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Hinxworth - the home of good tea,
 Mortier’s Tea

Call us on 01462 743241
Email us at info@mortierstea.com

available at Farrowby Farm and other quality emporia

Masquerade Ball tickets going like hot cakes. 
Have you got yours yet?

This will undoubtedly be the social event of the year, and tickets are 
selling fast. Details of the event have been published in the last few edi-
tions of Village Voice. It will be held in the Edworth Barn on Saturday 
July 14th, 7.30 pm until late. More information and tickets from Victoria 
Scales on 01462 742505. The ball is raising money for the following 
charities: St. Nicholas Church; Re-development of the side room in 
Hinxworth Village Hall; Garden House Hospice.

»  Village Voice  «Village Voice
Hinxworth’s Parish Councillors would like to mark both of 

these momentous events with the help of organisations and resi-
dents in the Village and the area. 

The celebrations for the Diamond Jubilee will be held on Sun-
day June 3rd. The National Plan is to have a Sunday lunch with 
neighbours. The Parish Councillors thought it would be a good 
idea to hold a dinner for everyone on that date either in the Vil-
lage Hall and or the Recreation Ground. So please come forward 
with ideas with anything reasonably doable. 

Hinxworth Olympics
 The celebrations for the Olympics will be held on Saturday August 4th. 
On this  occasion the Parish Councillors thoughts are to possibly hold 
a Hinxworth Olympics. Whilst this may not be quite up to the London 
Olympics standard it should be good  fun. But again any reasonable sug-
gestions can be considered as it’s not just up to the Parish Councillors to 
suggest ideas. In the meantime Tony Hunter has a fund of £10,000 for 
the Olympic celebrations. The Parish Council has asked him to earmark 
a proportion of these funds for Hinxworth.  

 bright ideas, please...
Nothing is set in stone at this point. Please come forward with your ideas 
and suggestions by either contacting Les or the other Parish Councillors 
Paul, Andy, Eric or David. Likewise you can contact me on 01767-313766 
or by e-mail wggk@btinternet.com

...by Valentine’s Day
We look forward to hearing from you all if possible by February 14th 
after which a meeting can be arranged for all the interested parties to 
formulate the programme of the events and activities. If we all work 
together these two days will go down in Hinxworth’s history.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to Hinxworth Parish Council 

Jubilee and Olympic Celebrations

Christmas Cards raise £1190.50
Many thanks to everyone in the 45 households who contributed to the 

2011 Alternative Christmas Card Scheme in Hinxworth and Edworth. 
Once again we raised nearly £1200 for the two charities we supported.

the advantage of gift aiding donations
On your behalf I have been able to send £567.50 to Garden House 
Hospice in Letchworth and £407.50 to Toybox Charity. As so many 
of you were kind enough to give through Gift Aid, the two charities 
between them will be able to claim back from Her Majesty’s Revenue 
and Customs a further £216 + of your hard earned income tax.

thanks to all involved
As always, huge thanks are due to Marianne Osmond who so kindly 
gives of her time and talents to produce the card each year, and to those 
who delivered it to every household in Hinxworth and Edworth in the 
busy week before Christmas.
Janet Fair

It has come to my attention that I made an  error in suggesting in 
the “Dates for your Diary” section of Village Voice that the Jubilee Ball 
was to be held in Hinxworth Village Hall rather than in the magnificent 
barn at Edworth. 

buck stops with editor
This was entirely my mistake and in no way was the organizer of the 
event, Victoria Scales, responsible. I would be grateful if complaints 
about Village Voice could always be referred to the Editor rather than 
to a contributor as it will almost certainly be the Editor’s responsibility.

new editor, please
It would be good to hear from someone ready and able to take on the 
editing, proof-reading, photography, production and distribution man-
agement of Village Voice for the next ten years. I estimate that these 
tasks devour around two  to three days each month, between three and 
five weeks each year.
Patrick Forbes

Bring back the stocks 

Please send all copy and pictures for March’s Village Voice to Patrick 
Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email fool1@
patrickforbes.plus.com by February 20th. Village Voice is published 
by Forbes Services Ltd and can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

No February soup lunch in Hinxworth

Three Horseshoes News 
Valentine’s Day February 14th Three courses and “bubbly” for just 

£25 - book now 01462 742280.
Book early for Mothering Sunday  March 18th. 01462 742280

software thanks
Thanks to Dylan Mills for software assistance that ensured 

this edition of Village Voice was produced.



February 2nd Hinxworth Parish Council, Village Hall 7.30 pm
Feb 14th St Valentine’s Day, Three Horseshoes. See page 1 for details
February 20th copy deadline for March Village Voice
March 17 to 25th Superhome open day. See page 4
March 18th Mothering Sunday, Three Horseshoes. See page 1 for details
March 27th  Easter Extravaganza, Duck Race, Ashwell 10 am - 1 pm 
May  26th Quiz at home. See page 4 for details
July 7th Ashwell Playgroup Summer Dance St Mary’s Church, Ashwell
July 14th  Masquerade Ball. Edworth Barn, 7.30 pm 01462 742505 

Dates for your diary

Good News for Tea Drinkers Hinxworth Parish Council 
Notes of a meeting held on 5th January 2012 Present: Mr  L. Whitfield 

Chairman, Mr A.Cullen, Mr D Osmond, Mr E. Sore, Mr P. Watler. Mrs 
W. Kitchener, Clerk. The main issues discussed were as follows:- Matters 
not arising elsewhere on the agenda.

The Diamond Jubilee and the Olympics:- Hinxworth Parish Coun-
cil agreed to celebrate these two momentous events on Sunday June 3rd 
and Saturday August 4th respectively. See the separate article on the front 
page of this edition of the Village Voice.

Correspondence:  The Abbey Flier:-  A response regarding this 
project has been received from Tony Hunter. The Parish Councillors, 
from this reply, are not clear what funding, if any, Hertfordshire County 
Council are putting towards this project.  

Highways: Salt Allocation: The 850kgs have been received. Any 
resident requiring salt for their use during this winter period please 
contact their nearest Parish Councillor.

Recreation Ground: Play Area Inspection: Overall the report gave a 
low risk to the area. Two items were highlighted, one, the mesh fencing 
should be repaired and two, the crown of the tree should be reduced. 
These will be dealt with during the next few months  

The Tennis Court: The Tennis Court is under-utilised. Residents’ 
suggestions on how to increase the usage is required to be advised to the 
Parish Council by 1st March. This would be discussed at the Council 
meeting on that date. The Parish Councillors agreed they would consider 
letting the court out to other local tennis clubs. 

Allotments: Following the meeting between Andy Cullen and Jo 
Johnson it has been agreed the minutes of all HAG meetings will, as had 
been arranged at the setting-up of the allotments,  be forwarded to the 
Parish Council. The Councillors agreed to re-issue licences to the cur-
rent allotment holders as there have been many changes to the original 
plots allocated due to “swapping” and a number of allotmenteers not 
renewing their licences.  

Any other business: Annual Parish Meeting:- The date to be arranged. 
Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday February 2nd 2012 at 7.30 pm in 
the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.

Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Parish Council

If you were lucky enough to receive a new mobile, television, sat 
nav or bike for Christmas, or have bought a new gadget in the January 
sales, have you registered it for free on http://www.immobilise.com/ yet?  
Every year police recover hundreds of valuables that cannot be traced to 
their rightful owners. However, registering possessions on http://www.
immobilise.com/ can help. 

free database aids return
It is a free database where people can list their property and then, if the 
item is lost or stolen, users can log this on the system to help any recovered 
items be returned to them. 
It can also serve as a deterrent to thieves, who won’t want to be caught 
carrying property that is easily identified as not belonging to them and 
can help the police to identify suspects as part of their investigations.

more security tips on website
Combined with simple crime prevention, this can help you to keep your 
valuable possessions secure. For tips on security, please visit http://www.
herts.police.uk/advice/crime_prevention.aspx. 

Safeguard those gadgets

Hinxworth’s tea importer 
Rochelle Mortier is back 
from a fact finding and holi-
day visit to Sri Lanka from 
where she now imports tea. 
“We stayed at a bungalow 
on an old tea plantation in 
the hill country. From there 
we travelled up to the Tea Re-
search Institute which nestles 
in the higher elevations of the 
tea country. We saw all these 
professionals beavering away 
in the middle of nowhere, 
testing teas, looking at the 
various chemicals found in 
tea, conidering how climate 
change will affect the tea 
growing areas.” 

The Kasiisi Porridge Project gives rural school-
children living near the Kibale National Park in 
Western Uganda a meal every day. Many of them walk 
barefoot up to eight miles each way daily and stay at 
school till 6.00 pm. Three-quarters of them are too 
poor to bring lunch and many go without breakfast. 

Porridge Progress in Uganda

 We have reached our target of £100,000 
for the first phase of the feeding programme.  
Next we need to raise funds to maintain the 
porridge provision while a farm is built which 
will sell produce in order to fund the future of 
the project. We are aiming for self-sufficiency 
within two years.

Our Patron, TV Chef Ainsley Harriot says, “Feeding a child costs less 
than you might think.” Less than £20 buys lunch for a child for a year. 
So why not fund a daily mug of porridge for one or more children? Your 
support can make all the difference to a child’s life.” More information 
from http://kasiisiporridge.org or contact Kate Wrangham Briggs, 90 
High Street, Wrestlingworth, Sandy, Beds  SG19 2EJ. Thank you.

green and black tea help the heart
“One of the facts I learned was that green tea and black tea are equally 
good at cardiovascular protection for the tea drinker. Black tea has a 
compound called Theanine, different from caffeine, which both makes 
you alert and relaxes you at the same time when you drink around three 
cups of tea. With tiny quantities of milk in this tea, the effect is much the 
same, but if you lace your tea with lots of milk then the effect is reduced.”

climate change and tea growing
“We also learned about the effects of climate change on tea growing. I 
am quite proud of the work they are doing. Tea grown at lower altitudes 
is likely to be affected as the temperature rises. The crop yield might be 
reduced and the flavour affected too. So tea growing will have to move 
to higher altitudes to compensate for this effect and to maintain the op-
timum temperature at which tea is grown, around 22 degrees centigrade.
Most of the teas grown in Sri Lanka are grown at lower levels, largely by 
subsistence farmers who won’t have the resources to move their cultiva-
tion to higher altitudes.”

Plans are well under way to build a school farm near Kasiisi Primary 
School. The first building is a chicken house and the Kasiisi Porridge 
Project is running an appeal to buy the first 500 to 1000 chicks. You 
can help this to happen by buying a chicken for £2. Just send a text to 
70070 with the message UKPP42 £2. Text a chicken today and help to 
get the school farm clucking



Hinxworth and Edworth WI see stars

 

Richard Stark is The 
English Caravan Com-
pany, has been for eighteen 
months. He took over a 
barn in Newnham. “Some-
one put me in touch with 
Tim Farr and I’ve been here 
ever since. I live in a little 
cottage at the other end of 
the barn.”

Caravans hand-made in Newnham

The meeting on Thursday January 12 2012 was well attended by WI 
members and their husbands and friends; the speaker was Nik Szymanek 
on the subject of Astrophotography.

He started by saying that he was not an astrologer who told fortunes 
but an astronomer with his interest being in the sky at night and the 
means of taking photographs of that subject.

The photographs he showed us were astonishing and many of them 
very beautiful. He said one difficulty of photographing in the modern 
day was the amount of street lighting which is why he often goes to the 
Canary Islands or Hawaii where out in the countryside there is more 
complete darkness. He also showed us photographs of his own back 
garden observatory, complete with his six dachshunds, and of the ob-
servatory on the island of La Palma in the Canary Islands. Our members 
and visitors enjoyed the evening so much that “more of the same, please” 
was the comment by one or two people.

75th birthday bash
Next month’s meeting  on  Friday 10th February 2012 is our 75th 
Birthday Dinner in the Village Hall, Hinxworth 7.15  for 7.30.  Meal 
served at 8pm. Members and invited guests only.
Carol Cheney

something really British
“A mate of mine asked me to refurbish his caravan. I did that and I 
thought I would like to do this for a living. I’m a carpenter and joiner 
by trade.  I wanted to get back into a joiner’s shop and I wanted to build 
something really really British,  a caravan based on a 1940’s style.”

caravan mobbed at Goodwood
“The first time we took it out we were at Goodwood Festival  and we were 
absolutely mobbed for the full three days. Then we went to Goodwood 
Revival about six weeks later and the same thing happened. Everyone 
loves the caravan because it is so different.  It is based on the shape of a 
teardrop. It will sleep two people. It has a TV and DVD player inside. In 
the rear you’ve got the sink, a single burner cooker, a fridge and storage 
space. The battery is in the back as well. It’s got everything you need in 
a small compact caravan.”

television series stokes interest
“This is just the prototype. I’ve got to finish this one, build the larger 
model. I don’t know yet whether I’ll need an investor or two.  I love 
being in the workshop, creating things. This is really a dream for me. I 
wouldn’t want to be doing anything else. The Granada “Ade in Britain” 
television series with Adrian Edmondson covered about 10,000 miles 
in the Teardrop in three months. 
They loved the caravan. It was 
great publicity for us.” I need to 
get the prototypes finished and 
then we’ll take it from there.” I 
asked whether the editorial Smart 
car might be able to tow the small 
teardrop.  “We will be using much 
lighter materials so the towing 
weight will be lower.  The small-
est Teardrop starts at £6995. The 
medium one starts at £8995. The 
full size two berth luxury tourer 
starts from about £27,000, that’s another thing altogether.”

genuine hand-built caravans
What if some Chinese manufacturer gets in ahead of you before you’ve 
got your production line going? “There will only ever be one English 
Caravan Company building genuine hand built caravans. I want to do 
something that I’m really really proud of, so people will know they’re 
taking out a genuine British product hand built in a little workshop in 
the English countryside, no compromise.”

and great fun too
“I used to live in Ampthill. Most of my work was in the building trade. 
My father was a master carpenter. I love it, I don’t want to do anything 
else. The design is pure retro with canal boat windows. It’s very well 
insulated, high tech insulation, three inch thick beneath the floor, cool 
in summer and warm in winter. The chassis is made in Hull. The small 
Teardrop will accommodate people up to 6 feet three inches tall. When-
ever Lyn and I take it out, wherever we stop, people gather round and 
talk to us about it. Great fun.” 
 More information on the website TheEnglishcaravancompany.com or 
on 01462 743904 or 07831 176034.
Patrick Forbes

Nik Szymanek about to be eaten alive by the Crab Nebula

Village Quiz raises £600 plus
Hinxworth’s annual 

quiz took place in the 
Village Hall on Saturday 
January 21st. Visiting 
quizmaster Les Wilsh-
er set us ten rounds of 
questions with a break 
for sandwiches half way 
through the evening.

There was a raffle and 
your editor won a bottle of good red wine. For me the evening really 
took off when we were asked what had been on this plot of land before 
the Village Hall was built. I immediately suggested our team write down 
“synagogue” remembering the April Fool joke published in Village Voice 
in April 2008.

When the round was marked,  we were all told that indeed a synagogue 
had been built here hundreds of years ago. That was the right answer, no 
question. “It was on the internet, published in your village newspaper.”

Which illustrates a cautionary principle. Beware of April Fool jokes 
which  are then published in back numbers of a journal on the internet. 
They can be understood as fact and believed to be true.

The winners of the competition were a team called “Boulez Vous” with 
150 points scored out of a possible 206. The members, David and Pippa 
Wayman, David and Lesley Lowe, David Osmond and John Winstone 
were cheered as David Wayman and David Osmond climbed to the stage 
to collect their trophy which they’ll keep for a year. Your editor woke the 
next morning still chortling at our village’s ancient history and wondering 
when the first Israeli tourists might arrive.



Church Services 
February 5th 10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth
February 12th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
February 19th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
February 26th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
              9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent, Newnham 

On the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 101 if you have suffered a 
crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immediate response 
if you have just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

March’s police surgery will be held in the Parish Room, Ashwell  10.30 
am until 12 pm on Saturday March 24th. No surgery in February.

 

 

 

Next Coach Trip 29th March 2012
  London Museum at the Barbican followed by a Tour of the Dock-

lands area led by a Blue Badge Guide who will join us at the Barbican 
We end up at a view point overlooking the Olympic site where she will 
talk about the area.   

We leave Ashwell Post Office at 9am returning from the Olympic site 
about 4pm. Cost £20.  Bookings and Information  Karen Mills  01462 
742155 or Hilary Masham  01462 742416

Interested in making your home one of the most envi-
r o n m e n t a l l y  f r i e n d l y  i n  y o u r  a r e a ?  T h i s  i s  y o u r 
chance to ta lk to someone who has  a lready done i t !  
Pioneering owners of some of the UK’s most energy efficient Super-
Homes will be hosting free open days between Saturday 17th March 
and Sunday 25th March 2012.

more energy efficient, more cosy
SuperHomes are older homes that have been refurbished to the highest 
standards of energy efficiency  –   resulting in greater comfort, significantly 
lower running costs and a reduction in carbon emissions of at least 60%. 
SuperHomes showcase a range of home improvements likely to become 
popular following the launch of the Green Deal in October 2012. The 
majority of SuperHomes are super-insulated so visitors with draughty 
old solid wall properties will discover some clever ways to make their 
home more comfortable in winter. In many cases renewable energy heats 
water, provides electricity or contributes to space heating. 

talk to someone who knows
Attending  an open  day  provides  the opportunity to speak to a home-
owner who has already done the thinking and undertaken and lived with 
some major improvements. Who could be better qualified to help you 
make the right choices?

try the website
The SuperHomes website makes it easy to find properties with features 
you may have on your wish list. SuperHomes open to the public in March, 
and at other times by appointment. For more information, or to book 
to attend an open day, visit www.superhomes.org.uk
Gordon Glass

SuperHome Open Days

Superfast Broadband Update
Since the Parish Council meeting on January 5th Jennifer Williams 

from H.C.C. has updated the Parish Council with the following:
“According to the information we have been given, Hinxworth is 

served by the Ashwell exchange, all 4 cabinets at the Ashwell exchange are 
included in the £1.1m BDUK funding which is allocated to HCC. Our 
Local Broadband Plan was submitted to BDUK just before Christmas but 
we have not heard back from them yet so there is little to report.  I will 
be in touch once we have some more news and are able to move forward 
with the demand stimulation and registration campaigns.”
Wendy Kitchener Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council

Snail’s pace maintained

If you see a crime being committed report it 
via 999 or ask someone else to report it if you 
can't leave the scene. If the crime has happened 
and you do not think the offenders are nearby call 

What to do if I witness a crime.

101. Don't intervene in a violent incident.
Pay attention to an offender's height, build, hair colour and length and 

in particular their clothes. You may be asked to describe them to police.

 what will we want to know?
We will normally ask: your name and address; the telephone number 
you are calling from; a main contact number, mobile or home number; 
the exact location of the incident you are reporting; the nature of the 
incident; descriptions of the people involved; whether you are a witness 
to the incident or reporting it on behalf of someone else; for you to stay 
on the line if you are still watching the incident. You can still report to 
the police anonymously through CrimeStoppers. 

vehicle crime
The Police have been saying for years that to leave your valuables in 

your car in plain view is asking for trouble.  We all lead busy lives and 
when in a hurry we think that leaving items in the car for only a couple 
of minutes is OK.  “I only left my mobile on the dash board for a few 
seconds” is a common remark the Police Officer will hear after your 
mobile phone has gone and all that remains is broken glass where your 
window once was. It only takes a few seconds and it’s gone. 

Would you leave £100 in notes on the back seat of your car in plain 
view?  No, why? Someone would steal it wouldn’t they?  We have to stop 
thinking that an object belonging to us is not as valuable as its equivalent 
in cash.  Just because it’s small, doesn’t mean it isn’t worth anything. 

We also have to remember that our own sense of morals cannot be 
assumed for others.  I personally wouldn’t throw a brick through your car 
window to take your Sat Nav but that doesn’t mean that others would 
not.  Leave nothing on show - big or small, night or day, out of sight 
and take the temptation away.

Saturday 17th March. Easter Extravaganza - Duck race, treasure hunt 
and stalls, Ashwell Springs 10am-1pm. 

Saturday 26th May Quiz at home. Voluntary hosts in and around 
Ashwell. To take part please email kate.heiss@gmail.com  

Saturday 7th July Ashwell Summer Dance St Mary’s Church, Ashwell 
7.30pm-12.00 am.

Ashwell Village Playgroup events

Bookkeeper
Specialising in Sole Traders & Small Businesses. 
For a personal, friendly service call Adrienne on 

01462 743979 
or e-mail adrienne.gumm@tiscali.co.uk

Dear Patrick,
I am constantly amazed at how much this small village of Hinxworth 

gives to charity.  So many villagers put their time, talents and energy into 
raising money for a variety of very worthwhile causes throughout the year.  
The last one in 2011 was the Community Christmas card which raised 
a wonderful amount and will be much appreciated by Garden House 
Hospice and Toybox.  I am sure many would join me in thanking all 
involved and encourage them to keep up the good work!
Betty Thorn


