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Village Voice

Copy Date September 20th - don‛t be late!

WANTED: Marias, nuns 
and anyone else who wants 
to sing along to Th e Sound 
of Music.

To all of you who are har-
bouring a secret desire to let 
everyone else know that you 
know all the words you are 
not alone!

Nuns sought for singalong

Bring your friends, bring your kids and come and join others with 
the same dark secret! Costume optional but.....Tickets £5 to include a 
glass of wine, from Sylvia Scales 742505  7 pm Saturday October 16th 
in Hinxworth Village Hall.

Th e 11th Ashwell Book Weekend will be held in St.Mary’s Church 
on Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd October (Sat.10 – 5pm, Sun.12 – 5pm.) 
Entrance £1. Many hundreds of books for sale, all types, bargain prices. 
Refreshments available. Proceeds to the Church Restoration Appeal.

If you have any books to donate beforehand, the Church will be open 
on Sunday 26th September 12.-5pm and Monday 27th to Th ursday 30th 
September 10am – 5pm, when sorting and setting up will be in progress. 
Hope to see you there over the weekend.

St Mary‛s Book Weekend

EDF Shocks Trees

Subcontractors working for electricity distributor EDF trimmed 
trees near their poles carrying supplies to Hinxworth on August 19th. 
Letters were delivered to all those likely to be aff ected by the interrup-
tion to the supply while the work was carried out. Once the supply was 
disconnected the cables carrying the 11,000 volt supply were earthed to 
further ensure the safety of the workers as they cut back trees. Th is work 
was necessary to ensure continuity of supply during bad weather when 
snow or high winds might cause cables to come into contact with trees. 
Our pictures show the “before and after” situation at the pole nearest to 
Hinxworth’s Village Hall.  

Earlier this year EDF told Village Voice that they spend more than 
£25 million a year cutting back trees which might otherwise interfere 
with electricity distribution, and that more than half that fi gure was spent 
in the East of England.  Village Voice hopes there won’t be a repeat of 
the catastrophic power failure in December last year when power was 
interrupted for around 40 hours during cold and snowy weather.

Battle of Britain Anniversary Dance
Saturday 4th September 7.30 pm in Hinxworth Village Hall. Dance 

to Peter Chapman’s Jazz Band playing a selection of big band sounds 
from the 1940s. Tickets to include supper, with a licensed bar, a bargain 
at £12.50, available from Claire Hay 01462 742477, Helene Donohoe 
01462 743213 or Sylvia Scales 01462 742505. Time’s running out!

Why not sign up for an allotment?
As you know, Hinxworth have got the go-ahead for 20 allotments situ-

ated at the end of Francis Road.  Out of the 20 allotments, 14 have been 
taken. If you are interest in taking one or half of one or would like further 
information, please contact Sharon Dawson, Secretary of the Hinxworth 
Allotment Group on stylerdawson@sky.com or on 01462 743092.

children with green fi ngers?
Also, the Allotment Group have received an enthusiastic response to the 
idea of having kids’ allotments. We thought perhaps we could divide one 
allotment into mini plots, allowing the children to manage and maintain 
their own plots – under supervision of course. If you think your chil-
dren might be interested in doing this please contact me on the above 
email/number. 
Sharon Dawson

Help us raise money for Mac-
millan Cancer Support on Friday 
September 24th from 10 am to 11.30 
am in Hinxworth Village Hall. We’ll 
be pouring coff ee, brewing tea and 
serving delicious cakes. Please come 
along and bring your family and  

friends and help us to help those suff ering from cancer.
If you could help by serving coff ee, making a cake or donating a raffl  e 

prize I’d love to hear from you. Ring me on 01462 743453 or email me 
at michelejarman@tiscali.co.uk Th anks.
Michele Jarman



Dates for your diary
September 2nd Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall 8 pm
September 3rd Police Surgery URC Hall,  Ashwell 10.30 am - 12 pm
September 4th 1940s Dance, Hinxworth Village Hall
September 5th Herts. Archery Tournament Hinxworth Rec 12 pm
September 9th WI  meeting 7.45 pm Hinxworth Village Hall
September 11th Art lecture, Hinxworth Village Hall 7.30 for 8 pm
September 11th and 12th Heritage Open Days, Caldecote Church
September 18th coach trip to London, see page four
September 18th Asheteria starts meeting, URC Hall, Ashwell 5.30 - 7.30 pm
September 24th Macmillan Coffee Morning - 10 am see page one
October 3rd Hinxworth and Edworth Harvest Lunch 12 for 12.30 pm
October 16th Sound of Music singalong Hinxworth Village Hall 7 pm

Please send all copy and pictures for OctoberVillage Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis 
Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, by September 20th. Village Voice is published by 
Forbes Services Ltd and can be read at www.hinxworth.info Email address for all 
copy and pictures is fool1@patrickforbes.plus.com  

Hinxworth Parish Council
The Parish Council met on July 29th. All councillors and the clerk 

were present. Among the items discussed were the following. The new 
part time street lights have been installed and the electronic equipment 
to operate them will be fitted shortly. 
There are some trees and hedges that 
overhang the footpaths and obscure 
the street lights and require cutting 
back. There is a chevron sign missing 
on the Edworth/Hinxworth road and 
the road signs at the Langford turn 
and on the Dunton road do not in-
dicate Hinxworth. The new bollards 
in Francis Road to stop vehicles going 
on to the verge are not close enough 
to the kerb to be effective and need to 
be repositioned. The Council voted 
a “no objection” to the planning 
application to enlarge the dormer 
windows at “Rosebury”, Bury End. old street lamp being removed
The village hall car park needs an application of a weed killer, for which  
David Granger will be asked to quote. It was considered a good idea to 
see if it is possible to move the car park lighting to the boundaries. The 
allotment project is now ready to commence. Paul Watler has submitted 
a quote to create a small access road to the allotment car park. Another 
quote will be obtained for comparison. The village notice boards need 
replacing and Andrew Young will be approached to see if it is possible 
to obtain a grant for this from NHDC.

The next meeting will be held on September 2nd at 8 pm in the vil-
lage hall and it will be attended by PC Marina.
Simon Marlow

Chris, Annie and Cayto  conquer 
Snowdon for animal shelter

Chris Price from Hinxworth 
had always wanted to climb 
Mount Snowdon and on Au-
gust  19th she did, with 16 year 
old daughter Annie and Cayto 
their Collie Husky cross.  Cayto 
was rescued from Ireland by the 
Heathlands Animal Sanctuary, 
Royston, (www.heathlands.org.
uk).  Chris told Village Voice, 
“I’d love to climb Ben Nevis 
and Scafell Pike though I’m 
not sure Annie would want to 
climb them. Cayto was a year 
old when we got him. He was rescued from Ireland and he’s nearly four 
now. He was almost dead when they rescued him. He had been starved, 
beaten and had kennel cough.” 

legs like jelly
“The climb took three and a quarter hours, coming down two and a 
quarter hours. I was absolutely worn out when we got to the top, my 
legs were like jelly but it was brilliant. The summit was really crowded, 
like Trafalgar Square with all these people who had cheated by taking 
the train to the top. We were really pleased to see the car park again on 
the way back.  Cayto thoroughly enjoyed the walk, raising money for 
the people who rescued him. I think we’ve raised about £100 for the 
Animal Shelter.”

Chris, Annie ,Cayto on Snowdon’s summit

Village outing to Boughton

Over 30 villagers enjoyed the out-
ing on August 4th to Boughton House, 
Northamptonshire home of the Dukes 
of Buccleuch and Queensberry and 
sometimes called The English Versailles. 
We were divided into two groups for a 
fascinating tour of the house, stuffed 
with amazing paintings, furniture, 
porcelain and militaria. Our guides 
were knowledgeable, and your editor 
suffered from something approaching 
an information overload. 

best toasted teacakes
We enjoyed a delicious lunch in a converted stable 
block and were encouraged to enjoy the award win-
ning loos, which were everything award winning loos 
should be. In the afternoon we were to have visited 
a neighbouring castle, but, alas, it was closed. So we 
went to Oakham instead where we found a galaxy of 
wonderful shops and quite the best toasted teacakes for miles around. 
Thank you to Sylvia Scales for another memorable day out.

Concert and Curry!*
The Trio de Baugé, Abraham Quivooij,Violin, Hélène Julien, Viola, 

Catherine Wilmers, Cello with Ilga Pitkevica (Piano) will play Piano 
Quartet in Eb K493 by Mozart, Schumann’s Fantasiestücke Op.73, Lonely 
Mere and Rigaudon by Margaret Hubicki, Martinu’s String Duo for 
violin and viola and the Piano Quartet by Joaquin Turina, at Howgills, 
Friends Meeting House, 42 South View, Letchworth SG6 3JJ at 7.30 
pm on Wednesday October 27th 2010. 

Tickets £12, £10 concessions, £5 students/under 18s, including 
fruit juice and homemade biscuit in the interval, from G.T.Kingsley, 
The Brew House, Radwell, Baldock, Herts. SG7 5ES 01462 730490. 

*Special offer:  pre- or post-concert supper for £9.95, at the Garden Lodge 
Hotel Indian Restaurant, 42 Sollershott East, Letchworth; two minutes 
walk from Howgills. This includes a choice of main dish, side dish and 
rice or nan. Please book in advance: phone 01462 683143 or 685100 
mentioning the concert.



   
The short answer is... plenty!  About 70% of global freshwater is 

used in agriculture - this provides us with our food energy.  Hydropower 
provides some 20% of global electricity.  

On average each person in the UK uses 150 litres of water a day.  
According to Waterwise, this rises to 3400 litres a day when you add 
the water used to produce the goods we import. Moving this lot around 
takes energy.

We’re lucky - we get rain in the UK, but as summer hosepipe bans 
imply, we should not take water for granted.  There are many easy ways 
to use less:  

• Keep showers short - especially if you have a power shower
• Reuse water - bath water is fine for watering plants
• Have a water meter fitted - metered homes use 15% less water
• Modify your toilet to give you a reduced or graduated flush
• Fix dripping taps  
Also note that 30% of the average UK gas bill goes on heating 

water, so insulating your hot water tank and using less hot water will 
save you money. For further information, visit www.cocoonyourhome.
co.uk/saving

Horde of Archers to flood Hinxworth 
Hinxworth Archery Club will be hosting the Annual Hertfordshire 

County Archery Tournament on the recreation ground on Sunday 5th 
September 2010. from midday onwards.

small horde, large tournament
This event is one of the largest archery tournaments in the county and 
is primarily held to introduce novice archers to their first organised 
tournament. In previous years it has been held at Haileybury College 
in Hertford. Last year it was Hinxworth’s turn to do the organising but 
due to limited parking space we were compelled to hold the match in 
Upper Caldecote. Now that the car park has been extended, we are able 
to hold the tournament on our home turf and look forward to repeating 
the success we had last year. We expect around 80 archers to take part 
on 19 targets covering the whole width of the field.

The recreation ground will be occupied for most of the day until 
around 6.00pm and the Herts County Archery Association apologise 
for any inconvenience this may cause.
David Osmond

Ashwell Playgroup is over 25 years old. Jo 
Adams, the playgroup leader, became involved 
as a parent helper when her son Callum, now 16, 
was three. When her second son Reece joined 
the playgroup three years later, Jo wanted to 
become more involved. She was already a child-
minder and wanted to extend her childcare skills 
so she enrolled on an NVQ course and asked 
if there were any jobs going at the playgroup. 
There was and she joined as an assistant for two 

A great start with Ashwell Playgroup

sessions a week.

we‛ve never turned anyone away
Ten years on, she  is leader. “We have six staff and we work on a rota basis, 
some doing more sessions than others with family or work commitments.  
Because all the children don’t attend every session we can have 30 or 35 
on the register. We try to keep the numbers of children to 20 per session 
as it makes the session more enjoyable for adults and children alike. If 
the children are under three you have to have one adult to every four 
children. Over three it stretches to one per eight children. That has to 
be tempered to the requirements of the premises, Ashwell Village Hall. 
Because we have to leave the room to access the toilets, an adult must 
go with the child to make sure they’re safe.  Because we let the children 
play outdoors as well as inside there has to be an adult supervising play 
in the garden as well as one inside the room, so there’s a minimum of 
three needed. The numbers of children ebb and flow a little. We believe 
the next school year will be a bumper year. There is a waiting list and in 
the ten years I’ve worked here we’ve never turned anyone away. We run 
five mornings a week with three-hour sessions.”

Ofsted rates playgroup as ‘good‛
“We’re open for visitors at any time so if parents are interested in bringing 
their children to playgroup and want to have a look, that’s fine.We have 
had two Ofsted inspections, the most recent one in November 2007.  
Ofsted give no notice at all for pre-school inspections. The grades are 
outstanding, good, satisfactory and poor. Our last two inspections have 
been ‘good’. The recent refurbishment of the Village Hall has made a 
difference with the floor being stripped and revarnished making the 
room much lighter and brighter and easier to clean. The big difference 
has been having dedicated toilets which are the right height for children. 
Almost all our storage is at ground level now.” 

from toddlers into children
“Children can’t start playgroup before they are two and a half.  They 
usually start at the beginning of term following being that age. We keep 
them until they’re ready to start school but almost all stay until they’re 
rising four when they start nursery class. The best thing about being 
involved with the playgroup is seeing the children’s faces when they’re 
having fun. We work with the children at a time when they’re doing 
massive amounts of learning - they’re turning from toddlers into children 
and it’s a privilege to be part of that. It’s wonderful, their speech comes 
on, their counting comes on, their social skills come on. They go from 
playing alongside other children to properly making friends. It’s a very 
special time in their lives but they still retain a degree of innocence which 
I think sometimes disappears when they get to big school.  

“We are lucky enough to get government funding for children from 
their third birthday. For those under three we charge £9 for a two and a 
half hour session, and £10.80 for a three hour session.” More informa-
tion from  Jo  on 01462 742090 or in termtime weekday mornings try 
Ashwell Village Hall on 01462 742541. 

10 to 18? Have you tried Asheteria?
 The Asheteria is a drop-in café for anyone aged 10-18. It has a pool 

table, computer games, a chill-out zone, and some fantastic grub. From 
September 18th it’s open most Saturdays between 5.30 and 7.30pm, in 
Ashwell URC hall, and admission costs just 50p on the door. Everyone 
is welcome. You don’t have to live in Ashwell to be made welcome! 

BRAZIL 2011: If you’re going to be 16 or over by July 2011 or will be 
turning 16 during the next school year you could be part of a team going 
to Brazil for three weeks, to support an orphanage in Belo Horizonte. 
All you need to do is get parental permission, and commit to meeting 
regularly as a group to do some serious fundraising.  Oh…and get ready 
for the experience of a lifetime! Contact Youth leader Jen Brown  for more 
details on 07973 298475 or email  jen@stmarysashwell.org.uk

We will be featuring Ashwell and Baldock Youth Leader Jen Brown 
in next month’s Village Voice - Editor.

water meter in Hinxworth

What has Water got to do with Energy?

       Sunday 3rd October - 12 noon for 12.30 p.m.
Join us at The Barn, Edworth Manor for the Hinxworth and Edworth 

HARVEST LUNCH
Tickets on sale until Friday, 24th September: Adults - £10; Children 
under 12 - £5 Rosemary Smyth:  01767 315341    Bridget Sheldrick 

01462 743247 Annette Forbes: 01462 742015 Janet Fair:01462 743137 

 

 

Join us for our Harvest Lunch



Church Services - SeptemberOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

 Police Surgery
September’s surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall, 
Ashwell High Street 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday September 3rd. 

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Soup Lunch
September’s soup lunch will be in 
Hinxworth Village Hall on Friday, 
September 10th 12.30 - 2 pm. 

September 5th 10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas Hinxworth
September 12th  9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth
September 19th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth
September 26th 9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent Newnham  We have identified a burglary trend target-

ing detached dwellings in and around our area 
and I would be grateful if you would circulate 
this message to your friends. Currently we are 

Beating the burglars

experiencing only one of these offences per month, so although the risk to 
you  is low, I would still recommend that you follow the advice given below, 
which should help to further minimise your risk of becoming a victim.

when you go out 
These are tried and tested measures that everyone can take. 
•  Ensure all doors and windows are closed and locked when you go out.     
•  If you have an intruder alarm fitted, always use it when you go out 
and ‘zone’ it at night to protect  the ground floor.  Leave a radio switched 
on, preferably to a talk station such as Radio 4 or BBC local radio.  
•  Leave lights on if you are unlikely to be back before dark, or if you 
go out in the evening. Ensure that they are in living areas and not just 
hall, stairs and landing. 
•  Lock any side gates and internal garage doors. 

target harden
 If you want to make your property more secure, these jobs can easily be 
completed in a weekend: 
•  Cut back undergrowth and hedging at the front of your property so 
that it opens up the view and deprives burglars of cover. 
•   Your side gate/s should be installed at the front building-line, so that 
any attempt to climb over might be noticed. 
•   Gates should be fitted with a bolt as a minimum requirement. It 
should be installed halfway down, not at the top. Fit the type that can 
be padlocked, a pad bolt. 
• Check the locks on your external doors. Ensure that any mortise locks 
fitted carry the British Standard kite mark. If not, then change them for 
ones that do. 
•   If you have patio doors fitted, check to see if the opening door can 
be lifted off its runner. If it can, fit a piece of strip wood to fill the gap 
above the door. 
•   Fit an additional patio door lock. 

longer-term measures
•  If you don’t have an alarm fitted, contact me for details of ‘Police 
Compliant’ firms. Alarms are not as expensive as you might think, but 
never use a cold-calling security firm. 
•  If  you do have an alarm fitted, and it was installed by a reputable 
company, ask them about having it monitored. A maintenance and 
monitoring package should not cost more than about £250 a year. 

•  Grow defensive plants beneath your windows and around your 
boundary. (Pyracantha, Berberis and Hawthorn are good.) Speak to 
your local nurseryman for details of other varieties.If you need more 
site-specific advice, please contact me. 

Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th September. The Church of St.Mary 
Magdalene,Caldecote SG7 5LE will be open from 12 noon to 5 pm. 
Admission Free.  Ample Parking.    Refreshments. Major refurbishment 
completed last year! One time only – Display of Caldecote Church Silver 
including a chalice from 1560. Come and imagine how this little church 
welcomed its first visitors in 1350. Donations to the restoration fund 
welcome. Enquiries 01462 742440.

To coincide with Lymphatic Cancer Awareness Week 
and World Lymphoma Awareness Day the Benhams 
are planning two fund raising events.  On Sunday 12th 
September, Chris and I are doing a sponsored Triathlon, 
1km swim, 40km bike ride and 10km run.

Hinxworth & Edworth Harvest Festival
Our Harvest Festival this year will be on Sunday 3rd October at 10.30 

am at St. George’s Church Edworth.  It will be a followed by a splendid 
lunch in Edworth Barn. See information on page three.

Summer Barn Bed & Breakfast
A warm and friendly welcome awaits you at the newly opened Summer 

Barn Bed & Breakfast in Edworth. A beautiful en-suite bedroom includes 
a king-size bed, claw-foot bath and luxury shower. After a restful night’s 
sleep enjoy a lovely home cooked breakfast amid peaceful surroundings. 
For bookings and further information contact Susan Cranston on 01767 
600523 or susan.cranston60@googlemail.com

TFT Monitor
Editor’s Iiyama Prolite E435S 
17” monitor for sale £20. Great 
picture.  01462 742015

 fund raising tea party
  On Sunday 19th September we are once again holding a tea party 

at Hinxworth Village Hall between 3-5pm. Both events are in aid of the 
Lymphoma Association.  Everyone is welcome at the tea party: villagers; 
friends and family.  If you would like to donate a cake or raffle prize please 
contact me at The Knole, New Inn Road, Hinxworth, 01462 742646 or 
if you would like to sponsor me and Chris please visit our Just Giving 
page at http://www.justgiving.com/JulieandChrisBenham. Thank you.

Recently Hayley took part in the London 10km run in aid of the 
Lymphoma Association, she completed the course in 1hr 1 min and 
raised £1275.  She would like to say a big Thank You to everyone who 
sponsored her for the event.
Julie Benham

Triathlon and Tea Party

Caldecote Church Heritage Open Days

Darts at the Three Horseshoes?
 There is lots of local interest in the prospect of us forming a darts 

team and participating in a local league, writes Margaret Platten. Any 
interested parties should contact the pub as soon as possible as we would 
like to kick off the new season.

Ashwell Museum events
The Friends of Ashwell Museum are arranging a coach trip to London 

on September 18th, London Open House Weekend, leaving Ashwell 
Post Office 9 am and returning at 4 pm, price £13. Contact Karen Mills 
01462 742155 or Hilary Masham 01462 742416. The Archaeology of 
Ashwell and its Surroundings - an illustrated talk by Keith Fitzpatrick 
will be given at URC hall, Ashwell on Wednesday October 20th at 8 
pm, admission £3. All welcome.


