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Village Voice
Th anks to all who attended the 

Edworth Easter Egg Hunt and after-
noon tea. It was lovely to have some 
guests from as far afi eld as Hinxworth. 
The children  enjoyed themselves,  
faces covered in chocolate, and the 
adults enjoyed tea with generous slices 
of cake.   All the children received 
some chocolate and there were fi rst 
prizes in two age groups for the most 
eggs won. Jilly’s book stall was a roar-
ing success. Th e £103 raised will be 
added to the target of £1000  for the 
charity Breakthrough Breast Cancer. 
Photo shows Claire Broadway with 
her niece Millie, girls’ winner in the 
under fi ves with the most eggs found.

Edworth two to walk 26.6 miles
   Lesa Welch and Neil Watts of Edworth are participating in the 

London Playtex Moonwalk on May 15th.  Th ey will be joining over 
15,000 other walkers who will set out between 10 - 11.30 at night to 
walk 26.6 miles in order to raise awareness and funds for Breast Cancer.   
You can follow their progress on www.walkthewalkfundraising.org/fabu-
lous_4 where they have kept a log of training, photos and routes.

give them a beep or share the walk
If you see them walking around the villages in their training tee shirts 
please give them a beep. If anyone is interested in joining them the 
weekend before the walk on Saturday May 8th to do a nine mile walk 
around Edworth - Ashwell - Hinxworth starting at 10am at Edworth on 
the green,  they would greatly enjoy the support and company.

Stratton School Open Farm Day
 Enjoy a grand day out at  Stratton School Open Farm Day 

on Sunday 9th May,10am - 4pm, Eagle Farm Road, Biggleswade.
Plants sale, free-range meat sale, tombola, cake stall, gifts and 
crafts, as well as all the farm activities to join in and watch 
sheep shearing, feeding  the lambs, fact finder trail,  in-
formation talks  on rearing  pigs, and  honey  production. 
More information available at www.stratton.beds.sch.uk

Election Day coffee morning May 6th
Once you’ve voted, why not relax over a cup of coff ee and a piece of 

cake at one of Newnham’s legendary coff ee mornings at Lodge Cottage 
opposite the village hall from 10 am until noon?  Th ere will be bric a 
brac, a cake stall,  a raffl  e and good company. £2.50 in aid of St Vincent’s 
Church and the village hall.

    Hinxworth Open Gardens Sunday June 13th from 2 - 6pm. Tickets 
available in advance from Sylvia Scales include cream teas from 4pm £5 
for adults, £1 for children or on the day from 2pm at 12 Francis Road.
Teas available to purchase separately. Please note many of the gardens 
have ponds, please be careful! In aid of Garden House Hospice and 
Macmillan Cancer Care.

waiters, bakers, caretakers needed
 Help needed for Open Gardens.  If you are able to help serve teas, man 
stalls, make scones or even do a stint in a garden while the owners have 
a look at the other gardens please contact Sylvia Scales.

Party in the Park tickets available
 Party in the Park, Saturday July 3rd from 6pm.Back due to popular 
demand!  Tickets available in advance from Sylvia Scales. £20 for a 
reserved pitch and 6 tickets. On the day £5 for adults and £2.50 for   
children. No food this year so bring your own food and drink. Dancing 
to Jigsaw and others.

Come and enjoy the most talked about event of the year! Off ers of 
help manning the gate from 6 pm would be most welcome, 45 minute 
stints – do it with a mate –  please. Th ank you.

1940s dance to the Memphis Sound
  1940s Dance on Saturday September 4th. Advance notice to get your 
tickets while they’re going, £12.50 to include supper, bar available and 
dancing to the big band sound of  Peter Chapman’s Memphis Sound 
from 7:30 till late. Tickets from Sylvia Scales 01462 742505.

All happening in Hinxworth

Hinxworth Village Pond Day, June 27
 Come join us for a village ‘fi rst’ including a wonderful day of fresh 

air, fun and learning for all ages under the guidance of national conserva-
tion expert, Rod d’Ayala.

Refreshments, presentation, tour of three beautiful private ponds, pond 
dipping and much more!  For information and tickets please contact Linda 
and Peter Butler on 07711 822983 or linda.butler4@btinternet.com.

Millie found the eggs

Lesa Welch

Christian Aid Week is coming!
We will be raising money for Christian Aid at the Hinxworth soup 

lunch on Friday May 14th from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. Th ere will be a 
cake stall, bric a brac, books and dvds, a raffl  e with amazing prizes from 
Crumps of Ashwell, Harriet Kelsall Jewellery among others. Donations 
for raffl  e and off ers of help welcome. Please contact Patrick Forbes on 
01462 742015. Th ank you. We will also feature Christian Aid in our fam-
ily service on Sunday May 2nd, 10.15 am at St Nicholas, Hinxworth.

Copy date for June Voice is May 17th 
due to the editor‛s need of a holiday, poor old thing! 

Moveable Priest
Hours before we went to press we heard that our parish priest Simon 

Chambers had been appointed Team Vicar in the Shaftesbury Team in 
Salisbury Diocese. It is expected that he will fi nish his ministry here at 
the end of July.

Asparagus available - ring 07702 964925
              Park Corner Farm, Dunton Lane, Biggleswade



Please send all copy and pictures for June Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 
18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, by May 17th. Village 
Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd. Please note that my email 
address has changed to fool1@patrickforbes.plus.com

Dates for your diary
May 2nd Christian Aid Family Service 10.15 am St Nicholas Hinxworth
May 5th Hinxworth Parish Council meeting Village Hall 8 pm
May 6th Election  Coffee Morning, Lodge Cottage, Newnham, 10 am
May 9th Ashwell at Home
May 14th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 pm until 2 pm
May 17th strict deadline for June’s Village Voice
May 22nd Hinxworth Big Tidy Up. Meet Village Hall 9.30 am 
June 13th Open Gardens and cream teas
June 27th Newnham Church Lunch, Newnham Hall Cottage
June 27th Hinxworth Village Pond Day. 
July 3rd Party in the Park, Hinxworth Recreation Ground
July 10th/11th  12.00 till 4.00pm  Caldecote Fuchsia Festival
September 4th 1940s Dance, Hinxworth Village Hall, see page one

The Big Tidy Up - reminder
The W.I. in conjunction with ‘Keep Britain Tidy’ is organising a Big 

Tidy Up in and around the Village.  Come and help get your village 
spick and span in time for the Open Gardens event.

Volunteers are needed or the ‘Press Gang’ may call! Sacks, Hi-viz 
tabards, gloves etc. will be provided. If you can spend a couple of hours 
from 9.30am. on Saturday 22nd May,  please ring Viv Hughes on 01462 
743227. Meet at the Village Hall where light refreshments will be served 
to workers during and after the ‘Big Tidy Up’.

When you get an approved renewable energy system installed you 
can now benefit from a Feed-in Tariff (FIT). Your electricity supplier will 
pay one tariff for the electricity you generate and one for any electricity 
you export to the grid. For a standard household Solar PV system they’ll pay 
41.3p per kWh generated and at least 3p per kWh exported. 

FITs mean that a well sited Solar PV system can now pay for 
itself in as little as 12.5 years.  To qualify for FITs, equipment 
and its installers must both be MCS approved. The Microgen-
eration Certification Scheme is the new guarantee of quality.  
A 2.5kW peak system for a two person household could save/earn you 
£1000 a year and currently costs around £15,000 fitted. A new set-up 
like this will reduce your annual CO2 emissions by around a tonne.  In 
terms of its positive environmental impact this is comparable to getting 
loft and cavity wall insulation fitted together.

FITs replace government grants for electricity generating technologies 
like Solar PV and wind turbines. Grants for renewable heating systems 
remain but are due to be superseded in April 2011 by the Renewable Heat 
Incentive. To qualify for a grant your home must be insulated (270mm in 
the loft and cavity wall filled) with energy saving light bulbs throughout. 
For the latest information  on renewable energy systems and incentives, 
contact the Energy Saving Trust on 0800 512012.
Gordon Glass

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
At April’s meeting, Norey Baker, a committed vegetarian, entertained 

members with stories of her life growing up in Colombia and her farm 
there.  She then filled the hall with the mouth watering aroma of deli-
cious South American vegetarian cooking.  All the members got to taste 
the wonderful food she had prepared, and all agreed that the coffee cake 
was to die for!

The business of the next meeting of the WI on Thursday May13th is 
“The Resolutions.”  It will be held as usual in the Village Hall, Hinxworth 
at 7.45pm.
Heidi Mason

Solar power is an earner 
with new feed-in tariff

photovoltaic panels on the Forbes roof in Hinxworth

Early deadline shock horror

Christian Aid Week
         May 9-15
Christian Aid Week is Britain’s longest-running fundraising week 

and has been a firm fixture in the calendar of many thousands of people 
each year since 1957. It is famous for the distinctive envelope that drops 
through the letterboxes of millions of homes each May – and for the 
massive impact that the week has made in the fight to end the scandal 
of poverty around the world.

more dignity where there was none
For example, people such as Catherine Nyaata, in the slums or infor-
mal settlements of Nairobi, Kenya have been given a significant boost 
as they try to work their way out of poverty. Thanks to Christian Aid 
partner organisation MNU, members of Catherine’s community have 
been able to install five toilet and shower blocks. ‘They have brought us 
more dignity. Previously there was none,’ says Catherine.

a vision to end poverty
Christian Aid is an international development agency with a vision – an 
end to poverty – and it believes that vision can become a reality. It works 
through partner organisations in around 50 countries for profound 
change that eradicates the causes of poverty, striving to achieve equality, 
dignity and freedom for all, regardless of faith or nationality.

When six-year-old Blessing con-
tracted typhoid, she became very ill. 
‘She was coughing. She was vomit-
ing. She even had some diarrhoea,’ 
remembers her father, Charles. They 
live in Matopeni, an urban slum in 
Nairobi. Matopeni’s open sewers, 
rat-infested and full of stagnant water, 
mean diseases like typhoid, cholera 
and tuberculosis are everyday risks. 
‘Children are the ones who are most affected when there is an outbreak 
of typhoid,’ says Catherine Kithuku from community group Arise and 
Shine. ‘But people don’t understand  –  maybe you don’t have money to 
go to the hospital or maybe you just assume my baby has normal diar-
rhoea and maybe there is a problem.’

clean water will transform lives
Blessing’s father had to go to two clinics before he found out what was 
wrong with his daughter.  And even then he couldn’t afford her treat-
ment, and had to borrow from friends and family. Now Blessing is on the 
mend, but as long as Matopeni has no clean water, the cycle of sickness 
and poverty will continue. It really isn’t an exaggeration to say that clean 
water would revolutionise life in Matopeni.  Any funds we raise on May 
14th at Hinxworth Soup Lunch will help to bring clean water. proper 
washing and toilet facilities to Matopeni.



Dejavu with a difference.
Do you have any named or designer clothes that you no longer want?  

Well Dejavu is a charity shop in Letchworth who will sell these items 
for you. You can choose either to have 50% of the sold price and the 
other 50% goes to charity or you donate all the proceeds to the charity.  
For more details and terms and conditions call Di on 07803 968284.
Dejavu, 25 The Wynd, Letchworth.
Helene Donohoe

Hinxworth Parish Council
The Parish Council met on March 19th and March the 31st. The 

meeting on the 19th at which all Councillors and the Clerk were present, 
discussed a nine point proposal by Paul Watler and Yvonne Tookey con-
cerning the allotment project, in order to minimise any inconvenience to 
Francis Road residents. Various resolutions were carried including the need 
to apply for planning permission for a car park on the allotment site.

The meeting on the 31st was attended by all except Les Whitfield who 
sent his apologies. Matters dealt with included:

Potholes: Although some road repairs have been carried out, the 
potholes in New Inn Road still need filling. This will be followed up. 

Bury End Pond: It is the intention of Hertfordshire Highways to 
build a gully under the road by Bury End pond with a trap on the pond 
side to prevent flooding in the future.

Village hall car park: This will be spread with planings as soon as 
the weather permits.

Allotments: This Project is slowly progressing. A revision of the lease 
agreement has been sent to the District Council. A licence agreement 
for use between the Parish Council and the allotment holders is being 
drafted with Chris Vallely’s help

Village of the Year: The Parish Council supports the idea of Hinxworth 
participating in this competition, and hopes that a team from the Village 
can be organised to implement this initiative.

Next Meeting: Wednesday May 5th at 8.00pm in the Village Hall. 
Simon Marlow

Dear Editor,
The other day you and many of us in the village probably received 

a “charity” bag. I thought I’d let you know  that the bag is a scam.  Not 
just this one, but the majority that drop through our doors.  This one 
in particular was quite easy to spot as on the back it said something like: 
we will give up to £2000 to the charity.

I looked at the accounts and saw that in the year ending 31/01/09 
they raised: Fundraising – £32,965; Donations – £191,474 Total - 
£224,439

But they spent:Wages - £157,919,Social Security costs - £9,522;
Rent - £15,572; Insurance - £582; Telephone - £11,224; Printing, 

post, stationary - £8,229; Sundries - £1,437; Training - £195; Cleaning 
– £1,102; Advocacy – £12,998; Travel & subsistence - £3,474

Advertising - £450; Accounting - £1,616; Bank and credit card charges 
– £1,176; Fixtures and fittings - £118; So that comes to… (drum roll) 
£225,614

take your stuff to charity shop
Now I must point out that they did donate £13,000 pounds 

to charity apparently. But I just really wanted to point out that these 
bags may be convenient and get rid of junk from your house, but they 
profit someone else and not always the charity on the front, or a real 
charity in this case. I would recommend that you and  the readers find 
your favourite charity shop and donate items through the shop rather 
than using the bags.

Thank you
Victoria Scales

Beware ‘Charity‛ Bag Scam

Welcome to Le Petit Fournil, originally the bakehouse here in 
the little hamlet of La Meynardie, adjoining a small working dairy 
farm. It is just 1.5 kms from the bustling ancient town of Mareuil 
sur Belle, yet set in the heart of one of the most beautiful of Na-
tional Forests. Le Petit Fournil is the perfect location for enjoying 
stunning walks, cycling amongst fields of sunflowers, exploring the 
many forest tracks or simply relishing with a picnic, the peace and 
tranquillity found in this picturesque region of South West France. 

                               rent a romantic hideaway
This beautiful little bakehouse is the perfect romantic ‘hideaway’ for 
two! Carefully redesigned and sympathetically furnished, it permits 
guests to enjoy all the pleasures of an open-plan, character filled coun-
try retreat with the integration of all modern-day amenities. A south 
facing terrace overlooks the meadow and lakes beyond and is just 
the perfect spot to enjoy a good bottle of wine watching the sun go 
down over the hills. The shaded terrace to the front of the bakehouse 
is comfortably furnished too and ideal for relaxing in the heat of the 
day! In the cooler days a pretty Godin wood burning stove creates a 
warm and comforting atmosphere in the very heart of the bake house. 
    The Dordogne is renowned for its captivating medieval towns and 
its romantic little  villages tucked away in the rolling hills and forests, 
alongside gently meandering rivers and pre historic caves. With a lovely 
climate enjoying generous levels of warm sunshine from spring right 
through to autumn, this is a region that can be thoroughly enjoyed 
throughout the whole year. Visit the many colourful markets for locally 
produced foie gras, truffles, goats cheese and strawberries to mention 
just a few - not forgetting the excellent Bergerac wines of course! You’ll 
find fabulous restaurants where all these delicacies and more, to suit all 
tastes, are served to perfection!   www.lepetitfournil.co.uk
Jules Thackway  julesthackway@hotmail.co.uk

It is tennis time again!
The Hinxworth court has recently been cleared of weeds and moss 

and I have just learnt that it is about to be swept in anticipation of tennis 
playing. Good stuff. So do come along for game, set, and match!

In line with last year the Parish Council has waived the membership 
costs so if you live in the village you can play for FREE. I think it is a 
very nice gesture and I would like to encourage as many people as pos-
sible to have fun and get fit on the court. 

I have printed new booking sheets and placed them on the tennis 
notice board. Please use them to book the court for your own sessions.

Additionally, like last year, there will be Village Tennis from 6 to 8 
pm on Thursday evenings in June. Doubles and drills will be the order 
of the day so come down to play, whatever your standard. See you on 
the court.
Annie Hull

Discover delightful Dordogne

Hinxworth Art So-
ciety’s annual exhibition 
on April 24th and 25th 
was a great success. 96 
paintings were exhib-
ited together with lo-
cally thrown pottery and 
examples of children’s art. 
Some 150 visitors came 
from far and near to view 
the exhibits, there was a 
splendid raffle and visi- members of the hanging committee at work
tors were encouraged to vote for their favourite work of art. Tea, coffee, 
cake and biscuits were on offer and the exhibition was deemed to have 
been a great success, with total proceeds nearly £700.  23  paintings were 
sold, and evidence abounded that the Hinxworth Art Society is not only 
in good heart but goes from strength to strength.

Spring Show Success



Church Services - MayOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency, dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

Sunday 2nd 10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 9th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
Sunday 16th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
Sunday 23rd 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
                   9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
Sunday 30th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth 

 Police Surgery
May’s  surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Ashwell 
High Street 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday May 7th.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

soup lunch
May’s soup lunch will be in 
Hinxworth Village Hall on Friday, 
May 14th 12.30 - 2 pm. All are 
very welcome. See page one.

village walk
Join us for a  walk  followed by 
lunch in a pub on Friday May 28th. 
Meet outside the Three Horseshoes, 
Hinxworth at 10.30 am.

Residents  may have wondered what the 
Police helicopter was doing over Ashwell on 
Sunday 28th March. Well, at about 10 am we 
had a report of a single hare courser on farm 

Hare Today....

land by Station road, Ashwell. We all rushed out there and as I have 
friends in the air support unit, the Police helicopter was scrambled and 
they found a strange vehicle on the track behind Sunnymead Orchard. 
This vehicle was tracked by the helicopter and whilst on the public foot-
path the front seat passenger was seen to change seats with the driver. 
The vehicle was stopped by a marked unit on the road to Newnham. 
There were five coursing dogs in the rear, all the three occupants had slip 
leads so all the occupants were arrested for conspiracy to hare course. 
Although the vehicle was insured by the driver the passenger did not have 
insurance and as he had been seen to drive it in a public place, we seized 
it and both the driver and passenger were dealt with for the offence of 
‘No Insurance’ I interviewed all three of them and two admitted hare 
coursing offences and have been dealt with.

This was the second vehicle that we have seized this month from hare 
coursers and over 60% of arrests in my area are for hare coursing offences.
We have been adopting a zero tolerance for hare coursing for some time 
and we are arresting more than we ever have done before.

‘friend in need‛ con
How about this for a simple fraud? Someone has reported to us that all 
the people in their personal e mail address book were contacted by email 
and this is a brief outline of the mail that was sent out to them. “Hi, I am 
in Spain and I need some money as I have had all my credit cards stolen, 
please can you put £300 into my new account (numbers supplied).” You 
guessed it, it was a con, and luckily enough no one fell for it

a burning issue
A barbecue should be a safe and enjoyable experience but it’s all 

too easy to be distracted when you have friends and family around you 
whilst cooking. To avoid injuries or damage to property, follow these 
simple precautions: 

• Make sure your barbecue is in good working order. 
• Ensure the barbecue is on a flat site, well away from a shed, trees     

or shrubs. 
• Keep children, garden games and pets well away from the cooking area. 
• Never leave the barbecue unattended. 
• Keep a bucket of water or sand nearby for emergencies. 
• Ensure the barbecue is cool before attempting to move it. 
Charcoal Barbecues
• Use only enough charcoal to cover the base to a depth of about 

50mm (2 inches).
• Only use recognised fire lighters or starter fuel and only on cold 

coals - use the minimum necessary and never use petrol. 
• Never put hot ashes straight into a dustbin or wheelie bin - they 

could melt the plastic and cause a fire. 
Gas Barbecues
• Make sure the tap is turned off before changing the gas cylinder. 
• Change cylinders outdoors if possible or in a well ventilated area. 
• If you suspect a leak to the cylinder or pipe work, brush soapy 

water around the joints and watch for bubbles - tighten to fix but do 
not over tighten. 

• After cooking, turn off the gas cylinder before turning off at the 
controls to ensure any residual gas in the pipe work is used up. 

  For further fire safety information or advice please call:  01763 
822100. You can obtain advice by calling at, or telephoning, your lo-
cal fire station. HFRS also run a very successful home fire safety check 
scheme. Firefighters provide invaluable fire safety advice tailored to your 
property. They will always call to make an appointment, will carry of-

ficial identification and will use a pre arranged password for your added 
security.  Smoke alarms will be fitted, free of charge on request. If you 
would like a free home safety check, or to talk about any aspect of home 
safety, please call Royston Fire Station on 01763 822100.

continued in columns 3 & 4

continued from columns 1 & 2

Ashwell Patients‛ Group
Our guest speaker for our next 

and final talk in this year’s series 
is Malcolm Vorley. Malcolm is a 
podiatrist with three strands to his 
bow. He works for Camden PCT, 
where he carries out home visits 
and routine work. He also works 
for Camden and Islington Mental 
Health Trust and he has another 
post at the high risk podiatry clinic 
at University College Hospital. 
In addition, Malcolm is a clinical 
educator and examiner in Podiatry 
for the University of East London. 
With all that experience, he should 
have plenty to recount.

footnote
Malcolm’s talk  entitled ‘Podia-

try - not just toe nail cutting!’ is on 
Wednesday 12th May at 7.30 pm at 
Ashwell Surgery, with refreshments 
served from 7.15. All welcome.

 I’d like to thank the people 
who attended the Neighbourhood 
Watch Meeting on Thursday 25th 
March at The Three Horseshoes.
PCSO 6117 Amy Rainbird 

Thank you

Forthcoming events include 
Ashwell At Home  Sunday May 
9th 12 - 6pm  Admission £5, chil-
dren under 14 free. Free parking.

Launch of new Resource Centre 
Saturday June 12th, open 10 am - 
12 pm in Ashwell Museum and Par-
ish Rooms. Coffee, tea and squash 
available with some small artifacts 
on display Everyone invited. 

old Ashwell on film
  At 7.30 pm in URC Hall there 
will be a film show of old Ashwell 
events with light refreshments. 
A small charge/donation will be 
asked for to cover costs. Tickets 
will be available nearer the time.

trip to Oxford
Coach trip to Oxford  Thursday 
8th July,  leaving Ashwell Post 
Office 9am, cost £14.   For further 
information Please contact Karen 
Mills 01462 742155 or Hilary 
Masham 01462 742416.

Ashwell Museum news

Millie found the eggs
were you fooled?

Apparently some readers did 
a double take when they read of 
plans to put lockable gates at the 
High Street end of Francis Road. 
However you may have noticed 
some defensive planting to dis-
courage heavy farm machinery 
from riding over grassed areas. 


