, friends, family and fel-
low villagers.

When?  18th July. Where? St Nicholas Church Grounds. Inside if 
wet.  Time? 1pm. How Much? nothing.  What to bring: Food and drink 
to share. Hot drinks and  Barbecue  for ‘cook your own’ available.  Pic-
nic table and chairs. crockery and cutlery. Games for the Children. Lets 
make this a great annual event for the village.

The Armed Man at Stevenage
Th e North Herts Guild of Singers will perform Karl Jenkins’ “Th e 

Armed Man - a Mass for Peace”, with Elgar’s Te Deum and Cockaigne 
Overture with the Hertfordshire Philharmonia conducted by Stephen 
Bullamore at 7.30 pm on Saturday July 17th at the Coptic Orthodox 
Church Centre, Stevenage. Tickets £15, £12 concessions, £8 under 16, 
from www.nhgs.org.uk and follow links, or NHGS Ticket Manager on 
01462 433393, or David’s Music Shop, Eastcheap, Letchworth

A pre-festival launch of the Cambridge Summer Music Festival, An 
Evening of African Music will be a unique concert held under cover in the 
gardens of the Old Vicarage, Grantchester, by kind permission of Lord 
and Lady Archer on Monday July 12, 7 pm - 9.30 pm. Tickets £30.

Evening of African Music

Kathryn Greeley – violin;  Simon Marlow - piano, Th e 
Temple Trio, Tom Marlow – piano; Si Robinson – bass: Ben 
Milway - drums Sunday July 11th at 3 pm, Hill Cottage, 
Arnolds Lane, Hinxworth.

Th e idea of human rights is one of the great principles 

Th e Festival Chorus will perform excerpts from 
the African Sanctus and the Okavango Macbeth, 
and solos ‘How Great Th ou Art’ and ‘Amazing 
Grace’. Th is special event in an iconic Cambridge 
location will be an unforgettable evening con-
ducted by Julian Perkins and featuring singer Patti 
Boulaye.  In cabaret style – bring your supper. 
Th ere will be a paying bar with Pimms, beer, wine 
and soft drinks. Entry from 6.30 pm.

helping patients at home and abroad
Th e event will raise funds for Addenbrooke’s Abroad, part of ACT, which 
supports staff  in sharing their skills and knowledge with hospitals abroad, 
particularly those in developing countries, and in doing so using these 
experiences to improve the care of patients at Addenbrooke’s and the 
Rosie hospitals.  For more information or tickets contact Addenbrooke’s 
Abroad on 01223 217757 or act@addenbrookes.nhs.uk

that humanity has grasped and begun to anchor as a reality. However, 
there is still much to do to make it universal. So please support this fund 
raising event!

Debussy, Beethoven and jazz
We are asking for a donation of £10 per person – young children free!   

Our music room holds about 30 people. So as usual we are trusting that 
the weather will be glorious and that many more of you will be able to 
spread out on the lawn and listen to the delights of Debussy, Beethoven 
and Jazz standards. Tea and cakes will be served. RSVP to Simon & 
Frances Marlow 01462 742268 e-mail Simonmarlo@aol.com

Concert for Amnesty International 

BT has told North Hertfordshire MP Oliver Heald that  
“the existing cable route from Ashwell exchange has been 
identifi ed as good quality and fi t for purpose; therefore re-
grettably there are no plans in the near future to upgrade the 
route which could improve the speeds further.” To add insult 
to injury, Clove Fyfe, BT’s Head of Parliamentary Aff airs, 
said, “BT is currently installing fi bre optic technology off er-
ing broadband speeds of up to 40M/bits in several locations 
across the country. Unfortunately  neither Ashwell exchange, 
nor any others in your constituency, have been included in 
these plans to date.”

decaying cable and hollow laughs
Th is response beggars belief, given that BT’s own engineers have told 
many of us that the cable from Ashwell to Hinxworth is old, decaying 
aluminium and was indeed to be replaced in the next few months.  Coa-
lition Government plans to make the UK the fi rst country in Europe 
to extend superfast 100 Mbps broadband across most of the popula-
tion have given rise to many a hollow laugh in the Village Voice offi  ce. 
Meanwhile District Councillor Andrew Young is continuing the battle 
with BT on our behalf. 

which way forward?
One industry insider advised Village Voice to initiate a campaign for 
better rural broadband through the 38 degrees.org.uk website. An Essex 
company, County Broadband has brought wireless broadband to the vil-
lage of Gestingthorpe, population 350,  a service superior to that available 
over BT lines. What do readers and the Parish Council think?

It‛s not too late to enjoy Party in the Park, 
Hinxworth, Saturday July 3rd, or book tickets for the 
1940s dance on September 4th. Tickets and further 

information from Sylvia Scales 01462 742505



Dates for your diary
July 3rd Party in the Park, Hinxworth Recreation Ground
July 4th St Nicholas Church future plans  meeting 11 am in church.
July 10th/11th  12.00 till 4.00pm  Caldecote Fuchsia Festival.
July 11th World Cup Final barbecue at The Three Horseshoes
July 11th Amnesty International concert, see page 1
July 12th Evening of African Music, see page 1
July 17th Karl Jenkins’ Armed Man concert, Stevenage. See page 1
July 18th Big Lunch, St Nicholas Church, see page 1
September 4th 1940s Dance, Hinxworth Village Hall
October 3rd Harvest Festival and Lunch, Edworth. Details soon.

Hinxworth Parish Council
The Parish Council met on May 22nd to finalise details of the allot-

ments project. All councillors and the Clerk were present. The following 
decisions were among those made. The lease for the allotment field will 
be signed as soon as planning permission is received for the car park. The 
Parish Council will allocate £1500 to create the car park and access but 
fund raising to offset this will continue. Allotment rental will be £30 per 
annum plus an initial refundable deposit of £30. This figure will help 
towards the setup costs, car park and water supply, and maintenance, 
grass mowing and hedge trimming.

The Parish Council also met on June 14th. All were present except 
for Les Whitfield who sent his apologies. The 2009/2010 accounts were 
adopted and signed prior to being sent off to the external auditor. The 
village hall car park has been surfaced with planings and the Council gave 
a vote of thanks to Paul Watler for his efforts over this. The Council also 
thanked Gordon and Audrey Hayden for cleaning and tidying the war 
memorial. The Council agreed the following as the official statement of 
Hinxworth Parish Council. “The Parish Council exists as a democratically 
elected body to support the life and activities of the Parish. It also has the 
duty to ensure the efficient functioning of all the Parish infrastructure.” 
Planning permission for the allotment car park has been received and 
the lease has been signed. The next meeting of the Parish Council will 
be advertised on the village notice board. 

Simon Marlow

 Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The WI enjoyed a talk on Thursday 11th June by Keith Goodwin, a 

chef at The Old Rectory, Wimpole Hall. He brought along a table full of 
Kitchen  Bygones, which he had collected over the years, and explained  
what they were and what they were used for. Members remembered 
quite a few items  from their childhood like the 1/3 of a pint milk bot-
tle and a cream maker, to name but two.  Several items were from the 
Victorian era and it made us realise that the Victorians were very clever 
at inventing things but also had something for everything, from sardine 
tongs to a handle to hold the bone of a joint of gammon. Thank good-
ness large households had scullery maids because there must have been 
an enormous amount of washing up.

supper at simply oak
Please note a change of date for next month’s meeting. It will be on 
Wednesday July 21st 2010. It will be a visit to Simply  Oak at Potton 
to look around the showroom  with  supper  afterwards, Places must be 
booked by at least the end of the month, cost £5 for WI Members and  
£10  for non WI Members, Numbers to Viv Hughes please. Please check 
village notice boards nearer the time for travel arrangements and time. 
Carol Cheney

On Saturday 22nd May bright and early on a lovely morning about 
15 people gathered at the Village Hall to get involved in the Big Tidy 
Up. This involved wearing very attractive lurid green plastic vests and 
toting matching very large bin bags, an assortment of thick gloves and 
rather efficient looking grabby things. We got our assignments and then 
dispersed to clear our designated patches of verge and ditches around 
the community. Bizarrely, I think, we all quite enjoyed ourselves; it was 
certainly satisfying to see the immediate results of our hard work in the 
absence of litter in our immediate area. However it is certainly depressing 
to realise just how much junk people think it is quite okay to chuck out 
of their car windows as they are passing through our lovely countryside. 
Bob, Vicky and I collected three full bin bags from just the Edworth 
turn to the A1 and Heidi and her family found some very attractive large 
lumps of metal!  But needless to say everyone came back to the hall with 
a rather disappointingly large haul of assorted rubbish.

a good day‛s work
Then, thanks to our kitchen elves, Reggie Fair and Audrey Clare, and oth-
ers we were treated to a very nice lunch which some of us ate in the sun. 
All in all a good day’s work – sad that it was necessary but looking forward 
to next year and maybe a little extra help so that we can do more!
Sylvia Scales

The Big Tidy Up

Three Horseshoes News
Sunday 11 July - World Cup Final  and Margaret’s Birthday.  We will 

be showing the World Cup Final at the pub on Sunday afternoon followed 
by a complimentary barbecue. Again, as last year, everyone is welcome 
to come along to meet friends and enjoy  our lovely garden.

The Golf Day held at the pub in May and the World Cup Sweepstake 
Draw a couple of weeks later raised  £445  for the Keech Hospice. 

Newnham lunch - record £1805

The sun shone for the annual Newn-
ham Lunch on Sunday June 27th. There 
were raffles called by Simon Chambers, an 
auction of a splendid painting of Newn-
ham Church by Janet Fair, bubble blow-
ing, an amazing tombola presided over by 
Tracy Bowen, and the usual fantastic lunch 
enjoyed by 124 villagers. “We usually cater 
for 100,” said Fiona Hughes, “but you can’t 
turn people away. There was a momentary panic about puddings but with 
some extra strawberries all was well. Thank you to everyone who came, 
helped in any way and  pushed the result to a record £1805.”

Community groups in Hinxworth, Newnham and Caldecote feeling 
the pinch in these straitened times may apply to Councillor Andrew 
Young for a grant to help out. Contact Andrew on a.d.young@btinternet.
com “I’d be glad to help if I can,” said Andrew. 

Feeling the pinch? Ask Andrew for a grant



Hinxworth’s very first Open Gardens event was a great success. We had 
12 gardens open, all very different from each other. They ranged from the 
smaller ‘bijou’ variety through the natural ‘nature in all its glory’ variety, 
to the grander, more formally landscaped variety; yet each showing the 
love and attention lavished on them by their owners. 

The weather was very kind to us and over 90 people wandered round 
the gardens and enjoyed a cream tea at Middle Farm House.

keeping pesky weeds at bay
A huge thank you to the gardeners whom I know had been slaving 

away for weeks keeping those pesky weeds at bay, taming those borders 
and grooming and encouraging that grass! Also thanks are due to the 
unsung heroes, the tea ladies who slaved over hot kettles and washing 
up water; to Claire Hay for her numerous trips to Tesco and Sainsburys; 
Rochelle Mortier for providing the tea; Jean Wilkinson, Biddy Sheldrick 
and my mum for scones; and not least to Les and Jayne for becoming 
the best cream tea venue in Hertfordshire!!

£361 for good causes
Amazingly we made £361 for our two specified charities £180.50 

each – so thank you to everyone whose donations helped make this such 
a resounding success. If you missed the opportunity this year either to 
visit or to show your garden make it a date for next year!
Sylvia Scales

If  like me you are appalled at the quality of fish and vegetables avail-
able at our local supermarkets you will be delighted to know that you 
can have fresh fish and vegetables delivered to your door. Dean from 
Grimsby Fish is in the village every Tuesday morning - just give him a 
call on 07745 547063 to let him know you would like him to drop by. 
Our veg is delivered from a new farm shop, Hillfoot in Langford. It is 
run by a lovely couple who started off just selling vegetables from their 
own farm  a year ago but as demand is so high they now source from 
other local farms. Ailsa & Murray have their £10, no delivery charge, 
box delivered every Thursday night. The vegetables are  always very fresh 
and Sue is very accommodating on their changing requirements. Ring 
her on 01462 700236.
Angela & Arran Morrison

The editor went to photograph a veg box and was so impressed he 
bought one on the spot. It contained potatoes, cauliflower, broccoli, cab-
bage, lettuce, carrots, broad beans, peas, tomatoes, a cucumber, spring 
onions, apples and half a dozen eggs.  

Fresh Fish & Veg for youKeech Hospice Care
Melanie Lillie of Homefield, Hinxworth, 

is a Trustee of Keech Hospice Care. “In the 
early 1990s I spent seven years as a non 
executive director of Hertfordshire Family 
Health Services Authority. They were keen 
to recruit token women to try to improve 
marketing communications. I’ve always 
been interested in health and education so  
I started to learn a lot about health care. I 
had the opportunity to learn more about 
Keech. It’s a little known fact that hospices 
are free to all without discrimination. Many of us will either need their 
services or know someone who does. Government only provides 23% of 
the necessary funding. It costs Keech £5 million a year to run an adult 
hospice and a children’s hospice. The adult hospice looks after adults in 
Luton and South Bedfordshire and the children’s hospice which has been 
going since 2000 looks after children from the whole of Hertfordshire, 
Bedfordshire and Milton Keynes. There are over 200 adult hospices 
in the UK but just 44 childrens’ hospices. It’s a very important service 
which desperately needs help and support. Many children with life 
limiting conditions  like cerebral palsy or muscular dystrophy are living 
a lot longer than they used to do. Children’s hospices are now caring for 
older children, bigger children, teenagers, and are having to evolve to 
meet their needs.”

work of a trustee
What does being a trustee demand of you? “We sit on the Council of 
Management which governs the charity and we have to make sure that 
we meet all our charitable obligations, provide the right standard of care 
and raise sufficient money to do all this. The  hospices are based side by 
side North of Luton at Streatley. Because the adult hospice opened first 
it is very well known in Luton and South Bedfordshire. The children’s 
hospice opened in 2000 yet many people in Hertfordshire are completely 
unaware that Keech looks after children in Hertfordshire with life limit-
ing conditions.  In a recession we still have to cover running costs of 
around £100,000 a week of which the government funds under a quarter. 
People in a recession are not able to be as generous as once they were. 
And participation in fundraising events is down. To take part in, say, 
the Stevenage Midnight Walk, you have to raise sponsorship from your 
friends to do it and they are under financial pressure too. We run a lot-
tery, we have shops in Stevenage, in Hitchin, and shortly in Letchworth, 
I hope. We aim to be the best charity shop on the street. The shops act 
just like posters in the high street and I hope the penny will drop and 
people become more aware. We have about 800 volunteers, all of whom 
need managing, screening and so on.”

doing something more worthwhile
“My full time job is high pressure but ultimately trivial in the sense that 
I’m encouraging people to spend money in shopping malls, so I get a lot 
of satisfaction doing something much more worthwhile, using my skill 
and experience.  After seven years of hard demanding work in the National 
Health service, it was quite hard to see any tangible benefit beyond an in-
spection regime for GP surgeries!  But when you see what a fabulous place 
Keech is, lovely setting, state of the art facilities, very calm, very peaceful 
but really happy, it’s great!  Keech has just five children’s beds because most 
of the care is given through community nurses who look after children and 
their families in their own homes, or by attending day care sessions at the 
hospice. There’s a fantastic hydrotherapy pool for adults and children, an 
amazing sensory room for children, music therapy, all kinds of therapies to 
help with pain or stress, gardening for example.  If you haven’t long to live 
then growing something which grows quickly can be very affirming.”

try us - we can put any skill to work
“We can put any offers and skills to work, working in the shops, fund-
raising, spending time with patients. Contact me, Melanie Lillie at 5 
Homefield, Hinxworth, phone 01462 743755.”
Patrick Forbes

Open Gardens raise £361



Church Services - JulyOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

 Police Surgery
July’s surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Ashwell 
High Street 10.30 am until 12 pm  Friday July 1st. 

with PC 431 Paul Marina

soup lunch
July’s soup lunch will be in 
Hinxworth Village Hall on Friday, 
July 9th 12.30 - 2 pm. All are very 
welcome as usual. 

village walk
Join us for a  walk  followed by lunch 
in a pub on Friday July 23rd. Meet at 
The Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth at 
10.30 am.

July 4th 10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas Hinxworth
July 11th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth
July 18th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth
July 25th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth
        9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent Newnham
        4 pm Patronal Festival Evensong at St Mary Magdalene,     

        Caldecote. All welcome.

Hayley Benham and some friends will be running the London 10K 
on July the 11th. If you would like to sponsor them please go to their 
sponsorship page http://original.justgiving.com/lymphoma10km10 or 
drop donations into The Knole, New Inn Road, Hinxworth. Thank you. ’  

Support Hayley‛s 10K run

This mail purported to come from a friend. 
The thing that made me suspicious was that  
I had seen them about 12 hours before I re-

dodgy e-mail

ceived this mail:“How are you doing? Hope all is well with you and your 
family, please I made an emergency trip to Madrid, Spain for a program 
and having a little problem. Please i need you to assist me with two 
thousand five hundred US dollars  to enable me conclude my program 
here. I will pay you back when I return home. Send it via online www.
westernunion.com  with this info below.” You have been warned - don’t 
answer  such emails.

fly tipping menace
Two men arrested on suspicion on fly tipping on farmland in Weston, 
have been released on police bail. A 50 year old man and a 51 year old 
man, both from Stevenage, were arrested on suspicion of depositing 
controlled waste without proper licences on May 26.

They have both been bailed until July.  “Fly tipping is a serious crimi-
nal offence, as well as being anti social and damaging to the environment.  
We would urge anyone who witnesses fly tipping as it’s happening to 
immediately call 999.  If you find what you suspect is fly-tipped waste, 
report it to the relevant local council.”

beware of the old tarmac con
The old “We’ve just finished a job and got some tarmac left over” is an 
old ploy. Don’t touch it with a barge pole. You will end up with a shoddy 
job and a demand,  often with menaces, for a large sum of money on the 
pretext that you didn’t understand the price quoted correctly and they 
can’t take the tarmac back off your drive. Don’t be conned!

Fuchsia Festival
Saturday July 10th

and
Sunday July 11th 2010

12 noon to 5.00pm
The Church of St. Mary Magdalen

Caldecote   (near Newnham)
North Hertfordshire SG7 5LE

Display by the 
Beds. and Herts. Fuchsia Society

Refreshments.    Fuchsia plant sale.
Entrance free

Donations will be welcomed and given 
entirely to the maintenance and beautifying of this  

lovely little church
Enquiries: 01462 742440

Our Village Hall
The new 2010/2011 Village Hall Management Committee met 

recently for the first time. The Committee is made up of the following: 
myself  Chairman, Claire Hay Secretary, Wendy Kitchener Treasurer, Sylvia 
Scales Booking Clerk, Heather Baim, 
David Osmond, Linda Butler and Peter 
Butler. In addition, but not necessarily 
as members of the Committee, John 
Tookey has agreed to continue as main 
trouble shooter for any problems that 
arise with the fabric of the hall  with 
the support of Derek Bridgewater and 
David Osmond. Ed Thorn has agreed 
to continue as Fire Officer. 

don‛t hesitate to be in touch
Over the months ahead there will be those who have suggestions/
criticisms they want to air. There will be those who will want to report 
incidents or problems that they have come up against. Please do not 
hesitate to let us know. If we don’t know – we cannot put it right. Once 
we know, however, I promise that every effort will be made to act as 
soon as is possible.

David - sounding board
David Osmond has also very kindly agreed to act as a sounding board 
for any issues if you are unable to contact me or if you happen to see him 
and it seems convenient to bring up the issues at that time.  David will 
then take the appropriate action – either at his own discretion and on 
his own initiative or in consultation with me – whichever is the quickest 
way to arrive at a resolution. 

Finally, we all look forward to helping ensure that our Village Hall is 
one that we can all be proud of,  one that is fit for purpose at all times 
and one that continues to be used by many people and organisations 
throughout the year.
Michael Baim

Proof readers almost executed - shock
There was an outbreak of red faces on the editor’s return from holiday 

when he was told in no uncertain terms that Newnham people don’t 
appreciate being moved from their village to Edworth. Nothing against 
Edworth, they said, but kindly make sure that you don’t relocate Newn-
ham Election Day coffee mornings in future. Grovelling apologies were 
hastily made. The mistake was due to proof reader’s disease, sometimes 
called blindness. All three of us missed the offending headline in June’s 
Village Voice - Edworth Coffee morning = £353.60. What more can we 
say beyond trying to do better in future? The proof readers are grateful to 
Simon Marlow and Amnesty International for stepping in at the eleventh 
hour to halt the proposed executions, thus ensuring that this edition at 
least appeared with or without typographical errors and village moves.

http://original.justgiving.com/lymphoma10km10
http://www.westernunion.com/
http://www.westernunion.com/

