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The Big Jubilee Lunch 

Sunday June 3rd from 1 pm 
The Three Horseshoes Hinxworth

 see May edition for details   

 Don’t miss early copy deadline
Please send all copy and pictures for July’s Village Voice to Annie Cullen, 1 Christy’s 
Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. villagevoice3@gmail.com by June 15th. Village 
Voice, published by Forbes Services Ltd,  can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

Come and join in the fun on the 
Hinxworth recreation ground.

Music and glow sticks, you bring 
your friends and gazebos!

Also bring your own drinks and 
BBQs. 

To book call Sylvia 01462 
742505 or drop money in to 12 

Francis Road, Hinxworth.
First come first served for choice 

of pitches.
£5 for adults before June 15th, 

£6 on the day.
£2.50 for children under 11, £3 

on the day

The Voice team doubles
129 issues and still going strong, yours is the voice that matters, that 

has always been the guiding principle behind this publication, with its 
happy typeface and helpful mission to spread news and ideas and pictures 
around our small corner of the world.

local reporters sought
In the last month our volunteer staff numbers have been boosted by 50% as 
the editorial team of Patrick and Ed have been joined by Annie Cullen and 
me.  With further thoughts of staff expansion we are looking for volunteer 
local reporters from Caldecote, Edworth and Newnham.  Just imagine, 
you wake up one morning and think, “Oh my God, I’ve got to write my 
story for Village Voice!” Who knows, this could be the start of an amazing 
journalistic career. Just as local newspapers shrink  and dailies turn into 
weeklies, Village Voice appears to enjoy rude health. If you are interested 
in these roles do get in touch via our new email address villagevoice3@
gmail.com and help to keep the Village Voice in tune with all of you.
Colin Bone

That is the question Beverly Burrows of Farrowby Farm is asking us, 
and if the people of Hinxworth say yes, she will set up a village shop for 
a six month trial.

With today’s busy life-styles, coming home to find that there is no 
milk, bread or tea can mean another journey out of the village.  If the 
shop gets the green light, with dogs being welcome at Farrowby you could 
wander down with the whole family or enjoy a short cycle ride together, 
exercise, locally sourced goods and entertainment all within the village.

dropping your parcels
Another service Beverly is considering is Farrowby Parcel Drop. If you 
love internet shopping but hate waiting in, or, indeed can’t be home for 
a parcel delivery, why not use Farrowby as the delivery address?  Collect 
at your convenience knowing your parcel has been looked after safely.  
A great service with a small fee makes this a winner for all.  What do 
you think?

New attractions and increased opening times, 6 days a week 10am 
to 4pm, over the summer vacation period, will make a visit even easier.  
Whilst the core business of the farm, pigs and turkeys, remains, new 
resident creatures include four chipmunks, two pygmy goats and of 
course, the spring lambs.

Do write and let Beverly know if you like these ideas and want to 
support this local initiative. If you reply in sufficient numbers then 
Hinxworth will have a shop. It is up to you.  pigs@farrowbyfarm.co.uk

New assistant editor...
Colin Bone has joined the Village Voice team. He and Deborah 

moved to Hinxworth from Letchworth last October, living in Place 
Farm, New Inn Road. He worked on the Old Warden Village News 
in the past and his new role means that he will keep a close eye on the 
Editor and restrain him from some of the more outrageous pieces he 
might otherwise write. Colin taught trainee teachers at Bedford Col-
lege for 14 years. Deborah is in charge of the Step Two  unit at Starfish 
House in Stevenage which addresses children’s emotional and mental 
health problems.

 “I saw Village Voice before I moved here and once here thought I 
would get involved,” said Colin.

...and layout artist
Annie Cullen brings a wide experience to her new role with Village 
Voice. She used to work as a project manager in market research. With 
a friend she has designed and produced a range of re-cycled wrapping 
paper, mentioned last December in Village Voice. That range has now 
been widened and can be seen at www.re-wrapped.co.uk  

“I’m delighted to have had a major hand in producing this edition of 
Village Voice. Getting to know InDesign software from a standing start 
and putting this edition together has been an enjoyable challenge,” said 
Annie. I can think of others who, confronted with the task,would have 
left the country or committed ritual suicide.Welcome both!
Patrick Forbes

 Party in the 
Park - June 

30th

Hinxworth village shop?



June 3rd Big Jubilee Lunch Three Horseshoes, see page 1
June 13th Hinxworth Allotments stalls, Baldock Market, see page 3
June 14th 7.45pm Jordans Mill, WI talk see this page
June 15th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 pm - 2 pm
June 23rd Ashwell School Fun Day, 12pm - 4pm see  this page 
June 30th Party in the Park Hinxworth Recreation Ground, see page 1
June 30th 7pm Chamber Music Concert, Hitchin, see this page  
July 14th-15th Caldecote Church Fuchsia Festival, see page 4
July 14th 2012 Masquerade Ball in Edworth Barn 
July 15th Newnham Church Lunch, Newnham Hall Cottage 1 pm, see page 3
July 15th 11.30am Chamber Music Concert, Radwell Church, see this page
July 25th Village outing to Norfolk,  all places taken, see page 4
September 22nd Logan Diggle concert in St Nicholas Church
November 17th Memphis Jazz Band concert in St Nicholas Church
November 24th Village Supper Hinxworth Village Hall, see above

Dates for your diary

Nothing like hard work!
Well, for your com-

puter battery that is.
Overheard at a re-

cent Soup Lunch in 
the village hall were 
two people complain-
ing that their laptop 
batteries had had it and 
they weren’t looking 
forward to spending 
around £70 for new 

War and Peace is one of the longest books ever printed. Peter Robbins, 
a keen member of Caldecote Church Friends, an organisation which works 
to help maintain the tiny redundant medieval church, is planning to sit 
in the building and read the book out loud, page by page. He is inviting 
sponsorship of this marathon endeavour which will take place between 
08.00 to 12.00 Monday to Friday and 08.00 to 16.00 Saturday and 
Sunday from 20th June until 1st July. Visitors to the church during this 
time are invited to put cash into a donation box.  Alternatively, donations 
are welcome via www.charitygiving.co.uk/peterrobbins Peter estimates 
that the full reading will take approximately 60 hours!  All of the money 
raised will be used specifically for restoration work at Caldecote Church. 

More information about the church friends can be found at  www.
caldecotechurchfriends.org.uk

War and Peace out loud

Village Supper November 24th. Entertainment is needed - please get 
in touch if you are willing to do a turn!

We also need hostesses so if you would like to organise a table please 
let me know.
Sylvia Scales 01462 742505.

Village Supper - plan early!

Saturday June 30th 2012 at 7.00pm at Christchurch, Bedford Road, 
Hitchin SG5 1HF, as part of the Hitchin Festival, “M Programme and 
M buffet supper” featuring Eagle 4: Christine Bunning soprano, Diana 
Levitas violin; Kate Elmitt piano; Catherine Wilmers cello.

Mingle with the Musicians after listening to music by Mendelssohn, 
Mozart, Mascagni, Massenet, Mussorgsky, Billy Mayerl (Marigold), Peter 
Martin, Fanny Mendelssohn & May Mukle.

Tickets £15 including ‘M’ buffet supper; students, under 18s:  £6.  
Tel 01462 730490.

 Trio de Baugé at Radwell
Sunday July 15th 2012 at 11.30am, Radwell Church, near Baldock, 

Trio de Baugé:   Hélène Julien violin; Abraham Quivooij viola; Catherine 
Wilmers cello.  Beethoven Serenade Op.8, Dohnányi Serenade, Schubert 
Trio D 471.

Tickets £12, (£10 concessions; £5 under 18) including sherry and 
home-made biscuits!  Tel 01462 730490

Chamber Music Concerts

An enthusiastic Dr. Geoff Conybeare visited the WI on Thursday 10th 
May to speak to us about The Art of Bonsai.  Thinking we were in for a 
talk on a rather dry subject, we were pleasantly surprised.

Dr. Conybeare became interested in Bonsai whilst living in China, 
Japan and other Far Eastern countries.  Bonsai was first thought of by 
the Chinese who perfected the art of growing small trees in 2,205 BC, 
when an Emperor of the day had a garden measuring 70 square miles.

Bonsai means “Plant in a shallow tray”.  In 200 BC the art of Bonsai 
in the Emperor’s garden was taken over by Buddhist monks. Later it was 
taken on by the Japanese and became an art form.  In 1909 the Japanese 
had an exhibition at Kew, and built the pagoda there.

cutting down to size
Dr  Conybeare brought nine different Bonsai that he had grown over the 
years, and told us of the different shapes that can be obtained: upright; 
cascade and windswept designs to name but three.  He went on to explain 
how to cut down a 15ft tree and by grafting make a small tree.  This can 
be planted in a shallow pot and over the years with careful pruning, can 
become a Bonsai.  In 1989, he became president of The Mid Beds Bonsai 
Club. These plants need a lot of watering and care so when members go 
on holiday other club members step in and care for the plants.

Jordan’s Mill comes to Hinxworth
Next months meeting: “Jordan’s Mill”, to be confirmed, Thursday June 
14th 2012 in The Village Hall, Hinxworth, at 7.45pm. All members and 
non- members welcome.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI

Ashwell School Family Fun Day
23rd June from 12pm to 4pm

A bouncy castle, Donkey Rides, BBQ & Bar, Pimms Tent, Music 
with Phil Hobbis, Face Painting, Egg throwing, Swimming Pool, Punch 
and Judy and magic show, Cake Bake off Competition 

Village Running club?
Would anyone be  interested 

in getting together to join a run-
ning/ jogging club.   Meeting a 
couple of nights a week, possibly  
Monday/ Wednesday/Friday very 
steady pace. 

Please call Neil Watts  on 
07881 788086.

Does anyone out there want an 
exercise class to run in the Village 
Hall from September?

Please contact me, Sylvia 
Scales, as a matter of urgency so I 
can make arrangements. Ring me 
on 01462 742505 or by e-mail 
sylviamedia@gmail.com

  Carol Cheney

ones.  “My computer battery has hardly been used because I keep my 
machine plugged into the mains all the time .... and now it’s useless.  I 
can’t understand it”. 

The thing is with computer batteries, you have to make them work 
really hard for a living.  Plug them into the mains to charge them and then 
disconnect so that the laptop runs on the battery until the computer gives 
you a screen message to say plug it into the mains again.  The chemistry 
of the battery contents just needs this constant charge and discharge to 
live a long and happy life.

So ... if you want to avoid those hefty prices for a new computer 
battery, just remember to unplug your machine from the mains once 
your battery is charged.

Good home wanted for lovely computer desk
Free to good home, bespoke large com-

puter and accessories desk with sliding shelf. 
To be collected. “Please, please give me a 
home,” said the object in question. “It’s no 
fun being unwanted and unloved.” Contact 
Lance Jenkins on  01462 742987.

Exercise class



Parish Council Meeting - May 2012
Present: Mr L. Whitfield Chairman, Mr A. Cullen, Mr D.Osmond, 

Mr  E. Sore, Mrs W. Kitchener Clerk. Apologies: Mr P. Watler.
Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes of March 1st meeting were 

accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
Finance: Current Parish Council Funds: The Councillors agreed to 

sign the cheques for the current month’s expenditure. The current income 
and expenditure figures were distributed at the meeting.

Audit 2011/2012: Tony Devaney has kindly agreed to audit the Par-
ish Council accounts. He and Wendy Kitchener will meet to complete 
this process ready for the accounts to be signed off at the next Parish 
Council Meeting on June 7th. 

Planning: The Ground at the rear of the War Memorial: The licence 
for this parcel of land for the new owner of Mole End is to be updated. 

Planning Application 11/01347/1 Land at the Rear of the Cottages 
High Street, Hinxworth, SG7 5HQ. The Parish Councillors have agreed 
their decision made at the July 2011 meeting still stands. Richard Tiffin 
Planning Officer N.H.D.C. has been notified accordingly.

Highways: Hinxworth High Street: The Parish Council has been 
provided with the plan from Hertfordshire Highways for the resurfacing 
of the High Street. The Councillors are concerned the resurfacing does 
not cover the length of the High Street. New Inn Road: Hertfordshire 
Highways have been notified of the number of potholes along New Inn 
Road requiring repair. Pothole reference no. 201004308500.  

Hedges New Inn Road: These need cutting back.
Salt Containers: Tony Hunter to be contacted regarding his offer of 

two salt containers for the Village.
Village Hall: Hard Standing by the plastic refuse container: The Parish 

Council has had a response from N.H.D.C. that they require planning 
permission to install a hardstanding on this land. Paul Watler is in the 
process of providing a specification for the project. 

Additional Helpers: The Village Hall Management Committee has 
welcomed five new members to their team. 

Future Long Term Capital Funding for the Village Hall: Les Whit-
field and Sylvia Scales to discuss.  

Tennis Court: Ashwell Tennis Club has shown interest in hiring 
the court. 

 Allotments: Funds Requested: The Councillors agreed to release the 
sum of £150.00 from the Allotment Reserves, on receipt of an invoice, 
to go towards the fencing off of the site. Access Road: This requires re-
dressing with 20mm washed stone for the sum of £160. Paul Watler has 
kindly agreed to meet half the cost. The Parish Council agreed to meet 
the other 50% from the Allotment Reserves. 

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday June 7th 2012 at 7.00 pm in 
the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8.00 p.m.   

As the wildlife have taken a liking to the growing crops on the allotments the 
Committee have decided that the entire area needs to be fenced.  This will obviously 
be a big expense and with this in mind we are embarking on some fund raising 
events.  The first of these is a stall at Baldock Market on Wednesday 13th June.  We 
aim to sell anything in good condition i.e. toys, books, jewellery, plants, scarves etc.  
If anyone can contribute saleable items please let me know. Home made cakes would 
also be very welcome.  Do support this venture by visiting our stall, we would love to 
see you.  The first contribution to our fencing fund has come from the North Herts 
District Council, Arbury Ward via Andrew Young with a grant of £365 for which 
we are most grateful.  There are still some plots to rent and as the weather is improv-
ing, now is a good time to start ‘growing your own’.  We can help you get started.
Betty Thorn, Chair, Allotment Group

Fencing the Allotments

It’s amazing just how much stuff people throw away. Interesting too 
the energy drinks people consume before tiring themselves out throwing 
the cans out of their car!  Working my way down Ashwell Road from St 
Nicholas Church, I found the usual crisp packets, old bits of newspaper, 
drinks cartons and bottles. Then deep within the hedgerow I discovered 
a cache of stuff which must have been dumped there by someone who 
services cars or lorries. There were containers for engine oil and other 
car and lorry products, the remains of a lorry side mirror, a shirt, a pair 
of trainers, a complicated piece of plastic plumbing pipework. When I 
had added these to my plastic bin bag, it was nearly full so I called at 
Silverbury Farmhouse and asked for a further bag to fill. I left the first 
bag there and walked on my way. 

behold, a pair of socks
I found a Virginia Mild tobacco packet, a copy of the Comet news-

paper and a pair of socks. My final find near the turn off to Arbtree Farm 
was a Ford car wheel embellisher - why do we buy cosmetics for cars? I 
returned to the church, collected the car, retrieved the first rubbish bag 
and  reported back to Sylvia.  Should you and I meet and you confess 
to liking Mild Virginia tobacco and Stella Artois, reading the Comet 
newspaper and you can’t remember where you left your socks, shirt and 
trainers, it could prove to be an animated conversation.

 Maria hosted the May lunch, serving a gorgeous four course meal in 
her delightful kitchen cum dining room. There was much nattering and 
making of plans for another trip, which will probably leave “mother” 
at home.

Newnham’s Coffee Morning in aid of Church funds on May 23rd 
saw around 40 people enjoying themselves strolling around Lodge Cot-
tage. We raised £214.50. Thank you to everyone who helped to make 
this a happy morning.
Sheila Rosendale
Get your tickets for the best lunch of all

The Newnham Parish Lunch Party will be held at Newnham Hall 
Cottage on Sunday July 15th at 1 pm. There will be stalls, a raffle and 
swimming and of course the legendary lunch to die for. Tickets adults 
£12, Children under 12 £4, available from Audrey Whalley on 01462 
742517 and Sue Bain on 01462 742284.

The Big Tidy Up

Wendy Kitchener, Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council

Patrick Forbes

St George’s Day Lunch raises £485
Around forty people enjoyed a  delicious three course lunch in Newn-

ham Village Hall on Sunday  April 22nd.Daphne and Chris organised 
a quiz which was won by a small visiting horde of Hinxworthians, who 
later escaped with their lives.Thanks to all who arranged a very pleasant 
village event.

News from Newnham

We had hoped to bring you a picture of all those who tidied up the  
village on Saturday May 19th.The pictures were taken, links were sent to 
Village Voice email address but when we tried to access them, alas, they 
were not where we thought they would be. So, apologies  and thanks to all 
the splendid volunteers who did so much to tidy up our beautiful village. 

Plane crash closes Newnham Way

Our thoughts are with the pilot and his family after a light aircraft 
crash-landed in a field adjacent to Newnham Way, this led to the closure 
of the road whilst the emergency services attended the scene. The accident 
occurred after 6:00 pm on Friday 18th of May. The pilot was taken to 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital in Cambridge where , as we went to press, he 
was said to be in a critical but stable condition.

picture courtesy of Comet and Royston Crow



Church Services
June 3rd 10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth
June 10th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
June 17th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth        
June 24th 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth 
        9.30am Holy Communion, St. Vincent, Newnham 

On the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 101 if you have suffered a 
crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immediate response 
if you have just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Soup Lunch
June’s Soup Lunch will be on Friday 15th in Hinxworth Village Hall 
from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

Views and opinions expressed in Village Voice are those of the authors and not 
necessarily those of the Editor who labours hard to exclude anything which 
might be considered  libellous or downright malicious. 

Sat/Sunday, 14th – 15th July, 10am – 4pm  St Mary Magdalene 
Church, Caldecote. The Beds and Herts Fuchsia Society, will hold a  
Fuchsia Festival. Admission is free and refreshments will be available.

Caldecote Fuchsia Festival

Spring rainfall in Hinxworth
We have all been aware that the exceptionally dry month of March 

this year was followed by a particularly wet April.  Since 1982 John 
Cheney has kept careful records of weather in Hinxworth and has kindly 
lent me his data.

March had only 22.5mm of rain, of which 16mm fell on the 4th.  
There was no rainfall at all in the last fortnight.  April, by contrast, had 
120mm, the wettest day being Saturday 29th with 28mm.  In fact the 
month of April was wetter here in both 1998 and 2000, each having 
125mm of rain; whereas in 2007 and 2011 we received only 2mm and 
4mm respectively.

Over the past thirty years Hinxworth’s average annual rainfall has been 
634mm.  It was greatest in 2008 and 2004, with totals of 887mm and 
865mm respectively, while the driest year was 1997 with only 430mm, 
followed by last year with 461mm. 

It will take some time before recent rain filters down through the 
rocks of the chalk hills to the south of us and from where our main sup-
ply is drawn.  What I am sure most of us hope for, but may not have, 
is a warm dry summer followed by a mild wet autumn and winter to 
replenish the aquifers.

Superfast broadband update

We have had another scam reported to us. 
Members of the public have been duped into 
ordering competitively priced oil from websites 

June’s  surgery will be held in the Parish Room, Ashwell  10.30 am until 
12 pm on Saturday June 2nd.

Please remember the advice for buying anything off the internet is always 
check it out first.  Look carefully at the website; are all the contact details 
listed? Google the company name and see what comes up; if they do not 
accept debit cards but want you to pay by bank transfer it is probably 
suspect.  If the offer sounds ‘too good to be true’ then it probably is.

If anyone thinks they have been a victim of a scam report it to the 
Police on 101 and Action Fraud on telephone number 0300 123 2040 
or at www.actionfraud.org.uk. By reporting it to Action Fraud you will 
be helping them build up a picture of the scam.

if you go down to the woods
North Herts police will be conducting plain clothes patrols in the Weston 
Woods area over the spring and summer, to combat reports that the area 
is being used for illicit sexual encounters. In recent months, members of 
the public have reported an increase in suspicious behaviour in the woods, 
which are located to the east of Baldock. Safer Neighbourhoods Sergeant 
Jon Vine said: “This kind of behaviour is totally unacceptable in a public 
environment, not to mention illegal. We will work alongside North Herts 
District Council to ensure that dog walkers, walkers and families are able 
to use the woods and conservation area without trepidation. Plain clothes 
officers will be conducting patrols in the area over the coming months 
and anyone caught acting in an inappropriate manner will run the risk 
of arrest for outraging public decency. We would also ask any members 
of the public to immediately report anything suspicious by calling the 
non-emergency number 101. In an emergency, always ring 999.”

Hinxworth - the home of good tea, 
Mortier’s Tea

01462 743241 www.mortierstea.com
available at Farrowby Farm and other quality emporia

Missing plates amnesty
Margaret Platten of The Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth, has declared 
a time limited amnesty on missing plates which customers have failed 
to return after ordering takeaways from the pub. Please return them as 
soon as possible. 

Reggie Fair

Wendy Kitchener Clerk to the Parish Council

oil scam

on the internet, paying for it up front, and not receiving the oil.  When 
they have tried to complain to the company they are unable to find 
telephone contact details and all emails go unanswered. 

too good to be true

This is the latest response/update from Jennifer Williams H.C.C. 
Project Manager regarding the Superfast Broadband initiative.

“We are just finalising our dedicated ‘superfast broadband’ website 
and making a few changes as it has been tested by my colleagues during 
the last week.  All our leaflets & posters are currently being designed 
too so we are nearly ready to launch our ‘Superfast for Herts’ campaign.  
We will be able to give you a supply of leaflets once they are available 
if you’d like some.  We have a stall at the Herts County Show on the 
weekend of 2 & 3 June and people will be able to register their demand 
for superfast broadband there and then so if you are going to the show, 
please do visit the stall.   The ‘Superfast for Herts’ campaign will be of-
ficially launched in mid June. 

no more news yet
 There is no more news yet on when Hertfordshire can begin procurement 
with suppliers - we think it will be around Autumn but I understand 
that BDUK is currently in discussion with the European Union and the 
framework contract is not yet in place.

 word spreading
Once the website is live, which will be shortly, I will email you to let you 
know so you can begin to spread the word.   Thanks for all your support.”

Village Outing Wednesday July 25th 2012
This is now full.Please e-mail Sylvia  at sylviamedia@gmail.com with 

your email address so I can update you on information. Thanks.


