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Party in the Park
Last one probably! Saturday June 30th 5pm till late. Hog Roast and 

music, glow sticks and dancing; bring the family and friends and let’s 
make this the best one ever. Why not bring a tent stay over and we’ll 
barbecue breakfast next day? Please register your interest with me, Sylvia 
Scales, on 01462 742505.  All welcome!

Make haste to have a Ball
The Masquerade Ball in Edworth Barn on Saturday July 14th, 7.30 

pm until late, will be the social event of the year, if not the century. If 
you haven’t booked your tickets yet, make haste. Contact Victoria Scales 
on 01462 742505.  

Village Outing Wed July 25th 2012
Gooderstone Water Gardens Norfolk and Houghton Hall, home of 

Britain’s first Prime Minister Walpole, also North Norfolk, leave at 9am. Cost 
approximately £26 per head. All welcome. Names, info and deposit of £10 
per place please to Sylvia Scales, 12 Francis Road, Hinxworth 01462 742505.

The return of the Ashwell Fleas 
The famous Flea Market returns to St. Mary’s Church, Ashwell on 

Saturday, 21st April from 9.30 – 1.00pm.
All sorts of weird and wonderful items for sale. Tea and coffee avail-

able. Proceeds to the Church restoration Appeal.  Any donations welcome 
in Church on Thursday 19th and Friday 20th April.

May Barn Dance for Breast Cancer
Dig out out your dancing boots for Saturday May 26th. My family 

and I are organising another Barn Dance at Hinxworth Village Hall.  
Our usual caller Joan and the Ivel Valley Band will be joining us and 
there will be a wild west theme to the evening; so dressing up a must!  
Tickets usually sell fast so if you want to register an interest please let 
me, Helene Donohoe, know. 07890 212194 or 01462 743213 or call 
in at 2 Francis Road, Hinxworth.  Thanks.

Harvest help needed
David Smyth needs harvest help mid July to mid September.  

Driving licence essential.  01767 315341.

1. Do you like living in Edworth / Hinxworth?
2. Is community life important to your enjoyment of living here?
3. Do you ever come to village events?
4. Do you ever come to the Village Hall?
5. Do you think the Village Hall is a valuable amenity?
6. Could you spare about 10 hours a year?
7. Would you like to enjoy living here even more?
8. Would you like to contribute to ensuring our communities stay lively 

and vibrant places to live. [remember your house price could be affected!
9. Are you aged between 14 and 100?
If your answer is yes to most of the above then you are a perfect can-

didate for your Village Hall Committee either  as a Member or Volunteer 
helper. To those residents in Edworth, please remember this is a joint 
amenity and a loan that went towards the cost of the refurbishment is 
currently being repaid out of Hinxworth Residents’ Council Tax. We 
cannot run the hall without help; we cannot run events without help and 
support. If we don’t get new members then our Village Hall will struggle 
to survive in its current lovely state. At present there are four members and 
it really doesn’t take a lot of time if you are prepared to come on board. 
We are a friendly bunch and would welcome any input be it just helping 
out at events. It would be greatly appreciated if those interested would be 
willing to put their name on a list of trusted volunteers to call on. Please 
come along to the AGM on 5th April or phone me on 01462 742505.
Sylvia Scales

Meet Onky
At 10 am on Palm Sunday April 

1st Onky the donkey will be leading 
our procession from Hinxworth Vil-
lage Hall to St Nicholas Church for 
a short family service at 10.15. On 

Village Voice wishes all our 
readers a very happy Easter.

The Village Hall Needs You!
Village Voice cheeky questionnaire

picture: Sylvia Scales Good Friday there will be a light lunch at 12 pm in St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth,  followed at 1 pm by words and music for Good Friday.

On Easter Day there will be Communion services at 9.15 am at St 
Nicholas, Hinxworth, and at 9.30 am at St Vincent, Newnham. The 
annual St George’s Day service will be a Communion service at 10 am 
on Sunday April 22nd at St George’s Church, Edworth. All welcome. 

Could this edition be Fool-free?



April 5th Hinxworth VHMC AGM and Parish Council AGM Village Hall
April 6th Good Friday light lunch and service St Nicholas Church
April 8th Easter Day 
April 14th/15th Hinxworth Art Society Exhibition Hinxworth Village Hall
April 21st Ashwell Church Flea Market, St Mary’s 9.30 am - 1 pm
May 19th to 27th  Ashwell Music Festival, see this page
May 26th Barn Dance, Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 1
June 30th Party in the Park Hinxworth Recreation Ground, see page 1
July 14th 2012 Masquerade Ball in Edworth Barn, see page 1 
July 15th Newnham Church Lunch, Newnham Hall Cottage 1 pm
July 25th Village outing to Norfolk, see page 1
September 22nd Logan Diggle concert in St Nicholas Church
November 17th Memphis Jazz Band concert in St Nicholas Church

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth and Edworth WI Time to rejuvenate your garden?

Well, that’s what we did!
Although we’ve maintained our garden over the years and put in new 

plants from time to time, we realised that what was really needed was the 
expert eye of an experienced gardener to create more interest.   So that was 
why we invited Sara Mabey and Alison Shilton to give us their recom-
mendations.  Sara and Alison are the landscaping duo that also supplies 
Huffers with their array of planted containers and perennials for sale.

Sara and Alison surveyed our garden, created a draft layout for our 
review and after our go-ahead, planted everything in place taking account 
of the best plants, the best places and the best seasons for them to appear.  
Also, of course, what would look especially beautiful in our garden.

We’ve been so pleased with their efforts that we’d like to recommend 
them to other Hinxworthians:  Phone Sara on 01763 852 669 or email 
on saramabey@tiscali.co.uk

If this has aroused your interest, you are especially welcome to come 
and view Sara and Alison’s splendid efforts in our garden at 6 New Inn 
Rd.  Just give us a call on 01462 742 820 and we’d be delighted to show 
you around.
Gerald Clare

On March 8th Margaret Bowen spoke to the WI on the  old fash-
ioned art of pressed flowers, she told us when to gather them, when they 
are dry and in their best condition. She then went on to show us how 
to press them, and how long they need to be pressed for. After this she 
gave each member a pouch containing a bookmark shaped card, lami-
nating medium, dried flowers and grasses and glue and we then made 
up our own bookmarks to our own design. She had brought along two 
laminators so we all went home with our handiwork, and even the odd 
WI member who said she had no artistic bent whatsoever made a very 
creditable attempt.

Next  meeting.   April 12th 2012, 7.45pm, Village Hall, Hinxworth. 
Michelle King will speak on Cup Cake  Decorating. All members and 
non members welcome.

The annual Music Festival offers a diverse and exciting range of re-
nowned performers again this year. The Rockabellas, a glamorous close 
harmony trio will start the Festival on Saturday 19th May in St. Mary’s 
Church. Singing a nostalgic mix of toe-tapping tunes from the wartime right 
through to the modern day, the trio mix song, choreography and fashion. 

Beethoven and Betjeman
This is followed by Betjeman and Beethoven on Sunday 20th May – an 
evening of poetry and music, put together by Catherine Wilmers, re-
nowned cellist with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. The Montagnana 
Ensemble will perform The Beethoven Septet, followed by Crispin Bon-
ham-Carter reading John Betjeman’s poems to musical accompaniment.

This concert and two others will be followed by Sung Compline, 
performed by the Gentlemen of St. Mary’s Church Choir.

Young people from Ashwell, Baldock and the surrounding area will per-
form in the traditional Young Musicians’ Concert on Tuesday 22nd May.  

A mix of classical and lighter music will be performed by the Break-
spear Trio and Friends on Thursday 24th May.  The trio of high calibre 
musicians consists of piano, soprano and French horn and will be joined 
by other musical associates during the evening.

At the United Reformed Church on Friday 25th May a “Magical 
Evening” of 19th and 20th Century British fairy songs will be performed 
by international musicians Danielle Perrett, harp, and  soprano Charlotte 
de Rothschild.  Music of Sir Charles Villiers Stanford, Roger Quilter and 
Michael Head will be included at this tranquil venue.

stones tribute band
Topping the bill on Saturday 26th May will be The Stones Tribute Band    
– a serious tribute to one of the biggest rock bands of all time. Book your 
tickets early for this not to be missed concert.

The Festival will conclude with Festal Evensong on Sunday 27th May, 
conducted by guest preacher The Revd. Canon Richard Watson, Sub 
Dean of St. Albans Cathedral.

More information on the Festival and downloadable booking forms 
can be found now on a re-launched website  – www.ashwellmusicfestival.
org.uk  The Box Office will be open from late March.   

Ashwell Music Festival

Mustard Seed visits Synagogue
19 villagers and two 

people from Royston 
visited West London 
Synagogue on Sunday 
March 11th. The visit 
was arranged by Heath-
er and Michael Baim 
on behalf of Mustard 
Seed, the house group 
which has been meeting 
in Hinxworth for over ten years to explore matters of faith. We were 
entertained to a delicious Jewish brunch at the Baims’ house in Edworth 
before setting out for London. 

Jack, a member of the congregation, gave us an extensive tour of the 
magnificent synagogue built in 1870. He showed us the sacred scrolls  
which are read in services, explained Jewish customs and worship and 
spoke movingly of his journey from an Orthodox congregation to the Re-
form synagogue we were visiting. After a question and answer session we 
were refreshed with tea before leaving for home. It was a memorable day 
and we learned much about the faith many of whose treasures we share.

New mosque?
Is it a mosque, or a hostel 

for Estonian plumbers? Or 
could this be some blue sky 
thinking by a mad Editor 
with an overactive imagina-
tion? Time will tell just what 
is happening at Thorns Farm 
in New Inn Road, Hinxworth. 



Please send all copy and pictures for May’s Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 
Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email fool1@patrickforbes.plus.
com, by April  20th. Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd and can 
be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 don’t miss copy deadline

Hinxworth Parish Council
Meeting held on Thursday 1st March 2012 in the Village Hall at 7 

pm.  Present: Mr L. Whitfield, Chairman, Mr A. Cullen, Mr D.Osmond, 
Mr  E. Sore, Mr P. Watler, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk. The main issues 
discussed are as follows: 

The Diamond Jubilee and the Olympics: An application has been 
made to Herts County Councillor Tony Hunter’s locality budget for 
£500.00 for the celebrations in Hinxworth. A reply is still awaited. The 
Parish Council has received a number of responses for ideas and help for 
both events from Villagers. At present there are to be further discussions re-
garding the impact on other planned events in the Village around that time. 

Correspondence: N.H.D.C. Local Development Framework Core 
Strategy Housing Growth Targets 2011-2031 Questionnaire: The Parish 
Councillors agreed to Option F of the Strategy “Delivering affordable 
housing: 7000 dwellings” With the proviso “they require more detailed 
information on option F and the impact on greenfield sites”. 

Finance: Environmental Improvement Fund: The sum of £1000.00 
has been awarded to Hinxworth Parish Council from N.H.D.C.

Planning: The Ground at the rear of the War Memorial: The new owner 
of Mole End, The Close, has requested he be able to have a licence along 
the lines of that of the previous owner to use the land at the rear of the War 
Memorial as garden. The Parish Councillors agreed unanimously to such a 
licence being issued to the new owner of Mole End. This will include a clause 
of a one metre area to enable access to the War Memorial  for maintenance.  

Highways: Hinxworth High Street: The Parish Council has been 
provided with the plan from Hertfordshire Highways for the resurfac-
ing of the High Street. The work is anticipated to be completed in the 
summer. The Councillors require a more detailed plan and specification 
for the work planned plus the plans for the repairing of potholed areas 
in the Village not covered by the resurfacing. 

Village Hall: Hard Standing by the Plastic Refuse Container: The 
Parish Council has had a response from N.H.D.C. that they require 
planning permission to install a hard standing on this land. Paul Watler 
is in the process of providing a specification for the project. To be fol-
lowed up at the next Parish Council meeting.

Additional Helpers: Wendy Kitchener, on behalf of The Village Hall 
Management Committee has requested there be the opportunity for addi-
tional Village residents to help out with various activities. The Parish Coun-
cillors agreed to ask Villagers to put their names forward. This commitment 
by the Villagers will only be on an ad hoc basis and whilst there are always 
Villagers willing to help,  the Village Hall Management Committee would feel 
more comfortable to have a signed-up band of helpers they could call upon.     

Recreation Ground: Play Area Inspection: David Granger the current 
Contractor to the Parish Council has provided a quote for the work required. 
This is acceptable to the parish Council with the exception of one query. The 
Parish Councillors agreed unanimously to David Granger continuing with 
the annual contract for grass cutting. Hertfordshire Archery Association: 
David Osmond notified the Councillors of the proposed H.A.A. Tourna-
ment to take place on the recreation ground on September 2nd. The Tennis 
Court: There has been no response from the Villagers regarding the use of 
the Tennis Court. The Councillors therefore suggest Ashwell Tennis Club be 
approached to see if they would like to use the Court. Allotments: The four 
re-issued licences have been signed by the allotmenteers and returned to the 
Parish Council for their agreement. The Councillors agreed unanimously 
for the Chairman and the Clerk to sign the licences.

Any Other Business: Superfast Broadband:  Jennifer Williams, 
Project Manager H.C.C. has updated the Parish Council on the latest 
information and there seems to be some progress. The information pro-
vided by Jennifer will be published in an article in the Village Voice.The 
BT Telephone Box: Paul Watler notified the meeting the BT telephone 
is out of order. Hinxworth Archers: David Osmond notified the meeting 
50% of County Team are from the Hinxworth Archery Club.

The Annual Parish Meeting: Thursday April 5th 2012 in the Village 
Hall at 8.00pm. Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday May 3rd 2012 at 
7.00 pm in the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council

The “magnificent seven” archers from Hinxworth were included in 
the Hertfordshire county archery team for the annual fixture against 
Middlesex in St Albans on the 11th March. A “test” event this year was 
to include a junior team of four youngsters. Hinxworth’s Anna Dawson 
and James Wayman were chosen with Isobel Wayman as the first reserve. 
The county junior team won their match as did the senior compound 
archers Neil Bridgewater and David Wayman representing Hinxworth. 
Our longbow archers Derek Bridgewater and David Chudley and recurve 
archer Mark Fewsdale were less fortunate but came in close seconds in 
their categories in a close fought competition.

Our teenagers, all pupils at Knights Templar, are now firm favourites 
for the Hertfordshire junior team. Well done to all!
David Osmond

Left to right. front row: James and Anna. Back row: Neil & Derek Bridgewater, 
David Chudley, David Wayman and Mark Fewsdale.

Our Magnificent Seven

Nellie Clark 1912 - 2012
Shortly before we went to press, we heared that Nellie Clark had 

died on March 25th. We are grateful to Mary Everitt for this brief ac-
count of her life. Her funeral will be at St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth 
on Thursday 5th April at 10.30am. All welcome. 

Nellie was born in Hanworth Middlesex in 1912 her mother, née 
Stanton, was born at Tithe Farm and so mum visited Hinxworth all her 
childhood . Here she met my Father Frank and was married at Hinxworth 
in 1938. While living in Hanworth she became a well qualified shorthand 
typist and enjoyed an active social life. She ran a cub pack and her first 
love was dancing.

WI founder, churchgoer
 She was a founder memer of the WI and became president and treasurer 
throughout the years also she was secretary of the parochial church council 
for many years her faith being very important to her. When there was 
a shop she worked in the post office and she was also a member of the 
famous cricket teas team. She lived in Hinxworth from 1938 to 1989, 
when she and Dad moved to Wolverley House, Ashwell. She  spent her 
last two years in a nursing home in Stevenage but always liked to hear 
news from Hinxworth. May she rest in peace and rise in glory.

A shed-load of possibilities
There was no room for half 

measures when Robin Bentley 
needed to move his shed from 
Edworth to his allotment at 
Hinxworth, so he hit on an 
innovative means of transport, 
borrowed from David Smyth. 
(picture by Stephen Thorn)



Church Services
April 1st  10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth. Proces-

sion with donkey from Village Hall, Francis Road  at 10. am
April 6th 12 pm Light lunch, St Nicholas, Hinxworth, followed at
1 pm by Words and music for Good Friday
April 8th 9.15 am Easter Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
               9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent, Newnham
April 15th 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth  
April 22nd 9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent, Newnham
         10 am Parish Eucharist St George, Edworth
April 29th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth

On the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 101 if you have suffered a 
crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immediate response 
if you have just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Soup Lunch
April’s Soup Lunch will be on 
Friday 20th  in Hinxworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

April’s  surgery will be held in the Parish Room, Ashwell  10.30 am until 
12 pm on Saturday April 28th.

The 2012 Annual Parish Meeting or AGM will be held  in the Village 
Hall at 8.00pm on April 5th, following the Village Hall Management 
Committee AGM at 7.30 pm. Andrew Young, District Councillor and 
Herts County Councillor Tony Hunter have been invited. 

Please try to come along as both of these organisations do their best 
to work hard for you all and it would be great to have a good turnout.

Many thanks
Les Whitfield, Chairman Hinxworth Parish Council

Don’t miss these meetings

Officers from the specialist metal theft task-
force are urging people to be increasingly vigilant 
following a rise in the theft of catalytic converters 
across the county. The thefts are occurring at all 

 

Beware of metal thieves

times of the day and night across the county with industrial estates being 
particularly targeted. Vans are being targeted predominantly; however all 
types of vehicles are being affected. Operation Devon, a new dedicated 
taskforce set up to reinforce Hertfordshire Constabulary’s response against 
metal theft, is investigating these thefts. The team’s focus is to target 
those who steal metal, particularly cross-border criminals who come into 
Hertfordshire, as well as working more closely with scrap metal dealers to 
improve processes for accepting scrap metal. The team also works closely 
with organizations like British Telecom, Virgin Media, EDF, Trading 
Standards, British Transport Police and other police forces.

bang to rights
  Two people have been sentenced for falsely nominating drivers abroad 
in connection with speeding offences in Hertfordshire. On September 
5, 2011, 22 year old Vaneesha Halai from Reynolds Drive in Edgware 
was driving along Theobald Street in Radlett when she activated a speed 
camera. After receiving a notice of intended prosecution, she nominated 
a family member from India as the person driving her car that day. 
Enquiries by the Hertfordshire Safety Camera Partnership with the UK 
Border agency found that the aunt had returned to India prior to the 
offence and therefore could not have been driving.

Vaneesha appeared before St Albans Magistrates Court on January 
27, 2012 and pleaded guilty to perjury and driving at excess speed. She 
was sentenced to 12 weeks in custody suspended for 12 months, ordered 
to complete 100 hours of unpaid work and her license was endorsed for 
the speeding offence.

On April 28, 2010 and August 7, 2011 55 year old Tahsin Berki 
from High Street, Hoddesdon activated a speed camera on the M25. 
When he received a notice of intended prosecution he claimed a man 
from Northern Cyprus was driving. Checks showed the man nominated 
had not been to the UK in 2010 or 2011.Subsequently, on January 27, 
2012 he pleaded guilty at St Albans Magistrates Court to two offences 
of perjury and one of driving at excess speed. He was sentenced to 26 
weeks in prison suspended for 24 months. He was ordered to complete 
200 hours of unpaid work over 12 months and his license was endorsed.

For Sale
Doll’s pram in blue with yel-

low check. Matching car seat and 
travel cot. Pram has a rain cover. 
Adjustable handle. £10 ono. Call 
Sharon on 01462 743092

Alpha invitation
If you would like to explore 

what Christianity is all about, then 
you’re invited to an Alpha Supper 
on Monday April 16th 7.30 pm 
at The Old Bull Inn in Royston. 
The free Alpha course runs for 
ten weeks. More information 
from 01763 230350 or alpha@
ct-royston.org.uk   

Allotment news
Betty Thorn has taken over 

as Chairman of the Hinxworth 
Allotments Group following the 
resignation of Jo Johnson for fam-
ily reasons.

There are still four allotments 
available for rent. Contact Betty 
Thorn on 01462 742858

Thank you
‘A big thank you to all the good 

folk who have been so kind  to us 
following Jean’s operation and Ian’s 
temporary incapacity. What with 
hospital visits, offers of help in the 
house, countless calls, cards, flow-
ers, cakes, three course meals, tasty 
dishes and dog walkers, we realise 
just how lucky we are to be in such 
a caring community that we have 
here in Hinxworth. We have been 
quite overwhelmed. Thank you all 
so much.
Jean and Ian Wilkinson 

Superfast Broadband Update.
Jennifer Williams, Project Manager, Hertfordshire County Council 

has provided the following information regarding a request for an update 
and the position for the securing of funding.

“Last week I began work on the technical specification for the demand 
registration website and I am currently discussing our requirements with 
my technical colleagues who will build the website for me.  I hope that the 
demand registration tool will be in place by the end of April which will 
then enable us to begin demand stimulation work in the Hinxworth parish.

There is no change in terms of securing government funding - we 
were allocated the £1.11m by BDUK  and have secured the HCC match 
funding but BDUK are still in the process of setting up the framework 
contract and identifying the potential suppliers that we may work with 
- this is expected to be in place around May 2012.  

BDUK have recently approved the joint Hertfordshire / Buckingham-
shire Local Broadband Plan (LBP) but there is no indication yet from 
BDUK where HCC will be placed in the ‘funding pipeline’ compared to 
all the other local authorities - we hope to be near the front of the queue 
given our relatively early submission and approval of our LBP.  As we do 
not know when we will receive the funding and when BDUK will allow 
us to access the framework contract we cannot estimate a roll-out date yet.

prepare for ‘demand stimulation’  
HCC is very much in the hands of BDUK in terms of when things will 
happen, all we can do at the moment is prepare for the demand stimula-
tion and demand registration work which is essential to us when engaging 
with the chosen suppliers. I will be in touch when I have more news.”
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk,  Hinworth Parish Council

Spring Clean
Many hands could make light 

work of cleaning St Nicholas 
Church to make it even more 
beautiful than it is! Please join us 
at 10 am on Saturday April 21st.

Your free very small ad could have 
fitted in here. Honest!


