
 April 2011        for Caldecote, Edworth, Hinxworth and Newnham               No.115
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Hinxworth‛s Big Tidy Up 2011
Th e big tidy up 2011 is taking place on Saturday 21st of May.  Help 

us tidy up our local community by collecting a bag of litter from the 
verges, hedgerows, etc. and receive a free lunch from the WI in the village 
hall!  See the article about last year’s event on the village website.  Meet 
at 10.30 am at the village hall, lunch from 12.30pm.  Contact Victoria 
Scales on 742505 for more information. 

Village Website
www.hinxworth.info (also www.hinxworth.com) - Find information 

about upcoming events for 2011 and 2012, details on clubs, village hall 
booking forms, past issues of Village Voice and even sign up for future 
issues of Village Voice as an e-mail rather than paper copy, parish council 
minutes, etc.  Want to add information to the site?  Contact Victoria by 
sending an e-mail to victoria@hinxworth.info

The village needs you! 
In this month’s John Lewis magazine Edition there is an article entitled: 

‘Having friends and being involved in community life makes people hap-
pier and healthier. It can make as much diff erence to how long you live as 
smoking.’ Rather a long title, I admit, but it goes on to explain how the 
more you do and put into a community the more enjoyment you get out 
of life. So here’s the point. Your Village needs you. It really does.

committees desperately need members
For the fi rst time in ages all the committees of the various organisations 
are short of members. Th e WI is running short handed. Th ough still 
a thriving group, we are fi nding it hard to get new members on to the 
committee. Th e Village Hall Management Committee is in desperate 
need - we will have lost fi ve members this year by the time you read 
this. Th is can be a very rewarding group to join as we work very hard to 
maintain this village’s unique feeling of community by running events 
and by keeping our rather special village hall up to spec. Th ink of the 
things you have attended in the last few years in the village: suppers, 
open gardens; party in the park; fi reworks; barn dances; fi lms; talks; art 
exhibitions and many more. None of which would have been possible 
without a group of people dedicated to making them happen or without 
the facility of the village hall.

enhance Hinxworth - get involved
Th e bottom line is - we need YOU! Don’t think you can’t help, don’t think you wouldn’t 
know what to do or that you don’t have any special expertise. Great if you have, but 
what we need is bodies! We need willingness to get involved and just a little bit of 
time – not much really for such a great resource and for the enhancement of your 
life in the village. Please, please volunteer for the VHMC. Come along to the AGM 
at Hinxworth Village Hall on Th ursday 7th April at 7.30pm. Th e Parish Council are 
also in serious need of members too! Th eir AGM follows at 8pm. Th ank you.
Sylvia Scales

quiz@home11 - still time  
Th ere’s still time to register as a host for this year’s multi-venue quiz 

on Saturday April 2.  Many have – but we would like more to make it 
the most successful yet. Do ask any of your friends who have acted as 
hosts in the past and you will hear what fun it is. To register or fi nd out 
more, all you have to do is contact  Heather or Michael Baim on 01767 
315094 or email royal_penguin@hotmail.com.  We look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Bank robbers visit Hinxworth

When four robbers in balaclavas raided Th e Co-operative store in Stot-
fold  at around 1.50 am on March 16th, they made off  with the  ATM’s cash 
boxes. Later Hinxworth’s Andrew Tidmarsh spotted this piece of evidence 
on the farm track parallel with Ashwell Road opposite Bury End. He met 
me on my morning walk and asked me to phone the police. Th is I did, 
and after around 20 minutes or more, a policeman arrived, bagged up the 
evidence and put it in his car . I joked, “I didn’t know we had bank robbers 
in Hinxworth.” “You might be surprised,” he replied with a grin.

Th e villains are believed to have made their escape in a dark blue 
Audi RS4 Quattro Estate, later found abandoned just off  the A600 on 
the edge of Chicksands Woods.

Th e Co-op in Stotfold has been attacked before in December 2008, 
when masked men armed with a shotgun robbed the Post Offi  ce. 
Patrick Forbes

Mothering Sunday in Hinxworth April 3rd
9.30 am Continental Breakfast at St Nicholas Church

10.15 am Family Service
Lunch at The Three Horseshoes serving from 12 noon,  

children under 12 eat free! Book now on 01462  742280 
Party in the Car Park April 29th

Join us and the rest of the village in celebrating the Royal Wedding on 
Friday April 29th from 2 pm. Help us to make this a day to remember. 
Reserve your pitch in the Th ree Horseshoes car park for £3, proceeds to 
Help the Heroes. Ring 01462 742280. Bring your own tables, chairs, 
gazebos and food. As with all weddings the top table is the centrepiece so 
feel free to really go to town with yours - prize to the best dressed.

We 
wish 

all our 
readers  
a very 
happy 
Easter



April 2nd  Multi-venue quiz - see front page
April 3rd Mothering Sunday breakfast at St Nicholas Church 9.30 am
April 7th Hinxworth VHMC agm 7.30 pm, Parish Council agm 8 pm
April 8th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 pm - 2 pm
April 9th Ashwell Flea Market, St Mary’s Church 9.30 - 1 pm
April 15th Bubbles for Brazil Cocktails and canapés, see opposite
April 16th Bach’s B minor Mass, St Mary’s Hitchin 7.30 pm
April 16th & 17th Hinxworth Art Society Spring Exhibition
April 29th Royal Wedding Party in the 3 Horseshoes Car Park
May 8th Ashwell at home
May 5th Newnham Coffee Morning, Lodge Cottage 10. 30 am
May 14th Quiz Night, Newnham Village Hall, 7.45 pm. See above

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth Church is chang-
ing.  The Victorian pine pews 
which have served the church 
well for around a hundred years 
have been replaced with new oak 
pews. We will be moving the 
organ into the Southwest cor-
ner, opening up the back of the 
church, and replacing the  cheap 
plasterboard partition between 
the vestry and the nave with a 

Running for Comic Relief
Energetic and fun loving as 10 

year old girls are, Isabel Hepburn 
and Rebecca Dawson decided to 
raise money for Comic Relief by do-
ing something in the village.  But, 
at short notice, their options were 
limited.  So they decided to run up 
and down Homefield 50 times!

With lots of giggles and puff-
ing and panting on the way, they 

 An amazing day
Thank you one and all for all your 

hard work and generosity in making 
this Red Nose day such a success in a 
really small village. Thank you to the WI 
coffee morning workers and the Soup 
Lunchers who raised £70. The Raffle 
produced £180, sales of cakes, books and 
other goods and donations  made £150, 
the Children’s  Disco produced £600. 

Over £1180 for Comic Relief

Thanks too to Margaret and Gerald at the Three Horseshoes whose riotous 
quiz raised £100 and a lot of laughs. Well done to the Cobblers who won!

Childrens Disco
50 children enjoyed dancing, winning tombola prizes, waving glo sticks, 
munching hotdogs, jelly and cakes as well as having their noses, hair 
and nails painted red! A great time was had by all and we raised £600 in 
the process.  A huge thankyou to everyone who helped by making and 
donating the food, glo sticks and prizes, manning stalls, painting nails, 
clearing up and of course to Les Whitfield, our fantastic DJ. As always, 
it simply wouldn’t have been possible without you all. 
Michele Jarman and Patrick Forbes  

did it, under the strict supervision of Isabel’s older brother Alexander.  
Sponsored by local residents, they raised over £80!  Well done girls!

Children and staff at Ashwell School raised £600!

Ashwell Flea Market 
This will be held in St Mary’s 

Church on Saturday, 9th April from 
9.30 – 1.00pm. If you have any do-
nations for this event, please bring 
them to the Church on Thursday 
7th or Friday 8th. Thanks.

Quiz Night
Saturday May 14th,7.45pm  

Newnham Village Hall.Tables of 
4/6 persons each.  Price per person: 
£10.00 including home-made 
shepherds’ pie and cup of tea or 
coffee. Wine extra. All proceeds 
to Caldecote Church restoration 
fund. Apply for tables early.  Ring 
01462 742440

Allotments to rent
Six allotments are still available 

to rent at Hinxworth. Contact 
Simon Marlow on 01462 742268 
if you would like to know more. 

Newnham Church
Until further notice, members 

of St Vincent’s congregation will 
join with St Nicholas Hinxworth 
while urgent repairs are carried out 
at St Vincent’s Church. More in-
formation in May Village Voice.

Edworth  Easter egg 
hunt – 2pm

All profits go towards Break-
through Breast Cancer. Cake 
and tea in the afternoon and 
all  children who enter receive 
some chocolates. £2 per child  ( 
under 12months participate for  
free). More information from 
lesawelch77@gmail.com

It‛s your Church too

new pews in place
new oak screen. The front pews in the choir will be removed, opening up 
the area for prayer and quiet reflection. Some areas of wood floor will be 
replaced with stone or tile flooring. The new pews, specially made for us 
in Ireland, lock together in sections, giving us the ability to reconfigure the 
church for events such as concerts and Mothering Sunday breakfasts.

Built in 1322, St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth, is there for the village. 
Hinxworth people have the right to be 
married in St Nicholas. If there is room, 
they have the right to be buried in the 
churchyard. But how is our Church 
maintained? What does it cost? In fact St 
Nicholas Church is maintained and sup- old pew end

ported by those who worship there week by week. 
There is no money from St Albans Diocese to pay for heating, lighting, 

insurance, water charges, maintenance or repairs. These are the responsibil-
ity of the Parochial Church Council, elected each year at the Annual Parish 
Church Meeting, this year on April 14th at 6.30 pm in the church.

Those who use St Nicholas Church week by week, are obliged to pay 
the annual parish share, currently around £3,500, to the Diocese as a 
contribution towards the cost of housing and paying the priest in charge 
in Ashwell, and the training of future priests as well as the pensions of 
retired clergy. We also contribute to the expenses of the priest in charge. 
Our annual outgoings are around £11,000.

maintaining a medieval treasure
So a small band of Christians is financially responsible for the main-
tenance and repair of what is a medieval treasure, a building that has 
probably seem more joyful and sad events than any other building in the 
village. We are committed to hand it on in good if not better condition 
to those who live in Hinxworth now and in the future.

All these plans, approved by the Diocese, are now under way. The old 
pine pews have gone in return for donations but we will need further 
funds to complete the rest of the work. St Nicholas has not engaged in 
any serious fundraising since before the refurbishment of the Village 
Hall. It would have been wrong to have competed for funds while over 
£170,000 for that work were being raised. Further plans could include 
replacement of the storage shed in the grounds by a larger unit with toilet 
and other accommodation.

If you would like to help by organizing a fund raising event, or by pur-
chasing one of the new pews perhaps in memory of a loved one, please con-
tact Janet Fair on 01462 743137 or me on 01462 742015. Thank you.
Patrick Forbes

new pew detail

...Newnham Lunch
This high point of the social 

calendar will be held on Sunday 
September 11th at 1 pm. Book the 
date now, more details to follow.

Newnham Coffee...
Coffee Morning on Thursday 

May 5th at 10.30  at Lodge Cot-
tage. Proceeds to Church and Village 
Hall. All welcome.



Sheila Farr 1917 - 2011
Just over two weeks to go now! The Art Exhibition takes place on 

Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th April, 10 am to 4 pm, in the Village Hall. 
All our members are busy putting the final touches to their paintings. 
The event will showcase works in different media such as watercolour, 
oil, pastel, charcoal, and ceramics. You will have the opportunity to vote 
for your favourite piece and buy something for yourself or as a gift. 

still time for young artists to register
There are just a few days left for local children to register their interest 
in displaying their paintings at the event. It might give a budding artist 
their first taste of fame!  Please contact Audrey Clare on 01462 742820 
by 6th April for more details. 

art and delicious cakes beckon
I hope you will come along. The exhibition is always well attended so 
it may  also be a good opportunity to catch up with friends and local 
people. And, last but not least, I know the cakes on the refreshment stall 
will be delicious! Hope to see you there. 
Annie Hull

Sheila was born at the George 
family home in Hampshire. Her 
Father was a Captain in the Royal 
Navy and her mother  was Irish. 
Being the only girl of four siblings, 
her brother Des imaginatively 
nick-named her “Girl”.Her Irish-
ness was nurtured by wonderful 
childhood holidays spent with her 
grandparents, the Findlays, who 
owned the Wolf Hill Spinning 
Company, above Belfast.  

The war changed her world 
entirely. She lost both her Mother 
and Father, the family home was commandeered by the army, her brothers 
were all posted overseas and to cap it all, she contracted TB. She was barely 
22 years old. She came to Hertfordshire to recuperate under the guidance 
of Aunt Barbara, Sukey Hill’s mother, who lived at Elbrook in Ashwell and 
was soon driving ambulances for the Army, based at St Pauls, Waldenbury. 
In her eighties, she was stopped for speeding whilst leaving Baldock. She 
graciously apologised and explained that she had been taught to accelerate 
whilst going uphill in her ambulances so as to maintain momentum. The 
policeman had the good grace to accept this explanation. 

As war ended Aunt Barbara rented a cottage in Newnham for Sheila 
so she could make a home for her three brothers  On 23rd December 
1945 Sheila was handed the keys of Thatch End Cottage.

the Newnham years
“Girl” met “Boy” and so began the Newnham years. They were married in 
London and their reception was at the Bodley Scott’s London home. For 
a while they shared The Manor with another family. Her companion and 
confidante, Gwen Bowen was appointed and installed as Master chef, a role 
she retains to this day.   Annabelle, Nicholas, Cindy and Tim soon filled 
the house with the gay clutter and debris of childhood and growing up.

interested and often ringleader 
Whilst Boy was absorbed in his farming, Sheila’s adventurous spirit led to 
wonderful holiday expeditions to Connemara and later to Greece, Italy, 
Yugoslavia and Portugal.  The arrival of eight grandchildren was a source 
of enormous comfort and delight to Sheila. Her house was always open 
and the young and their friends were always welcomed with such joy as 
to make them each feel very special. She adored, trusted and believed in 
the young and had that special ability to engage with them as individuals 
and on their terms, but without compromising her own personality. She 
was always so interested in what they were up to and on many an occasion 
became the ringleader. A few years ago, after a very well attended funeral 
she was rather quiet. Tim asked her what was up and she replied that it 
had been such a remarkable turnout, she really felt it was time that she 
should start some serious networking herself. 

from Blériot to space shuttle
Sheila lived through a time of extraordinary change. She was born only 
seven years after Blériot first flew across the English Channel and died 
on the day of the final launch of the Space Shuttle Discovery. She saw 
four monarchs and twenty three Prime Ministers in action. 

true to her values
Throughout these fundamental changes in our society she remained true 
to her values: dignity; trust, respect for the individual; great warmth and 
love for her fellow man, especially those with Irish accents, and a very 
personal charity for those in hurt to whom she gave of her time without 
measure. All tempered by a delicious and mischievous humour.
Richard Wainwright-Lee

Sheila Mary Durancé Farr died on February 23rd  2011 and was 
buried in St Vincent’s Churchyard on March 3rd. The above is an edited 
transcript of  the eulogy given at the funeral in a crowded St Vincent’s 
Church, Newnham, on a beautiful March afternoon. May she rest in 
peace and rise in glory.

  Hinxworth and Edworth WI 
At the meeting of  the WI  on Thursday 10th March, our speaker was 

Ken Burton who came and spoke of his growing-up years in the 30s and 
40s. He told us about having no electricity or running water as was very 
usual in country villages at that time, the village in question being Pirton 
near Hitchin. His memory of names including nick-names was phenom-
enal and for a person nearing 80 he told a very good story, with tales of 
his boyhood schooling  which we understand he did not really enjoy. He 
had to help on his uncle’s farm. He showed us slides of the tractors and 
combine harvesters of the time, so very different to to-day’s monsters. 

relief when doodlebug hit chapel
We also were told of the visits to chapel three times on a Sunday and the 
relief when the chapel was destroyed by a doodlebug in WW2, which 
meant that all services were suspended. He finished by showing us a pho-
tograph of himself on his wedding day when he married a girl  with whom 
he’d been to school. We had seen a photo of her earlier in the evening.

stay younger longer
The next meeting will be on Thursday April  14th  2011  in The Village 
Hall, Hinxworth, at 7.45pm when our apeaker will be Sue Blain. Her 
topic will be “Stay younger longer.”

WI market stall in Biggleswade
The WI  will be having a  stall on Biggleswade Market,  on Saturday  
May  28th, selling  cakes, pies, jams, pickles and chutneys, also  hand 
crafted items. If anyone would like to donate any of the above to boost 
WI funds they can leave them with me at 1, Arnolds Lane, Hinxworth, 
or ring 01462  742602  before the event or deliver cakes and pies the 
evening before between 6pm and 7 pm or by arrangement.
Carol Cheney

Bubbles for Brazil
Sparkling cocktails and Canapés, raising funds for the 

Ashwell Soapbox orphanage expedition to Brazil. at Gay-
nesfield, Chapel Street, Hinxworth SG7 5HN on Friday 
April 15th 2011 7.30 - 9.30 pm.Tickets £10, ring 01462 
742455, all proceeds to Soapbox Expedition.

Garage clear out
We cleared out our garage recently and as a result have a number of things 
that we no longer need,  all in good order so hopefully of use to someone, 
wooden shelving unit approximately two metres high, one metre wide, 
several wooden storage drawer units; various sizes, loads of odd tools, 
MDF shelving, chrome bar stool with wooden seat. Please give us a call 
if you’re interested, Mark and Michele Jarman 01462 743453.



Church Services - AprilOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

April’s surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Ashwell 
High Street 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday April 15th.

with PC 431 Paul Marina April 3rd 10.15 am  Family Service St Nicholas Hinxworth 
April 10th  9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth          

     April 17th 10 am Palm Sunday Eucharist St George, Edworth
April 22nd 1 pm Good Friday Words and Music, St Nicholas
April 24 9.15 am Easter  Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth

Please send all copy and pictures for May’s Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 
Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, by April 20th. Village Voice is 
published by Forbes Services Ltd and can be read at www.hinxworth.info 
Email address for all copy and pictures is fool1@patrickforbes.plus.com  

Don‛t miss our next deadline:April 20th

 Summer Dance 
Ashwell Playgroup is holding its 
Summer Dance on Saturday  16th 
July 8.30 pm in St Mary’s church 
Ashwell with music, bar and cana-
pés, dress to impress. Tickets will 
be on sale from May at £15 each. 
Further details will be published 
nearer the time.  

 Computer desk
Black desk 100cm x 50cm approx.
Sliding shelf. 1 dodgy castor.Ten 
pounds donation to Church. Call 
Frank Croton - 01462 742205

 Golf set for sale
Complete set of clubs and bag for 
sale  following the purchase of new 
equipment: Driver; woods; full set 
of  Yonex irons  plus putter; carry 
bag; ball; tees etc.  In good condi-
tion, and all offered for just £99.
Lance Jenkins. 01462 742987

Welcoming thieves
 It may sound crazy but 7% of homes have a 

key concealed outside their front door. Burglars 
know this so don’t leave them the means to let 
themselves in. 

hook, line and sinker 
One in ten  people leave keys in doors and windows most of the time. 
These are easily fished out using a crude hook and line device, through 
a cat flap or letter box, allowing thieves to walk right into your home 
and help themselves. There’s no point having the securest locks, doors 
and windows if you don’t use them. Opportunistic burglars will make 
the most of that ‘one time’ you leave your back door unlocked. With 
nearly one in ten sheds left unlocked or unsecured throughout the UK, 
outbuildings are also vulnerable to crime. Get a sturdy padlock, and 
hang a net curtain or put frosted film over shed windows to stop thieves 
window-shopping for bikes, golf clubs and tools. 

anybody home?               
Don’t leave tell tale clues that you might not be home, like a build up of 
milk bottles, parcels or post. Cancel deliveries and ask a neighbour to do 
a quick check of your home every couple of days. Ask your neighbour to 
bring in your wheelie bin on collection day if you are out at work.

When the clocks go back long dark nights in the winter prevent 
natural surveillance. Install timers to switch lights or radios on and off 
automatically if you’re not home. If you’re going out, draw the curtains 
and leave some lights on.

keep it clean
Faulty fence work, loose gates, rubbish in the front garden; all give the 
impression that your home could be an easy target. A well cared for 
property and garden provide another psychological barrier to the burglar, 
so trim hedges, repair woodwork and brickwork and keep it tidy. And 
remember to put away anything that can be used to gain entry including 
tools, ladders and DIY debris.

personalise your possessions 
If the worst happens and your belongings are stolen, it can help their 
recovery if you’ve marked them with a personal identifier. Permanent 
U.V. marker pens are a cheap and effective way of marking property such 
as laptops and televisions.  Households with no home security measures 
are around ten times more likely to have been victims of burglary than 
households where there were simple security measures such as deadlocks 
on doors or window locks. More that one in ten people wish they knew 
more about home security.  Nearly one in ten  sheds are left unlocked or 
unsecured throughout the UK. We can do more to prevent crime.

Thanks
 I would like to thank the W.I 
and friends in the village for their 
good wishes and concern when 
I had my ‘very public’ fall in the 
village hall. My broken wrist is 
now well on the mend, my street 
cred;- however.......
Love 
Edna Keep

Soup Lunch
April’s Soup Lunch will be on 
Friday April 8th in Hinxworth 
Village Hall from 12.30 pm until 
2 pm. All welcome.

Want a grant?
Does your group or organisa-

tion need a bit of a financial helping 
hand? Small grants for village com-
munity use may be available. You 
must contact Councillor Andrew 
Young at a.d.young@btinternet.
com or on 01462 896490 before 
April 5th. Good luck.

Happy 90th birthday, Sheila
F r i e n d s  a n d 

f ami l y  c rowded 
into Newnham Vil-
lage Hall on Sun-
day March 6th to 
congratulate Sheila 
Rosendale on reach-
ing the age of 90. 
Our picture shows 
Sheila with her first 
great grandchild Dy-
lan Mark and his 
mum, Helen Gaunt. 

Please support Angie Robins, Neil Watts and myself if you see us 
pounding the streets of Edworth, Hinxworth and the local area. We are 
currently training for the London Moonwalk which will take place on 
the 14th May starting off in London’s Hyde Park . 

We  will be joining 15,000 people who will be walking 26.7 miles in 
their bras. The theme this year is walk on the wild side. In our final bid 
to raise money on Saturday 7th we will be joined by the other mem-
bers of the team,Louisa Sheridan  from Broom, Elaine Brennan from 
Stevenage  and  we will be walking around the villages in our decorated 
bras. You can support us by logging on to www.walkthewalkfundraising.
org/year_11_team_and_friends Thank you.
Lesa Welch

Sheila said, “May I use your pages to convey my heartfelt thanks for all 
the good wishes for my 90th birthday celebrations. Everything came in 
hundreds, cards, flowers, all bringing a glow of happiness. I was quite 
overwhelmed. What a happy, happy day. Thank you one and all.” 

Lesa‛s walk on the wild side


