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Village Voice

Village Supper – Saturday November 13
Put this very important date in your diary and come to Hinxworth 

Village Hall at 7.30 pm for 8 pm and celebrate all that is good and 
exciting in our villages!

At only £12.50 a head, the evening will off er locally sourced, freshly 
cooked ham and beef, vegetarian options will be available, salads and 
jacket potatoes followed by a range of desserts plus, of course, wine on 
the table! Good company, good fun and good conversation are also in-
cluded in the price! Needless to say there will be terrifi c entertainment 
off ered by local celebrities.

Each table will have a host who will be asked to provide a pudding so if 
you would like to do this please  contact Claire Hay on 01462 742477 or 
clairehayuk@yahoo.co.uk. For tickets please contact Heather or Michael 
Baim on 01767 315094 or royal_penguin@hotmail.com 

Any member of the Management Committee will be only too delight-
ed to give you more information or sell you tickets. Roll up, roll up!

“Miss Potter”
This film starring Renee Zellweger 

and Ewan McGregor will be shown in 
Hinxworth Village Hall on November 
20th at 8 pm.  Tickets are available at the 
door or from John Tookey in advance. 
Th e cost is £3.50 which also gives you one 
week’s trial membership of the Bowls Club 
and Tuition in the skills of the game. See 
John Tookey on the night for details.

WI Autumn Bazaar November 6th
Hinxworth Village Hall

Come and buy your Christmas gifts early 10 am until 3 pm. Crafts, 
Cakes, Jams, Chutneys, bric a brac,raffl  es,and lots more. Soup lunch 
available from 12.30 pm. Tables for your own sales £5 - contact Edna 
Keep on 01462 742694.  

1.Toy Sale and Coff ee morning on 20th November at Ashwell URC 
Hall 10am-12 noon. Lots of bargain toys on sale, Phoenix card stall, 
handmade cuddly monsters stall and cafe serving lovely cakes.

2. Winter Wonderland on 11th December at Ashwell URC Hall 
10.30-1pm. Lots of Christmas games, Santa’s Grotto, Raffl  e and Cafe 
serving light lunches

Ashwell Playgroup events

Please send all copy and pictures for DecemberVillage Voice to Patrick Forbes, 
18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, by November 20th. Village Voice 
is published by Forbes Services Ltd and can be read at www.hinxworth.info 
Email address for all copy and pictures is fool1@patrickforbes.plus.com  

Vote for faster broadband
If you, like me, are fed up to the back teeth with the snail 

like speed of broadband, BT has a suggestion. Log on to 
www.bt.com/racetoinfi nity and enter your post code. You 
will then, if you want, see a bit of BT video and have the 
chance to register your details in order to tell BT you’d like 
their superfast broadband here and now. 

In their introduction explaining the “race”, BT say, “Over 
the next fi ve years BT is rolling out superfast fi bre optic 
broadband across the UK. If you’re not on the announced 
roll out plan Th e Race to Infi nity gives you the opportunity 
to fast track your area to get BT Infi nity next.”

“Th e fi ve areas with the largest percentage of votes by 
December 31st 2010 will win the chance to bring superfast 
broadband to their area. BT will also donate £5,000 of com-
puter equipment to a local community project.”

“Whether you’re big on social networking, gaming, 
streaming, uploading or downloading, prepare to have your 
life transformed with superfast speeds.”

1066 votes needed
“To vote simply go to ‘VOTE NOW’ and enter your de-
tails. Don’t forget to pass it on to your friends on Facebook 
and Twitter to get your area to the top of the scoreboard.”  
As we went to press, our Ashwell exchange had registered 
just 30 votes, 2.74% out of 1,096 possible responses. So 
before you do anything else today, please log on to www.
bt.com/racetoinfi nity and register your vote.

Allotment progress

Robin Bentley and Simon Marlow marking out the allotment plots on 
the site off  Francis Road, Hinxworth. Th e area has been ploughed and 
allotmenteers are hoping to start work on their plots very soon.



Hinxworth and Edworth WI

Dates for your diary
November 4th Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall 8 pm
November 6th Ashwell School Fireworks Hinxworth Rec. 6 for 6.30 pm
November 13th Village Supper Hinxworth Village Hall, see page one
November 13th Handel’s Messiah, St Mary’s Church, Ashwell, page 4
November 14th Remembrance Service St Nicholas H’worth 9.45 am
November 19th Ashwell Village Quiz, Ashwell School, 7.30 pm see page 4
November 20th Ashwell Playgroup Toy Sale, Ashwell URC see page 1
November 20th “Miss Potter” film, Hinxworth Village Hall 8 pm 
November 24th Ashwell Patients’ Group talk, 7.30 pm Ashwell surgery
December 4th Ashwell Christmas Fair, St Mary’s Church 9.30 am - 1 pm 

Imagine discovering an energy source so versatile that it could power 
90% of modern transportation, help in the production of 95% of in-
dustrial goods, provide a three fold increase in agricultural crop yields 
and supply our government (alongside gas) with 30% of its corporation 
tax receipts.

returns from 100 to 1 to 2 to 1
You just struck oil!  But here’s the rub. 100 years ago you only had to 
puncture Texan ground to make oil burst forth. Today we’re burning 
natural gas to extract it from tar sands. The return on energy invested was 
once 100:1 - for tar sands it is closer to 2:1. As more and more energy 
is required to extract oil, less will be available to feed economic growth. 
The low price oil we’ve enjoyed for decades appears to be history.  

insulation sensible first step
The Transition Town Network has highlighted some of the challenges this 
poses. It is working to build local resilience and it is not alone. Interest in 
allotment plots, car sharing and renewable energy is growing. Sustrans 
is encouraging us to walk, cycle and use public transport. People are 
getting their homes better insulated – a sensible first step faced with the 
prospect of rising heating costs. 

For further information visit www.cocoonyourhome.co.uk/saving 
Gordon Glass

At the Parish Council
The Parish Council met on Thursday 7th October. Present were the 

chairman, Simon Marlow, Mark Jarman, Paul Watler and the clerk, 
Wendy Kitchener. Apologies were received from Les Whitfield and 
Yvonne Tookey.

Among items discussed were various highway issues such as street 
lights not working properly and the fact that the new road signs at the 
Langford bridge do not include Hinxworth. Representations about 
this are being made to both Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire highway 
authorities.

Now that the village hall car park has a good surface and the hedges 
have been properly trimmed, the car park lights ought to be moved to 
the sides. The feasibility of doing this will be explored in cooperation 
with the Village Hall Management Committee.

In view of the increasing financial constraints it was decided to make 
no further grass cutting this year.

The Council has been informed that the annual environment im-
provement grant from the District Council will no longer be available 
to cover the costs of grass cutting and the general upkeep of the village. 
The Council will fight this cut vigorously.

The access track to the allotment field has now been constructed.
Date of the next meeting: Thursday November 4th 2010 at 8.00pm 

in the Village Hall.  All welcome.

The meeting of the Women’s Institute took the form of Members’ 
Night, the evening when the members take and run the meeting, find a 
speaker, provide refreshments and elect a president for the evening.

This year Sylvia Scales  was our evening’s president and she welcomed 
as our speaker, Mrs Shirley Webb DipCHyp,NLP,(MasterPrac),HPD,M
NCH(Reg),DipCouns,CertEd. from Newnham who came and spoke to 
us on Cognitive Hypnotherapy and NLP, Neuro Linguistic Programming. 
She explained to us how she uses her expertise and told us that Cognitive 
Hypnotherapy uses your natural trance states to assist in uncovering the 
thoughts and memory patterns that lead to problems and will continue 
to maintain them.  It employs techniques to modify these patterns so 
that you are able to  consciously take control of your behaviour.

 NLP is the end product of a curiosity which begins by asking “How 
do people do that?” As a result of this initial curiosity, techniques have 
been developed to improve people’s lives. At the end of her talk Mrs 
Webb gave us a taste of relaxation that she usually uses at the beginning 
of  a consultation. Her work is used to treat many problems including 
reducing stress, panic and anxiety, smoking cessation, weight loss, to 
name a few.

Food was then served, followed by a Halloween Quiz, and Raffle, 
and the committee were given  pot plants as a Thank you for their hard 
work and commitment during the year.

annual meeting and sellotape 
Next month’s meeting: Thursday November 11th, 7.45pm in the Village 
Hall, Hinxworth will be our Annual Meeting when a new committee  
and president is elected. It will be followed by a demonstration of making 
Christmas Decorations, so please will all members and non members 
bring with them scissors, sellotape, cocktail sticks, secateurs, bunch of 
evergreen foliage.

Harvest Festivals raise £1560 
St George’s Church Edworth was beautifully decorated for their joint 

harvest festival with St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth. Children answered 
questions and were rewarded with harvest produce and seeds. A delicious 
lunch was enjoyed by over 80 people in Edworth Barn and around £1,275 
were raised for Church funds. The collection at the service amounted to 
£145 for the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal. 

Tony from Henlow won
Andy Hartree presented a ‘who wants to be a millionaire’  style quiz with 
help from daughter Ellie. Your editor failed at the last hurdle, a question 
about railway engines, and the winner was 
Tony Watts, pictured right, from Henlow 
who was visiting his son Neil in Edworth. 
Thanks to the Three Horseshoes for their 
generous prize.

welcome,Poppy
Newnham’s Harvest Festival on Oc-

tober 24th raised over £140, and Poppy 
Collins was baptised during the service.

Missing spoon mystery
After the Harvest Lunch at Edworth barn I discovered that the serv-

ing spoon I brought home was not mine.   Would anyone who kindly 
contributed food for the lunch please do a spoon check to see whether 
one of theirs is missing - and whether mine has been picked up instead!   
The spoon in question is a stainless steel Prestige spoon.   My own is 
stainless steel but of unknown make.  Please contact me  on 01462 
742015 if you can solve the mystery.
Annette Forbes 

Preparing for Transition?



Ashwell Patients‛ Group
Our next talk is on the subject of Exercise Referral, which is the use 

of physical exercise as a means of alleviating symptoms associated with 
a variety of common conditions. Our guest speaker, Liz Fowler, has vast 
experience in providing such therapeutic therapy. She has run fitness 
classes offering such things as circuit training, senior mobility and mat 
pilates. She also provides personal training to individual clients suffering 
from diabetes, MS, Parkinsons, fibromyalgia, arthritis and heart disease. 
She is a member of the National Exercise Referral Forum whose function 
is to help establish new government guidelines on exercise referral and to 
update the National Quality Assurance Framework. In her spare time Liz 
is a senior volunteer instructor with the charity Action for Rehabilitation 
from Neurological Injury, ARNI, which helps stroke survivors with long 
term rehabilitation techniques to promote independent living.

This promises to be a fascinating evening with a real expert in the field. 
The date is Wednesday 24th November at 7.30 in Ashwell Surgery. All 
are welcome and refreshments will be served from 7.15. See you there!
Peter Chapman, Chairman

It will soon be time to think about buying Christmas cards again.  
Last year the Alternative Christmas Card Scheme in Hinxworth and 
Edworth raised over a thousand pounds for the two charities concerned.  
At a time when many charities are feeling the draught, it would be great 
if a few more villagers would join in so that we could do at least as well 
this year. Those taking part donate the money that they would otherwise 
have spent on buying and sending Christmas cards to their Hinxworth 
and Edworth friends to either or both of the charities we support. Any 
amount is gratefully received.  Just before Christmas, a simple Christmas 
card bearing a greeting and the names of all the participants will then be 
delivered to every house in these two villages. 

keech hospice and mercy ships
It has been suggested that this year we support the Keech Hospice for 
children in Streatley, which supports families across Hertfordshire and 
Bedfordshire with a child or young person diagnosed with a life-limiting 
condition.  75% of the annual running costs of Keech Cottage have to 
be supported by voluntary donations and fundraising.  

Our second charity will be for aid to the Third World, and Mercy 
Ships, which we have supported before, is a very worthy cause.  Since 
1978 its hospital ships have provided free surgery and medical care to poor 
and needy people in under-developed countries throughout the world.  
These state-of-the-art charity ships also serve as a platform for training 
health professionals in those countries, thereby leaving a lasting legacy 
when they sail away.  They are staffed by volunteer medical professionals 
who raise their own finances to become crew members, paying towards 
the cost of living on board.

please get in touch soon
All I really need to know initially, and preferably by early December, is 
the names of those who wish to participate, janetfair@btinternet.com 
or telephone 01462 743137.  Then I’ll need to collect the money in 
before the end of the year.  Just put your contribution - cash or, prefer-
ably, cheque(s) - in an envelope and drop it in to me at “Cammocks”, 
Chapel Street, Hinxworth SG7 5HN.  Cheques should be made out to 
Keech Hospice Care or Mercy Ships UK Ltd.  You may, of course, wish 
to divide your money between both charities. If your contribution is in 
the form of cash, do please remember to write your name on the envelope 
and which cause(s) you would like to support. 

and make donations gift aided
Better still, if you are a UK taxpayer and can make your contribution 
through Gift Aid, do let me know: it is of real benefit to the charity 
concerned.  All you need to do is fill in a short form which can be 
downloaded from the relevant website, or I can supply it.  The charity 
will then reclaim another 25p for every £1 you give and it doesn’t cost 
you a penny extra! Meanwhile, remember – you don’t need to buy so 
many Christmas cards!
Janet Fair

A number of new families have moved into 
Francis Road over the past months. One such 
family is Dawn Green, daughter Francesca, son 
Angus, and 2 dogs. They have moved into No. 8, 
previously occupied by the Smith family. Daughter 
Francesca has since moved to Paris for a 9-month 
contract with Ted Baker fashions before going to 
university to study modern Chinese.

A child of a military family, Dawn was born in 
Singapore but spent her childhood in Dunfermline 

Alternative Christmas Card SchemeHinxworth‛s new Dawn

in Fife, Scotland. But for most of her adult life she has lived in this area, 
moving from Tadlow to Hinxworth earlier this year.

helping ladies to play golf...
Dawn’s life is strongly linked to sport. She is part time administrator for 
the Hertfordshire Golf Union based at Chesfield Downs Golf club at 
Graveley. All the golf clubs in Hertfordshire are affiliated to this organi-
sation which provides coaching, runs countywide tournaments and a 
scratch league of seven divisions. “We also run courses, one of which is 
a ladies introduction session for those who are thinking of taking up the 
game,” said Dawn. You can obtain details from her on 08081 682333 
or e-mail office@hertsgolfunion.com.

In addition to this work Dawn is a registered nutritionist with a 
particular interest in sport, having studied at the Institute for Optimum 
Nutrition in Richmond on Thames. She runs occasional sessions for the 
GL-14 Health Club Fairfield Park. If you are in training for a sports event 
she can give you advice on nutritional preparation. She can be contacted 
on dgnutrition@googlemail.com 

...and children to be triathletes
Her own sporting activities include riding and competing in Triathlon 
events, swimming, cycling and running,  and is a member of the Hitchin 
base Team Trisports Club where she also has a coaching role. She has 
been involved in encouraging others to take up the event and runs a 
children’s only charity Triathlon for 7-14 year olds. This is run from 
Melbourn Village College in May or June. Last year some 110 children 
took part including some from Ashwell School. The event raises money 
for Leukaemia and Lymphoma research. Dawn’s ambition is to take part 
in a couple of Olympic standard Triathlons in the coming year.

At the end of our chat the mere thought of all that activity made your 
reporter quite exhausted. However, VV trusts Dawn will achieve her 
ambition and that the family will enjoy their new life in the Village. 
Ed Thorn

Many congratulations to Annie White and Neil El Hachem on their 
marriage, which took place in an ancient church in Byblos, Lebanon on 
August 28th 2010. 420 guests attended the ceremony to witness Annie 
and Neil joined in matrimony.  A blessing will be given to the marriage 
of Annie and Neil in St  Nicholas Church Hinxworth on Sunday De-
cember 19th at 3.00 pm.

Annie and Neil marry in 
Lebanon



Church Services - NovemberOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

 Police Surgery
November’s surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall, 
Ashwell High Street 10 am until 12 pm on Friday November 5th. 

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Soup Lunch
November’s soup lunch will be in 
Hinxworth Village Hall on Satur-
day November 6th12.30 - 2 pm. 
within the WI Autumn Bazaar.

November 7th 10.15 am  Family Service St Nicholas Hinxworth 
November 14th  9.45 am Remembrance Eucharist St Nicholas           

     Hinxworth, followed by ceremony at War Memorial
November 21st 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth
November 28th 9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent Newnham

Copy Date:November 20th - don‛t be late!

A couple of scams
I received a call the other day from a mem-

ber of public who had been called, allegedly by 
Sky, and asked for payment over the phone for 

Adrienne Gumm
Book-keeping Service

Taking care of your paperwork so you can 
take care of your business

Tel: Hinxworth (01462) 743979
E-Mail: adrienne.gumm@tiscali.co.uk

a “Satellite services repair warranty” which he knew had already been 
paid for.  When the caller was asked to quote the householder’s account 
number, he was unable to do so and so there is a good chance that this 
was a bogus call.

Upon checking up on Sky fraud, I found the  two articles which I 
have pasted in from www.skyuser.co.uk and www.digitalspy.co.uk which 
I think offer good advice A company named ‘Digital Satellite Warranty 
Cover Ltd’ is currently targeting consumers with the following statement 
either by telephone or by mail.

“Urgent Notice - Your Sky Digital Satellite System Warranty is Due 
To Expire - Call 0871 423 7974 without delay”

If you receive a letter from this company or any other company stating 
this or words to similar effect, either ignore it and dispose of it or forward 
it to your local trading standards office for them to investigate.

bogus district council calls
We have had reports of another scam, householders have been receiving 
calls -  allegedly from District Councils to say that they are to be awarded 
a Council Tax rebate and asking them to call up, on a number which the 
caller specifies, to arrange for funds to be transferred.

The District Council knows nothing of this and have confirmed that 
they would not advise people of any overpayments in such a manner. 

Please warn your friends and neighbours that this is a bogus call and 
if anyone receives such a call, they should report it to us on 0845 33 00 
222 and not divulge any personal details to the caller.  

Once again, can I advise you that you should never give any personal 
or banking details over the phone, unless you can be absolutely sure of 
to whom you are talking.

Ashwell Christmas Fair
This will take place in  St.Mary’s Church on Saturday, 4th December 

from 9.30 – 1.00pm. Stalls, exhibitions, craft demonstrations and much 
more. The Choir will sing carols and refreshments will be available. The 
Museum will be open and the Brazil 2011 Team will be in the Parish Church 
Room. Proceeds of the Fair will go to the Church Restoration Fund.

A big thank you to Margaret 
and customers of the Three Horse-
Shoes, friends and work mates at 
Greene King who have helped me 
raise £625 for the Bobby More 
Bowel Cancer Fund.

Dick‛s £625 run

I dragged 
my  ag e ing 
body around 
Victoria Park 
in East Lon-
don for a 10K 
run on Sun-
day 17th Oc-
tober. Which 
only goes to prove that drinking a 
pint or two each day is very good 
for you, and keeps our great pub 
alive too,

Cheers
Dick Cobb.

Bangers and Flash
Why not join parents and chil-

dren from Ashwell Village School 
at “Ashwell Fireworks and Bang-
ers on Saturday 6th November at 
Hinxworth Recreation Ground, 
Francis Road. Gates open from 
5.30 pm. Display starts at 6.30 
pm. There will be a Hot Dog Sup-
per Bar offering mulled wine, beer, 
soft drinks and food, serving from 
5.30 pm. Tickets: 2 adults and 4 
children £15, adults £5, Child 
£3, under 3 years free, advance 
family ticket £12, available from 
Ashwell School, or you can pay 
on the night.

Ashwell Village 
Quiz

On Friday November 19th, 
Ashwell Schoool is hosting a Vil-
lage Quiz, with food, drink, raf-
fle, prizes, and we are promised, 
laughter. Doors open at 7.30 pm 
for 8 pm start. Tickets, to include 
supper, £10 at the door on the 
night. Go for it! 

Remembrance 
Sunday

We will mark Remembrance 
Sunday with a Communion 
Service at St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth, at 9.45 am on No-
vember 14th, and then walk to the 
War Memorial to remember those 
who died in recent wars and to 
observe the Two Minutes’ Silence. 
Coffee will be served in The Three 
Horseshoes for those frozen to the 
marrow or soaked to the skin.

What is Toybox?

 At the family service at St 
Nicholas Church, Hinxworth, 
at 10.15 am  on November  7th   
Stephen Thorn, one of the Directors 
of the charity Toybox, will be speak-
ing. Toybox sponsors work amongst 
children living on the streets in the 
third world countries of Central 
and South America. Come and hear 
how they seek to change the lives of 
these children and how you can be 
part of that work.

The Log Store

Steve Hawthorne and Steven 
Lord of Edworth have opened “The 
Log Store” to provide firewood and 
kindling supplies. Deliveries can 
be made to Hertfordshire, Bed-
fordshire and Cambridgeshire ad-
dresses, and quality hard and soft 
woods are available to keep you 
toasty warm this winter.  Please 
call Steve on 07770 991414 or 
Steven on 07771 788706 to place 
your order, or leave a message on 
01767 318023.

Messiah in Ashwell
The North Herts Guild of 

Singers with Musica Donum Dei 
and soloists conductd by Stephen 
Bullamore will perform Handel’s 
Messiah in St Mary’s Church, 
Ashwell at 7.30 pm on Saturday 
November 13th. Tickets £20, £17 
conessions, £8 under 16, from 
Ashwell Post Office or call Ticket 
Manager on 01462 433393.


