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Come to Ashwell Christmas Fair in St. Mary’s Church on Saturday, 
3rd December from 9.30 – 1.00 pm. Arts and crafts, cakes and cards, 
presents and prizes. Th e choir will sing carols,  and seasonal refreshments 
will be on off er. Proceeds to the Church Restoration Appeal.     

.....and Ashwell Christmas Fair

Superfast Broadband Update
As promised here is the update on the Superfast Broadband situa-

tion. Les Whitfi eld, David Rumball, who has kindly agreed to provide 
technical advice to the Parish Council, and I attended a meeting on 
November 1st at County Hall Hertford with Stuart Campbell, the 
Assistant Director of the project and Jennifer Williams, Organisation 
Improvement Manager. 

£4.4 million for improvements
Herts C.C. at the meeting provided the background to the project and 
the current proposed way forward. Th e Government, through Broadband 
Delivery UK – BDUK, has allocated Herts C.C. £1.1 million to improve 
the broadband services in rural areas. Herts C.C. will match fund for £1.1 
million. Internet service providers have been asked to invest a further 
£2.2million. Total funding = £4.4 million. Any reasonable shortfall in 
funding or additional costs is expected be met by Herts C.C. Th e aim 
is to provide rural premises with Superfast Broadband but where this is 
not viable, a minimum of 2mbs should be provided. 

David Rumball has done some speed simulation work based on the 
premise of Ashwell exchange being connected to the national network 
using fi bre optic cable and the BT cabinet serving Hinxworth being-
connected to Ashwell with fi bre optic cable. Th e result for the speed 
simulation test for his house at the High Street end of Chapel Street was 
25mbps.When we have the online survey questionnaire from HCC we 
will do speed simulation tests for other telephone numbers around the 
village in order for villagers to see the speed they could expect to receive 
with the new service.

100,000 premises needed
BDUK is currently putting together a procurement framework for May 
2012. Th is will provide up to six ISP suppliers to bid for the supply of 
Superfast Broadband to rural Hertfordshire.  ISP suppliers are unlikely 
to consider it viable unless 100,000 premises are involved. To date Herts 
C.C. have indicated 68,000 premises which should be eligible for help. 
BDUK has indicated their premises count is only 39,000. With this in 
mind Herts C.C. is now working with Buckinghamshire County Coun-
cil to put together a joint broadband plan to enable them to attain the 
100,000 premises fi gure. Th is joint approach will need BDUK’s approval 
before they release their funding. 

demand to be stimulated
So now Herts CC will now undertake a blanket campaign for “demand 
stimulation” to register the demand in Hertfordshire. With this information 
the procurement process should then go forward in May 2012. It is expected 
all residences in the Village will be visited by either a Herts C.C. representa-
tive or a Parish Councillor to ask them to complete an online survey. 

Jennifer Williams is to take the lead for Herts C.C. she will provide 
Hinxworth Parish Council with the information for how they should 
proceed and when. No further action for the Hinxworth project can take 
place until the Parish Council has these details.

improvement years away
With the funding released from all parties it is expected work should 
commence by late 2012 or early 2013 with the date for completion in 
approximately 2015.  As soon as there is anything further to report this 
I will notify you all via the Village Voice.
Wendy Kitchener

Th e editor’s broadband speed was measured a few days ago at 1.5 
Mbps download and 0 Mbps upload.

Family fundraising event in aid of Ashwell Playgroup on Saturday 
morning 3rd December 2011 at URC Hall Ashwell all welcome. Doors 
open 10am 

Winter Wonderland December 3rd.....

 Saturday 14th July 2012, 7.30pm till late.  Th e Edworth Barn.  
Dress code, black tie/ball gown, with masks.  All profi t will be donated 
to charity.  Music by Mike O’Neill’s trio and Maxwell Hammer and 
Smith.  Th ree course meal, glass of sparkling wine on arrival and full 
bar.  Transport from the villages. Tickets £50 per head, cheques payable 
to Victoria Scales.  Tickets  are selling fast! 01462 742505

Concert at St Nicholas Church
Come and celebrate the Feast of St Nicholas at a concert by the 

Letchworth Community Choir on Wednesday December 7th at 7.30 
pm. Tickets, to include a glass of wine, £5 at the door or phone 01462 
742015. If you haven’t seen how we’ve improved the interior of our 
beautiful 14th century church, what better opportunity than this seasonal 
candle lit concert?

Village Quiz returns to Village Hall
Saturday January 21st 2012 Hinxworth Village Hall at 7.15 for 7.30 

pm start. Tickets £5, licenced bar, snacks and sandwiches. teams four to 
six people. Quizmaster pro: Les Wilsher.

After four successful years as an interhouse quiz the Village Hall 
Management Committee has decided to return the quiz to the original 
format and venue, our superbly appointed village hall. Th e quizmaster 
is an experienced question setter. Th ere will be questions to suit all ages 
and interests and strengths with enough of a challenge for all. Get your 
brain cells in gear for January 21st. Put the date in your 2012 diary.  We 
look forward to seeing you. Tickets available from Claire Hay, 01462 
742477 and Sylvia Scales 01462 742505.

Masquerade ball 2012 to 
celebrate the Queen‛s 

Diamond Jubilee and the 
London Olympics.
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Please send all copy and pictures for January’s Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 
Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email fool1@patrickforbes.plus.com, 
by December 15th. Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd and can 
be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 don‛t miss early copy deadline

Christmas will soon be upon us and throughout Advent we have a 
Travelling Nativity which will visit your your home if requested. Th e idea 
is to remind the children and adults of the birth of Christ and to welcome 
him into your home, You keep it overnight then pass it on to someone 
else and the set is returned to the Church in time for Christmas.

book their visit now
If you would like the Nativity to visit please get in touch with Yvonne 
Tookey on 01462 742439. 

Travelling Nativity

Time is running out for you to join the scheme which this year sup-
ports Garden House Hospice Letchworth and the work of Toybox. Full 
details were in last month’s Village Voice on page three. Contact me on 
01462 743137 or email me, janetfair@btinternet.com by December 
12th. Th ank you.
Janet Fair

Alternative Christmas card

Marjorie and Charles Fair retired to “Cam-
mocks”, Chapel Street, in 1946 and thereafter 
both played a full part in Hinxworth village life.  
Sadly, Charles died four years later, but Marjorie 
survived until 1976, after which her grandson, an-
other Charles, discovered several hundred letters 
written and received by her during the Great War. 
Th e story they tell is an interesting and poignant 
one which Charles and his father, Reggie, were 
persuaded to bring to a wider audience in book 
form.  Th is has taken much longer than originally 

Villagers worked hard to plant a sackful of daff odil bulbs around the 
Village Hall on November 12th. Th anks to all concerned. Hopefully 
results will be seen in Spring. Picture by Sylvia Scales.

Th e Annual Meeting took place in the Village Hall on Th ursday 
November 10th at 7.45. Heidi Mason, the President, opened the meet-
ing and then gave a brief resumé of the past year. We have currently a 
membership of 29, with an average attendance of 23. We have had a 
variety of speakers, an Ultra Tone Demonstration, including facelift by 
Tina Th omas,  to Maggie Taylor telling us about the Donkey Sanctuary, 
and an enjoyable visit to the Ickleford Lavender  Farm in July.

committee remains 
Th e committee will stay the same for this year with no one wanting to 
leave us, and Heidi is willing to complete another year as president. She 
said in her report that she had a good committee, consisting  of joint sec-
retaries Sylvia Scales and Heather Baim  who have brought us kicking and 
screaming in to the 21st century with minutes typed there and then on a 
laptop,   Marion  Willan who is always smiling and a willing  participant 
in all things WI  and Viv Hughes who has a fund of good ideas and isn’t 
slow in putting them in to practice, Edna Keep, an apt name for a treasurer 
as she keeps the funds on a level footing, though this year has not  seen 
much fund raising. Th is is to be rectifi ed in 2012. All committee members 
were voted in en bloc and seconded by various members.

We then went on to the light hearted part of the evening where we 
watched a fi lm Saving Grace starring a very young looking Martin Clunes.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI welcomes all new members. All our 
meetings are held in Hinxworth Village Hall, on the second Th ursday of 
the month at 7.45pm Come along to a couple of meetings to see what 
they’re like - you might be surprised,  Several of us might have snow 
on the roof, but the fi re hasn’t gone out!

  Next month’s meeting for members and invited guests only:                    
December 8th Christmas Dinner at Willington Garden Centre 6 pm 
until 8 pm.
Carol Cheney

Hundreds of daffodil bulbs planted

“Marjorie‛s War” sheds light on World War 

Marjorie’s War tells the story of Marjorie Secretan and her two 
wartime romances which were divided by tragedy.  Through letters 
and diaries we obtain an intimate view of both relationships.  Letters 
which were sent from home and survived the trenches are rare, and 
those presented here give a female and Home Front perspective on 
the war and its impact on Edwardian England.

However, it is not just her story.  Marjorie was the central character 
who connected the lives of four families.  Drawing on an archive of 
unpublished letters and photographs, the book also gives insight 
into life and death in the British Army as seen through the eyes of 
nine young men from the four families.  They all volunteered in 
1914 and served as infantry and artillery officers.  Unusually, the 
correspondence spans almost the entire duration of the First World 
War, since at least one of the letter-writers took part in each of the 
major battles on the Western Front from early 1915 onwards.  The 
letter-extracts are supported by original research and extensive 
footnotes which describe their context, such as certain key actions 
affecting the letter-writers.  

The book will therefore appeal both to specialist historians – 
particularly those of the battalions and divisions featured - and 
those with little knowledge of the conflict who may prefer to follow 
the broad narrative and human side of the story without dwelling 
on the detail. M
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Four families in the Great War 1914-1918

MARJORIE’S
WAR

Reginald and Charles Fair
Foreword by Charles Messenger������������������
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envisaged, as Charles’s interest and expertise in military history meant 
that the scope of the work widened and required considerable research, 
but the book is now due for publication in early December.

rare letters from the trenches
“Marjorie’s War” tells the story of Marjorie, née Secretan, and her two 
wartime romances which were divided by tragedy.  Th rough letters and 
diaries we obtain an intimate view of both relationships.  Letters which 
were sent from home and survived the trenches are rare, and those pre-
sented in this book give a female and Home Front perspective on the 
war and its impact on Edwardian England.  However, it is not just her 
story.  Marjorie was the central character who connected the lives of four 
families.  Drawing on an archive not only of letters but also unpublished 
photographs and diary extracts, the book gives an insight into life and 
death in the British Army as seen through the eyes of nine young men 
from these families.  Th ey all volunteered in 1914 and served as infantry 
and artillery offi  cers.  Unusually, the correspondence spans almost the 
entire duration of the First World War, since at least one of the letter-
writers took part in each of the major battles on the Western Front from 
early 1915 onwards. Th e letter-extracts are supported by original research 
and footnotes which describe their context, such as certain key actions 
aff ecting the letter-writers and their fellow soldiers. 

a book with wide appeal
Reggie and Charles hope that “Marjorie’s War” will appeal not only to 
those who are interested in military history, but also to readers who may 
have little knowledge of WW1 and may prefer to follow the broad nar-
rative and human side of the story without dwelling on the detail.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI AGM



December 1st Hinxworth Parish Council Village Hall 7 pm
December 2nd Dickensian Quiz Three Horseshoes Hinxworth 7.30 pm
December 3rd Winter Wonderland Ashwell URC Hall 10 am
December 3rd Ashwell Christmas Fair, St Mary’s Church 9.30 am - 1 pm
December 4th St Nicholas Church Patronal Festival service 10.15 am
December 7th St Nicholas Church concert 7.30 pm, see front page
December 8th WI Christmas Dinner at Willington Garden Centre 6-8
December 9th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
December 15th Village Voice copy date for January 2012 edition
December 24th Midnight Communion St Nicholas Hinxworth11.30 pm
December 25th Holy Communion St Vincent’s Church Newnham 9.30 am
December 25th Carols and Readings St Nicholas Church Hinxworth 10 am
January 14th  WI Astrophotography meeting – everybody welcome
January 21st Village Quiz Hinxworth Village Hall 7.15 pm for 7.30 pm
July 14th 2012 Masquerade Ball. Hinxworth Village Hall 

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth Parish Council

 

 Meeting held on Thursday 3rd November 2011in the Village Hall at 8 
pm. Present: Mr  L. Whitfield, Chairman; Mr A. Cullen; Mr D.Osmond; 
Mr  E. Sore; Mr P. Watler; Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.

The main issues discussed were as follows:-
Superfast Broadband: See details in the separate report on page one. 
The N.H.D.C Rural Pot: £1000 has been secured from this fund 

to be allocated to the provision of the  hardstanding area by the bottle 
bank. Funds awaited.  Environmental Improvement Fund: Application 
has been made to this fund for £1000. 

Planning Application 11/01347/1 The Land behind the Cottages 
in the High Street: N.H.D.C. notified the Parish Council they had re-
quested the application “be sent away” for reconsideration. The Parish 
Councillors need to know the progress of this application. 

N.H.D.C. Joint Member Panel – Highways Meeting 31 October 
2011: Quote from the meeting “The total funding available to each 
County Councillor will be £90K plus any part of the £10K locality 
budget he or she may wish to allocate to highway schemes”.

Picnic Tables: The new picnic table is now in place. Many thanks to 
Hinxworth Archery Club. 

Dog Poo: This old chestnut has come to light again. Would anyone 
spotting this activity on the recreation ground please contact one of the 
Parish Councillors

New Allotment Holders: A licence agreement was signed and agreed 
by the Parish Council for Steve Thorn, Ashwell, for an additional plot.

BT.  Paul Watler reported the telephone box has still not been repaired. 
Wendy Kitchener to follow-up.  

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday December 1st 7.00pm in the 
Village Hall. The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk Hinxworth Parish Council

Wow! and well just wow! Thank you all so much for making the 
evening such a phenomenal success. Whether you helped with the hall, 
the food or the entertaining or just came, all 101 of you! and spent money 
at the bar, the raffle or the auction. We look to have raised around £3000! 
Which is fantastic for the future of the hall. 

I would like to thank particularly those who so generously donated 
time, objects and things to auction and of course Les for organising it. 
But thank you to everybody!
Sylvia Scales

 Supper raises around £3000

sculpture on web
John Mills’ sculpture can be 

viewed on the internet at <http://
johnwmills.com/  Definitely worth 
a look, especially if you didn’t see 
the exhibition in Harlow.

allotment news

Five allotment plots  and a few 
plots for children are available for 
rent at Francis Road Hinxworth. 
Apply to Betty Thorn on 01462  
742858. In our first year we have 
grown all manner of fruit and 
vegetables and are eagerly looking 
forward to our second year.

Fireworks over Hinxworth

ladies who lunch
Sheila Rosendale reports that 

the Newnham ladies who lunch 
are in fine fettle and are very much 
looking forward to their Christmas 
meal out.

The place for 100% 
recycled designer wrapping 

paper 
Feeling eco this Christmas? Then get your Christmas wrapping paper from 
Re-wrapped – it is 100% recycled, excellent quality and we have some 
unique designs. They are limited edition print runs, so don’t delay! 

www.re-wrapped.co.uk 

As a local company based in Hinxworth I am happy to offer free local 
delivery to Hinxworth and the surrounding villages.  5% of our profit 
goes to support the charity Muscular Dystrophy.  Please call Annie 
Cullen on 07561 103848 for more information or look online and 
email us via the website at: 
 

picture by Mark Jarman
Money raised from this display 

in Hinxworth will benefit Ashwell 
School PTA.



Church Services - DecemberOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 101 if you have suff ered a 
crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immediate response 
if you have just suff ered a crime and for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

with PC 431 Paul Marina December 4th 10.15 am  Patronal Festival St Nicholas, Hinxworth  
December 11th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas  
December 18th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist  St Nicholas                      
December 24th 11.30 pm Midnight Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
December 25th 9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent, Newnham
                         10 am Carols and readings St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Soup Lunch
December’s Soup Lunch will be on 
Friday 9th in Hinxworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

December’s surgery will be held in the Parish Room, Ashwell  10.30 am 
until 12 pm on Saturday December 10th.

Fire Safe Villages

Ever wanted to take a picture of 
the sky at night?  Th e WI is hosting 
a talk about Astrophotography for 
the January meeting on Th ursday 
14th.  Everybody welcome.  Th e 
meeting starts at 7.45pm.  Th urs-
day 14th January 2012.

Seeing stars

Homemade Christmas Pud-
dings by Sylvia. Please provide 
your own bowl, £3 per lb. Orders 
taken now on 01462 742505.

Christmas Refreshments 
    Ashwell URC                       10/11 December 

     Saturday            10.30  am - 5 pm   

    Sunday         12 noon -  5 pm               

Sponsoring 

 

  
          

Christmas Puds

Croton‛s Cat Corner 

  Our small four year old female 
Tabby often disappears for a few 
days but on this occasion Olive 
has been missing since November 
1st.

 Should you have a friendly cat 
that has taken up residence with 
you we would love to know that 
she is ok or indeed if you have any 
information about her please let us 
know on 01462 742205

 three legged Chutney
A big thank you to Steve, Debbie 
and Paul for taking our ginger male 
to the vets after he was knocked 
down. Also to Elaine for letting 
us know where he was. Chutney 
had to have a leg amputated but 
is making a good recovery and 
we are thinking of renaming him 
Tripod.
Frank Croton & Sandy Harrison 

Success for the Three Horse 
Shoes in the “All-comers” Petanque 
competition held on Saturday 22 
October.  Ten teams took part with 
a resounding victory for our Triples 
Team with a score of 13-1.

 spooky £200
The Spooky Spider Drive held 
on 28 October was enjoyed by 
all who attended the Halloween 
celebrations recently – well done to 
Maureen Sore who was the winner. 
A grand total of £200 was raised 
for the Ashwell Play Group. Many 
thanks to all who contributed.

 Dickensian quiz
Christmas kicks off  on Friday 2 
December at 7.30 pm with a Dick-
ensian Christmas Quiz. Period 
dress to be worn with prizes galore 
and delicious Dickens’ delights for 
supper. £7, including food.

Christmas Opening Times
Christmas Eve – Food served 

12-3 and  6-9.  Christmas Day - 
Bar open 12-4. Boxing Day – Food 
served 12-4 pm.

 Continue the festivities through 
to New Year – join us to see in 2012 
in proper village style – ask at the 
pub for details.

Villages are some of the safest places to live in the 
country. However, we at Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue 

shoes news

One-drawer double wardrobe 
in solid pine for sale W1100mm 
x H 1934mm x D 594mm. Lac-
quered antique wax fi nish. Nearly 
new: £100 ono. Can be partially 
dismantled for transport. Phone 
01462 742992.

good home wanted

Ceramics at Christmas 
Saturday 3rd, Sunday 4th December

Service, would like them to be even safer. To this end we are starting the 
Village Fire Safe initiative. Firstly in Ashwell, and then on to the other 
villages in Hertfordshire.Th e initiative starts with a leafl et drop, which 
we have already carried out, off ering a free home fi re safety check. A 
home fi re safety check consists of a uniformed fi re offi  cer checking the 
smoke detectors in your home, installing new detectors if required free 
of charge and giving fi re safety advice. If you would like a free home fi re 
safety check you can telephone 0800 587 3347 or Baldock Fire Station 
on 01462 666900. After all you can never be too safe.

 Contaminated booze seized
Th e bottles, labelled as Drop Vodka, were being sold from an off  licence in 
Potters Bar. Hertfordshire Trading Standards received a complaint from a 
consumer who felt ill after consuming the product. Offi  cers seized all remain-
ing stock from the store and submitted a bottle to the public analyst. 

‘vodka‛ contained solvent
Th e analysis revealed that the product contained propan-2-ol, isopropyl 
alcohol or rubbing alcohol, at 2g per 100ml of the spirit. Propan-2-ol 
is a common industrial solvent widely used as a cleaning fl uid, and may 
be used in aerosol windscreen de-icers and in diluted form in car washer 
bottles. It is not a normal component of vodka.

Richard Th ake, Executive Member for Community Safety, said: 
“Members of the public should not buy this illicit product. Although 
the product sampled was not deemed to be injurious to health, it can be 
safely assumed that such spirits are not subject to rigorous quality control 
systems. Th erefore you are taking a big risk if you consume this drink, 
as there is no telling exactly what it contains.Traders may think they are 
getting a good deal by buying this vodka on the cheap, but they should 
know that they are committing off ences by selling it.” Hertfordshire Trad-
ing Standards would welcome any information from the public, which 
can be given by contacting Consumer Direct on 08454 040506.

One weekend – two diff erent events! I will be exhibiting my ceramic 
vessels at the Ashwell Christmas Fair at St. Mary’s Church on Saturday 
3rd December from 9.30 to 1 pm. My studio at West Barn, Hinxworth 
Place, will be open on Sunday 4th December from noon to 4 pm. Please 
come along to browse or to buy and to enjoy a glass of mulled wine and 
some homemade Danish cookies. 
Annie Hull

Village Voice 
wishes all its 

readers a joyful 
Christmas and a 
good New Year


