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Asparagus still available - ring 07702 964925
              Park Corner Farm, Dunton Lane, Biggleswade

Tasty Parcel Offer at Three Horseshoes
Th e pub has for some time now taken in parcels for residents of 

Hinxworth who may be out during the day. Th is is a reminder to you 
all that we are more than happy to do this for you and, if you so wish,, 
parcels can be addressed c/o the pub.

Pond Day, June 27th
Book now for this village fi rst special event!  Join in the fun. For 

information and tickets please contact Linda Butler 07711 822983 or 
email linda.butler4@btinternet.com

Open Gardens Sunday 13th June from 2pm
We have 12 gardens open for what we hope will be the beginning of 

a new tradition! So please bring the family and come and enjoy the wide 
range of gardens on off er.

Tickets available from Sylvia Scales beforehand to guarantee your 
cream tea, or on the day from 2pm at 12 Francis Road. £5 for adults 
and £1 for children – both prices include refreshments. In aid of Garden 
House Hospice and Macmillan Cancer Care

Party in the Park Saturday 3rd July
Music by ‘Jigsaw’. Bring your own refreshments! Tickets and pitches 
(£20 for 6) available from Sylvia Scales 01462 742505 

70th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain 
Come and celebrate this anniversary at a 1940s Dance on Saturday 4th 
September.Dance to the music of Peter Chapman’s Memphis Sound.Tickets 
include supper £12:50 and are selling fast. Sylvia Scales 01462 742505.

On July 25th we are going to 
be participating in the London to 
Cambridge 2010 bike ride in aid of 
Breakthrough Breast Cancer.  Th e 
bike ride is around 55 to 60 miles, 
depending on whether we get lost.  
We are starting at 7 am and hope to 
reach Cambridge by 3 pm.

If anyone would like to sponsor 
us as an incentive for us to fi nish 
please visit our just giving pages:  
www.justgiving.com/sylviascales  or 
www.justgiving.com/victoriascales
Sylvia & Victoria Scales

 

Please sponsor Scales on Cambridge ride 

Newnham coffee morning = £353.60
The sun shone for Newn-

ham’s coff ee morning on Elec-
tion Day May 6th. £353.60 was 
raised for St Vincent’s Church 
and the Village Hall. Our picture 
shows singer Kiki Dee talking 
to one of the younger visitors to 
the coff ee morning. As we went 
to press, holders of raffl  e tickets 
470 and 473 had not claimed 
their prizes.

Oliver Heald probes broadband
North Hertfordshire’s re-elected MP Oliver Heald is examining 

complaints about the poor broadband service still being experienced 
by residents in our villages. A letter sent to Village Voice by his private 
secretary said that he had been contacted by other constituents in 
Hinxworth and that “I am making enquiries about the reasons for this 
and when these are complete, I know Mr Heald will be in touch with 
you personally.”

more pressure on BT
Th e more pressure there is on BT to renew the rotting aluminium cable 
said to exist between Ashwell and Hinxworth, the better. Th e Editor is 
particularly keen to see the matter resolved. Following BT’s spectacular 
failure to supply broadband and phone services to the editorial offi  ce, 

£840.38 raised for Christian Aid
Take several soup makers, some raffl  e ticket sellers and a quantity of 

books, cakes, DVDs and some interesting bric- a- brac, and on a good day, 
like Friday May 14th, you raise £840.38 for Christian Aid. Hinxworth 
more than maintained its reputation for generosity by producing this sum 
to help poor people in Nairobi slums build shower blocks and establish 
safe water supplies.

Red Noses and Christian Aid
Th anks to the super soup makers and servers, cake bakers and raffl  e prize 
donors, raffl  e ticket sellers and all who helped to produce this amazing 
total. I hope we can alternate  fundraising for Christian Aid and  Comic 
Relief. Hurrah for Hinxworth, not just the home of Mortier’s FineTeas 
but of generous villagers. Th ank you all.
Patrick Forbes

Please send all copy and pictures for July Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 
Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, by June 20h. Village Voice is 
published by Forbes Services Ltd. Please note that my email address has 
changed to fool1@patrickforbes.plus.com



Dates for your diary
June 3rd Parish Council meeting 8 pm  Hinxworth Village Hall
June 13th Open Gardens and cream teas
June 20th copy deadline for Village Voice
June 27th Newnham Church Lunch, Newnham Hall Cottage
June 27th Hinxworth Village Pond Day. 
July 3rd Party in the Park, Hinxworth Recreation Ground
July 4th St Nicholas Church future plans  meeting11 am. See above.
July 10th/11th  12.00 till 4.00pm  Caldecote Fuchsia Festival.
September 4th 1940s Dance, Hinxworth Village Hall, see page one
October 3rd Harvest Festival and Lunch, Edworth. Details soon.

WI calls for clear food labelling
At the WI meeting in May we discussedthe resolution to be voted 

on at the National Federation of Women’s Institutes AGM in June to 
be held this year in Cardiff.

Every year resolutions are submitted upwards in the hope that they 
will be chosen to be discussed and voted on at the AGM. Our delegate 
this year is from Letchworth WI but Viv Hughes and Yvonne Tookey 
will be going to Cardiff as observers and to fly the flag for Hinxworth 
and Edworth.

The meeting was attended by Mrs Elizabeth Barrett, a county adviser 
who took us through and advised us on the discussion of the resolution 
which was: “The Women’s Institute asks Her Majesty’s Government to 
introduce clear and mandatory labelling and country of origin on all 
meat and vegetable products sold in the UK.”

At the moment although food is labelled “prepared in the UK”, often 
the meat and vegetable content, especially in ready meals, has come from 
abroad and not always from EU countries.

The resolution was discussed and we unanimously decided to em-
power our Letchworth delegate to vote for the resolution. We wait to 
see what happens in Cardiff.

 kitchen bygones
The June Meeting of Hinxworth and Edworth WI is on Thursday   

June 10th at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall, Hinxworth, and will feature 
a talk on Kitchen Bygones  by a mystery guest.

    Please note that the meeting in July will be on Thursday July 15th 
not the 8th as in the WI programme. The meeting will be a visit to Simply 
Oak in Potton to have a tour of the showroom and a two course supper. 
Booking is essential, Husbands and partners welcome, WI members’ 
£5-00   Non WI members £10.
Carol Cheney

Hinxworth Parish Council
The Parish Council met on May 5th. Present were Simon Marlow, 

Yvonne Tookey, Paul Watler, Les Whitfield and the Clerk, Mrs Wendy 
Kitchener.  Apologies were received from Mark Jarman. The annual elec-
tion of the chairman took place and the Councillors voted unanimously 
for Simon Marlow to continue in that position. Simon thanked them 
for their confidence in him as chairman. 

The following items were among those discussed. 
The condition of the High Street continues to cause serious concern. 

The Council will press for proper resurfacing to be done. Concern was 
also raised about the growth of the hedges bordering on the war memorial 
which can make the pavement too narrow to use safely.

The Village Hall car park is still waiting for the ground to dry out suf-
ficiently to allow the planings to be lorried in over the recreation field.

The Council noted that the War memorial needs attention and tidying up.
Allotments: The Parish Council has submitted the planning applica-

tion to N.H.D.C. The lease between N.H.D.C. and the Parish Council 
is agreed and ready for signature.

The Licence to the allotmenteers requires a few amendments. Also 
the cost of the Public Liability Insurance from AON Ltd and the cost 
of putting in the car park facilities have to be finalised with the help of 
Derek Clements. It was agreed to hold an interim meeting to resolve 
outstanding issues.

Next meeting:Thursday June 3rd at 8 pm, Hinxworth Village Hall.

 The Future of St Nicholas Church
Churches have always been designed to be practical buildings where 

people can get in touch with God. Sometimes these aspects need to be 
revisited to ensure that we can nurture and protect the new ways that we 
connect with God whilst preserving the old ways which echo tradition 
and the eternal changelessness of God. Our church in Hinxworth has 
many fine aspects, however it also has some that are not so wonderful, 
and some things that are missing. 

come and hear our plans
Over the past five years the Church Council has been looking at ways 
to improve the use of our church: to develop it as a place both for quiet 
prayer, for regular worship, and the big weddings and funerals that we 
have. We would now like to present our ideas to the village for your 
comments at 11am on the 4th July when you will be able to see our 
plans to replace the pews with new pews, alter the chancel and install 
efficient heating amongst other ideas. Please do come and hear our ideas 
and comment.
Simon Chambers

On April 9th  1960 Ed and Betty Thorn were 
married at East Acton Baptist Church. “Baptist 
Teachers wed” screeched a local newspaper headline. 
“The bride wore a ballerina length dress of white lace 
and a coronet of white lace and petals.” On Saturday 
May 15th the Thorns invited family, friends and 
neighbours to celebrate in Hinxworth Village Hall. 
Our photo shows them cutting a cake baked by Jerry 
Keep. We wish them every happiness. 

Ed and Betty‛s 50 amazing years

Letchworth City Chorus
Set up 12 weeks ago to support the Garden City Hospice and have 

fun at the same time. Repertoire:  Abba to Handel’s Messiah! We meet  
on Wednesday nights 7.45 to 10pm in Letchworth to rehearse, huge 
fun with a great crowd. We deperately  need more male voices. If you 
can sing, come along to the Salvation Army Hall Norton Way North 
on Wednesday night.We also need a pianist. Website:   www.citychorus.
org/wordpress/ . Phone 01462 677077 or Mobile 07973 786143. 

Volcanic ash disrupts flights
It’s not often that international events directly affect people in our small 

corner of rural Britain. However, the eruption of the Eyjafjallajokull volcano 
in Iceland was one such event. Several of our readers were caught overseas 
or had planned trips cancelled as a result.

In Hinxworth Lin and Lance Jenkins had their trip to visit family in 
Australia cancelled and because of other commitments have had to postpone 
visiting their grandchildren there. Elizabeth Keep was stranded in Majorca 
for six days unable to contact her airline or get any response from the Brit-
ish Embassy. Her last day there was spent waiting in Palma airport hoping 
to get a flight home. Unfortunately she had to fly to Gatwick rather than 
Stansted.  Janice and Alan Reynham were stuck for nine days on the Spanish 
mainland in Javea, where they have a property. “ We were ready to put up any 
stranded families if it had been necessary. “ said Janice. They and Elizabeth 
are still in negotiations with Easyjet about the costs involved.

Heather Baim was on business in Madrid, which became a transit 
camp for stranded travellers. With a colleague she decided to go overland  
via France. After a 16-hour train journey and a night spent in ‘a dingy 
Paris hotel’ they finally arrived exhausted in the UK on Eurostar.

shame about the nice young sailors
Betty and I spent three extra days on Gran Canaria and after a few minor 
communication problems we were well looked after  by Thomson, who 
paid for our hotel and board until we could return home.  Betty was sad 
that she wasn’t rescued by a  Royal Navy ship and didn’t travel home with 
‘all those nice young sailors.’  Heather Baim said “it was an adventure to 
be part of history rather than a TV spectator.”  I certainly will be boring 
dinner guests for some time to come with our volcano stories.
Ed Thorn



Elseline Van Der Werff 
of Chapel Street Hinxworth 
has just qualified as a Bowen 
therapist. “I first trained as 
a primary teacher, then I 
trained as an acupuncturist, a 
three year degree course and 
practised for a while from this 
house. Then we went off to 
America for five years.”  Why 
acupuncture? “Because I’m 
not very good at talking or 
being with lots of people. I 

Pounds for Porridge
Could you use it as a seed, make it grow and give it back to us with the 

harvest? The Kasiisi Porridge Project was set up in 2006 to give Ugandan pri-
mary school children a hot meal during their school day. With the support 
and generosity of many people over the last three years, we began providing 
a daily mug of porridge to the children in May last year. Now we hope you 
will help us to reach our ultimate objective of self- sufficiency -the school 
growing its own crops on its own land, which we have just bought.

from carwash to bagpipes
We offer you £20 for you to turn into ...what? maybe £25, £40 or even 
£l00? ...through your own fund-raising efforts. Perhaps you could buy 
supplies for a coffee-morning or a supper with friends; maybe you could 
buy materials for your craft hobby and sell your work; you might sow some 
seeds and sell the crop, kit yourself out for some car washing or invest in 
bagpipes and become a busker!  Your imagination is the only limit.

We can help with support materials about the Project. All we ask is 
that you return at least the £20 to us by 7th September 2010.

have you got 20/20 vision?
We have 20 crisp £20 notes waiting for 20 imaginative supporters. Have 
we caught your imagination?   We look forward to hearing from you!  To 
join in or find out more, just contact  porridgeproject@btinternet.com 
or Kate Wrangham-Briggs on 01767 631211.
Kasiisi Porridge Project,UK Regd Charity 1115929,www.kasiisiporridge.org

what could you do for us if we gave you £20? 

Bowen - the gentle approach

like one on one. I found teaching incredibly stressful and I found I re-
ally wanted to help the kids on an individual basis rather than en masse. 
I’d always been attracted to acupuncture because it seemed so elegant. I 
found that with Bowen too.” 

giving the body time 
“Bowen is incredibly simple and easy to use. I had received treatment 
myself and found it to be very beneficial. It’s so gentle and non invasive. 
The treatment itself could be called soft tissue manipulation and it’s just 
drawing skin, moving over structures like muscles, tendons, ligaments. 
But the key difference from, say, massage is that there are breaks between 
the moves to give the body time to adjust to what’s being asked of it. 
That’s quite difficult for some people to get used to but it makes for a 
very calm relaxing experience.”

no diagnosis or prediction
“Bowen is holistic, works with the whole person, so anyone can come with 
anything.  It’s most commonly used for sports injuries, pulled muscles, 
helping with healing broken bones….,” Elseline paused and I jumped 
in remembering my  seized-up editorial back which she had sorted out 
in February. “We don’t diagnose or make any prediction about how the 
body might respond. The best way is for people to come for two possibly 
three treatments. There should be some progress in that time. Three or 
four treatments are usually enough. If it’s a chronic condition you might 
want to continue with a longer period of time in between.” 

from newborn to elderly
“If you feel there is something wrong with you, it’s quite possible Bowen 
could help you cope – it’s as simple as that. It’s suitable for anybody at 
any time from the newborn to the elderly because it is so gentle. It can-
not do any harm and there is nothing for which it is contra-indicated. 
People may come with one thing and then find there is something else 
they’ve forgotten to mention which is resolved. Sessions last from 45 
minutes to an hour, at five to ten day intervals.”

“Bowen began in Australia with Tom Bowen and came to Britain in 
1992 and is becoming more and more popular. Many physiotherapists 
and sports injuries people are using it now as well as receiving this therapy. 
My training lasted nine months, quick but you have to have anatomy 
and physiology too.”

light touch brings benefits
“In this area I think Bowen costs around £30 a treatment but in certain 
circumstances can be reduced to £20. I really enjoy the whole process; 
something so simple and relaxing can have such huge benefits. Having 
the breaks makes it so different from other therapies. Bowen was amaz-
ingly perceptive to see that the body needed time to respond. You can 
have just as great an effect on a body as more traditional massage but 
with a very light touch, giving the body time to respond.” 

While having a course of Bowen it’s vital not to have any other massage 
or complementary medicine as it’s important to track whether Bowen is 
working and not confuse the body with different messages. It can work 
alongside anything being prescribed by your GP.”

To find out more, visit www.hinxworth-bowen.co.uk or Google 
Bowen. Contact Elseline on 0793 200 8970
Patrick Forbes

 On Sunday April 25th Ashwell  & District Vintage Tractor Club held 
their Annual Tractor Road Run. Most of us had a wet drive to the start 
at Shingay, but luckily by the 10-30 start time it was fine again. 19 of us 
headed towards Guilden Morden, a bit of off-road through farm land, 
up to Eyeworth and then to Ashwell and Hinxworth for lunch at the 
Three Horseshoes, where we were made very welcome by Margaret and 
Gerald. We got all the tractors on the car park. After lunch we headed 
towards Edworth off road again to New Inn Road back to Hinxworth, 
then Ashwell, Steeple Morden, Littlington, Abington Piggotts and back 
to Shingay. After tea and cake we headed off home and most of us got 
home dry, just !  The tractors ranged from the 1940’s to 1960’s, I don’t 
think many tractors of today will still be going in 40 to 50 years time.

£1100 raised for hospice
We raised £215 on the day all of which will go to Herts Air Ambulance 
again, making a total of £540 over three years, before that over six years 
we sent a total of £1100 to Garden House Hospice, Letchworth. 

The Ashwell club was formed some 12 years by a few of us keen on 
restoring old tractors. We thought we would meet up about four times 
a year, but most things grow, we now have 37 members and have nine 
meetings or visits a year. 

Since Hinxworth Village Hall was renovated we have held our meet-
ings there, and the Hall is well thought of by our members. 

I have been in the Club from the start and after ten years of being 
heavily involved in the running of it have decided to sit back a bit and 
let some one else do more. 

I have enjoyed doing it and if we can do something we enjoy and 
raise money to help others it must be for the good. 
John Cheney 

Old tractors raise £215



Church Services - JuneOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

 Police Surgery
June’s  surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Ashwell 
High Street 10.30 am until 12 pm  Friday June 4th. (cont’d cols 3 & 4)

with PC 431 Paul Marina

soup lunch
June’s soup lunch will be in 
Hinxworth Village Hall on Fri-
day, June 11th 12.30 - 2 pm. All 
are very welcome. 

village walk
Join us for a  walk  followed by lunch 
in a pub on Friday June 25. meet at 
The Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth,  
at 10.30 am.

June 6th 10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas Hinxworth
June 13th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth
June 20th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth
June 27th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth
        9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent Newnham

Three men were arrested following the 
discovery of a cannabis factory in Newnham 
at the end of April. Police officers raided the 
non-residential premises in Caldecote Road, 
Newnham, Baldock, on Tuesday, April 27. 

Newnham Drug Raid

watch out for cannabis factories
A 28 year old man from Royston, a 42 year old man from Camberton in 
Cambridgeshires and a 41 year old man from Ivey Bridge, Devon, were all 
arrested on suspicion on cultivating cannabis and are currently on police bail. 
Neighbourhood Inspector Jason Thorne said: “Cannabis factories can be 
found in both commercial and residential premises and we would always ask 
the public to keep vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour to police.”

beware this convincing scam
This has been passed on via another Force, and it is a very convincing 
scam. In this scam the crooks provide you with all the information, ex-
cept the one piece they want. Note, the callers do not ask for your card 
number; they already have it.

By understanding how the Visa and MasterCard telephone credit card 
scam works, you’ll be better prepared to protect yourself.  The scam works 
like this: The person calling says, “This is (name), and I’m calling from 
the Security and Fraud Department at Visa. My badge number is 12460. 
Your card has been flagged for an unusual purchase pattern, and I’m calling 
to verify. This would be on your Visa card which was issued by (name of 
bank), did you purchase an Anti-Telemarketing Device for £497.99 from 
a Marketing company based in London?” When you say “No”, the caller 
continues with, “Then we will be issuing a credit to your account.”

don‛t believe a word of it
“This is a company we have been watching and the charges range from 
£297 to £497, just under the £500 purchase pattern that flags most cards. 
Before your next statement, the credit will be sent to (gives you your 
address), is that correct?” You say “yes”. The caller continues - “I will be 
starting a fraud investigation. If you have any questions, you should call 
the 0800 number listed on the back of your card, 0800 - Visa, and ask 
for Security. You will need to refer to this control number. The caller then 
gives you a 6 digit number. “Do you need me to read it again?” Here’s 
the important part on how the scam works. The caller then says, “I need 
to verify you are in possession of your card.” He’ll ask you to “turn your 
card over and look for some numbers.” There are seven numbers; the 
first four are part of your card number, the next three are the security 
numbers that verify you are the possessor of the card.

These are the numbers you sometimes use to make Internet purchases 
to prove you have the card. The caller will ask you to read the three num-
bers to him. After you tell the caller the three numbers, he’ll say, “That is 
correct, I just needed to verify that the card has not been lost or stolen, 
and that you still have your card. Do you have any other questions?” After 
you say, “No,” the caller then thanks you and states, “Don’t hesitate to 
call back if you do”, and hangs up. You actually say very little, and they 
never ask for or tell you the Card number.

don‛t give them your pin number
What the scammers want is the 3-digit pin number on the back of the 
card. Don’t give it to them. Instead, tell them you’ll call Visa or Master-
Card directly for verification of their conversation. The real Visa told us 
that they will never ask for anything on the card as they already know 
the information since they issued the card! If you give the scammers your 
three digit pin number, you think you’re receiving a credit. However, 
by the time you get your statement you’ll see charges for purchases you 
didn’t make, and by then it’s almost too late and/or more difficult to 
actually file a fraud report. 

I’ve been here before,  bemoaning my broadband speed which was so 
slow I found downloading large files or using the BBC’s iPlayer totally 
impractical.  I  feel certain that other people in Hinxworth must be suf-
fering the same problem.

After my last visit to Village Voice on this subject I was urged to talk 
to Utility Warehouse, my Internet service provider,  and keep on talking 
until something was done.  I’ve done that but had no response.  Actu-
ally not absolutely true:  I was told that the poor quality lines between 
Hinxworth and our Ashwell exchange were to blame – even though I 
reported that some Hinxworth folk were getting speeds of 2 to 5 Mb/s 
– while my own speed was a paltry 0.7 Mb/s maximum.

Vicky Scales to the rescue
But now my speed is up to 2.7 M/s - a 2Mb/s bump thanks to a tip from 
Vicky Scales, our local I.T. expert.  Vicky suggested that I disconnect 
entirely all the house telephone connections from my BT Master socket 
and instead plug into the Master socket only my broadband wireless 
router and cordless phone base station. It’s as simple as that.

  I guess that your broadband is no longer burdened by noise generated 
by your internal house wiring.  The connections inside your house telephone 
sockets generate background noise slowing the whole process down.

These days, most people have bought cordless phone sets for the 
sheer convenience of taking them wherever they need them around the 
house and garden.  So when you think of it, you really only need the BT 
Master socket in which to plug the phone base station and the rest of the 
telephone wiring in your house is redundant.If you’ve got a slow internet 
connection, then why not try this?  It’ll cost you nothing and hopefully 
make a big difference to your broadband performance. Thanks Vicky.
Gerald Clare

Cordless approach to broadband woe

Ants faced down in terror stand off
We received a cry for help on Monday. The anti ant SAS squad, Michael 

Baim and John Tookey was mobilised. Ants were menacing the Pilates class 
in Hinxworth Village Hall. “We located three soldier ants, engaged them 
in battle, causing them to flee terrified from the hall, er, field of battle,” 
reported our defence correspondent and anti ant warrior, John Tookey.

Hayley Benham and some friends will be running the London 10K 
on July the 11th. If you would like to sponsor them please go to their 
sponsorship page http://original.justgiving.com/lymphoma10km10 or 
drop donations into The Knole, New Inn Road, Hinxworth. Thank You. ’  

continued from cols 1 & 2

Support Hayley‛s 10K run

http://original.justgiving.com/lymphoma10km10

