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 Breast Cancer Christmas Disco 
What better way to start the December celebrations than with a 

dance and a drink with friends?  Dig out those flares again or maybe 
your Adam Ant outfit and join us for 70’S & 80’S Disco with Resident 
D.J. Les and guest soul singer Uche Eke.  Friday 7th December 2012 
at Hinxworth Village Hall.   Bring your own drinks.  Time 8 until late.  
Tickets £12 includes disco, live music, snacks and sweets on the tables, 
and entry into the Christmas Hamper draw on the night.  To book 
tickets or register an interest, please call me on 07890 212194 or e-mail 
h.donohoe@btopenworld.com. Thank you.
Helene Donohoe

Christmas Card Scheme Reminder
Our two charities are  Keech Cottage Hospice, www.keech.org.uk, which 
supports families across Herts. and Beds. with a child or young person 
diagnosed with a life-limiting condition,  and  Mercy Ships, www.mer-
cyships.org.uk.   Mercy Ships tell us that any money they receive before 
the end of December will be doubled by a benefactor. 

Please let me have your money by 15th December.  Just put your 
contribution - preferably cheques, though cash is welcome too, - in an 
envelope and drop it in to me at “Cammocks”, Chapel Street, Hinxworth.  
Cheques should be made out to Keech Hospice Care and/or Mercy 
Ships UK Ltd. You may wish to divide your money between both chari-
ties.  If your contribution is in the form of cash, do remember to write 
your name on the envelope and which cause(s) you would like to support.  

swell funds with gift aid
Finally, but most importantly, if you are a UK taxpayer and would like 
to make your contribution through Gift Aid, do please let me know.  It 
is a great help to the charity concerned as it can then reclaim another 
25p in the £1 without any extra cost to you.  If you have contributed to 
either of these organisations before through Gift Aid you will not need 
to complete another form; otherwise these can be downloaded from the 
internet, or I can supply one.  Just let me know.

Meanwhile, remember, you don’t need to buy so many Christmas cards! 
Janet Fair janetfair@btinternet.com phone 01462 743137.

Caldecote Church Friends Carol Singing
1st December SOLD OUT Only Ticket holders will be admitted
8th December CANCELLED due to unforseen circumstances
We are sorry if we have inconvenienced anybody.

Caldecote Church Friends Committee

Village Supper makes over £2000

Newnham Poppy Appeal record total
Sheila Rosendale tells us:  Congratulations to Gwen Bowen who has 

been collecting for the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal in Newn-
ham for 45 years.  This year, she collected £178, her highest total ever.  
Given that November was the wettest November for a long time, she 
did wonderfully well.

95 villagers enjoyed 2012’s village supper and raised over £2000 for village hall funds.  Congratulations to all who were involved and 
who made this yet another night to remember.  A delicious meal interspersed with comic or silly songs and the raffle followed by an auction 
made for a really enjoyable evening. More pictures inside.

We wish all our readers a very 
joyful Christmas and a good 

New Year



Hinxworth Nature Diary
Chatting to a neighbour at last week’s Village Supper, made me aware of 

the Muntjac population of Hinxworth.  The Muntjac is a tiny deer:  adults 
are generally only around 18 inches in height.  It is non-native, originating 
from south east Asia.  Introduced into Britain in Bedfordshire in around 
1900 it is another successful newcomer and the population is growing.  

Adults are dog-like, with brown bodies and stripes on the face.  The 
males have small antlers which they can use if pressed:  both sexes will defend 
themselves if cornered and a mother deer defending its kid can become very 
violent!  Generally however, they are peaceful and avoid humans.  Used to 
tropical conditions, they breed all year round.  The males have an unusual 
feature:  tiny tusks, which they use to grub up roots a little bit like wild boar.

sound like dogs
Active all through the 24 hours, they are busiest at dawn and dusk when 
they are most likely to be seen.  Each adult has a territory which they 
defend by barking;  single, staccato barks which sound very similar to a 
dog.  Barking at dusk in the darkening afternoon is the most likely sign 
of their presence over the coming months.  If you are very lucky though, 
you may stumble on one on a country walk or in your back garden one 
morning when they will sometimes dash off into the distance like a rabbit!
Emile Warder

Ashwell Christmas Concert
I’ll be sure that not many of you know that Margaret, who runs the 

Bushel and Strike in Ashwell has a musical background and has for many 
years, been Musical Director of Pasque Harmony, a ladies chorus, raising 
thousands of pounds every year for the Keech Hospice.  In addition to 
this, you may also not know that I myself sing in and am the General 
Manager of City Chorus, Letchworth’s SATB (that means men too) 
community choir which, now approaching the end of its third year has 
raise thousands of pounds for the Garden City Hospice. 

tickets available on the door
In a collaborative concert, raising funds for both Hospices, Pasque 
Harmony and City Chorus are performing at St Mary’s Church on 
Wednesday 12th December at 7.30pm, doors open at 6.45pm.  We will 
be wowing our audience with Christmas songs from In Dulci Jubilo to 
Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas and both sacred and popular 
secular song in between. The cost of the tickets on the door will be £10.  

So why not get the Christmas season off to a rousing start by enjoying the 
Christmas spirit and join us.  Your patronage would be most welcome and 
the money you will be raising for the Hospices will be put to fantastic use.

 If you’d like take your family, give your elderly parent a treat on a 
Wednesday evening, or come along yourself to listen to sublime harmo-
nies, please let me know. It will be great to see you all.
Barbara White

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The meeting on November 8th took the form of a jewellery making 

workshop.  Our president Heidi Mason brought to the meeting her 
considerable collection of beads and baubles, and we were shown how 
to make necklaces and bracelets to our own design.  By the end of the 
evening there was an amazing display of jewellery of every design possible 
and the evening was voted a great success.

Next month’s meeting;  December 13th,  Christmas Party,  7.30pm 
Village Hall, Hinxworth.  Members and invited guests only.  A reminder 
to members, don’t forget to bring a wrapped present for the Chinese Raffle.
Carol Cheney

Quiz raises £419

It was a packed night at the Three Horseshoes on Saturday 3rd No-
vember.  Landlady Margaret had very kindly offered to host a Quiz in aid 
of the Allotment Fund with the added challenge to contestants to dress 
as scarecrows - a prize to be awarded to to the best!  Some scary, scarred 
and dishevelled scarecrows appeared with the first prize being awarded 
to Steve Hawthorne (a former landlord of the Pub) and 8 year old Joe 
Thorn, trailing straw in his wake, was runner up.  Landlord Gerald was 
a superb Quiz Master asking intriguing and head scratching questions 
on a variety of subjects.  Halfway through the evening there were hot 
dogs and pumpkin soup to enjoy with a short break to recharge the little 
grey cells.  After this enjoyable evening, Margaret was able to give over 
£400 for our funds, for which the Allotment Committee is extremely 
grateful.  Many thanks Margaret and Gerald for your hard work and 
generosity which is much appreciated.
Betty Thorn, Chairman, Hinxworth Allotment Group

More Village Supper pictures

Gaye Bayliss, Red Cross First Aid Trainer for Herts. Beds. and Essex came 
to the village hall to show mums and carers basic first aid techniques.

The Three Horseshoes will be open over 
the festive season.  Margaret, Gerald and 
all their staff look forward to welcoming 
you.  Opening hours will be posted on the 

pub notice board.

First Aid for Babies and Toddlers



December 1st Ashwell Christmas Fair, St. Mary’s Church, 9.30am
December 1st Winter Wonderland, URC Hall, Ashwell. 10am - 1pm
December 4th Red Cross First Aid training, Ashwell Surgery 7.30pm
December 7th Disco in aid of Breast Cancer Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 1
December 15th Deadline for January Village Voice
December 12th Christmas Concert, St. Mary’s Church, Ashwell 7.30pm
December 24th Midnight Communion St. Vincent Newnham 11.30pm
December 25th Parish Communion St. Nicholas Hinxworth 9.15am 
January 9th Pampered Chef Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45, see page 3
February 16th Race night, The Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth, see page 3
June 30th 2013 Newnham Church Lunch

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth music cd present
The cd of Christmas music recorded earlier this year by Musica Do-

num Dei in St Nicholas Church will be available from December 9th 
at just £10 each. Order yours from Patrick Forbes on 01462 742015.

Hinxworth Upholsterer
I established Laura Colegrave Upholstery in 2011. After many years 

of lovingly bringing back to life pieces of my own furniture, I decided 
to qualify with the Association of Master Upholsterers and turn it into a 
business. It has been wonderful to see saggy wrecks transformed back to 
their full glory, using either traditional or modern upholstery methods. 

I use traditional methods on chairs pre-1950, using fibre, animal 
hair and much stitching to create the firm foundation and shape that is 
required for each chair.  The photos show a Victorian fireside chair and 
an iron back both with deep buttons.

Many chairs post 1950 require modern methods and foam is used in 
these to create the shape, as shown in the jester chair (which is a unique 
piece) and the Parker Knoll.

Any chair can be transformed from large Victorian iron back chairs 
to a small drop in seat, retro chairs or antique traditional chairs, chaises 
longues and Egg chairs.  Whether it is a simple recover or a down to 
the frame rebuild, a chair can be just as good as new in no time at all.  
Of course upholstery doesn’t stop there, anything with fabric can be 
recovered, footstools, blanket boxes, headboards, just call me on 07774 
191122 and I will let you know if it can be revived.
Laura Colegrave

Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting held on Thursday 1st November in the Village 

Hall.  Present: Mr L. Whitfield, Chairman, Mr A. Cullen, Mr D. Os-
mond, Mr E. Sore, Mrs W. Kitchener Clerk, Apologies: Mr Paul Watler.

Planning Application 11/01347/1 Land at the Rear of the Cottages 
High Street, Hinxworth, SG7 5HQ. Amendments.  Planning permission 
has been refused. This is now going to appeal.

The Footpath from the High Street past Gate Cottage and to the 
rear of the Three Horseshoes: After receiving additional information 
from Martin Parry the Councillors again agreed they have no objection 
to the rerouting of the footpath subject to the provisions of the Highways 
Act 1980. An easement is to be granted by Martin Parry across part 
of his land from the public footpath to part of the rear of The Three 
Horseshoes Public House.  

Annual Accounts 2011/2012 Risk Assessment:  As required by the 
External Auditors BDO Hayward work is continuing on a viable report 
applicable to a small Parish Council. 

Highways:  Francis Road: The kerbs, pavements and in some areas 
of the road the grass/weeds have yet to be cleared.   The Sign by the S 
Bend in New Inn Road requires replacing.  The Hinxworth Sign on the 
Edworth Road requires replacing as it has rusted away.

Salt Bins: The siting of the salt bins has been agreed in principle. 
Village Hall:  The Front  Door Closure.  The Village Hall Manage-

ment Committee have arranged for a new door closure to be fitted by 
DORMA of Hitchin.

The Ash Bush/Tree: This is to be cut back. 
The Annual Ashwell Bonfire:  A health and safety plan for the event 

from the organisers is awaited. A deposit of £250.00 has been received 
to cover the cost of clearing the site after the event. The deposit will only 
be used if the site is not cleared to the satisfaction of Hinxworth Parish 
Council by 11th November as agreed with Ashwell School PTA.

The Allotments:  Annual Subscriptions: The Councillors agreed to 
Pam Beesley and David Eddell taking on plots 18 and 5 respectively. The 
current outstanding licence changes were signed. There appears to be 
some confusion regarding the allotment licences by some allotmenteers. 

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday December 6th 2012 at 7.00 pm 
in the Village Hall.  The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk Hinxworth Parish Council

Pampered Chef
Calling all you men out there who think you can’t cook and to all 

you ladies who like or even don’t like to cook. 
 Or maybe you just want some new recipes for a special occasion? 

Make a New Year’s Resolution and come to a Pampered Chef demon-
stration in the Village Hall on Thursday January 9th 2013. Just one of a 
range of great speakers and hands-on sessions taking place at the WI on 
the second Thursday of the month every month in 2013, we welcome 
all women and very often you men too! This one is free to everyone, 
just come along for 7.45pm and we guarantee a very enjoyable evening.
Sylvia Scales

Bridge Club in Hinxworth
We are a small, friendly, mixed ability group who play social bridge in 

Hinxworth.  We play every Monday evening between 7.45pm and 11pm. 

New members required
We are now looking for new members, from Hinxworth or surround-
ing areas to join us.  It’s a great way to meet new friends and to enjoy 
these dark, cold winter evenings!  So if you already play bridge or you 
would like to learn, why don’t you ‘give it a go’ and get in contact 
with either: Jan Olson Williams, 07510 140900, 01462 743209, 
Email:janolsonwilliams@gmail.com, or Melanie Lillie, 07802 456980, 
01462 743755, Email:melanielillie@hotmail.com.  

A warm welcome awaits you.

Race Night at the ‘Shoes’
Racing comes to Hinxworth on 16th February 2013, including the 

Hinxworth Derby and the Edworth Grand National.  Sponsor a race or 
have your own horse in a race.  All proceeds go to the Oncology Day 
Unit at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.  More details to follow next month.
Barry Huber

The Memphis Jazz Band helped to raise around £170 towards 
the cost of  installing loos and a kitchen at St. Nicholas Church.  
Better yet, the band has offered to return for a further concert.



  Church Services
December 2nd 10.15am Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
December 9th 9.15 am Patronal Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
December 16th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
December 23rd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
December 24th 11.30 Midnight Communion St Vincent Newnham 
December 25th 9.15am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
December 30th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas Hinxworth

On the beat 
with PC 431 Paul Marina

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Pettitt@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

The next surgery will be held in the Parish Room, Ashwell 10.30am until 
12 pm on Saturday December 1st.

contact us

Please send all copy and pictures for January’s Village Voice to Annie Cullen, 
1 Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to villagevoice3@gmail.
com by December 15th. Village Voice, published by Forbes Services Ltd,  
can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadlineAshwell Christmas Fair
This annual event will be held in St. Mary’s Church on Saturday,1st 

December, from 9.30 am – 1.00 pm. Arts and Crafts, Cakes and Cards, 
Presents and Prizes. The Choir will sing carols and refreshments will be 
available. Ashwell Museum will also be open.

Winter Wonderland
Ashwell Playgroup invite you to Winter Wonderland. Saturday 1st De-

cember, 10am - 1pm Ashwell URC Hall.  There will be Santa’s Grotto, Kid’s 
Festival Crafts and Games, Little Donkey Rides, Soft Play, ‘Made in Ashwell’, 
Mulled Wine, Mince Pies, Raffle, and many other festive treats!  Little Don-
key will be outside St. Mary’s Church leading you towards the URC hall.

Windows Update
IT Security firm Sophos has warned internet 

users to be cautious of emails claiming to be from 
privacy@microsoft.com. The emails are cleverly 
designed to resemble official alerts from Microsoft 
and advises users to visit a supposed “update” page as their computer 
is at high risk. Once clicked on, the link directs users to a phishing site 
which attempts to gather email addresses for webmail services including 
Gmail and AOL mail. Once the scammers have access to your account 
they can gather personal information and potentially use it to commit 
identity theft. The emails entitled ‘Microsoft Windows Update’ may 
appear harmless but the grammatical errors and some odd language 
contained in them should be a signal that the emails may not really be 
from Microsoft.

Advice for keeping tools safe
When possible, lock tools and small items of machinery inside a 

secure building.  To prevent the theft of batteries, tools and accessories, 
avoid leaving tractors and other farm implements in fields.  Keep valuable 
machinery away from public roads when not in use.  Consider making 
a secure cage or structure for smaller items which should be sited within 
a secure and alarmed building.  Record the make and serial number of 
power tools - an up-to-date inventory is vital.  Mark or stamp easily 
removed items with your postcode, followed by the first two letters of 
your farm’s name, or other identifying marks.  

protect your vehicles
Four-wheel drive vehicles, trailers, caravans and quad bikes can all 

be a target for thieves. There are many anti-theft devices available such 
as alarms, immobilisers and tracking systems.  Lock your vehicle and 
use security devices. Trailers and horse boxes are particularly vulnerable. 
Where possible, secure them inside a garage or similar building.  Mark 
them and make them unique – use large letters on the roof. Record se-
rial/chassis numbers and photograph them.

“BT” Phone Scam warning
I received a phone call, allegedly from BT, informing me that they 

were disconnecting me because of an unpaid bill.  He demanded payment 
immediately of £31.00 or it would be £118.00 to re-connect at a later 
date.  The guy wasn’t fazed when I told him I was with Virgin Media, he 
said VM have to pay BT a percentage for line rental.  He gave his name 
as John Peacock and phone number 0800 0800 152. He realised I didn’t 
believe his story, so demonstrated that he was from BT by disconnecting 
my phone to prevent me calling out.  My phone was dead - no engaged 
tone, nothing - until he phoned me again. I asked how the payment was 
to be made and he said credit card over the phone. I said that I didn’t 
know how he’d done it, but I had absolutely no intention of paying 
him, I didn’t believe his name or that he worked for BT. He hung up. 
I dialled 1471, but his number was withheld so I phoned his fictitious 
0800 number which was not recognised. So I phoned the police to let 
them know and I wasn’t the first to be called.

new scam spreading
It’s only just started apparently, but it is escalating. Their advice was to 
let as many people as possible know of this scam. The fact that the phone 
does go off would probably convince some people it’s real, so please make 
as many friends and family aware of this. How is it done? He gave the 
wrong number - it should have been 0800 800 152 which takes you 
through to BT Business. The cutting off of the line is very simple, he stays 
on the line with the mute button on and you can’t dial out - but he can 
hear you trying.  This is because the person who initiates a call is the one 
to terminate it. When you stop trying he cuts off and immediately calls 
back. The sad thing is that it is so simple that it will certainly fool many.  
This is not about getting the cash as this would not get past merchant 
services - it is all about getting the credit card details which include the 
security number, to be used for larger purchases. So be careful who you 
give your card details to.
sent to us by Barbara Robbins

Watch out for this scam
Please be aware of the following scam.  It involves some Italian males 

pulling over and asking for directions.  When they have engaged you 
in conversation, they say that they do not have enough petrol to get to 
their destination.  They then ask you for money to get petrol, when you 
offer them money they thank you profusely and give you what they say 
is an expensive watch (or leather jackets and jewellery).  Then they offer 
you some more watches for more money, and have been known to take 
an unsuspecting person to a cashpoint.  Please do not give money or 
accept watches from these people,
Neighbourhood Watch

Re-wrapped Christmas helps charity
Have you bought your Christmas wrapping paper yet? Local enterprise uses 
recycles paper for gorgeous designs, and 5% of profits go to Harrison’s Fund, 
a Muscular Dystrophy charity. Contact Annie Cullen on 01462 742102.


