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27 volunteers from the WI, their families and local residents met at 
Hinxworth Village Hall on Saturday morning  May 21st, ready to begin 
the big village clean up organised by the WI. They donned bright green 

Hinxworth‛s Big Tidy up...

Recently there has been an in-
crease in the number of Charity 
Clothing Collection bags being deliv-
ered to homes in North Herts. It may 
be that a number of these companies 
are either bogus or do not contribute 
to charities. Please consider checking 
out these companies before leaving 
clothes out for collection. Check 
the internet to see if the company 
concerned is legitimate, or contact 
the Charities Commission. If still in 
doubt, deliver the clothing direct to 
one of the local Charity based shops. 
Then you can be certain that the 
clothes will reach a worthy recipient. 
This also prevents the ‘bogus’ collec-
tors from stealing genuine clothing 
bags from your doorstep! 

Beware bogus 
charity bag scam

A  loud explosion at mid-day on Monday last heralded the arrival of 
gales that interrupted Newnham’s electricity supply until 2 the follow-
ing morning. A live wire set fire to a tree bringing in the fire brigade’s 
immediate help, followed by the electicity folk and some ten hours slog 
of reconnection. Shattered willow trees by the moat found ‘Flam’, the 
farm’s handiest man, climbing twenty feet up, spreadeagled across the 
branches of two of them, sawing off another that threatened the nearby 
roofs. Despite all, still no rain to speak of and Newnham’s acres are much 
pinched for water as farming faces grow gloomier by the hour. 
Iain Bain

Gale leads to Newnham shock and fire

day glow tabards, protective gloves, collected plastic bags  and litter pickers 
and scattered to their allotted areas around Hinxworth and Edworth. An 
hour and a half later they returned with their trophies, around 20 bags 
full. These included a car’s front bumper, a tyre, a car number plate, a 
metal stand for a garden table, a mobile phone without its innards and 
a  boomerang, obviously faulty as it  hadn’t come back,  two very smelly 
duvets, and some weight training weights, crisp packets, drinks bottles 
and cans. A generous and well desrved buffet lunch was provided and 
everyone departed satisfied with a job well done.
Ed Thorn and Heidi Mason

..and next,the big lunch
We have had the  Big Tidy Up, why not join us for the Big Lunch? The 

venue this year will be outside Hinxworth Village Hall from 12.30pm on 
Sunday  June 5th. Like the big tidy up, the idea is a community project 
to get the villagers working and playing together. We’ve done the work, 
now come and bring family and friends to a bring and share lunch. We 
especially invite new comers to the village and those who have hibernated 
through the winter! 

Children, why not get mum or dad to organise some team games, 
cricket, rounders etc.?

Don’t forget tables & chairs: crockery and cutlery and of course some 
food to share for the buffet table, savoury or sweet.

Let’s make this the Best Ever.
Contact Viv Hughes for more info. 01462 743227.

Frances Edmonds, Reggie 
Fair’s sister, celebrated her 90th 
birthday on May 14th with a 
family lunch party in Hinxworth 
Village Hall.  Those present were 
all related and covered a wide 
range of ages.  When the lunch-
eon was over everyone moved to 
Cammocks, the home of the Fair 
family since 1946 and from where 
Frances was married to Humphrey 
Edmonds in 1948.  The occasion 
was a singularly happy one.  

Frances 90 not out

Masquerade Ball 
July 14th 2012
Plans are well under way for the 

masquerade ball.  A brief overview 
of some of the things organised:  
Prize for the best dressed cou-
ple; a classical band which will 
play during the sit down supper.  
More news to follow later on the 
band which will play later in the 
evening!  The price will be £50 per 
ticket, which might seem steep, 
but when you see what we have 
planned, it should be well worth 
it - plus all money raised is for 
charity!  If you start saving now, 
it’s less than £1 a week.  To reserve 
your ticket now, contact Victoria 
on 01462 742 505.  Tickets are 
limited to 100, and some have 
already gone!

Right Royal Party
The Three Horseshoes Party in 

the Car Park was a great success 
and you can see a picture of the 
happy couple on page three.



June 3rd  Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
June 5th Big Lunch outside Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 pm 
June 12th Hinxworth Open gardens 2 pm - 5 pm. 
June 28th Coach trip to Bletchley Park, information 01462 742416 
June 30th  Village Hall Mgmt Cttee 8 pm Hinxworth Village Hall 8 pm
July 9th WGC Male Voice Choir, Newnham Village Hall 7.30 pm
July 16th 8.30 pm Ashwell Playgroup Summer Ball, St Mary’s Ashwell
July 27th Village Outing to Hampton Court, 01462 742505 for details
September 11th Newnham Church Lunch 1 pm, details soon
September 17th Coach trip to London.
November 19th Village Supper, Hinxworth Village Hall - details soon

Dates for your diary

Allotments to rent
Six allotments are still available to 
rent at Hinxworth. Contact Simon 
Marlow on 01462 742268 if you 
would like to know more. 

Newnham Lunch
This high point of the social 

calendar will be held on Sunday 
September 11th at 1 pm. Book the 
date now, more details to follow.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The meeting held in The Village Hall on Thursday 12th May was 

entitled “Resolutions”, when  two resolutions previously selected from 
hundreds sent in to the headquarters of the National Federation of 
Women’s Institutes (NFWI),these two selected resolutions go forward to 
the NFWI, AGM, after being discussed and voted on at WI meetings up 
and down the country.  Delegates are sent to the AGM in June to discuss 
and to vote on these on our behalf, in the hope that HM Government 
will take notice of our concerns. The first resolution calls for a  halt to 
planning permission being granted to companies wishing to build  vast 
barns to house thousands of cattle and pigs in artificial surroundings 
where they never see the light of day, the reason being to boost food 
production. And the second resolution calls on HM government to 
think again before closing public libraries. After discussion our delegate 
Yvonne Tookey was instructed on our wishes for voting.

flowers in unusual settings
Then Ann Adams who had brought with her bunches of supermarket 
flowers showed us using unusual containers how to make some very 
beautiful arrangements. The members followed suit with the flowers 
and containers they had brought to the meeting. Ann kindly donated 
her arrangements to the raffle, and so several members went home with 
one of her floral  offerings.

art demo  
Next meeting:   Thursday  June  9th 2001,  “Water Colour Painting Tech-
niques  Demonstration” with David James,   7.45 pm in the  Village Hall 
Hinxworth. All members and non members welcome, a small donation 
from non members would be welcome on the night to boost funds. 
Carol Cheney

Welwyn Garden City 
Male Voice Choir 

In Concert on Saturday July 9th 
7.30pm in Newnham Village Hall 
SG7 5JX.Tickets £10 per person.
Over 70s and under 16s £8 includ-
ing a glass of wine.  All proceeds 
to Caldecote Church Restoration 
Fund. Apply for tickets with cheque 
and s.a.e. to Caldecote Church 
Friends, 4 Meadow Cottages, Calde-
cote, Baldock, Herts. SG7 5LE Tel: 
01462 742440. No ‘tickets at the 
door’ Seating is strictly limited.   

 

A rural ride to Royston
As a sort of professional believer, I had my 

doubts about the alleged Wednesday bus serv-
ice 290 from Hinxworth to Royston and back. 
It was time to check whether the timetable on 
the bus stop in Ashwell Road told the truth. So 
on Wednesday May 4th I set out on my small 
adventure. The 16 seater minibus, operated by 
Landmark coaches for Hertfordshire County 
Council, appeared on time. 

I boarded the bus and showed my bus pass 
to the driver Mandy who in her two months 
on this service had never known anyone from 
Hinxworth to use the service. A lady joined 
the bus at Ashwell’s village shop stop, while a 
bald man with an eye patch got on opposite 
the Post Office. 

Bowling along Station Road, a mother and 
her teenage daughter stopped us and asked if 
we passed Ashwell and Morden station. We did. They clambered aboard. 
It’s a good walk from there to the station. I gave them my timetable in 
case they wanted to take the return journey. We  travelled at 50 mph 
along the A505, arriving in Royston at around 10.20, held up for some 
24 seconds at some road works. Our driver asked Mr Eye Patch if he 
wanted Morrisons. “Yes, please,” he said. 

Royston is a marvel. The first thing I saw as I got off 
the bus was a placard about saving the town’s loos. I 
visited the market, whose charter dates from 1189, 
granted by Richard the First. The town sits astride 
Ermine Street and Icknield Way. There was plenty of 
choice in the market, stalls offering fresh fish, plants, 
fruit and veg, antiques, bric a brac and household 

goods and the cheapest Duracell batteries I’ve seen.  The town was burned 
down twice in 1324 and 1405 in market disputes with the Knights 
Templar of Baldock.

coffee at Wedgies for just 80p
I wandered down a pleasantly narrow High Street and found Wedgies 
Sandwich Bar off Melbourn Street sold me a delicious coffee for just 
80p. The town has a fine parish church, St John the Baptist, with an 
Augustinian foundation in the second half of the 12th century.

Sitting on a low wall outside Morrisons waiting for the return trip, I 
was joined  by a lady from Barrington much weighed down with bags of 
shopping. In no time at all she was telling me all about a local funeral, 
and a  crime involving the police helicopter. Suddenly she rolled up one 
trouser leg to show me the knee that was giving her grief. Happily for me 
her bus arrived just before I could learn any more about her. We helped 
Mr Eye Patch climb aboard our minibus with his week’s shopping in two 
bags. He was the only other passenger. We arrived at the Three Horseshoes 
on time and in time for lunch with my artist wife Annette. 

It had been fun. There is more to see and do in Royston so I hope the 
bus isn’t axed and I look forward to many more rural rides.
Patrick Forbes

town burned down twice

A Watering Mate?
Is there someone in Hinxworth 

who would like to team up with 
me to exchange services by water-
ing each other’s gardens when we 
are away?  It is my vegetable gar-
den, greenhouse and patio plants 
that concern me most!

If you are interested, please 
phone me on 01462 742992
Anne Hill

Ian Wilkinson wonders if ga-
rage standards have slipped just a 
little where the fixing of number-
plates is concerned.

Cleaning Hall Chairs
If any one out there has a 

steam-cleaner and can spare an 
hour (time TBA) to help clean the 
chairs in Hinxworth Village Hall it 
would be much appreciated. Please 
contact me  on 01462 743227.
Viv Hughes

You are invited to visit http://
kasiisiporridge.org/Crafts.aspx for 
information about the next Kasiisi 
Porridge Project craft sale at Sut-
ton’s Flower Festival, Bedfordshire 
– 18th and 19th June from 10 am.  
Lots of new stuff!

We really hope you can come 
and look forward to seeing you 
there! If you can’t make it your-
self, then do tell your family and 
friends about it. Thank you.
Kate Wrangham-Briggs

Porridge Project 
at Sutton



Charles and Diane wed

Charles Fair and Diane Vanderson were married in St Nicholas 
Church Hinxworth on Saturday April 30th. Charles Fair is Reggie and 
Janet Fair’s son and is a management consultant, and Diane comes from 
Ohio and is a lawyer working in London. The sun shone for them as they 
were driven away in Ian Wilkinson’s 1928 Clyno. We wish them well.

My daughter Jackie Lee made 
it to the summit of Mount Kili-
manjaro on the 18th February  
and raised the sum of £4,000.   
The whole group reached the top 
and achieved the grand total of 
£52.000 which included money 
raised at a Valentines Ball they 
held at The Manor of Groves 
in Sawbridgeworth.  All of the 
money will go to The Princess 
Alexandra Hospital for breast 
cancer patients.   Jackie would like 
to thank everyone in Edworth for 
all their kind donations.
Jenny Allen

Jackie‛s climb raises £4000

peak experience - Jackie at the summit

Newnham Village Hall Kitchen 
Members of the Village Hall Committee would like to thank all 

the people who have given their time and made donations towards the 
decoration and refurbishment of our kitchen.

Clare and Rob Botterman kindly donated the kitchen units, Becky 
and Richard Edgar spent many hours planning and fitting the units and 
worktops, Chris Rosendale donated the flooring, Bodget and Scarper 
donated the cooker hood.

smarter future
Richard Rosendale gave a microwave oven and Andrew Young, Arbury 
Ward Member N.H.D.C., gave us a generous grant covering the cost of 
the new oven. Betty Howard supplied paint for kitchen, entrance hall 
and main hall and Steve and Julia Curtis-Guy donated a new boiler when 
our old one failed.  We are very grateful for all the hard work and dona-
tions.We still have a little more to do to complete the project, but our 
Village Hall is looking much smarter and we are sure future functions 
will benefit from a new kitchen. 
Newnham Village Hall Committee

A right royal couple

Our royal-watching snapper/editor spotted this happy pair enjoying 
Hinxworth’s Party in the Car Park at the Three HorseShoes on Friday. 
April 29th. Not so much Kate and William as Knit and Wooliam?  They 
were knitted by Hinxworth’s Yvonne Tookey and Viv Hughes. The event 
raised  £200 for Help for Heroes. Thanks to Margaret, Gerald and every-
one concerned. It was a true village occasion.

A real green deal
Is grant support for home insulation soon to be replaced by loans? 

The government’s latest proposals certainly imply this. The Green Deal 
proposes to spread the cost of new home insulation across future energy 
bills associated with a property. It is hoped that this will remove any 
obvious barrier to getting the work done. A guiding principle is that 
insulation installed must save the householder more money than the 
extra charge on their bills.  

a good return on investment
However, we don’t yet know how much loan interest repayments will 
add to the cost. Currently cavity wall and loft insulation cost under £100 
each in some areas thanks to Council grants. The Energy Saving Trust 
estimates households can save £115 each year with cavity wall insulation. 
This is a remarkable return on investment.

insulate this year with a grant
Get insulation installed in 2011 and you’ll benefit from a grant. Beyond 
March 2012, when energy supplier grants are up for review, this is much 
less certain. So, for householders with savings, no intention of moving 
home and no desire to pay interest on a loan, today’s best offers arguably 
represent the real green deal.

compare insulation deals 
Taking advantage of grant offers is easy. You can compare insulation 
deals at cocoonyourhome.co.uk or on 0800 8048 777, or check with 
the Council. Cocoon is an independent comparison service operated by 
United Sustainable Energy Agency, a not-for-profit organisation.

North Herts District Council Election
Eric Morris Blakeley, Green Party 45  
Paul David Burgin,The Labour Party 89 
Ian Simpson, Liberal Democrat 402  
Andrew Dempster Young The Conservative Party 796  
Electorate: 2097. Ballot papers issued: 1338. 6 Ballot papers rejected. 

Turnout: 63.81%

Hinxworth Parish Council Election
Les Whitfield 113 - elected
David Osmond 105 - elected
Andrew Cullen 86 - elected
Eric Sore 74 - elected
Paul Watler 72 - elected
Barry Huber 71
Stephen Gumm 47

Electorate 251.Voted 66.93%
Papers rejected 11

Coffee nets £265.37
Newnham’s election day coffee morning 
raised this sum to be shared by St Vin-
cent’s Church and the Village Hall.



Church Services - JuneOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for  hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

June’s surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall, Ashwell 
High Street 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday June 3rd.

with PC 431 Paul Marina June 5th 10.15 am  Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
June 12th  9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth          

     June 19th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
June 26th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth

 Summer Dance 
Ashwell Playgroup is holding its 
Summer Dance on Saturday  16th 
July 8.30 pm in St Mary’s church 
Ashwell with music, bar and cana-
pés, dress to impress. Tickets will 
be on sale from May at £15 each. 
Further details will be published 
nearer the time.  

Soup Lunch
June’s Soup Lunch will be on Fri-
day June 3rd in Hinxworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

              
Last year we had a few problems with teen-

agers lighting bonfires on local farm land, 
this mostly occurred on a Friday or Saturday 
night starting about 10.30 and could go on 
all night with the revellers sleeping in tents. 
There was evidence of under age drinking 
and also a number of criminal offences were 
committed, theft of fence posts for fuel and 

Fired up teenagers

Edworth Summer Barn Bed & Breakfast
A warm and friendly welcome 

awaits you at the newly opened 
Summer Barn Bed & Breakfast 
in Edworth. A beautiful en-suite 
bedroom includes a king-size bed, 
claw-foot bath and luxury shower. 
After a restful night’s sleep enjoy 
a lovely home cooked breakfast 
amid peaceful surroundings. For 

Cars for Breast 
Cancer

As part of my funding raising 
last year I did a small car show in 
Letchworth Garden Square shop-
ping centre as part of October 
Breast Cancer Awareness month.  I 
am looking to do the car show 
again this year.  I have a couple of 
main dealer garages interested, and 
was looking for anybody that had 
an unusual car or motorbike that 
they wouldn’t mind displaying. If 
you can help please contact me, 
Helene Donohoe, on 01462 
743213 or 07890-212194 

Koala spotted

Dear Patrick,
     I recently spotted this chap 

along the New Inn Road, he ap-
pears to have been clinging on 
there gallantly for some time!
Dylan Mills

Please send all copy and pictures for July’s Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 
Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, by June 20th. Village Voice is 
published by Forbes Services Ltd and can be read at www.hinxworth.info 
Email address for all copy and pictures is fool1@patrickforbes.plus.com  

June 30th – 8pm Hinxworth-
Village Hall – Village Hall Mana-
gaement Committee meeting; new 
members always welcome.

help village hall

Newnham Parish 
Council Election

Roberta Craig 45 - elected
Mark Bowen 41 - elected
Nicholas Farr 40 - elected
Christopher Rosendale 37 - elected
Richard Edgar 15
Electorate 75. Voted 48, 64%. 

bookings and further information contact Susan Cranston on 01767 
600523 or susan.cranston60@googlemail.com

Hinxworth - the home of good tea, 
Mortier‛s Tea

Call us on 01462 743241
Email us at info@mortierstea.com

The Three Horseshoes Golf 
Day  on Friday May 20th  raised 
£360  for The Garden House Hos-
pice in Letchworth. Thanks to all 
who took part.

cask mark award
 The pub has been awarded its cask 
mark accreditation, meaning it is 
now nationally recognized as serv-
ing quality beer. Congratulations 
to Margaret and Gerald. Some of 
us customers already appreciated 
our good fortune!

News from Shoes

damage to crops or grassland. If you have teenage children please  have 
a word with them and if they say they are staying over with a friend 
can you check out their story. I have had three children that are now all 
past their teenage years and know how devious they can be. My mother 
caught me by the smell of smoke on my clothes. 

This behaviour, if it does not stop could result in a teenager having 
a criminal record! 

prison for road rage driver
A Buntingford motorist who struck another driver during a road rage 
incident last August has been given a suspended prison sentence. Ian 
Shaw, 49, was angry that the other driver had tried to block his overtak-
ing on the A10 Buntingford Bypass. 

When Shaw managed to get past the other car he pulled up, went 
back to the other driver who was sitting behind the wheel of his car and 
punched him several times. However witnesses to the attack noted his 
registration number and he was later arrested. 

At St Albans Crown Court on Wednesday, Shaw of Greenways, 
Buntingford pleaded guilty to assault occasioning actual bodily harm. 
Prosecutor Geoffrey Porter said the incident occurred on August 31 last 
year. He said the defendant came up behind the other driver who was 
travelling at around 50 miles per hour along the bypass. He explained  
because it appeared that the other driver had tried to stop him overtak-
ing, Mr. Shaw stopped his car and carried out the attack swearing at the 
driver as he did so. 

Judge Stephen Gullick sentenced Shaw to five month imprisonment 
suspended for two years. He will also be subject to a four month home curfew 
between the hours of 8.30pm and 4am. In addition Shaw must pay his victim 
£600 in compensation and £1200 towards the prosecution costs.

watch out for little deer
If you are walking in the countryside at this time of year you may find 
young Fallow Deer fawns that appear to have been abandoned. The 
chances are that the mother or doe is away feeding. They do return at 
regular intervals to feed the youngster. This is normal and in the first 
months the fawns are completely scentless. This is Mother Nature’s way 
of protecting the fawns from foxes and stray dogs. So if you do find one 
please give it a wide berth and leave it where it is.

mailto:susan.cranston60@googlemail.com

