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Views and opinions expressed in Village Voice are those of the authors 
and not necessarily those of the Editors who labour hard to exclude 
anything which might be considered  libellous or downright malicious. 
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 Don’t miss copy deadline
Please send all copy and pictures for September’s Village Voice to Annie Cul-
len, 1 Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH or  e-mail to villagevoice3@
gmail.com by August 20th. Village Voice, published by Forbes Services Ltd,  
can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

Congratulations to the organisers of the Newnham Church Lunch 
who arranged fine weather, no mean feat, a fabulous lunch and great 

Ball raises £1860

                      picture by Bob Scales - more pictures on pages 3 and 4
Have you ever gone to a function dressed in a ball gown/evening dress/ 

black tie and then spent the first half hour or so talking to others without 
knowing who they were?  Well, that is what happened to around 100 
of us on Saturday July 14 when we bowled up at the 17th Century Red 
Barn at Edworth Manor Farm to celebrate both the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee and the London 2012 Olympics.

After more than a year in the planning, Victoria Scales’ vision came to frui-
tion at the Masked Ball she  had put together so meticulously. It was fabulous!

masked or unmasked
Everyone, without exception, made the greatest of efforts to enter into 
the spirit of the evening. From bought masks to hand made ones, from 
Venetian hand-held masks to comic varieties, from scary to the relaxed, 
the variety was enormous and all had their place in creating the most 
amazing atmosphere. It was also noted that there were those who were 
slightly reticent about removing their masks and kept them on the whole 
time. Some of us drew our own conclusions about this!

The wine flowed, the canapés and food kept coming, the music was 
continuous, the fundraising not overdone. The evening was well planned 
and well paced. What fun.

so much planning
We all know and understand, don’t we, that such events don’t just hap-
pen. So much planning, so much work, so much attention to detail, so 
much reliance on others to help bring it all together. Problems to be 
overcome – good days and bad. 

Victoria – you should be congratulated on putting together an even-
ing that won’t be forgotten and which gave enjoyment to so many of 
us. Thank you!  

Oh,  by the way,  what are you planning as an encore?
Heather and Michael Baim 
Friends of Ashwell Village Museum

     Coach Trip to London ‘Open House Weekend’  Saturday 22nd 
September.  Leaving Ashwell Post Office 9am and London 4pm.

     This year we will be in the Trafalgar Square, Whitehall, area of 
London where one can visit sites such as The Foreign Office or Portcullis 
House.  Price £16.   For booking or further information please contact 
Karen Mills 01462 742155 or Hilary Masham 01462 742416

Our annual fund-raising con-
certs for Amnesty International 
are notable for the forecasts of 
rain evaporating into at least 
moderately good weather and 
usually into wonderful sunshine. 
This year was no exception. We 
can’t help feeling that the smiling 
skies indicate the Almighty’s views 
about the work for human rights 
everywhere in the world.

 confirmation of 
human goodness

Well over a hundred people came, 
and many more who couldn’t sent 
generous donations. So far this 
year we have raised over £1000, 
and the donations are still coming 
in. What a lovely confirmation of 
human goodness.
Simon and Frances Marlow

God smiles on
Amnesty concert 

Newnham lunch raises £1903

company. Special thanks to Pat 
and Phil who masterminded the 
raffle and raised around £400. 
Some 110 people were there, and 
the auction was a success, due in 
no small part to the good humour 
of those present and their readi-
ness to endure a slightly scary 
auctioneer for a good cause. Chris Ball  drawing raffle ticket

picture- Alec Stephenson

Concert Tickets
Tickets for the “Beethoven to 

Bilk” concert on September 22nd  
and the Memphis Jazz Band con-
cert on November 17th, both at 
7. 30 pm in St Nicholas Church, 
Hinxworth, are now available, £10  
each to include a delicious glass 
of wine, from Patrick Forbes on 
01462 742015.



August 3rd Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
August 11th Police Surgery Church Room Ashwell 10.30 am - 12 pm
August 20th copy date for Village Voice
September 10th Exercise class introduction Hinxworth Village Hall 7.30 pm
September 13th Hinxworth and Edworth WI Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45 pm
September 15th Police Surgery Church Room Ashwell 10.30 am - 12 pm
September 22nd Friends of Ashwell Museum trip to London see page 1
September 22nd Beethoven to Bilk concert in St Nicholas Church 7.30 pm
September 28th Macmillan Coffee morning - see next month’s edition
November 17th Memphis Jazz Band concert in St Nicholas Church 7.30 pm
November 24th Village Supper Hinxworth Village Hall
December 25th Christmas Day
December 31st New Year’s Eve
If you think that it’s a bit mad to remind you of the dates of 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day it’s not because we think 
you might have forgotten those dates, though the old editor 
might do. It’s because we need to know as soon as possible the 
dates for events you’d like everyone to know about.

Dates for your diary

It was a very wet evening in June when 29 intrepid would-be Vikings 
left Hinxworth for Danish Camp and Moat at Willington near Bedford. 
And so it was, armed with umbrellas, wellies and various forms of walk-
ing aids that we set out with guide and owner Ray to explore the moat, 
which is adjacent to the log cabin 
restaurant. Once through the gate we 
were greeted by an array of wildfowl 
in all shapes, sizes and colours. The 
vast moat, 20 plus feet deep was dug 
out by the Danes on the banks of the 
river Great Ouse, which at the time 
was several hundred metres wide at 
that point. Various shouts of ‘duck’, 
‘slippery surface’ and mind your head 
could be heard during what was an 
extremely informative, interesting, 
enjoyable, if not sometimes a little 
hazardous, tour. Back in the warmth 
of the cabin we dried out with a hot 
drink and a delicious cream tea. All agreed a return visit,  preferably in 
dry weather, is definitely on the agenda.

We are back with water again at our next meeting on September13th. 
Staying dry in Hinxworth village hall with a talk on the progress of the 
new Bedford/Milton Keynes Waterways Link. 7.45pm. All welcome.
Viv Hughes.

Victoria and Bob Scales - unlikely 
Vikings

Your dog is your responsibility!
How many dog walkers carry and use poo bags? By the state of the local 

public  and private footpaths – very few if any at all!    It doesn’t matter 
that we are in the countryside, it is still an offence not to pick up after 
your dog. There is nothing worse than going for a walk, with or without 
a dog, and having to keep stepping over or worse still keep stepping in 
dog faeces – you wouldn’t leave it on your own pathway.  Your dog is 
your responsibility therefore please take some poo bags with you and pick 
up after your dog.  If you see me walking my dogs I will always have a 
full poo bag or two with me. If I don’t then my dogs have not toileted.

please control your dog
Please use a lead - If your dog does not come back to you the first time 
you call it then it is not under control – if it is not under control please 
do not let it off the lead.  Don’t assume that if your dog is ok with other 
dogs that other dogs will be ok them, especially when they jump all over 
the dog on a lead. A dog’s natural response is to go on the defensive.  It is 
unfair on other dog walkers walking straight into a pack of off lead dogs 
with no owner/handler in sight. I understand dogs need free exercise – 
use a flexi lead or ensure you are in an area where you can see all around 
you and your dogs cannot go out of sight. 

keep countryside beautiful
There are lots of dog walkers in our area – please be respectful of other 
dog walkers, horse riders and ramblers and not forgetting the dangers 
– cars and tractors. We live in a beautiful countryside let’s keep it that 
way. Poo bags and leads are wonderful inventions – please use them.
Nicky Richards, Edworth

I just wanted to say ‘Well done!’ to Peter Robbins for his reading out 
loud of Tolstoy’s War and Peace in Caldecote Church accompanied by 
very loud bangs and crashes from the machinery next door building a 
new barn! Fantastic, crazy idea - I loved it!

War and Peace and Uncle Arthur

On the subject of War and Peace, Uncle 
Arthur,  my mother’s brother, who I never knew, 
was an airman in a Bomber Command crew 
and died in France in 1943 just before his 21st 
birthday. I have been thinking about him a lot 
because of the recent ceremony in London to 
unveil a new memorial statue. It is dedicated to 
the young airmen who died and all those who 
lost their lives as a result of the bombing and 
also to the hope of peace and reconciliation.

bombs and music
There is a weird connection in that this week 
I have been practising, struggling with, a solo 
viola sonata by Paul Hindemith, Op 11 No. 
Five - a really amazing, powerful and beautiful 
piece. I noticed that it was published in Mainz, 
Germany in 1923, the year Uncle Arthur was 
born. 20 years later he was taking part in bomb-
ing raids over Germany.

My mother Betty, who lives in Ashwell, was 
14 years old when her brother, Arthur died and 
was very moved yesterday as a Lancaster Bomber 
flew directly over her house, full of poppies to 
spray over London.
Clare Finnimore

We understand that there has been a number of incidents out and 
about where dogs clearly out of control have behaved in a dangerous 
and threatening manner. All dogs are subject to Section 3 of The Dan-
gerous Dogs Act  1991. This is a criminal offence which can be brought 
against the owner of a dog (and if different the person in charge of a 
dog) if a dog is dangerously out of control in a public place. ‘Danger-
ously out of control’ is defined as being ‘on any occasion on which 
there are grounds for reasonable apprehension that it will injure any 
person’. Generally, if a dog bites someone then it will be presumed to 
have been dangerously out of control.

The Police have the discretionary power to seize a dog. If injury is 
caused to a person, then there is a presumption in favour of destruc-
tion of the dog unless the owner can prove that the dog would not 
constitute a danger to public safety. 

For the owner and/or person in charge of the dog at the time of 
the incident the Court has the power to impose a prison sentence as 
well as a ban on keeping dogs. However, this is very rare and the more 
likely outcome is financial ie. a fine, compensation and costs - Editor.

W.I. meets the Vikings



The Masquerade Ball
After the success of the Masquerade Ball held on July 14th at Edworth Barns, Village Voice this month has included an extra page to show some 

of the photos taken on this great evening.

Thanks to Bob Scales for these pictures and thanks to 
Richard Floyd for printing these pages in full colour.



45 villagers and friends 
boarded a coach for Norfolk 
on July 25th. It was an in-
teresting journey on one of 
the hottest days of the year. 
The driver insisted that the 
ventilation/air conditioning 
system was working. Alas it 
was not. Indeed there was 
a heating element running 
around the inside skin of 
the coach which was almost 
too hot to touch. It was 

Once again Dad excelled himself and his creations took pride of 
place.  We had a chuck wagon, a full size donkey, a casino wheel and a 
jail to name but a few; and a seven foot cactus was painstakingly made 

Christmas tree needs a good home!
I offered to give this lovely tree room in my garden. But there is no 

room! So my husband says it has to go! If you can do what I can’t please 
come and take it. It’s in front of the house.  All I ask is the pot back as 
the original owner wants it back! Sylvia Scales 12 Francis Road

by my sister, complete with 
prickles.  Our chefs did a 
fantastic job and a big thank 
you to Bev from Farrowby 
Farm who kindly donated 
the sausages.  Big thank you 
to everybody who helped set 
up the hall and those who do-
nated a raffle prize.  A special 
thank you to mum who had 
to put up with casino tables 
and buffalo heads being made 
in her sitting room!  We will 
have about a £1000+ to take 
to ACT, as Dad had also been 

Barn Dance raises £600

collecting car batteries throughout the year and raised over £400.  

Steam cleaner needed to clean village hall chairs
If anyone has one we can borrow please let me know. Thanks. Sylvia 

Scales on 01462 742505.

Village Outing to Norfolk

with some relief we arrived at Gooderstone Water Gardens near Swaff-
ham. Everyone including the driver had missed a very small direction 
sign at ground level.

Fortified with coffee and, in my case, a delicious cheese scone, we set 
out to explore the gardens, developed by retired farmer Billy Knights as he 
approached his 70th birthday. 
A keen gardener until his death 
at 91, he should be proud of 
his legacy. His daughter Coral 
began to restore the gardens in 
2002. She has done a great job. 
There were a number of walks, a 
wildlife area, a nature trail, and 
a kingfisher hide. One of our 
number craftily photographed 
a postcard of a kingfisher and 
persuaded a friend, for a while, that the picture was of a kingfisher she 
had seen that morning!  Your editor saw a very small frog training for 
the Olympics - am I allowed to use that word? - and some dragonflies.

Back on the coach, we were 
driven to Houghton Hall, a 
grand house in the Palladian 
style, built in the 1720s for 
Britain’s first Prime Minister, 
Sir Robert Walpole. Creaking 
stomachs called for relief and 
we visited the restaurant where 
a short but delicious selection of dishes were displayed. We especially 
enjoyed the goat’s cheese and spinach tartlet with salad and new potatoes. 

Then there was plenty of time to explore the house with its interiors 
by William Kent, and the wonderful gardens, peppered with works of 
art. The stables, the model soldier museum and the gift shop were there 
to explore too. Many were intrigued and captivated by  “Waterflame” 
a fountain which gushed both water and flame installed by Jeppe Hein 

Helene Donohoe

in 2008.
After tea and what seemed 

like a few miles of wander-
ing we returned to the coach, 
parked in the shade, to discover 
that temperatures inside had 
not much improved. It was a 
wonder the Three Horseshoes 
wasn’t drunk dry by the return-
ing villagers.

That said, most agreed it 
had been another fantastic 
day organised by Sylvia Scales. 
Could it be that successful 
event organising is genetic? 
Thanks Sylvia.
Patrick Forbes

Fuchsias bloom in Caldecote

How anyone could manage to take in the Jubilee Ball, The Newn-
ham Lunch, the Amnesty Concert and the Fuchsia Festival in just one 
weekend, that of  July 14th and 15th, your ancient Editor can scarcely 
comprehend. He needed a good week in which to recover. Anyway,  the 
events were all amazing and as these pictures show, the fuchsias made an  
elegant and beautiful display.We hope the event will be repeated next year.



get advice
If you are unsure, talk to someone who has already greened their home. 
SuperHomers host free Open Days in spring and September. They can 
explain both the benefits and challenges of eco renovation. See the website 
to book a visit or, for the latest on the Green Deal, see www.superhomes.
org.uk/greendeal
Gordon Glass

The government’s Green Deal scheme aims to help more homeowners 
refurbish their homes by spreading the costs over future energy bills. But 
is it the right deal for you?

Under the ‘Golden Rule’ any technologies installed must be so en-
ergy efficient that loan repayments should be less or equal to the money 
saved. So, for example, a 30% more efficient boiler could be installed. 
It delivers the same heat with 30% less fuel. You are then saving money 
on heating your house. Under the scheme this saving is used to repay 
the loan for the boiler. You get a new boiler, the house heats up faster, 
it’s more comfortable and you aren’t out of pocket.

do the sums
So, what’s the catch? Firstly, the sums aren’t simple. For example, as 
energy suppliers charge more for the first block of units, a 30% reduction 
in gas use does not equal a 30% reduction in bills. Secondly, basic loft 
and cavity wall insulation are unlikely to remain cheap or free under the 
scheme. Thirdly, interest payable on the loan might be 6 - 7%. If you 
have money and expect to stay put, you may get a better return paying 
for the work yourself.

Ask someone who went green. Mark Brown of High Wycombe. One of some 40 
SuperHomers across the country opening their doors to the public in September.Photo 
courtesy of www.superhomes.org.uk

Green Deal - the right deal for you? Hinxworth Archers bring home gold
Hinxworth Archery Club achieved a fantastic set of results at the 

Hertfordshire County Championships held at Hemel Hempstead on 
the 7-8th July, especially our juniors who showed us all the way. The 
team came home with six individual gold medals and three team gold 
medals plus silver and a bronze. This was the highest haul of any club in 
the county. The Champions are.

Jack Bridgewater (Recurve) 1st Jun. Boy Bristol lV gold medal
Anna Dawson (Recurve) 1st Jun. Girl Bristol lV gold medal
Isobel Wayman (Compound) 1stJun. Girl Bristol lV gold medal
James Wayman (Compound) 1st Jun. Boy Bristol ll   gold medal
Neil Bridgewater (Compound) 1st Gent York           gold medal
David Wayman (Compound) 3rd Gent York bronze medal
Derek Bridgewater (L/Bow)   1st Gent York gold medal
In addition Team gold medals and trophies for Compound, Longbow 

and Junior teams.

grand master bowman Neil
Neil Bridgewater became the Compound Champion with the highest 
scores on both days and achieved the coveted GMB, Grand Master 
Bowman, classification. The GMB is the equivalent of a Grand Master 
in chess and puts Neil amongst the highest ranks of compound archers 
in Britain. Local farmer David Wayman from Loves Lane in Ashwell 
End tied for second place but was ranked third on fewer golds. David’s 
son James and daughter Isobel also retained their junior compound 
championship titles from last year, as did recurve archers Anna Dawson 
and Jack Bridgewater. Not to be outdone by the youngsters, granddad 
Derek Bridgewater retained his Longbow Championship title in the face 
of a very strong longbow entry.

Congratulations and well done to all.
David Osmond

We are grateful to Lance Jenkins for this picture. We have no more 
information. Maybe it’s the kind of incident Veolia would rather forget.

No tipping in Edworth please

Annie Cullen saw this sofa dumped 
on the road between Hinxworth 
and  Edworth. It looks as though 
the dumpers emptied out the loose 
change before leaving.

sofa so bad

Not the Great Fire of Newnham, but the White Watch team from 
Baldock Fire Station who kindly helped us out when the lock on St 
Vincent’s main door failed us a week or three ago.  Luckily the door from 
the tower roof could be opened and on Saturday afternoon, as a Training 
Exercise, a three stage ascent of the tower was successfully completed 
whence one of the team was able to negotiate the narrow staircase lead-
ing down to the interior of the church to open our emergency exit door 
in the Chancel.  The lock is fixed and normal service is now resumed 
thanks to the boys from White Watch.
Kit Boddington, Churchwarden

White Watch save the day



Church Services
August 5th  10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth
August 12th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
August 19th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth        
August 26th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
        9.30am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham

On the beat 

PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Pettitt@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard, manned around the clock.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Soup Lunch
August’s Soup Lunch will be on Friday 3rd in Hinxworth Village Hall 
from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

How to raise 
£2000

August’s surgery will be held in the Parish Room, Ashwell  10.30 am until 
12 pm on Saturday August 11th. Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime 
or need Police within a couple of hours, 999 for immediate response if 
you have just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.

Village Supper November 
24th. Entertainment is needed 
- please get in touch if you are 
willing to do a turn! We also need 
hostesses so if you would like to 
organise a table please let me know.
Sylvia Scales 01462 742505.

Help needed

 a dodgy gift from God
Please be aware of some unscrupulous individu-
als operating a distraction theft. There has been 
a number of incidents in other force areas, where 
a group of people approached elderly ladies and 
offered them jewellery as a 'gift from God'. As they confuse the victim 
they remove their jewellery and leave them with various items of rings/
necklaces of 'rubbish/fake' jewellery making off with the real jewellery. 
The group are described as Eastern European gypsy looking, two females 
and two males all aged around late 40's. They had dark hair and the 
women were wearing long skirts with a floral pattern. The group first 
asked directions making the victims believe they were lost and needed 
help. Their car was described as a black saloon with four doors. One 
person said they thought it was hand painted. If you believe you have 
spotted them in action call it in as a 999 immediately.

criminals could be here
We need to remember that 'criminals have no boundaries,' they could 
be in our area next, so please make sure that you pass this message on to 
friends, relatives, neighbours and colleagues.

Secure bomb making chemicals
 You probably know that there are links between farm chemicals and 

the manufacture of improvised explosive devices. The bulk theft of these 
products should be viewed very seriously, especially with the high profile 
events occurring this year.

Please review the security of your chemical stores and seek advice if 
you have any concerns that you do not feel equipped to deal with. Please 
ensure that any chemicals that have exceeded "Use-by" dates are disposed 
of. I'm sure you know that there are some older withdrawn chemicals 
still to be found on some farms, and that they can become unstable and 
a danger to you and your employees. You can also find some good advice 
on the following website, www.secureyourfertiliser.gov.uk

Please ensure that you report any suspicious activity in your yards, 
particularly around your chemical stores. If you have any information 
regarding the crime incidents above please ring 101 to let the Police know 
or anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Masquerade Ball
Thank you to all who helped 
to make the Masquerade Ball 
a success. We are pleased to 
announce a profit of £1860 which 
has been divided equally between 
St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth, 
Garden House Hospice and the 
side room redevelopment plan for 
the Village Hall.
Victoria Scales

Dear Patrick,
In last month’s ‘Village Voice’ 
you appealed for ‘bright ideas for 
raising some few thousand pounds 
for St. Nicholas’ church’.
One idea is a reading which, as 
you know I have just undertaken 
in aid of Caldecote church (‘War 
and Peace’).
I contacted everyone I could think 
of, and sent out an appeal letter. 
I read the book out loud, in the 
church, from cover to cover. There 
were very few who actually came 
along to listen, but others gave 
online and by post.

By next week, we will have 
raised £2000.00, which is not a 
bad result for 60 man-hours non-
physical work!

I realise that you will need more 
than this for St. Nicholas’ – but it 
would be a start.

Kind regards,
Peter Robbins

 

picture: Colin Bone

I have 20 bottles of fine wine to sell on at cost price, £10 per bottle.  I 
have bought the surplus wine from the ball, but can’t drink it all myself!

White: Waipara Springs Sauvignon Blanc 2010 – Waipara Valley, 
New Zealand. Bouchard Finlayson Sans Barrique Chardonnay 2010 – 
Walker Bay South Africa.

Rosé: Bremerton Estate Racy Rosé, Shiraz Cabernet 2011 – Lang-
horne Creek Australia.Trentham Estate La Famiglia Sangiovese Rosé 
2010 – NSW Australia.

Red: Waipara Springs Pinot Noir 2009 –Waipara Valley, New Zealand. 
Trentham Estate Heathcote Shiraz 2008 – Victoria, Australia

If you are interested in buying any of the bottles, please give me a 
ring on  01462 742 505.
Victoria Scales

 

 

 

Thanks

Fine wines for sale

Hertfordshire Constabulary 
is actively seeking to recruit 150 
Special Constables (Volunteer Po-
lice Officers) to its 400 strong team 
helping to keep the county even 
safer. Whether for yourself or a 
younger family member or friend, 
we would welcome your interest.

You can volunteer in a town or 
rural setting for a minimum of 16 
hours per month. As well as mak-
ing your community a safer place, 
joining us as a Special Constable 
will be rewarding, make more of 
your free time and help you to 
build new skills.

As a Special Constable you 
have full police powers, uniform 
and protective equipment and 
work alongside the regular force, 
and we ll make sure you get all the 
training you need.

special dvd
So, if you are 18 or over, can multi-
task, have great interpersonal skills 
and want to give something back 
to the community for at least 16 
hours a month in your free time, 
why not become a Special Consta-
ble? Please visit www.herts.police.
uk/specials for information on 
being a Special where you will also 
be able to watch our short DVD, 
showing Specials at work.

Exercise Class
For anyone interested in an 

exercise class in the Village Hall 
there is an introductory session 
on Monday 10th September at 
7.30 pm to assess interest and 
what kind of class we want. Please 
come if you are at all interested or 
phone me on 01462 742505 for 
information.
Sylvia Scales

are you special?


