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12th Ashwell Book Weekend
 in St.Mary’s Church on Saturday, 1st October (10am – 5pm) and Sunday, 

2nd October 12noon – 5pm. Calling all book lovers to come and browse 
among the thousands of books on off er at bargain prices. Refreshments avail-
able. Entrance £1. Proceeds to St.Mary’s Church Restoration Appeal.

Hinxworth village hall is a treasured venue for many clubs and gather-
ings in the village. It was restored for the village in the last decade and 
the daily running of the building is the responsbility of the Village Hall 
Management Committee -VHMC. Duties and responsibilities include 
making bookings, managing fi nances, cleaning and maintaining the hall 
and running fund raising events to boost the hall funds. At the moment 
the committee is very small and we need more members so please come 
forward and join us. Please give Claire Hay, 01462 742477 or Sylvia 
Scales, 01462 742505, a call and we will be happy to introduce you to 
the committee and explain what we do and why we need your help.

70’s Charity Disco with our very own resident DJ Les on Fri 7th 
October at Hinxworth Village Hall.

I only have a few tickets left so if you have requested tickets please 
confi rm numbers as soon as possible please, or if you want tickets let 
me know too. Ring me on 07890 212194. Th e tickets are £10 and this 
includes a disco, live music and snacks.  It’s bring your own drinks, but 
we will be selling a few 70’s novelty drinks.  So dig out your fl ares or 
your Abba outfi t and come and boogie on down, all for a good cause 
- breast cancer research. Th anks. 
Helene Donohoe

Few tickets left for Charity Disco

Your Number‛s Up 
Don‛t Let Thieves Get Away With it.
Among the items that are mostly reported stolen from motor vehicles 

are vehicle registration plates.  Th ese are then used in the commission 
of other crimes such as fuel station ‘drive off s’, speeding/traffi  c off ences, 
avoidance of the London congestion charges and to ‘disguise’ a vehicle in 
the execution of another crime.  Vehicle registration plates are soft targets 
as they are quickly and easily removed.  Th e intention of ‘your numbers 
up’ is to make it harder for thieves to target your number plates.

Bedfordshire Police hold regular FREE events across the County to 
secure your index plates. Here are some dates in October: Th ursday 6 
October, Time: 14:15 - 15:15, One Stop Shop - Clifton; Th ursday 6 
October,Time: 15:30 – 16:15,  Rectory Road, Campton; Saturday 8 
October,Time: 09:00 – 12:00, Farmers Market, Sheff ord; Saturday 8 

Village Hall needs you

2011 Village Supper
Saturday 19th November 7.30 for 8pm. Bar, raffl e, auc-
tion and entertainment. Book your table. Tickets on sale 

now £12:50 from 12 Francis Road, Hinxworth 
Please make cheques payable to Hinxworth and Edworth 

Village Hall Management Committee.

Superfast Broadband
for the residents of Hinxworth?

    Hertfordshire County Council has requested a survey  
take place in Hinxworth to facilitate their superfast broad-
band initiative. 

Th erefore please would you send by email your queries/
concerns/experiences in respect of your broadband provider 
to Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to Hinxworth Parish Council 
wggk@btinternet.com Your responses will be forwarded to 
H.C.C. to support Hinxworth’s case.  Further details can 
be obtained from the following websites: www.hertsdirect.
org/websurveys/surveys/P2797R/  or www.hertsdirect.org/
your-community/broadband/
Les Whitfi eld 
Chairman  Hinxworth Parish Council
Background from Hertfordshire County Council

“One of the coalition government’s aims is for the UK to have the 
best Superfast Broadband Network in Europe by 2015 and they are mak-
ing support available to help achieve this goal. Th e government would 
like all areas to have a speed of at least 2 Mbps. In practical terms this 
means being able to use the BBC iPlayer service without interruption. 
It has set up a delivery vehicle, Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK) to 
help achieve its goal.”

“BDUK recently announced their funding allocations for achieving 
the above. Th ey are requesting tier one local authorities and/or Local 
Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) to match fund these allocations and then 
procure a commercial supplier who would themselves match the BDUK 
and local authority/LEP contribution.”

“Next steps for Hertfordshire County Council and the Hertfordshire 
LEP are to fi nalise the Hertfordshire ‘Local Broadband Plan’ which is 
requested by BDUK to identify where locally broadband access and 
speeds need to be improved and to determine the most cost-eff ective 
way of doing this. BDUK will need to approve this document before 
they will release their funding.”

St Nicholas Harvest 10.15 Oct 2nd
 10 am at the allotments

One or two allotments available at Hinxworth. Contact 
Sharon Dawson on 01462 743092.



Please send all copy and pictures for November’s Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 
18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, by October 20th. Village Voice is 
published by Forbes Services Ltd and can be read at www.hinxworth.info Email 

please don‛t miss copy deadline

Building a wall or two in Brazil
Soapbox is a charity which deals in short and long 

term trips to places in Asia, Europe, South America and 
Africa. They send groups of young people to work on 
projects for between a week and a half and six months. 
I was part of a group of young people who went to 
Brazil for about a month during the summer holidays. 
A big thank you to all who helped to sponsor me or 

Have you had your flu jab yet?
The flu virus circulates every winter, usually over a few weeks. The 

best time to have a flu jab is in the autumn, from September to early 
November. Do not wait until the winter before getting your flu jab.

supported me in any way. Without your help I would not have been 
able to go to Brazil to work in the orphanage there. We left Ashwell at 
about two in the morning, which made for an unusually quiet bus ride! 
The first leg of the journey was a flight to Portugal where we caught an 
onward flight to Brazil. 

a shortage of underwear
We were just looking forward to getting to the orphanage and a chance 
to relax when I discovered that my bag hadn’t arrived. We spent some 45 
minutes talking to officials in Portuguese and discovering that it would 
arrive in maybe a couple of days’ time. So no clean clothes until it did! 
There was a slightly awkward first meeting with an interpreter whom I 
told that I needed some new underwear. On the bus to the orphanage 
we had a good look at the surrounding area. We saw trainers hooked over 
the overhead cables and learnt that these marked out one gang’s territory 
from another. We were advised not to go out on our own as there was a 
lot of knife crime in that area. There were drug dealers operating within 
50 metres of the orphanage.

building a wall to keep children safe
We were shocked to see that the wall we were supposed to build was not 
as necessary as a wall on the edge of the area where the children played, 
so we decided to build two walls. Because of the extra money we had 
raised we were able to hire a professional builder to work on the original 
wall while we concentrated on the wall that would keep the children safe 
whenever they played football. Brazilian children play a lot of football.  
The bricks were of very poor quality so we built a double shell wall. It 
was a harder job but the finished wall was a lot stronger.

One of the most important tasks was to give the children the time 
and attention they don’t normally receive. Their living conditions were 
better than I had expected but the orphanage staff let them run wild, 
there was little care or supervision. We offered them constructive activi-
ties, and some discipline. There was an interpreter but we learned some 
appropriate Portuguese and sign language. Our relationships with the 
children led me to sponsor one of the 18 children at the orphanage.  All 
of the others sponsored one each. Some of the children had ‘godfathers’ 
or sponsors who would visit, take them home to stay at Christmas. Oth-
ers didn’t. We said that we would happily forego our sponsorship if a 
Brazilian adult wanted to  be a godfather. It’s obviously better if there is 
a local godfather who can take a closer interest in the child. 

We took the children to church which was very different from St 
Nicholas Church. We went twice during a church youth weekend. The 
conditions at the orphanage were better than we expected. We managed 
to do some repair work there. There were proper individual beds, running 
water, electricity, a communal television. My bed wasn’t particularly well 
made. It collapsed when I first lay on it.

For our last  weekend we went and stayed free at a Jewish holiday camp 
run by Messianic Jews and we shared in a two hour service with them.

appreciating love and affection
The trip has made me appreciate what the children don’t seem to have, 
a good family relationship. They have many material objects but little 
love or affection and you can tell who the leaders are as it’s a case of the 
survival of the fittest
Tom Hartree

Newnham Parish Lunch nets £1521

picture: Carol Cheney
The sun shone for the Newnham Parish Lunch on September 11th. 

Over 100 people met for this annual buffet lunch and the event raised a 
record £1521 for church funds. A passing rain shower marked the end 
of the lunch and the beginning of the raffle. Thanks to all who attended 
or helped in any way.

The Benhams would  like to say a very big Thank You to everyone 
who came along to the Tea Party on Sunday 11th September in aid of 
the Lymphoma Association. Also to all those people who donated cakes 
and raffle prizes or helped on the day.  Together with other donations  
received throughout the year and collection boxes from Ashwell Post 
Office and The Three Horseshoes, we collected over £1000. Thank you 
once again on behalf of the Lymphoma Association. 

address for all copy and pictures is fool1@patrickforbes.plus.com  

Over £1000 for Lymphoma Association



October 1st & 2nd Ashwell Book Festival, St Mary’s Church, see page 1
October 2nd St Nicholas Harvest Festival  10.15 am, see page 4
October 6th Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall 8 pm
October 14th Music for an Autumn Evening 7.30 pm, see page 3
October 16th St Vincent’s Harvest Festival 4.30 pm
October 22nd Lyre talk and demonstration 7.30 pm, URC Ashwell
November 6th Ashwell School Fireworks, Hinxworth recreation ground
November 19th Village Supper, Hinxworth Village Hall - see page 1
July 14th 2012 Masquerade Ball. Hinxworth Village Hall 

Dates for your diary

 
Meeting. 1st September  2011 Present: Mr  L. Whifield, Chairman, 

Mr D. Osmond, Mr E. Sore, Mr P. Watler Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk. 
Apologies:  Mr A. Cullen. Also in attendance: P.C. Paul Marina

The Chairman welcomed P.C Marina to the meeting. P.C Marina 
reported that crime was still low in Hinxworth even though a few inci-
dents had occurred in the past weeks. Crime averaged one a month, but 
it has to be remembered the figures include crimes taking place at the 
A1 Service Stations. Mobile ‘phone scams have been reported locally. 
Overall these are on the decrease due to providers being able to track 
thefts and scams.

Speeding is still an issue. The mobile speed traps in the High Street 
have not caught anybody to date. This is mainly due to the high visibility 
of the officers making it difficult to hide from the offenders. There is 
a Herts Speed Watch Campaign in place, This provides local residents 
with the police apparatus to catch offenders. PC Marina suggested this 
could operate in Hinxworth with the help of the residents.

The Ashwell/Hinxworth Road also has a speeding issue. In PC Ma-
rina’s opinion the only way this could be resolved is altering the layout 
of the road. Hertfordshire Highways would be responsible for providing 
the funds.

Hare Coursing is at an all time low. Ten cases reported last year but 
there have been few reports in the local area to date this year.

Due to the high price of scrap thefts remain ongoing. PC Marina 
checks local scrap yards on a regular basis. The Chairman thanked PC 
Marina for attending the meeting.  

 School Transport provision from September 2012: A reply in re-
sponse to our letter has been received from Justin Donovan Director of 
Education at Hertfordshire County Council. This detailed no change 
in 2012 to the current school travel arrangements.

 St Nicholas Burial Ground: A request has been received from St 
Nicholas P.C.C. for an increase in the Parish Council’s contribution to 
the upkeep of the burial ground. The cost has now risen to £1000 per 
annum. The Councillors agreed to provide £500 annually.

 Gate Cottage: The residents have notified the Parish Council they 
have recently applied for the route of the footpath currently used along 
the western side of Gate Cottage garden to be officially designated the 
footpath. This would in their opinion provide easier access to the allot-
ments and the back of the Three Horseshoes.

 Farm Vehicles driving along Francis Road. A letter has been received 
from a resident in Francis Road detailing the ongoing problem of these 
vehicles causing inconvenience to the residents.

 Affordable Housing Survey: The Parish Councillors agreed unani-
mously to notify North Hertfordshire District Council that a housing 
survey is not required in Hinxworth.

 Planning Application 08/02805/1HH The Chestnuts High Street: 
The Councillors are unable to make any comments on this application 
at this point in time as it is unclear about the issues involved.

 Planning Application 11/01347/1 The Land behind the Cottages in 
the High Street: The Councillors require details of the current progress 
of this application. 

Vehicle Turning Circle by the Village Hall: Jamie Sells Contracts 
Manager N.H.D.C. had confirmed this area and any other kerb area 
in Francis Road would be cleared of weeds/vegetation in the next few 
weeks. Two months on  this has not been done.

 Meeting with Hertfordshire Highways: Items discussed and agreed at 
a meeting with Gary Henning Hertfordshire Highways in the Village on 
August 5th. 30mph Signs for the Village, Francis Road Bollards, Public 
Footpaths. Notably the path that runs from the High Street to the back 
of the allotment field. The issues with this path have been passed onto 
the appropriate department by Gary Henning. 

 Village Hall Car Park Lighting: The work has been completed by 
Flint Contractors Ltd. Bottle Bank:  Wendy Kitchener will continue to 
apply for possible funding.Drain Cover:  The cover has now been replaced 
by John O’Connor Ground Contractors.
 Recreation Ground: Playground Inspection: To be completed in the 
Autumn by N.H.D.C.                        (continued  in columns 3 and 4)

Hinxworth Parish Council

 The Tennis Court: To be held over to the October meeting.
 The Allotments: Current Allotment Holders rent for 2011/2012: 

The annual rent of £30. was due on September 1st from the allotment 
holders. The Councillors agreed the rent should be reviewed annually. 
New Allotment Holders: Licence agreements are required to be signed 
by all new allotment holders.  

 Any Other Business: The Telephone Box: BT had rectified the 
problem but calls can only be made to 999.

 Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday October 6th 8.00pm in the 
Village Hall.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk,  Hinxworth Parish Council  
   

(continued from columns 1 and 2)

Building a wall or two in Brazil
The meeting on September 8th wel-

comed  Maggie Taylor from Harpenden 
who spoke to us about The Sidmouth 
Donkey Sanctuary in Devon. She told 
of her acquiring her first donkey to keep 
her very elderly pony company. 44 years 
later she is still passionate about donkeys 
and does many hours of fundraising, The  
Donkey Sanctuary is open 365 days a year, 
even on Christmas Day when people often 
visit to wish the donkeys a Happy Christ-
mas. Admission is free and there is now a 
restaurant in the courtyard Barn so you can 
spend all day there or if you live locally one 
can pop in and out at leisure.

Donkeys are very different from horses. 
They come from hot countries so don’t 

WI and Donkey Business

have  waterproof coats.  They also find the green grass of England can be 
a bit rich as they are used to a dry diet.  Their food is carefully watched 
and they are let out in the pasture on the farm where they live for short 
periods of the day and only in dry weather.

The Sanctuary was started 45 years ago by Elizabeth Svenson MBE 
with just a few donkeys. Now the sanctuary has 4000 in England and there 
are also sanctuaries in Russia, Jamaica  Kenya, Egypt and Ethiopia. 

donkeys pine away 
The sanctuaries are totally charity funded. Many people become foster 
families. Donkeys will pine away in a possible five days if they are parted 
from a long time companion so they are always fostered in pairs. Foster 
homes are carefully vetted and there must be at least one acre of land 
per animal with a yard and stabling. The sanctuary also runs courses on 
donkey care. They also have a week long camp for 18 children at a time 
to learn about the animals.The sanctuary runs riding classes for Special 
Needs Children who get many benefits from this activity. They provide 
a free blood testing service so that any vet in England can send donkey 
bloods to be tested. It was all extremely interesting and a good insight 
into the good work being done.

committee night off
Next months meeting: Thursday October 13th 2011 is Members’ Night, 
the evening when the members hold the meeting and give the hard work-
ing committee a rest.  7.45pm Village Hall, Hinxworth, All members 
and prospective members welcome.
Carol Cheney



Church Services - OctoberOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 101 if you have suffered a 
crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immediate response 
if you have just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

with PC 431 Paul Marina October 2 10.15 am  Harvest Festival Family Service St Nicholas,  
October 9th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth          

     October 16th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
                      4.30 pm Harvest Festival St Vincent, Newnham
October 23rd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
                         9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent, Newnham
October 30th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth

Soup Lunch
October’s Soup Lunch will be on 
Friday 14th in Hinxworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

Hinxworth Harvest
Do join us at St Nicholas 

Church for this year’s Harvest 
Festival on Sunday October 2nd 
at 10.15 am. Weather permitting 
we will meet at the allotments off 
Francis Road at 10 am and then 
process to St Nicholas Church.The 
service will be followed at 12 pm 
by a Bring and Share lunch in the 
Church. We will be decorating the 
Church from 10 am on Saturday 
October 1st. Please come and help 
us if you can spare the time.

October’s surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall, 
Ashwell High Street 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday October 21st.

 Events for 2012
I was saddened to read in last 

month’s Village Voice that there 
was such little interest in events for 
2012 to celebrate The Queen’s 60th 
Jubilee – even the Victorians went 
wild – and the London Olympics.

no response
Remembering the fun we had as 
a community, with an event every 
month during Millennium year, 
followed by the Queen’s 50th Jubilee 
and all the fund raising events for the 
Village Hall refurbishment. I find it 
astonishing that with the exception 
of the Scales family no one has come 
up with any new ideas or attended 
the meeting Sylvia arranged.

nucleus of doers
There is always a nucleus of doers 
in any community and these are 
gradually replaced over the years. 
However this seems not to be the 
case over the past few years. Is this 
a reflection of the busy lives we all 
lead, or just an excuse?

generous people
In last months Village Voice there 
were three advertisements for char-
ity events in the village hall, which 
is highly commendable. All no 
doubt will be well supported; Local 
folk are generous and caring.

why so few?
Why then are so few families and 
young men and women keen to or-
ganise/support community events? 
The Big Lunch, absolutely free and 
requiring very little effort other than 
a plate of food, was a lovely occa-
sion, which could have been a great 
village event with the addition of 
mums and dads, children and teen-
agers as well as, with no disrespect, 
the same old faces.

your turn now
So come on you young ones! Why 
not get together and help make 
2012 a year that you and the chil-
dren of the village will remember 
as part of village life, just as we 
oldies have over the last twenty 
years or more?
Worn out mover and shaker
name and address supplied

A man and a woman  have been knocking 
on doors in North Herts. They claimed to be 
working for the Council and said they would 
be installing solar panels on roofs in the area.  
One of the householders was suspicious and 
reported the matter to North Hertfordshire 
Homes which subsequently alerted NHDC 

Solar Panel Scam

and the Police. These people do not work for the council and house 
holders should check details of anyone knocking at their door.                   

mobile phone fraud reminder
If a courier or the post office try and deliver a mobile phone to your 
address that you have not ordered please do not sign for it and return 
back to the provider. This is another elaborate con. What has happened 
is;- Someone has found your name and address and has started up a 
mobile phone contract in your name, they may have also started up a 
bank account in your details to set up a direct debit to pay the phone 
contract. They will then wait until the phone is delivered to your house 
and then call on you purporting to be from the service provider and tell 
you it has all been a big mistake. You then give them the phone and they 
disappear. They may also wait near by and intercept the courier and tell 
them they are from your address and sign for it in your name.

distraction burglar imprisoned
A man from Essex was sentenced to 42 months in jail on 19 August, 
2011 following three distraction burglaries in North Herts last year. 
Martin McCarthy, aged 26 of Braintree, was charged with Conspiracy 
to Steal in April 2011. He appeared at Cambridge Crown Court, where 
he entered a guilty plea for all offences. He was sentenced to 42 months 
imprisonment for three offences in North Herts as well as an offence 
which occurred in London in April 2010. 

water supply problem story
All three offences in Hertfordshire occurred on September 1st, 2010. 
McCarthy conned his victims telling them they had problems with 
their water supply. The first offence occurred in the London Road area 
of Baldock at 12.20pm. The 89 year old victim was told that her water 
supply needed to be turned off. Nothing was stolen.  The second occurred 
in the Baldock Road area of Letchworth a short while later. McCarthy 
claimed he was from the water board and told the 83 year old victim that 
he needed to check the pressure in the kitchen. Nothing was stolen. The 
third occurred in the Stevenage Road area of Hitchin between 12.45pm 
and 1pm. The 91 year old victim was told her water pressure needed 
checking and £40 was subsequently stolen.

strange phone calls
I have had a complaint about a company called Westcott Credit Services. 
This appears to be a debt recovery company. They called an address by 
phone and asked the occupier to verify all his details. He refused and 
they hung up. This response seems like a good move.

Ashwell Christmas 
Card Shop 

Ashwell has had a Charity 
Christmas Card shop open for the 
festive period for the last 17 years 
and has raised in excess of £50,000.  
All proceeds from the shop are 
passed directly to the charities….
this is in contrast to supermarket 
purchases where in the region of 5-
10%  of the price is passed onto the 
charities.  Please feel free to come 
and browse in the shop where pay-
ment is by cash or cheques – cash 
preferred if possible.

This year we open on Saturday  
15th October and will then be 
open every Saturday from 10-1 
and Sunday afternoons from 2-
4.30 until Sunday 18th December. 
The shop is located opposite the 
Village Stores on the corner with 
Bear Lane.  

Newnham Harvest
St Vincent’s Church, Newn-

ham, will be holing their Harvest 
Festival at 4.30 pm on Sunday 
October 16th. The choir of St 
Mary’s Ashwell will sing. 

celebrate reopening
The service will also  be an 

opportunity to celebrate the reo-
pening of the church after all the 
works and may well be followed by 
a cup of tea and even a rock bun. 
All will be most welcome.


