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The 2012 Annual Parish Meeting or AGM will be held  in the Village 
Hall at 8.00pm on April 5th, following the Village Hall Management 
Committee AGM at 7.30 pm. Andrew Young, District Councillor and 
Herts County Councillor Tony Hunter have been invited. 

Please try to come along as both of these organisations do their best 
to work hard for you all and it would be great to have a good turnout.

Many thanks
Les Whitfield Chairman Hinxworth Parish Council

Village Outing Wed July 25th 2012
Gooderstone Water Gardens Norfolk and Houghton Hall, home of 

Britain’s first Prime Minister Walpole, also North Norfolk, leave at 9am. Cost 
approximately £26 per head. All welcome. Names, info and deposit of £10 
per place please to Sylvia Scales, 12 Francis Road, Hinxworth 01462 742505.

Party in the Park
Last one probably! Saturday June 30th 5pm till late. Hog Roast and 

music, glow sticks and dancing; bring the family and friends and let’s 
make this the best one ever. Why not bring a tent stay over and we’ll 
barbecue breakfast next day? Please register your interest with me, Sylvia 
Scales, on 01462 742505.  All welcome!

Early Ball payments please
The Masquerade Ball is to be held in Edworth Barn on Saturday July 

14th, 7.30 pm until late. Early payment for tickets guarantees a place on 
a table of your choosing. Late purchased tickets means that this cannot 
be guaranteed and we are running out of empty tables. Tickets and more 
information from Victoria Scales on 01462 742505.

Shoes News
Mothering Sunday March 

18th – Book lunch early to avoid 
disappointment. 01462 742280.

 Quiz in aid of Childreach – 
Saturday 31st March. 7.30 start. 
£7, including food. All proceeds 
to be donated to the charity.

 “Perhaps we should just invite 
those metal thieves to come and 
pinch the Hinxworth to Ashwell 
telephone link.That way we could 
maybe a bit more hopeful about 
faster broadband!”

heard in passing

Goodbye, Pauline and Adrian

St Nicholas Church Hinxworth said goodbye to Pauline and Adrian 
Lambourne who have moved to Beckenham in  Kent. Adrian has played 
the organ on most Sundays in the years they lived here. The congregation 
decided to give him something musical to remind him of his Hinxworth 
days, a Yamaha Clavinova keyboard. There wasn’t sufficient room in their 
new home for their trusty upright piano. We wish them well.

How many homes?
North Hertfordshire District Council wants to know our views on 

housing growth in this area. It has looked at eight possible options for 
growth ranging from 15,800 extra homes down to 2,500 extra homes.  At  
present the Council inclines to the view that 7,000 extra homes could be 
built over the next 20 years. “This level of growth should meet the need 
for affordable housing in the district, provide enough homes to cope with 
predicted changes to our population, and stimulate economic growth, 
whilst managing the impact on the environment,” says the Council.

You can access the consultation document at www.north-herts.gov.uk/
core-strategy and you have until Friday March 30th to make your views 
known to North Herts District Council.  Don’t miss this opportunity 
to influence local housing policy.

Don’t miss these meetings

Hunt visits Newnham

On January 31st The Cambridgeshire Hunt with Enfield Chace came 
to Newnham, led by Joint Master Sacha Wheatley, pictured above left, 
and shadowed by an eagle whose name your scatty editor has forgotten. 
Some 40 riders enjoyed a stimulating ride on a freezing cold day.



March 1st Hinxworth Parish Council meeting Village Hall 7 pm
March 8th Neighbourhood Watch meeting Parish Room, Ashwell 7.30 pm
March 8th Hinxworth & Edworth WI meeting Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45 pm
March 9th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
March 18th 9.15 am Mothering Sunday service St Nicholas Church
March 20th copy deadline for Village Voice
April 5th Hinxworth VHMC AGM and Parish Council AGM Village Hall
April 14th/15th Hinxworth Art Society Exhibition Hinxworth Village Hall
June 30th Party in the Park Hinxworth Recreation Ground, see page 1
July 14th 2012 Masquerade Ball in Edworth Barn 
July 15th Newnham Church Lunch, Newnham Hall Cottage 1 pm
July 25th Village outing to Norfolk, see page 1
September 22nd Logan Diggle concert in St Nicholas Church
November 17th Memphis Jazz Band concert in St Nicholas Church

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth and Edworth WI 

Following a meeting of 12 enthu-
siastic amateur painters in October  
2002, the Hinxworth Art Society was 
born.  Some of them had not had 
much painting experience before but 
were keen to improve.  Since then the 
Society has grown to 35 members and 
many have now reached the standard 
of being competent enough to display 
paintings in the annual Art Exhibition 
and have even sold their paintings and 
taken commissions.  The Society is made 
up of painters of mixed ability who use 
watercolours, oils, pastels and acrylics.

Members of the art society at-
tended a challenging and interesting 
workshop run by Mike Townesend 
entitled “Towards Abstraction”. The 
day involved looking and drawing 
from direct observation of real objects 
from at least two different viewpoints.  
We then learnt to develop the drawings 
using a range of materials. Everyone 
went home with a very different ver-

On Friday 10th February, Hinxworth and Edworth Women’s Institute 
celebrated their 75th birthday. Members, their guests and also past members 
gathered in the beautifully decorated village hall to celebrate this milestone. 
A birthday which we had thought a week before would not take place.

The entertainer, booked some months before, informed our President 
Heidi Mason that  she would not be available on that night. This meant a 
“quick think” by the committee to come up with something else. Not an 
easy task as most entertainment needs to be booked months in advance.  To 
make matter worse the  caterer whom we had not had before, informed the 
committee the week before that as his paper work was not “up to scratch” he 
would not be able to cook our dinner for us. To crown it all we had a sudden 
cold snap, a pipe froze and then burst in the kitchen at the hall knocking 
out the electrics in the kitchen. This was repaired by Friday lunchtime.

Scales to the rescue
But this is the WI we are talking about. A rallying call went out, and 
was answered in the shape of  Sylvia Scales and her daughters Vicky 
and Katie, who said they would provide dinner for us all. Provide they 
did, with a choice of three starters: homemade mulligatawny soup,pate, 
or melon with Parma ham. Three mains:  chicken breasts stuffed with 
Stilton,  lamb cooked with blackcurrants,  or beef Stroganoff.  Desserts: 
chocolate roulade, banana Burgundian, or cheese and biscuits. The meal 
was absolutely delicious and could not have been bettered by the absent 
caterer. Wine and soft drinks were included and beside each plate was 
an engraved blue and silver ball point pen on it.

date of mains drainage
 These came in useful as there was a quiz to be filled in on the village of 
Hinxworth, with questions ranging from “When were the mains drains 
laid in the village”? to pictures of various pieces of the village for one to 
recognize. This had also been instigated by Sylvia Scales and  was won 
by Geoff Burrows’ team.  After the meal, the cakes were cut, beautifully 
made and decorated by Jerry Keep, a fruit cake with white icing decorated 
with a blue 75, and the second a chocolate sponge entirely decorated 
with large  chocolate and white buttons with 75 picked out in white.  
The raffle followed and then the main quiz of the evening on events in 
the last 75 years. Three people tied on  13 out of 20 answers but the 
winner of the tie break was your reporter.

a dearth of petticoats
 By this time our brains needed a rest so two teams were organised and 
when asked had to provide for the judges items which one keeps about 
their person or pocket or handbag, the first item being a petticoat, which 
caused  a lot of laughter as there only seemed to be one in the hall so the 
person wearing the petticoat had to be shown to the judges.Then it was 
time for home as midnight approached after a most enjoyable evening. 

Next month’s meeting Thursday  March 8th 2012, at 7.45pm in the 
Village Hall, Hinxworth. “Pressed Flowers” with Margaret Bowen. All 
members and non members welcome.
Carol Cheney

friendliness and relaxed atmosphere
Members meet every Wednesday morning from 10 am to 1 pm in 
Hinxworth Village Hall helped and encouraged by local visiting artists, 
DVDs and videos, workshops and demonstrations.  The Society has 
welcomed beginners over the years and a stock of equipment is kept for 
them to try before buying their own.  The friendliness of the members 
and the relaxed atmosphere has been key in attracting new members.

This year the Exhibition will be held on Saturday and Sunday 14th and 
15th April from 10am to 4 p.m. in Hinxworth Village Hall.  There will 
be paintings for sale and refreshments to enjoy.  Free admission.  Car park 
at rear of hall. All very welcome. For more information contact the chair-
man, Derek Davies on 01767 315487 or Betty Thorn 01462 742858.

children’s art welcome
 As usual the Hinxworth Art Society Annual Exhibition in April will have 
a section for village children under 13 to display their art work.  Please 
contact Marianne Osmond for an application form. Telephone 01462 
742048 or email marianneosmond@onetel.com.

******art society samples abstraction

sion of the subject. Will members use this method again? We have to 
wait and see. Perhaps some of the art work will be displayed at our an-
nual art exhibition.
Sue Levitt

picture by Annette Forbes



Please send all copy and pictures for April’s Village Voice to Patrick 
Forbes, 18 Francis Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL,  email fool1@
patrickforbes.plus.com, by March 20th. Village Voice is published 
by Forbes Services Ltd and can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 don’t miss copy deadline

Hinxworth Parish Council
Notes of the Council meeting held on Thursday 2nd February 2012 

in the Village Hall. Present:  Mr A. Cullen, Mr D. Osmond, Mr E. Sore, 
Mr P. Watler, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk. Apologies: Mr L. Whitfield.

The main issues discussed were as follows:
Matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda:  The Diamond Jubi-

lee and the Olympics: An application has been made to Herts County 
Councillor Tony Hunter’s locality budget for £500.00 for the celebrations 
in Hinxworth. To allow them to facilitate these events the Parish Council 
is awaiting responses from Village organisations by February 14th.  

Correspondence:  The Abbey Flier:- A verbal response regarding 
this project has been received from Tony Hunter to the effect there is 
no cost to H.C.C.

Finance: Election Expenses: The Councillors agreed they are con-
cerned over their liability for the charge of £565.91, especially as they 
have no jurisdiction how it is calculated.  Also in this case the invoice was 
received six months after the election. Julie Williams, Electoral Services 
Manager, is to be asked for an estimate of future costs of elections held 
in Hinxworth for budgeting purposes. 

Discretionary Grant:  Andrew Young has kindly agreed to a grant 
of £350.00. A letter of thanks to be sent to Andrew. 

Planning: Planning Application: 11/03097/1EUD Hamsteworde, 
High Street Hinxworth. The Councillors are concerned the Parish Coun-
cil has not been notified of this application for a “Certificate of Lawful 
Development”. The Councillors require clarification and N.H.D.C’s 
view on this planning application. 

Highways: Salting of the roads: During the current bad weather the 
Councillors have noted that the salt lorries have salted along the High 
Street through to the Dunton Road. 

Village Hall: Hard Standing by the Plastic Refuse Container: A 
response is still awaited from Daniel Kingsley Waste Services Manager 
N.H.D.C. In the meantime Paul Watler has kindly agreed to provide a 
specification for the project. Quotes to be obtained from contractors once 
the Parish Councillors have these details and a response from N.H.D.C. 

Recreation Ground: Play Area Inspection: Overall the report gave 
a low risk to the area. The Councillors agreed a quote for the items re-
quiring attention should be obtained from David Granger the current 
Contractor to the Parish Council.  Hertfordshire Archery Association: 
David Osmond notified the Councillors of the proposed H.A.A. Tour-
nament  to take place on the recreation ground with provisional date 
of September 1st. To be confirmed. The Tennis Court: To be held over 
to the next meeting. 

Allotments: All but one of the re-issued licences has been signed 
and returned to the Parish Council for agreement of the Councillors 
and signature by the Chairman and the Clerk. This will be finalised at 
the meeting on March 1st. 

Any Other Business: Superfast Broadband:  No further information 
has been received from Jennifer Williams, Project Manager H.C.C. 
Wendy Kitchener to contact her towards the end of the month for a 
further update. 

Recreation Ground Letting: It has been agreed between the Parish 
Council and the Village Hall Management Committee, that all lettings 
from organisations outside the Village should be discussed between both 
parties before a letting is agreed. 

The Annual Parish Meeting: Thursday April 5th 2012 in the Village 
Hall at 8.00pm.

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday March 1st 2012 at 7.00 pm 
in the Village Hall. 
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk, Hinworth Parish Council

Time Flies ... 
Chris Ball reflects on his first year

When we left Ripon College, Cuddesdon, to go to our curacies many 
of my year kept in touch on Facebook. One of our illustrious number 
would often change her status to ‘working in the Lord’s vineyard.’ She 
was in a rural parish and I could just imagine her, parables in hand, out 
and about amongst the flock.

three vineyards
With the days of curacy long gone, being a priest in several parishes is a 
bit different. I came from a single-church parish and was one of a team 
of four. I now have three vineyards to tend - that’s a lot of grapes - and 
without the help of Patrick and a willing team of Church  Wardens and 
PCCs - for which, much thanks - I think I would be modelling the 
‘headless chicken’ style of ministry fairly frequently.

joyful start
The welcome I have been given, the willingness of your good selves to 
explain again and again and your enthusiasm for joining in with things 
have helped make the last year feel like a joyful start to a ministry. It has 
been great to walk in to the lives of busy parishes and share in some of 
the events, the groups and the worship. Croissants on Mothering Sunday, 
the Harvest lunch, the village Big Lunch, the Royal Wedding lunch at 
the Three Horseshoes, and coming along to the occasional Mustard Seed 
meeting have made me feel as if I am beginning to get to know something 
about life and people in Hinxworth and Edworth. 

What I hope for the next year or two is to work out how to be a United 
Benefice. I have seen several different versions of unity where parishes 
come together around the country, and I’d be fascinated by your thoughts 
on how you see a common Christian faith in Ashwell, Hinxworth and 
Newnham being expressed. My email address is c.j.ball@mac.com

In the meantime, I hope you have a thought-provoking, faith-
deepening Lent!

Love,
Chris Ball

For  Chr i s tmas 
Chantal and I gave 
our husbands, Bob 
and Richard, a week-
end course on ‘Men 
in the kitchen’ at the 
WI college at Den-
man, near Oxford. 
While we learned the 
Flamenco,  they were 
expertly taught by Jill 

Men shine in the kitchen

picture by Sylvia Scales
Brand ‘Celebrity Masterchef ’ judge and WI course tutor, to make pork 
pie, focaccia, fish Provençal, roasted pepper and sweet potato soup, 
cookies and cupcakes. Bob commented that he’d obviously missed out 
as a child - and decorated his cakes with constellations! We had huge 
adjoining bedrooms in the mansion part of the college, which though 
chilly the first night, well it was minus quite a lot below freezing, it made 
an excellent base being close to the bar!  It snowed on the Saturday night 
but that just made an even more beautiful setting for this lovely college.

You don’t have to do a course, you can just go and stay there as at a 
Bed and breakfast and use it as a base for exploring Oxford. Denman    
– highly recommended!
Sylvia Scales

Newnham ladies who lunch
We met on February 15th. Ann was this month’s hostess, stressing, 

“I’m no cook!” Well, we enjoyed a delicious three course lunch followed 
by cheese board and coffee. Such a pretty table. There was lots of chat 
and we felt we were doing our best to keep our tiny village happy.
Sheila Rosendale



Church Services
March 4th 10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth
March 11th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
March 18th 9.15 am  Mothering Sunday Parish Eucharist  
St Nicholas, Hinxworth, with coffee and croissants afterwards
March 25th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
            9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent, Newnham
April 1st Palm Sunday 10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas, 

Hinxworth. Procession with donkey from Francis Road at 10 am

On the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 101 if you have suffered a 
crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immediate response 
if you have just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Soup Lunch
March’s Soup Lunch will be on 
Friday 9th in Hinxworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

March’s  surgery will be held in the Parish Room, Ashwell  10.30 am 
until 12 pm on Saturday March 24th.

 

 

Audrey and I would like to say 
a huge thank you to all those lovely 
friends and neighbours who sent 
cards and get-well messages during 
Gerald’s recent stay in hospital.  We 
are happy to report that the opera-
tion was successful and Gerald is 
now making steady progress, cop-
ing with sciatica resulting from the 
operation itself.  We give particular 
thanks to Patrick for his special 
support and daily newspaper de-
livery and to Jane and Pauline for 
their expert guidance.  

How lucky we are to live in 
Hinxworth. Thank you,
Gerald Clare

Do something special
As the last week of February is fast approach-

ing, most people can find their New Year’s resolu-
tions have already fallen by the wayside. If you can 
relate to this, perhaps it’s time to consider making 

Royston Police are hoping to 
trace a man who lost his wallet 
while shopping in the town on 
Christmas Eve. The man, believed 
to be in his 20s, made enquiries 
with staff in Ladds  the Confec-
tioners in the High Street. At the 
time, staff told him that no wallet 
had been found but an hour later, 
another customer found it and 
handed it in. Police Community 
Support Officer Penny Tomsett 
said: “Unfortunately, the  man 
didn’t leave his details behind so 
the staff  are  really anxious to 
trace him. “The wallet itself is very 
distinctive and contains items that 
only the owner can identify – so 
we would urge him to call us and 
claim it back. If you think this 
may be your wallet, please ring 
the police non-emergency number 
101 giving my name as a reference. 
You can also email me at Penelope.
tomsett@herts.pnn.police.uk.”

a real difference in your community during 2012 

safe driving advice

and volunteering for something ‘Special’. Become a volunteer police 
officer (Special Constable) with Hertfordshire Constabulary and you 
could kick off your year to a great start by doing something rewarding, 
exciting and getting the chance to develop a wide range of skills. 

special people needed
The force is looking to recruit around 150 Special Constables this year, 
joining the 400 already keeping Hertfordshire even safer, and is keen to 
recruit from all areas across the county. As a Special Constable you have 
full police powers, uniform and protective equipment and work alongside 
the regular force. As volunteers, Specials are not paid but expenses are 
reimbursed. Many employers are keen to support their staff volunteer-
ing as Specials; in fact some are part of a scheme giving employees paid 
time off for police work.

As Hertfordshire sees the return of some colder weather, the Con-
stabulary is issuing some essential safer driving tips along with ways to 
keep your car secure when de-icing.

Safe and secure driving tips:
Frost-free - always ensure your windscreen and other windows are 

fully de-iced and de-misted before moving off. Driving without clear 
visibility is not only illegal but puts you, pedestrians and other road us-
ers at risk. It’s worth taking a few minutes to prepare your car properly.

• Ensure your wiper blades are in good condition and make sure you 
have plenty of washer fluid.

• Slow down – make sure you adjust your driving to the conditions 
of the road. Sometimes it is about driving below the legal limit.Try to 
keep steering smooth and avoid braking sharply where possible.

• Check your tyres are correctly inflated and have good tyre tread. 
Remember the absolute minimum legal limit for cars is 1.6mm.

• Be smart –  stay with your vehicle and never leave it unattended with 
the keys in the ignition, even for a second, when de-icing the windows. 
Thieves are opportunistic – don’t give them a free ride.

• Register your sat nav. You can register your sat nav and other valu-
ables for free at www.immobilise.com. It helps police return any recovered 
items to you if they are lost or stolen and serves as a deterrent to potential 
criminals,  as well as helping police to catch those responsible.

You are invited to a Neighbourhood Watch/Police Meeting   on   
Thursday 8th March 2012 at 7.30 pm  at  The Parish Room, Swan Street, 
Ashwell.   We will be discussing all crime that has occurred and offering 
crime prevention advice. 

 turn up even if you’re not a member
All members and residents welcome. We always welcome new members 
so please come along or contact me at Royston Police Station for further 
information Tel : 01438 757935.
PCSO Brabrook

Caldecote in Letchworth museum
Letchworth Museum and Art Gallery, on display in the Archaeology 
Gallery: Mezzanine Gallery: “Caldecote: Finds from a Deserted Medi-
eval Village.” A selection of artefacts from one of the most important 
excavations of a deserted medieval village, carried out in the 1970s by 
Guy Beresford. Open until 10th March 2012 10.00am – 5.00pm each 
day except Wednesday and Sunday.

Ashwell Quiz with Supper
Saturday 10th March,7.30 for 

8pm start.
Ashwell PTA invite you to this 

popular and annual quiz night. 
Supper included. Licensed bar, 
raffle, prizes. Teams of 6 to 8/ 
welcome or join a group. This is 
usually a sell out so get there early!

Ashwell Village School, Tick-
ets £10.00 on the door. Contact 
01462 742297

Many thanks

Royston wallet
Farewell, Butlers

Farewell, Peter and Linda But-
ler. The Butlers moved out of 
Cantlebury in Chapel Street, 
Hinxworth, on Thursday Febru-
ary  23rd and flew to their new 
home in Milton, Georgia, USA 
on February 25th. Before leaving 
they threw a great party in the 
Three Horseshoes which your 
editor missed, struck down by the 
Norovirus lurgi. They will keep in 
touch with Hinxworth through 
the email version of Village Voice.

Neighbourhood Watch


