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12th Ashwell Book Weekend
 in St.Mary’s Church on Saturday, 1st October (10am – 5pm) and 

Sunday, 2nd October 12noon – 5pm. Calling all book lovers to come 
and browse among the thousands of books on offer at bargain prices. 
Refreshments available. Entrance £1. Proceeds to St.Mary’s Church 
Restoration Appeal.

We will once again be holding a Tea Party at the Village Hall on 
Sunday 11th September between 3-5pm, in aid of the Lymphoma As-
sociation. Raffle or cake donations would be gratefully received. Please 
contact me, Julie Benham, on 01462 742646. If you are unable to attend 
why not visit www.greatbritishteabreak.org.uk ?  Many thanks.

Dig Out Your Flares 
It‛s Time To Boogie 70‛s Disco

With singer Uche Eke on Friday 7th October at Hinxworth Village 
Hall, 8pm until late. Bring your own drink. For tickets call Helene 
Donohoe on 07890 212194 or call in at 2 Francis Road, Hinxworth, or 
Val James 07974 013107. All proceeds going to breast cancer  unit at 
Addenbrookes Hospital.

Please help us to raise money 
for Macmillan Cancer Support on 
Friday September 30th from 10 
am until 11.30 am in Hinxworth 
Village Hall. We’ll be pouring 
coffee, brewing tea and serving 
delicious cakes. Please come along 
and bring your family and friends 

and help us to help cancer sufferers.
If you could help by serving coffee, making a cake or donating a 

raffle prize, we’d love to hear from you. Ring me on 01462 743453 or 
email me at michelejarman@tiscali.co.uk, or contact Annie Cullen  on 
01462 742102. Thanks.

Coffee morning to help cancer sufferers

The Real Tea Party

It’s coming! Yes it’s the 2011 Village Supper! Saturday November 
19th 7:30 for 8pm in Hinxworth Village Hall.

After last year’s successful reprise of the old style Village Suppers this 
year’s will also comprise a three course meal, wine and entertainment.

 a good meal and entertainment
It will be an opportunity to get together with friends from the village, 

enjoy a good meal, chat and have a good laugh.
To book your table, or to be a host/hostess, reserve tickets or even 

offer to entertain please contact Sylvia or Vicky Scales or Claire Hay.
If you are newish to the village and don’t know what to expect or want 

more information please phone or call round we’d love to see or hear from 
you. Call 01462 742505 or at 12 Francis Road, Hinxworth.

Village Supper Alert

Small Crimewave strikes
Hinxworth, not known for crimes and misdemeanours, suffered a 

mini crime-wave in recent days. On August 15th a house in Chapel 
Street was broken into. The burglars were spotted by neighbours who 
noted their vehicle registration number and phoned the police. The 
number plates were false and the vehicle was later 
found abandoned. The police acquired some useful 
forensic evidence. Days earlier a telescope was stolen 
from a summer house on Ashwell Road. Earlier still 
a chair was stolen from The Three Horseshoes.

mobile phone fraud
Meanwhile a fraud involving high value mobile 
phones was attempted by villains who arranged 
for a 16 gb Apple iphone 4 and a Samsung Galaxy 
mobile to be delivered to the Editorial office in 
Francis Road. The packages gave no hint of what 
they contained so they were accepted and signed Three Horseshoes chair
for. The Editor, thinking Christmas had come early, nonetheless phoned 
the sender, o2, who on checking the bank account details given by the 
villains found they did not accord with his. They said that their fraud 
investigators would be in touch and advised that should the villains 
demand the phones in a menacing manner on the doorstep they should 
be handed over and the police be informed. In the event, the criminals 
phoned the Editor twice, either claiming to be the courier company or 
the phones’ buyers and asking if they could come and collect the phones. 
The Editor refused saying that the phones were now the subject of a 
fraud investigation. In both cases dialling 1471 produced the message 
“the caller withheld their number.”

a widespread fraud
Simon Marlow also had a delivery of two mobile phones which he hadn’t 
ordered. He refused to accept or sign for them, thus foiling another 
possible fraud. The villains apparently order phones in the name of an 
otherwise innocent third party, establish with the courier or supplier 
when they will be delivered and lurk near the delivery address waiting 
to intercept the courier. They then claim to be the addressee and receive 
the phones from the courier. The addressee is then likely to be billed for 
the phones, while the villains go on to sell them abroad. 

check any mobile phone invoices
o2 asked Village Voice to advise readers to keep a close eye on any  bills 
or invoices from mobile phone companies and query any that they don’t 
recognize. There are some particularly nasty villains out there.



Artists learn to print

Please send all copy and pictures for October’s Village Voice to 
Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, 
by September 20th. Village Voice is published by Forbes Services 
Ltd and can be read at www.hinxworth.info Email address for 
all copy and pictures is fool1@patrickforbes.plus.com  

please don‛t miss copy deadline

Heritage Open Days at Caldecote
 Saturday September 10th and Sunday September 11th
Once again, the mediaeval Church of St. Mary Magdalene at Calde-

cote, near Baldock – will open its doors to welcome the public for the 
Heritage Open Days organised by the Civic Trust.  The church was a place 
of regular worship for 700 years before being  declared redundant in1971.    
It is a hidden historical gem in the Hertfordshire countryside.

catch up on Caldecote history
The event is co-ordinated by Caldecote Church Friends, ably supported 
by volunteer helpers.  Entrance is free.  In 2010 over 250 visitors browsed 
round the church, armed with the ‘Visitors’ Guide’ booklet produced by 
the Friends.  This year, they will also have the chance to purchase a re-
cently-published ‘History of Caldecote to 1600’ describing the mediaeval 
village,  written by Professor Christopher Dyer of Leicester University.     
After viewing the church, the visitors can sit outside and enjoy tea and 
scrumptious scones with cream and jam.  There will also be a ‘bring 
and buy’ sale.      A thoroughly relaxing and sociable afternoon out for 
visitors, which hopefully will produce a profit for the church restoration 
fund – repairs are still needed!
Peter Robbins

On the recommendation of  John Mills, members of  the Hinxworth 
Art Society visited the Curwen Print and Study Centre at Linton. The 
Centre has an international reputation for fine art printing. This proved 
a most interesting venue where various print techniques were explained 
and demonstrated including linocuts, dry point, relief printing and 
lithography. The seven members also had an opportunity to produce 
their own artworks following the demonstrations. All agreed it was a 
most informative and enjoyable visit.
Jean Wilkinson

Congratulations to the six Hinxworth Archers who represented the 
Club at the prestigious London Archers Invitation Albion Tournament held 
recently at Kensington Palace Gardens in Bayswater, London.

 premier club team event
Teams from famous clubs such as Aquarius, Greenwood-Osterley, 
Spelthorne, Pinner, and London Archers were also competing for the 
coveted “Goodwin Team Trophy Shield” which has been keenly contested 
since the 1960’s and considered the premier club team event in London 
and the  home counties.

 stunned teams and won trophy
Hinxworth’s four member team of Alan Townsend, Ben Rayner, Mark 
Fewsdale and Tony Dawson with Bob Scales and David Osmond in close 
support stunned the other teams with a massive four man total score of 
over 3100 to take the honours and win the day. Ben achieved the highest 
score of the day and won the gent’s cup.

 no more ‘who or where is Hinxworth?‛
The oft heard questions of  “Who are Hinxworth”? or “Where is 
Hinxworth”? were replaced by cheering and clapping by the assembled 
archers as our team, the smallest, went up to receive their medals and 
the Trophy from L.A. president Ian Miller.

 Well done Boys !!
 David Osmond, Club Secretary

Hinxworth‛s London Winners

Left to Right Ben Rayner, Alan Townsend, Tony Dawson, Ian Miller  
(President L.A.A.C) and Mark Fewsdale.

 The lyre which you see here is a 
replica of the lyre which was looted 
from the Baghdad museum, and 
found in bits in the car park.  Andy 
Lowings has managed to create a 
faithful reproduction, using the 
original material, and the result is 
stunning.  The lyre is surprisingly 
tall, and the bulls head is covered 
with 24 carat gold.

 a sad story
In 1929 three lyres and one harp 
were discovered, with bodies  
dressed in their best attire who 
appeared to have committed sui-

Ancient Lyre comes to Ashwell

cide  It is such a sad story and you can find out more by going on line 
to www.lyre-of-ur.com

maybe a paraguyan harp too
Andy Lowings is coming to Ashwell on Saturday 22nd October. He will 
talk about the ancient lyre and demonstrate this amazing instrument.   He 
will be at the URC church at 7.30 pm.  Tickets will be £10, under 16 free.  
A glass of wine will be included in the price of the ticket, with soft drinks 
too.  I hope Andy will also bring his Paraguayan harp, which is a fascinating 
instrument with a very different technique to our kind of harps.  It makes 
a lovely noise!   Tickets will be available at Ashwell Post Office.  
Catherine Dunlop 

 www.lyre-of-ur.com 


September 1st Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall 8 pm.
September 3rd Ascot Race Day and Festival of Food.
September 3rd Clairefest Music Festival at Ashwell.
September 8th Hinxworth and Edworth WI meeting Village Hall 7.45 pm.
September 10/11th Heritage Open Days St Mary Magdalene, Caldecote.
September 11th Newnham Church Lunch 1 pm. 
September 11th Tea Party Hinxworth Village Hall 3-5 pm See page 1
September 13th Tuesday Carpet Bowls begins. See page 4
September 15th Thursday Carpet Bowls begins. See page 4
September 16th Police Surgery 10.30 am - noon, URC Hall, Ashwell
September 30th Coffee morning Hinxworth Village Hall 10 - 11.30
September 30th Late Summer Quiz at The Three Horseshoes. See page 4
October 1st & 2nd Ashwell Book Festival, St Mary’s Church, see page 1
October 2nd St Nicholas Harvest Festival  10.15 am, see page 4
October 22nd Lyre talk and demonstration 7.30 pm, URC Ashwell
November 19th Village Supper, Hinxworth Village Hall - see page 1.

Dates for your diary

Artists learn to print

If you like biographies this new one by 
the actor Michael Caine is well worth read-
ing.  His career, which spans nearly 50 years, 
has taken him to many locations throughout 
the world.  He gives insights and anecdotes 
about his films and writes about the various 
actors and actresses he has worked with in-
cluding Elizabeth Taylor, Peter O’Toole and 
Sean Connery .  It is  fairly light-hearted and 
shows him to be a man with a great sense 

Catherine escapes axe 

‘The Elephant to Hollywood‛ 

of  humour and one who has never forgotten his roots i.e The Elephant 
and Castle, South London, hence the title.  Now in his 70s he loves 
gardening and growing food to eat and is a granddad who dotes on his 
grandchildren. But he still loves to act and if the right film or TV role 
was offered to him he would jump at the chance to be in it.
Betty Thorn

Mobile Library time changes

Changes have been made to the schedule for the Mobile Library. 
From October 4th the Library will call fortnightly on Tuesdays and will 
be at The Green, Newnham from 10 am until 10.30 am, at The Three 
Horseshoes, Hinxworth, or nearby, from 10.45 am until 11.15 am, and 
at Ashwell Sunnymead Park from 11.30 am until 12 pm, and finally at 
The Bushel and Strike from 1 pm until 4.30 pm,  If you have any queries 
about the Mobile Library service, contact 0300 123 4049  or go on line 
to www.hertsdirect.org/libraries.

To allow for annual maintenance there will be a gap between the 
Library’s next visit on September 6th and the new schedule commenc-
ing on October 4th. Remember, the more we use the Mobile Library, 
the less likely we are to lose the service, as other areas have done! And 
to encourage you to indulge in some late holiday reading, here’s a book 
review from an avid library user.

37 Hinxworth villagers were fortunate enough to be at His Majesty’s 
palace of Hampton Court on July 27th when on information received 
by his Chancellor, King Henry the Eighth caused his wife, Catherine 
Parr to be arrested on a charge of possessing subversive and heretical 
Calvinist tracts. 

 editor implicated
Your Editor found himself to be a member of the King’s Council which 
considered the evidence strong enough to warrant the arrest. In a dra-
matic turn of events, it was the Queen 
who was pardoned by His Majesty and 
the Chancellor who was banished from 
the court. Your Editor was fortunate 
enough to escape imprisonment in the 
Tower of London. It was a day of high 
drama. For some villagers it was all too 
much and they sought refuge in an 
eating house within the Palace. Others 
toured the royal apartments, kitchens, 
cellars and grounds.

the great vine of 1768
Some villagers discovered the wonders of 
time travel and explored the gardens and 
discovered the greenhouse which houses 
the world’s oldest living vine. It is said 
to have been planted by the celebrated 
gardener Capability Brown in 1768. Each 
year the  Great Vine’s crop of sweet black 
grapes takes three weeks to harvest. These 
can be bought in the Palace’s emporium 
in September. 

dragon guards garden
His Majesty was guarded not only by a 
splendid and slightly scary pikeman, but 
also by this magnificent heraldic dragon, 
underlining the King’s Welsh ancestry. 

thanks to Mistress 
In an unguarded moment your Edi-
tor’s good lady found herself sitting 
next to a slightly sinister gentleman of 
a wooden disposition. All who visited 
Hampton Court were unanimous in 
their thanks to Mistress Scales who 
had  arranged the magical visit.



Church Services - SeptemberOn the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 0845 33 00 222 if you have 
suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immedi-
ate response if you have just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

with PC 431 Paul Marina September 4th 10.15 am  Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
September 11th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth          

     September 18th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
September 25th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
                         9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent, Newnham

Soup Lunch
September’s Soup Lunch will be on 
Friday 9th in Hinxworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

Party in the Park 
2012

Despite the lack of interest in 
events for 2012 I have still decided 
to go ahead with a Party in the Park 
next year.

It may well be the last one so 
let’s make it the best ever. Provi-
sionally the date is to be Saturday 
June 30th possibly with a hog 
roast. Keep the date free and put it 
in your diaries and let your friends 
know too. All monies raised to 
go to the Village Hall for a little 
project I have in mind! 

To register your interest, offers 
of help and entertainers please 
get in touch with me on 01462 
742505. Thanks.
Sylvia Scales

Hertfordshire Constabulary has 
released photos on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/hertspolice) 
and a video on YouTube (www.
youtube.com/hertspolice) of  
thousands of  items of  property, 
mainly jewellery, believed to have 
been stolen in burglaries across 
the country. It is part of  a national 
campaign called Operation Pop 
which aims to reunite owners with 
their stolen property. To find out 
more, please see the Herts Police 
website here: http://www.herts.
police.uk/contact_us/operation_
pop.aspx 

Police open day
Hertfordshire Constabulary is 

holding an Open Day at Police 
HQ in Welwyn Garden City on 
Saturday, September 10th 2011, 
from 11am until 3pm to com-
memorate 175 years of policing 
in the county. 

The day promises to be filled 
with fun for all of the family and 
admission is absolutely FREE! 

Highlights include: seeing 
behind-the-scenes at police HQ, 
firearms demonstrations, dogs 
demonstrations, bouncy castle, 
gladiator jousting, music, refresh-
ments and tug of war. You can also 
bring your bicycle along for free 

A new non-emergency number 101 has 
been launched at Herts Police aimed at mak-
ing calls to the service cheaper, easier and 
more efficient. 101 will gradually replace 
the current non-emergency number, 0845 
33 00 222. However, the changeover will 
not happen immediately and ‘0845’ number 
is expected to be in place for approximately a 

Dial 101

year, running in tandem with 101 to ensure a smooth transition. 

December start 
This is part of a countrywide Association of Chief Police Officers and 
Home Office-led initiative where all forces are due to adopt the number 
by December, in phases. Herts Police is in the first phase of forces to 
adopt this number.

101 will cost 15p for the duration of the call, whether made from a 
landline or mobile phone. However, for those whose current service plans 
give them free calls to 0845 numbers, it will still be possible to contact 
the Constabulary non-emergency service on landline number 01707 
354000, which is also a free number on some phone packages.

If you are deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired, the textphone 
service 18001 101 is still available.

 a message from trading standards
Beware of people who come to your home to try and sell you things, 

especially if they make the first contact.  No-one has been given permis-
sion to call in Hertfordshire’s ‘No Cold Calling Zones’ we would suggest 
that you avoid contact with any company making such claims.  

If you do arrange for someone to call and decide you are not inter-
ested in their product or service they must leave if and when they are 
specifically asked to do so. Failure to comply could be a criminal offence 
and should be reported to Trading Standards via the Consumer Direct 
number below.

seven days to change your mind
If you do agree to purchase an item value over £35 from someone during 
a visit to your home you have the right to cancel the contract for seven 
days, and must receive a written notice to this effect.  Failure to provide 
the notice or to agree the cancellation should be notified to Trading 
Standards via Consumer Direct on 08454 040506 immediately.

News from Brazil
Hinxworth teenager Tom Har-

tree will be speaking about his ex-
periences helping to put the roof on 
an orphanage in Brazil at Septem-
ber’s Family Service on Sunday 4th 
at 10.15 am at St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth. All welcome.

Hinxworth Harvest
Local farmers, businesses and 

allotmenteers are being invited to 
help decorate St Nicholas Church 
for this year’s Harvest Festival on 
Sunday October 2nd at 10.15 am. 
The service will be followed later 
by a Bring and Share lunch in the 
Church. It will be a joyful chance 
for villagers to see the work we 
have had carried out in our fine 
14th century building.We expect 
to decorate the Church on Satur-
day October 1st.

Carpet Bowls begins

Late Summer Quiz at The Three 
Horseshoes, Hinxworth on Friday 
September 30th, 7.30 pm for 8 
pm start. £1 per competitor or £6  
for food and quiz entry. Book the 
date now and start studying early 
Mesopotamian runes if you want 
to be in with a chance!

Shoes Quiz Night
Hinxworth Indoor Bowls Club 

will be resuming play after the 
Summer Holidays break on the 
following dates:-

    Thursday Afternoon Play-
ers 2-00 pm until 4-00 pm on 15 
th Sept 2011.  Tuesday Evening 
Players 7-30 pm until 9-30 pm 
on 13th Sept 2011.

       Everybody will be made 
most welcome young, old, male 
and female alike  can soon become 
expert at this traditional game. 
We would also like to see  bowlers 
from surrounding Villages joining 
us at our Village Hall.
John Tookey

Missed chance
There could have been an ad-

vertisement for the Electric Nuns’ 
Collective in this spot but they 
missed the copy deadline. Please 
don’t make the same mistake!

Recover your goods

Thank you for your help over ten years
Village Voice is now ten years old. I am more grateful than I can say 

for all the help I have had, with design, printing, distribution of the first 
120 editions. The trick with creative roles is to quit before everyone else 
notices you have become stale or bored. If you could help in any way 
with writing, photography, or would like to learn how to put Village 
Voice together, and reduce the load on your ageing Editor, I would be 
even more grateful. And if you have great ideas about how Village Voice 
could develop in the next ten years, I’d love to hear them.
Patrick Forbes

September’s surgery will be held in the United Reformed Church Hall, 
Ashwell High Street 10.30 am until 12 pm on Friday September 16th.

http://www.facebook.com/hertspolice
http://www.youtube.com/hertspolice
http://www.youtube.com/hertspolice
http://www.herts.police.uk/contact_us/operation_pop.aspx
http://www.herts.police.uk/contact_us/operation_pop.aspx
http://www.herts.police.uk/contact_us/operation_pop.aspx

