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QUIZ@HOME10
It’s coming – the quiz with a diff erence!
• Saturday March 13 2010 - A great evening with your friends
• Your home competing against other homes
• Time to get the cerebral cortex tuned up
• We do the work – you have the fun!
• Who will win the Shield this year and who the Wooden Spoon?
• Only £7.50 per head in aid of our Village Hall 
We need more hosts. If you are interested in being a host please contact      

Heather or Michael on 01767 315094 or royal_penguin@hotmail.com

Party in the Park - back by popular demand
 Saturday July 3rd 6pm to 11:30pm. Book the date now. Anyone who 

would like to play or entertain or help with setting up please contact 
Sylvia Scales 742505. More details to follow.

Two orchestras from Cambridge and Stevenage are joining forces 
for a concert at St Mary’s Church, Ashwell on 20th March.Th ey will be 
performing Mahler’s Symphony No 1, known as “Th e Titan”. Th e sym-
phony is on a grand scale from the ethereal fi rst movement – starting with 
a single note spread out over seven octaves played by the strings which 
Mahler said was “like a sound of nature” – to the exciting and stormy 
fi nale which demands all the resources of both orchestras.

Th e programme also includes Mozart’s Sinfonia Concertante and 
Richard Strauss’s Serenade for 13 Wind Instruments.

Th is is the second concert that the Stevenage Symphony Orchestra 
and the Cambridge Sinfonietta have performed together.  Th e relation-
ship has developed over several years and for a time, both orchestras 
shared the same conductor and a number of the musicians continue to 
perform with both groups.

Th e concert starts at 7.30pm and tickets will be available on the door 
or in advance from 01727 858714.  Further information is available on 
the orchestra’s website www.stevenagesymphony.org

Thoughts of Chairman Thorn
As I am stepping down as joint chairman of the Village Hall Com-

mittee at our AGM on April 29th, I have been looking back at some of 
the projects I’ve been involved in during my years on the committee. 
Th e biggest of course was the virtual rebuilding of the hall under the 
chairmanship of David Osmond.  Since stepping into his shoes along 
with Michael Baim we have had the refurbishment of the hall fl oor to 
undertake. Everyone has commented on its new good looks and it cer-
tainly seems to be standing up better to the wear and tear that it gets.

Following a Fire and Safety inspection in 2009 we have had the new 
fi re alarm system and crash door fi tment on the entrance door installed 
and certifi ed. Th e only problem now is that as the fi re safety offi  cer I have 
to test the system every few weeks – a deafening experience.

sewers, cisterns and wasps
During the last year we have had to deal with blocked sewers – a very 
smelly experience; overfl owing cisterns in the ladies loo – a very wet expe-
rience; a wasp invasion in the back loft and a shattered glass panel in the 
new lobby caused, we think, by a stone thrown up by a grass strimmer.

Future projects include the replacement of the old kitchen and small 
toilet windows so that they are double-glazed and match the rest of the 
building. We  have also been investigating ways to improve the hall 
lighting for such users as the Art Society.

Th ere have also been  the on-going fundraisers such as the successful 
Jazz and Lyra Quartet concerts and the multi-venue quizzes. One disap-
pointment was the need to cancel the village supper in 2009, as we did 
not get enough bookings to make it a viable, profi table event.

However, the improved facilities off ered by the new hall seem to have 
encouraged a healthy level of bookings from existing customers as well 
as new ones, such as the Young Farmers who have moved their weekly 
meetings to the hall.  Th e current level of income means that, for the 
time being, hire fees will remain at their 2009 rate.

new blood needed
In some ways I shall be sorry to step down but maybe the phone won’t 
ring as much as it has over the last two years.  I would like to thank my 
fellow committee members for their eff orts and also give a special men-
tion to John Tookey and Derek Bridgewater for their practical input to 
the maintenance of the building. I hope that as the committee comes 
up for re-election on April 29th some ‘new blood’ will come forward to 
take up the challenge of running this important village facility.
Ed Thorn

Charles Darwin speculated that all life might have started in 
a  “warm little pond”, and  experts now estimate two-thirds of 
all freshwater species live in these little pools.  Find out more at 

Hinxworth Pond Day, June 27th. Full details in April Village Voice.

Gwen Bowen hosted lunch 
for friends and neighbours in her 
garden in Newnham in Summer 
2008, writes Sheila Rosendale. A 
‘thank you’ plate produced £108, 
suffi  cient to fund the making of 
these three lovely kneelers for St 
Vincent’s Church, ably stitched by 
Mrs Roberta Craig, Mrs Judy King 

Let us stitch

and Mrs Sue Bain. Well done and thank you.

Mahler‛s ‘Titan‛ comes to St Mary‛s, Ashwell

stop press from the Three Horseshoes
Over 55’s lunches now Monday-Friday - 2 courses £5.50.
Mothering Sunday - bookings now being taken - fi lling up quickly.
Good news - at last an open fi re in the pub - being enjoyed by all!



Please send all copy and pictures for February Village Voice to Patrick 
Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, by March 20th. 
Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. Please note that my 
email address has returned to its original one, fool1@tiscali.co.uk

Dates for your diary
March 12th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 pm –  2 pm
March 13th multi venue quiz night - contact Baims 01767 315094
March 14th Mothering Sunday Family Communion St Nicholas 9.15 am
March 20th copy date for Village Voice: fool1@tiscali.co.uk
March 20th Mahler concert in St Mary’s, Ashwell - see page 1
April 24th 25th Art Exhibition, Hinxworth Village Hall
June 12th Open Gardens and cream teas
June 27th Newnham Church Lunch, Newnham Hall Cottage

If anyone had told me I’d be living in this village for more than 27 
years when we first moved in I don’t think I would have believed them. 
I remember being impressed that Carol Cheney had been here over ten 
years then!

But it’s not the village so much as the people. We’ve got the best 
friends we’ve ever had in this little community, including Edworth of 
course!  We know most people and most people know us and it’s lovely 
to be out in the garden and people stop and talk, or to be out walking 
or cycling and people call out to us.

no call for ex-council houses!
When we were first married we lived in Arlesey for three years and only 
ever knew our three neighbours. We first saw the details for this house 
in early 1981 but the owner had just had an offer so we were out of 
luck. A year later in March 1982 the agent phoned and told us that the 
house was back on the market. We looked, we liked, we bought even 
though the surveyor said sniffily, “There’s no call for ex-council houses 
in the countryside!”

We went to the pub for lunch the day we moved in and met the land-
lords Jean and Dick Cobb and some of our neighbours; and it seemed 
everybody already knew everything about us! Though by the time we’d 
finished unloading, some of our neighbours knew more than others!  
We had Laura and Rosa standing at the bottom inspecting everything 
that came off the van!. 

back end of a dragon
It was Connie Stanton who introduced me to the WI when we moved 
here in August. I went with Connie to WI in September and by No-
vember I was president! Here I met a mad bunch of women who were 
into drama. They were putting on a mini panto called Sleeping Cutie 
for The Village Supper. Chantal Floyd  was Sleeping Cutie, Connie was 
the front of the dragon, I became the back end! And  I think Jean Brown 
who lived in the High Street, had a sword.  It was all great fun especially 
the rehearsals! I even learned to play bridge thanks to Judy King and 
patchwork thanks to Jo Mills. You only have to know how keen the men 
and people from surrounding villages and towns are to come along to our 
meetings and events to realise it must have something special; so give us 
a try sometime, we promise a warm welcome. And we don’t make jam 
or sing Jerusalem!

It is amazing how much and yet how little this place has changed. 
27 years ago there were hardly any trees. Dutch Elm disease had had a 
disastrous effect locally and it was really quite barren, but as I ride around 
now it is a very green and pleasant place. 27 years ago there were just a 
handful of children, none in Francis Road! Carolyn Devaney had just 
closed the village shop and the Post Office was being run by Val Bagnall 
in the Village Hall. Harry Freeman was caretaker of the Village Hall 
and was later succeeded by the A team, Laura and Rosa, of whom many 
of us have fond memories and even more colourful stories! There was 
no Christy’s Yard or Homefield; George’s cottages were still derelict; we 
had no mains drains and unreliable electricity supplies and a bus every 
Tuesday to Royston. 

All in all moving here was the best thing we ever did.
Sylvia Scales

Our Village

Hinxworth and “The Lottery Years” 1998 – 2006
 As the years pass by it is easy to forget the huge efforts made by the 

people of  Hinxworth and Edworth in campaigning and raising funds 
to complete the refurbishment of  the Village Hall. 

Before the supreme efforts of  the ordinary people of  the two villages 
are forgotten, I am endeavouring to record my collection of  application 
forms, letters, minutes, etc. on disc. My wish is that the true record of  
these events is recorded for future generations. If  other villagers have 
some similar collections to include, this should ensure that the efforts 
of  so many people are not forgotten. It would also serve as a guide to 
others contemplating a similar exercise.

I have quite a comprehensive file of  documents to work from includ-
ing back issues of  the V.V. but would appreciate individual contributions 
which might be included, especially any old issues of  the “Parish Pump”. 
Please contact me on 01462 742048.
David Osmond 

Archery, the generation game
Three generations of the Bridgewater family are regularly seen together 

practising their passion for archery at the Hinxworth Archery Club. They 
are from left to right: Grandfather Derek, the many times Hertfordshire 
Longbow champion and holder 
of two national records; Father 
Neil, the current Hertfordshire 
overall Indoor and Outdoor 
Olympic style Champion and 
former British squad member 
also holder of at least one British 
record; 8 year old Jack Bridge-
water, Hinxworth’s youngest 
member and already a budding 
medal winning star.

Archery is very much a family 
sport for all ages. The National 
Archery Society’s ancient motto “Union, Trueheart and Courtesie” (Eliza-
bethan spelling) is still alive and doing well in Hinxworth.
David Osmond

The Village Voice crew pictured at the January 100th edition party. We 
have heard from the Reverend Chris Clements of St Paul’s Thamesmead, 
to whom we sent £133.41, collected at the party. She writes,“Thank 
you so very much for the generous gift. It will be used to help start a 
community shop at St Paul’s once a week serving tea, coffee, encouraging 
other activities over time, The fantastic gesture from Village Voice will 
help kick-start the project. Once again, sincere thanks.”

Research from the US suggests the world’s 290 million ponds absorb 
more carbon than the oceans. Find out more at Hinxworth Pond Day, 

June 27th. Full details in April Village Voice.



 I must apologise that, as a result of one or two problems in early Janu-
ary, it took me longer than usual to wind up Hinxworth and Edworth’s 
Alternative Christmas Card Scheme and I missed the editorial deadline 
for February’s Village Voice.  It was an unusually tight dealine - Editor

Very many thanks to all the forty-five households who contributed 
in 2009, three more than in the previous year, and raised over £1,000 
for the two charities we supported.  

gift aid boosts giving
On your behalf I have been able to send nearly £500 to the Garden House 
Hospice in Letchworth and over £450 to the Kasiisi Porridge Project.   
Furthermore, as so many of you were kind enough to give through Gift 
Aid, a further £180 or so of your income tax will be reclaimed from the 
tax authorities by these two charities, making £1130 in all.  

thanks, Marianne
Special thanks are due, once again, to Marianne Osmond who so 

kindly gives of her time and talents to produce the card each year and 
to the kind people who delivered it to every household in Hinxworth 
and Edworth just before Christmas.  

Christmas Cards make £1130

Thank you very much indeed for your great generosity to the Kasiisi 
Porridge Project in the form of donations through the the Hinxworth 
and Edworth Christmas card scheme.  The final total received was over 
£450.00, which is a wonderful amount, and a great boost to our account.  
Over 1000 children, in two schools in the west of Uganda, are currently 
receiving a school meal, a mug of maize flour porridge, daily now.  You 
might like to know that, with a view to making this aid programme self-
sustaining in the next few years, we have just purchased 20 acres of land 
for the community.  This will be used to grow, harvest and sell mixed 
crops in order to fund the school meal initiative in the future.

find out more
If you would like to know more about the charity, please visit our website:  
www.kasiisiporridge.org  We also have a new Facebook page, so If you 
know of anyone of any generation who might be interested, do pass on 
the link: http://www.facebook.com/mopatrick#/pages/Kasiisi-Porridge-
Project/228657530845?ref=mf  
 With very many thanks and all good wishes for 2010
Kate Wrangham Briggs
 

Thanks from the Porridge Project

Art Exhibition in Village Hall
The planning of this popular event is in full swing. The exhibition will 

be open from 10 am to 4 pm on Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th April.

work for sale and work in progress
Due to a large increase in members all featured works will be by the 
Art Society’s own members and most of the artworks will be for sale. 
There will be recent works in different media, such as watercolour, oil, 
pastel, and charcoal. We will also be showing displays of photography 
and ceramics. Some of the pieces will be works-in-progress so that you 
can get an idea of the different stages involved in creating a painting or 
other work of art.

a chance for young artists
This year the Art Society would like to invite children in the Village Voice 
catchment area to submit – free of charge - artworks for display but not 
for sale. This could be a great opportunity for young artists to get their 
first taste of fame! Please contact Audrey Clare on 01462 742820 for 
more details. 

Entrance to the exhibition is free and refreshments are available to 
purchase. In addition to the raffle there will also be an opportunity for 
you to vote for your favourite artwork. We look forward to seeing you. 
Annie Hull

WI birthday celebration
Some 37 members and partners celebrated the WI’s 73rd birthday 

on February 11th. After a delicious meal an extraordinary drama un-
folded, something about a pirate, a seagull, a croaky crocodile,  a parrot 
called Polly, Long John Silver, the black cloud and 
the Bosun. The cake, baked as ever to perfection by 
Jerry Keep, was cut by WI President Heidi Mason. 
An enjoyable evening ended with a raffle.

March’s meeting will be on March 11th when 
Keith Hutchisson of Langford Nursery will talk on 
“Getting the most out of your allotment.” The meet-

Dear Sir
 I recently came across a sandwich 

bag that I picked up when I was in 
the USA some years ago. As you will 
note printed on the face is the ‘Per-
sonal ‘section of a newspaper called 
‘The Village Voice’. Clearly this pre 
dates our own prestigious publication 
and it may not be something that the 
great and the good in Hinxworth 
should cast their eyes upon. It seems 
a deal more racy than we are used to 
and probably  does not meet the high 
moral standards set by our Editor. 
On the other hand….it makes juicy 
reading and could perhaps be slotted 
in somewhere between the high jinks 
of the WI or our archers’ latest tri-
umphs and the invisible milkman?  

Ian Wilkinson
The invisible milkman

Before we moved to Thorns Farm we didn’t have a milkman and we 
were always running out of milk, dashing to the shops to buy more and 
usually picking up some items that we hadn’t planned on buying at the 
same time. But for years now I have never run out of milk. Even during 
these cold winters with plenty of snow my milkman has never even once 
missed a delivery. What’s so strange though is that I’ve never even met 
him. I haven’t a clue what he looks like because he comes so early in the 
morning and he‘s been coming to us for about seven years! At first I was 
worried that the milkman would wake up our dog, or at worst me, but 
we never hear him.

keep this tradition alive
When the rest of  the world ground to a halt in the worst of  the winter 
weather, my milk has always been there and what’s even better now is 
that I can manage my account on line at www.milkandmore.co.uk 
ordering any extras up to 9pm the day before delivery. I’m so glad that 
the UK still has milkmen but if  we don’t support their services it won’t 
be long before the doorstep delivery is a thing of  the past. Yes the milk is 
more expensive, but only by a few extra pennies and the convenience far 
out- weighs that tiny extra cost, plus they have regular discounts on other 
products like bread (11 different varieties), eggs (4 different varieties), 
and yoghurt (17 different varieties).  You can even buy gifts, like pretty 
tins of  biscuits or cookery books.  So if  you want the convenience of  
regular supplies delivered to your doorstep before you even wake up 
and you want to keep this great British tradition alive, get in touch at 
the email address above
Kate Webber

ing starts at 7.45 pm in Hinxworth Village Hall. Members, guests and 
allotmenteers welcome.

The other Village Voice

British ponds are believed to contain a greater diversity of life and more 
threatened species than UK rivers and lakes combined.  Find out more at 

Hinxworth Pond Day, June 27th. Full details in April Village Voice.

http://www.kasiisiporridge.org


Church Services - MarchOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

Sunday 7th 10.15 am Family Service, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 14th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 21st 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 28th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth               
        9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham 

 Police Surgery
March’s surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall, 
Ashwell High Street 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday March  5th.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Royston Community Team
Rural Watch

December 2009

                    

soup lunch
March soup lunch will be in 

Hinxworth Village Hall on Friday, 
March 12th 12.30 - 2 pm. All very 
welcome. If you haven’t sampled 
this monthly feast, it’s high time 
you did.

village walk
Join us for a gentle walk 

through the countryside followed 
by lunch in a pub on Friday  
March 26th. Meet outside the 
Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth at 
10.30 am.

coal scuttle snip
Antique copper coal scuttle, 

good condition £20 - brighten up 
your hearth before Spring comes. 
Ring 01462 742015.

On Saturday 6th March - The 
Lymphoma Association will be 
sponsoring the game at Stevenage 
Football Club v Crawley Town.  
Volunteers will be there with col-
lecting tins in aid of the Lymphoma 
Association, with some familiar 
faces, the Benhams, among them!

Sunday 19th September - Hay-
ley and the Benhams are hosting a 
Tea Party in aid of the Lymphoma 
Association.  More details nearer 
the time.

Jack of all trades
Polite friendly hard working 

ex security guard available for 
work including gardening, house 
decorating, house cleaning, lawn 
mowing, dog walking. You name 
it, and if I can help I will.

Reasonable rates, references 
available on request. If you need 
any of the above doing, please 
contact me.
Jack - 01462 743104

My love for dogs
‘My love for dogs’ offers home boarding for your canine friend. I am 

a dog lover, smitten with them and my home is totally dog friendly. I am 
delighted to open up our home so that whilst you are on holiday, your dog 
has a holiday in the comfort of our home, with a totally secure garden.

I am fully insured, police checked and have grown up with dogs all my 
life. Holly, our beautiful golden Labrador loves 
to play with new friends.

Your dog will have at least two long walks a 
day either at the heath near  our home, or in the 
fields surrounding our village. We also utilise on 
a daily basis our local village recreation ground 
and play ball games there.

Should you require any further details please 
do not hesitate to call me, Amanda Bishop on 
07903 806750. We are based in a small village 
near Royston.

I write to express my appre-
ciation and thanks for all the 
cards, good wishes and visits that 
I received during my recent stay 
in hospital.
Lilias Milligan 

Thank you 1...

....and 2
Thank you  to all of you 

who sent cards, good wishes and 
prayers. I am now home and in 
due course hope to make a full 
recovery.  I hope to see you all 
very soon.
Carol Cheney

Hinxworth Open 
Gardens

 Sunday June 13th 2pm to 6pm.
Various gardens in the village will 
be open for you and your fam-
ily to have a wander round then 
end up back at the village hall for 
cream teas.

programmes
For security reasons admission 

will be by programme available in 
advance from Claire Hay or Sylvia 
Scales 01462 742505

Please would anyone interested 
in showing their garden or helping 
with teas let us know.

Three men who carried out 
seven distraction burglaries in 
one day across Hertfordshire have 
been given a combined sentence of 
thirteen years imprisonment. 

The three men were sentenced 
at St Albans Crown Court on 
February 12.  

Burglars banged up

They were all arrested in the evening of December 6, 2008 after they 
had carried out a series of distraction burglaries the same day. Their vic-
tims, all of whom were in their 70s and 80s and were living in warden 
controlled properties, were tricked into letting the men in. 

Detective Constable Guy Reynolds, from Operation Manhunt, 
said: “These are callous and cowardly crimes where vulnerable victims 
are targeted.  

“These two men conned their way into these victims’ homes by claim-
ing to be investigating a water leak. This is one of the most common 
tricks used by distraction burglars and I would urge anyone faced with 
a caller they believe is suspicious not to let them into your home and to 
call the police immediately.” 

To reduce the risk of becoming a victim of distraction burglary, or bogus caller: 
•  If a stranger calls - Not sure? Don‛t open the door! 
If you are not expecting anyone and you don’t recognise them, don’t 

let them into your home.  Be aware, bogus callers can be very convincing 
and will often pretend to be representing a utility company; a genuine 
caller won’t mind coming back at a time when you can arrange to have 
somebody you trust with you. 

•  If you are expecting a caller: 
Only open your door when you are happy that you know the person. 

If you can’t see who is calling and need to open the door, use your door 
chain and ask for identification or a pre-arranged password before you 
let them in. 

•  Never keep large amounts of cash at home 
If you ensure that large amounts of money are securely in a bank or 

building society account and any valuable jewellery is safely and discreetly 
locked away then, even if a criminal cons their way into your home, there 
is nothing of value for them to steal. 

Please pass this information on to other residents, friends and elderly relatives. 
Remember to call the Police if you are suspicious of a caller or if they 

are being particularly pushy. 
Don’t be pushed into accepting services from a cold caller or from 

someone that you don’t know. Where possible use tradesmen that are 
reputable or who have been recommended by someone you trust. 

2010 is International Year of Biodiversity. “Biodiversity” 
describes the whole range of different varieties of living things on 
earth.  Find out more at Hinxworth Pond Day, June 27th. Full 

details in April Village Voice.


