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 Saturday 14th July, 7.30pm till late.  Th e Edworth Barn.  Dress code, 
black tie/ball gown, with masks.  All profi t will be donated to charity.  
Music by Mike O’Neill’s trio and Maxwell Hammer and Smith.  Th ree 
course meal, glass of sparkling wine on arrival and full bar.  Transport 
from the villages. Tickets £50 per head, cheques payable to Victoria 
Scales.  Tickets  are selling fast! 01462 742505.

Village Quiz returns to Village Hall
Saturday January 21st  Hinxworth Village Hall at 7.15 for 7.30 pm 

start. Tickets £5, licenced bar, snacks and sandwiches. teams four to six 
people. Quizmaster pro: Les Wilsher.

After four successful years as an interhouse quiz the Village Hall 
Management Committee has decided to return the quiz to the original 
format and venue, our superbly appointed village hall. Th e quizmaster 
is an experienced question setter. Th ere will be questions to suit all ages 
and interests and strengths with enough of a challenge for all. Get your 
brain cells in gear for January 21st. Put the date in your diary.  We look 
forward to seeing you. Tickets available from Claire Hay, 01462 742477 
and Sylvia Scales 01462 742505.

Masquerade ball to cele-
brate the Queen‛s Diamond 

Jubilee and the London 
Olympics.

Village Voice wishes all its readers 
a good New Year
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 Superfast Broadband – little progress
Here is further information on the Superfast Broadband situation. 

David Rumball has been monitoring the programme of Superfast Broad-
band in the U.K and suggests those interested look up the Openreach 
website for information:- http://www.openreach.co.uk/orpg/home/
products/super-fastfi breaccess/downloads/sff a_exchange_lists/future_ex-
changes.pdf

Biggleswade before Ashwell
Th is details that the Biggleswade exchange will have the superfast fi bre 
access in December 2012. Th ere is no mention of the Ashwell exchange 
that serves Hinxworth.  

no response from Broadband Delivery
I have just received the following answer  from Jennifer Williams H.C.C 
to my recent email and telephone call requesting an update since the 
meeting on November 1st:- “I’m afraid there is little to report since we 
met.  Our Local Broadband Plan has been submitted to BDUK but we 
have not heard back from them yet. I will be in touch once we have some 
more news.” I will continue to contact Jennifer on a regular basis for 
further updates. 

Andrew Young has copies of all the documentation Hinxworth has 
put together. Hopefully other villages in the area will now contact H.C.C. 
if they have not done so already.

Other than the above I have nothing further to report but as promised 
I will keep you all updated via our trusty Village Voice.

thanks, David
Many thanks again to David Rumball who is continuing his vigilant watch 
on all things technical and informative relevant to superfast broadband. 
Wendy Kitchener Clerk Hinxworth Parish Council  

Th ere are, as you will have heard, many changes occurring
within the Health Service.  At Ashwell Surgery, we have
always tried to take advantage of changes in order to
improve the services we can provide for our patients.
One of the current initiatives is the formation of a
‘Patient Reference Group’, or PRG. Th is is not a body
which will meet formally, face-to-face, rather a group of
people, broadly representative of our patient population,
who will make suggestions regarding all aspects of our
services, and whose opinions we can canvass via postal or
on-line questionnaires, in order to make improvements
where we can. 

fi fty patients needed
We are hoping to recruit around fi fty or so people for
this group, between now and the end of January.
If you would like to contribute to this scheme, please
complete the PRG Form available from the surgery, or via
the new surgery website www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/index.
aspx?p=d81047
Peter Chapman

A chance to improve healthcare

New Year at the Three Horseshoes
New Year’s Eve celebrations – all welcome at the pub for a traditional 

night seeing in 2012.  Burns Night – A repeat of last year’s great night 
– Wednesday 25th January – four courses £15.

A reminder that on Christmas Eve there is a midnight Communion 
service at St Nicholas Church at 11.30 pm. On Christmas morning 
there is a Communion Service at 9.30 am at St Vincent’s Church, 
Newnham. At 10 am there is a carols and reading family service at St 
Nicholas, Hinxworth. All welcome.



Please send all copy and pictures for February’s Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 
18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email fool1@patrickforbes.plus.
com, by January 20th. Village Voice is published by Forbes Services Ltd and can 
be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 don‛t miss copy deadline

It was decided that this year due to the fact that in February 2012 we 
would be celebrating our 75th Birthday Party hopefully with a bang, the 
Christmas celebration would be a low key affair, so we went to Frost’s 
Garden Centre at Willington on December 8th. We met in the car park 
of The  Three Horseshoes  to sort out travelling arrangements. There were 
12 of us and five guests and  we realised that we had too much transport 
so a double up was arranged. The evening was showery with an extremely 
high wind, I was in our car and arranged to give a lift to Yvonne Tookey 
and Viv Hughes. We drove round to the Tookeys and were proceeding to 
take various items out of Yvonne’s car for Viv to hand them over to our 
president, her daughter, when we arrived at the Garden Centre.  

giggling at two drowned rats
All was well  the ladies were sorting out the items when suddenly the 
heavens opened and the heaviest rain of the year came down in stair rods 
on to these two unfortunate ladies who were only protected by two very 
small lady-like umbrellas. Annette Forbes and I sat in the car helpless and 
giggling at the two very drowned rats. They got into the car and Viv said, 
“Its gone right through to my underwear.” She was soaked, but not to be 
beaten the heater went on and by the time we got to Willington we had 
got up a good head of steam inside the car. Who says the WI can’t cope 
with what ever life throws at us? We had some food at Willington, had a 
good look round at all the goodies on display.  Christmas presents were 
bought and we proceeded homeward in a damp but drier evening.

Next months meeting;  Thursday January 12th 2012, 7.45pm, Vil-
lage Hall, Hinxworth, subject Astrophotography. This meeting is an 
open meeting so all members, non-members, husbands, partners, and  
all others are cordially invited.
Carol Cheney

Hinxworth and Edworth WI 

Past and present members of Hinxworth and Edworth Carpet Bowls 
Club met at Stotfold Mill, for a get together organised by chairman John 
Tookey. We were given a tour of the now completely refurbished mill 
which smelt delightfully of recently applied linseed oil to the wood of 
which  the mill is predominantly constructed. We admired the expert 
carpentry, a joy to behold, and the wonder of the enormous  water wheel 
and the toothed wheels which turn the grinding stones 

John gives potted history and prizes
 From there we proceeded to the tea room to be met with warmth, and  
tables laden with  every imaginable  sandwich  and cake and mince pies, all 
prepared by a bevy of volunteer ladies. After several cups of tea,  excellent 
sandwiches and cakes, John Tookey stood up and gave a brief history of 
the bowls club for those members who had only recently joined. Then 
he gave out the end of year prizes.  David Osmond won first prize for 
the men.  First prize for the ladies went to Marion Bridgewater from 
Biggleswade, runner up Chris Pickett.
Carol Cheney

Steve Mills - a Clean Sweep

Steve Mills of High Street House, Hinxworth, is a full time firefighter 
working four days on then having four days off. “Firefighters don’t get 
paid the best of wages so I decided to look at doing something flexible 
which was really needed. I’d been trying to find a chimney sweep to sweep 
two chimneys. I phoned in October and was given a date in January. Half 
a dozen sweeps seemed to be similarly busy so I looked into it. Chimney 
sweeping is neither licensed or regulated. Anyone can get hold of a set of 
drain rods and a brush and a Henry vacuum cleaner and start sweeping. 
You’re not going to get the best sweep that way. They’ve found that soot 
is carcinogenic so you don’t want to end  up with someone who hasn’t 
done a course.”

learning from a Cambridge master
“I’m a member of the Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps, and I completed 
a five day course in Cumbria. It was very comprehensive. I learned a 
lot about the diferent kinds of stoves, fuels, why a fire might not be 
drawing properly, burning correctly, whether it is dangerous. After the 
course I had to spend three days with a master sweep, who had 15 years 
experience in Cambridge. I learned a lot from him. A further two days’ 
assessment followed that practical placement.”

carbon monoxide danger
“Fitting sweeping in with my work as a firefighter based in Paddington 
is easy and it makes sense given that I already go 
into people’s homes giving them advice on fire 
prevention, smoke alarms and carbon monoxide 
alarms. I strongly recommend people to fit carbon 
monoxide  alarms as the gas is an invisible killer, 
one of the most dangerous gases there is. I have 
swept a number of chimneys in this village, and 
perhaps a total of 70 around the area. I hope to have swept around 100 
by the time the season finishes in February. I believe everyone should 
have their chimney cleaned once a year, preferably before the heating 
season starts. In my first year I’m charging just £45.  Most of the soot 
is formed about a third of the way up the chimney. If you are burning 
freshly cut logs, damp  logs then it’s worth getting it swept twice a year. 
If your chimney is blocked then I’ll assess what needs doing and tell 
you the price. My telephone number is 01462 417006 and my mobile 
number is 07736 172988. I have a  website which you can find at www.
millschimneyservices.co.uk”

Carpet Bowls‛ first Christmas party

pictures: Carol Cheney

Christmas plays raise £363.30 for Africa

Pictures from Ashwell School by Sam Coates and Paula Merrell



December 24th Midnight Communion St Nicholas Hinxworth11.30 pm
December 25th Holy Communion St Vincent’s Church Newnham 9.30 am
December 25th Carols and Readings St Nicholas Church Hinxworth 10 am
January 5th Hinxworth Parish Council  Village Hall 8 pm
January 12th  WI Astrophotography meeting – 7.45pm Village Hall
January 21st Village Quiz Hinxworth Village Hall 7.15 pm for 7.30 pm
January 21st Ashwell School PTA Burns Night see page 4
January 25th Burns Night at the Three Horseshoes, see page one
July 14th 2012 Masquerade Ball. Hinxworth Village Hall 

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth Parish Council

 

Hinxworth Parish Council held on 1st December 2011 in the village 
hall at 7pm. Present: Mr  L. Whitfield, Chairman, Mr A.Cullen, Mr D 
Osmond, Mr E. Sore, Mr P. Watler. Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk. Other 
persons attending: Tony Hunter Hertfordshire County Councillor, Ken 
Barnett, Village Resident.

The main issues discussed were as follows:-
Highways: Tony Hunter addressed the meeting in response to Ken 

Barnett’s concern over the state of the road surface in the High Street. 
The Joint Members Panel has now been down sized thus freeing up 

£90,000 for each County Councillor to allocate to structural Highways 
projects. Hinxworth is therefore one of the three chosen Villages to 
benefit. £26,000 have been allocated for the strip patching, planing 
and skimming of the road surface in the High Street. This will take 
place in Spring 2012. Additionally Tony was also pleased to notify the 
Councillors of the availability of a salt allocation for each Village this 
winter of 850 kg’s. The Clerk has now applied for this allocation of salt 
and delivery is awaited.

Finance: Precept 2012/2013: The budget as compiled by the Clerk was 
agreed by the Councillors. They agreed unanimously the Annual Precept 
2012/2013 is to remain at £10370 for the seventh consecutive year. 

The N.H.D.C Rural Pot: £1K has been received from this fund to be 
allocated to the provision for the  hardstanding area by the bottle bank. 

Election Expenses: The Council received an invoice on November 
17th for £565.91 for the May election expenses. The invoice for the 2007 
election was for £166.27. The Councillors agreed Andrew Young should 
be notified as it is their intention not to pay the £565.91. 

Village Hall: The Parish Councillors agreed to write to the Village 
Hall Management Committee to convey  their thanks for a very suc-
cessful Village Supper held on November 19th . An all time record sum 
of £3000.00 was raised on the evening. 

North Herts Association of  Parish Town and Community Councils: 
Wendy Kitchener has been a member of the working party to bring all 
the above groups together to broadly encourage co-operation between 
member councils for their mutual benefit. It is hoped group arrange-
ments will also help to reduce costs. To date the annual inspection of 
Hinxworths Childrens Play Area has benefited from a group contract 
reducing the cost from £66.00 per annum to £47.50. To date there is 
a programme in place to try to get all Parish,Town and Community 
Councils signed up so the Association can go ahead. The Councillors 
agreed to Hinxworth being a member of the Association.

The Notice Board in the Pub Car Park: It has been brought to the 
Councillors’ attention the inside glass requires cleaning. As always Margaret 
Patten has agreed take on the task on this occasion. Many thanks Margaret.    

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday January 5th 2012 at  8.00 pm 
in the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council 

Vincent‛s Newnham Bodyshop

Vincent’s Bodyshop  has been at Newnham Hall Barn for about three 
months. Vince Gross told Village Voice,  “We work with any car or van. 
We carry out anything from a small scratch repair to a major respray, 
insurance work or non insurance work. We are open  Mondays to Fridays 
from 8.30 am until 5.30 pm. We had a unit in Letchworth and moved 
to Newnham because we needed more space. Three of us work here. I 
have been doing this work since I was 17.” A villager told me that she was 
amazed at the quality of the work: “I can’t believe there was a major dent 
there on my car.” Contact Vince on 01462 743851 or 07596 004034.

Pictures from Ashwell School by Sam Coates and Paula Merrell

Villagers made their way to St Nicholas Church on December 7th for a  
stunning concert  of seasonal music given by Letchworth Community Choir, 
followed by a glass or two of wine.. We hope the choir will return next year .

LEAF Funding
The government has just announced a £10 million funding pot called 

LEAF, Local Energy Assessment Fund. This funding is open to com-
munity groups and parish councils but needs to be spent by 31st March 
2012. DECC describes the fund as being designed to help communities 
to accelerate their activity on energy and climate change. It can pay for: 
energy surveys of buildings; energy saving demonstration projects such 
as exemplar homes or community spaces; workshops to help local people 
take action to save energy; reports on what more needs to be done in 
your area in the way of energy efficiency; engagement events ahead of 
the above studies to generate interest.

Where the above has already been done the funding may be able to 
facilitate: area-wide renewable energy studies to see what would work; 
feasibility studies into specific renewable energy projects.

money for studies
The money is not available for installing technologies which would benefit 
from Feed in Tariffs or the Renewable Heat Incentive, but could be used 
for studies into whether those technologies would be suitable. Please see 
the following link for further information  ww.decc.gov.uk/en/content/
cms/news/pn11_107/pn11_107.aspx

help available for grant bids
If your Parish is in a position to bid for this funding, National Energy 
Foundation, NEF, may be able to offer some professional support to help 
your bid succeed. If your outline proposal clearly has good potential, 
NEF could help you strengthen it. The cost of this professional support 
will then be built into your bid and paid for only in the event of your 
bid being successful. Outline proposals, one side of A4, should be sent 
to communities@nef.org.uk
Gordon Glass



Church Services 
December 24th 11.30 pm Midnight Communion St Nicholas
December 25th 9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent, Newnham
                       10 am  Carols and readings St Nicholas, Hinxworth
January 1st 10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth
January 8th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
January 15th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St Nicholas, Hinxworth
January 22nd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
              9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent, Newnham 
January 29th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth

On the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 101 if you have suff ered a 
crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immediate response 
if you have just suff ered a crime and for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Soup Lunch
January’s Soup Lunch will be on 
Friday 13th in Hinxworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

January’s surgery will be held in the Parish Room, Ashwell  10.30 am 
until 12 pm on Saturday January 14th.

 

 

 

Christmas Refreshments 
    Ashwell URC                       10/11 December 

     Saturday            10.30  am - 5 pm   

    Sunday         12 noon -  5 pm               

Sponsoring 

 

  
          

 Police are urging people to give cold callers 
a frosty reception this winter in a bid to prevent 
distraction burglary and related doorstep crime.

 Frozen pipes, burst water mains and general 

USA move household sale
As we prepare to move to the 

US, we wish to sell many household 
items that will not function on US 
electricity and roads or are other-
wise surplus to requirements.  

limitless list
Th e list includes, but is not lim-
ited to, the following items:  Our 
two cars, a treadmill and exercise 
bicycle, audio and television/
DVD equipment, small kitchen 
appliances, lawn mowers and gar-
den tools, two newly purchased 
wrought iron beds, one antique, 
one from And So to Bed, and other 
miscellaneous goods, including 
offi  ce electricals.  All items are in 
excellent quality and condition.  
Availability to early February.

Please contact us at the fol-
lowing e-mail address should you 
wish more information: peter.
g.butler@btinternet.com.  Tel-
ephone: 07711 719009.

Many thanks! 
Linda and Peter Butler

Give cold callers a frosty 
reception this winter

problems with the water supply – these are just some of the excuses 
doorstep conmen, who are otherwise known as distraction burglars, 
will give this time of the year to try to con their way into someone’s 
home to steal.

Police are urging residents, particularly the elderly, to be aware of 
these tricks and not to let anyone into their homes.

  heating oil security
Now a high-value commodity, heating oil is often stolen at night
 MOVE IT: If the tank is located away from the house, move 

it closer where you can keep a better eye on it 
 SCREEN IT: If the tank can be seen from the road, then screen 

it with fencing or hedging. 
 CAGE IT: Consider building a metal cage around it with a 

secure entrance gate. 
 CONCEAL PIPE WORK: Reduce the locations where it can 

be attacked. Conceal external pipe work. 
 CUT THE POWER SUPPLY: Ensure that any electrical control 

boxes or switches are in a secure environment. (Your house?) 
 BLOCK VEHICLE ACCESS: Keep vehicles as far away from 

your tank as possible, Use locked gates, parking posts or hooped barriers. 
Install a driveway alert monitor

 INVEST IN GOOD LIGHTING: Fit movement activated 
lighting and consider the type that activates a buzzer in the house when 
it switches on. Adjust the sensitivity to prevent false alarms. 

 CHECK YOUR HOME INSURANCE: Ensure that your 
home insurance covers you for the loss/theft of your heating oil.

Dear Editor,
I understand that a letter to  

Hinxworth Village Voice expressing 
widely held views of the driving ex-
perience in Ashwell, has now reached 
the ears of their Parish Council. 

 As this letter was not addressed 
to them in the fi rst place it is in-
teresting that they found time to 
discuss it.  Alternatively they could 
have dismissed it as ramblings 
from some moaning old geezer in 
an adjacent village who has little 
or no knowledge of what goes on 
in Ashwell.

In any event I am not expecting 
any improvements in the situation.

Th ere are a lot of good things 
in Ashwell…but none of these 
involve the motor car.
Ian Wilkinson

Ashwell School PTA are host-
ing again this year Burns Night 
Supper 21st January at 7.30pm 
for 8pm £15.00 for ticket. 3 course 
supper including a “wee dram”, 
Scottish music and dancing, Ad-
dress to the Haggis, Traditional 
Speeches, Piper.

limited spaces
 Th is is usually a sell out and we 
have limited spaces to accomodate 
so book early. 

Cal l  Ashwel l  School  on 
0 1 4 6 2  7 4 2 2 9 7  o r  e m a i l 
michellejwoods@hotmail.com

Ashwell School Burns Night

Cars in Ashwell

Shame if you didn’t get to visit 
the Tree Festival at the United Re-
formed Church in Ashwell. It was 
their fi rst such event. Local groups 
had decorated trees with objects  
illustrating their  activities. Ashwell 
School decorated their tree with 
objects knitted by their sewing and 
knitting group. Th e festival raised  
£1850 for Cancer Research.

Newnham News
If, as is claimed, brevity is the 

soul of wit then this report from 
Sheila Rosendale must be the most 
witty ever. “Reporting a recent 
race night in our village hall also 
the reopening of our St Vincent’s 
Church after several months of 
necessary repairs. Ladies who 
lunch celebrating out of town 
this month.”Th ank you to Sheila 
and to all who report news, take 
photographs, print, proof-read and 
distribute Village Voice. Without 
you, it would not appear.
Patrick Forbes

Loo in our skip
I t  w o u l d 

be a kindness 
if the person 
who dumped 
a lavatory in 
S t  Ni c h o l a s 
Church  sk ip 
made a contri-
bution to the cost of installing a 
loo on the church site. 


