
May 5th Police Surgery Ashwell Parish Room 10.30 am - 12 pm
May 11th Soup Lunch Hinxworth Village Hall 12.30 - 2 pm
May 12th WI meeting Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45 Art of Bonsai
May 13th Ashwell at Home, see page 3
May 19th Big Tidy Up 10 am Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 1
May 19th to 27th  Ashwell Music Festival, see April Voice
May 20th copy deadline for June’s Village Voice
May 26th Barn Dance, Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 1
June 3rd Big Jubilee Lunch Three Horseshoes, see page 1
June 30th Party in the Park Hinxworth Recreation Ground, see page 1
July 14th-15th Caldecote Church Fuchsia Festival, see page 1
July 14th 2012 Masquerade Ball in Edworth Barn, see page 1 
July 15th Newnham Church Lunch, Newnham Hall Cottage 1 pm
July 25th Village outing to Norfolk, see page 1
September 22nd Logan Diggle concert in St Nicholas Church
November 17th Memphis Jazz Band concert in St Nicholas Church

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth Parish CouncilHinxworth and Edworth WI 

I worked on the Caldecote dig from 
April until August 1976. As the summer 
got ever hotter there was some competition 
among us to find the deepest, thus shadiest 
and dampest feature* to excavate.

I uncovered a large feature which turned 
out to be a garderobe or medieval loo and 
spent around ten days digging it to a depth 
of some 16 feet whilst contemplating the fact 
that the etiology of the Black Death was then 
unproven! Garderobes are particularly rich 

Dylan’s medieval loo

in finds and this vessel was at the very bottom of the pit in an inverted 
position. The pot was the only complete one found that year.

Guy Beresford, director of the excavation, is a very superstitious 
man. The fact that the pot was upside-down and that I tripped and 
shoulder rolled with it whilst climbing out of my pit, irked him so much 
he wouldn’t go anywhere near it or the hut where it was kept for days 
thereafter! After much ribbing of Guy by the workforce, the pot was 
eventually emptied, repaired and catalogued by Kit, the redoubtable 
Baldock lady traffic warden!

* In archaeology the ground is stripped back to ‘natural’ subsoil, in this 
case 10 acres of blinding chalk, by digger, mattock and then by hoeing.

The discoloured patches indicating earlier and deeper digging are 
known as ‘features’.
Dylan Mills

Hosepipe bans are now in force across the South East of England. 
This follows the fifth driest March recorded since 1910. There is a risk 
of even greater restrictions this summer but will this make us water wise? 

recycle bath water
If you are a keen gardener you’ll understand the value of water. You may 
have connected a water butt to your roof guttering down pipe to collect 
rainwater. Perhaps you routinely water your garden in the evening and 
water plants at their base so less of the water evaporates. But when was 
the last time you thought to water your household plants with your used 
bath water?

The Energy Saving Trust estimates UK households use on average 350 
litres of water a day. Most of us could use less. We could, for example: 

•	 avoid	leaving	taps	running	when	washing	vegetables	and	dishes
•	 install	an	aerating	shower	head	(replacing	½	the	water	with	air	

bubbles)
•	 fit	a	graduated	flush	device	to	toilets	(to	stop	flushing	7	litres	

each use) 
•	 fix	a	dripping	tap	and	save	up	to	5500	litres	of	water	a	year
Some homeowners take even more radical steps. This includes storing 

rainwater in 3500 litre underground tanks and using rainwater to feed 
loos and washing machines. They say that clothes washed in rainwater 
actually come out cleaner. You can quiz these eco pioneers to find out 
more at annual open home events in spring and September. See www.
superhomes.org.uk for details.
Gordon Glass

“The World’s Original Marmalade 
Awards” was instigated seven years ago 
by Jane Hasell-McCosh after reading that 
marmalade making was on the decline in 
Britain.  Now, every February, the drawing 
room of Dalemain Mansion in Penrith, 
Cumbria is filled with the aroma of mar-
malade as entries come in from the UK and 
abroad.  This year 300 artisan producers 
entered as well as more than 1400 amateurs.  

Hinxworth Annual Parish  Meeting 5th April 2012
Present: Mr L. Whitfield, Chairman; Mr A Cullen; Mr D. Osmond;
Mr E. Sore; Mr P. Watler; also County Councillor Tony Hunter; 

District Councillor Andrew Young; approx.15 members of the public.
Apologies: Mrs W. Kitchener. Clerk.

The Chairman welcomed those present to the 2012 Parish Meeting 
and opened the proceedings.

1. Minutes of the last meeting: - The minutes of the last meeting held 
on Thursday April 7th 2011 were circulated. Frank Croton proposed 
and Janet Fair seconded that the minutes were an accurate account and 
they were accepted unanimously.

2. Matters arising from the minutes: -  Nothing to report.
3. Chairman’s Report: - The Chairman recognised benefits of new 

councillors having joined and continuity provided by remaining members. 
He highlighted achievements of the Council this year:  Contributed 50% 
to village hall car park lighting improvement. Promoted provision of 
superfast broadband to the village and timetable for next steps, demand 
assessment from May 2012, potentially start work from May 2013.  
Oversaw allotment administration.  Progressed building of hard-standing 
area around recycle bins.  Appropriated funds from various council pots 
to support the above.  Acquired 850kg of salt for road clearing and 
established network to ensure ice could be cleared locally if required.  
Kept precept the same.  He also paid special thanks to Wendy for her 
continued success in keeping the councillors in order and acquiring funds 
and support from the District Council.

4. County Councillor Tony Hunter’s Report: Tony answered the 
question put to Andrew about Royston Hospital.  Closure of hospital 
has been fast-tracked due to price difference between beds in new and 
old facilities.  Tony is fighting to keep hospital land for community 
use rather than see it sold off and lost to developers. Tony highlighted 
achievements by the County Council this year:  £36m spent on Highways 
improvement;  Provision of salt to more areas;  Funding of Hinxworth 
high-street road surface improvement;  Knights Templar school was now 
a full academy and would be applying for government funding to extend 
and improve the school buildings.  Tony mentioned that the Rural Trans-
port Strategy was being reviewed and that the Parish council may wish  
to review current services in case they want to make any appeals.  Paul 
Watler requested that we be given a salt box for storage of the salt given 
to us at the end of last year.  Tony replied that it would be no problem 
to provide one but that the Parish council must agree where to site it and 
that it must not be on highways property. Simon Marlow asked Tony 
whether making car park free in Letchworth town centre would be an 
option to help drive trade.  Andrew responded that this had been trialled 
in the past and he believed did not promote additional trade – although 
he would like to investigate the argument further.

5. District Councillor Andrew Young’s  Report:  Andrew congratu-
lated the council for their hard work, personally recognising Wendy’s 
contribution. Andrew highlighted a number of achievements by the 
District Council over the last year: keeping council tax down for a third 
year through consolidating council offices and not replacing their Chief 
Executive; North Herts is ranked in the top 20 nationally in a list of 
nice places to live and Arbury Ward is one of the safest places to live in 
the country.  District Council has continued to invest in large projects 
such as Baldock Town Hall community facility and local play areas.   
Hinxworth has benefited from £1,000 environment grant, money for 
the hard-standing and can still apply for money that Andrew has left 
at his disposal for worthy causes.  With regards to housing, Hinxworth 
would not be obliged to provide any new housing under forthcoming 
proposals, although they could so do if the explicitly wanted to.  Andrew 
said that the parish may wish to consider provision of affordable hous-
ing – an option that Newham were considering as they were keen to 
bring more people into the village.  Andrew’s expectation was that cuts 
to public spending seem to have bottomed out and that early indicators    
pointed towards a return to growth in the next 2 years.

7. The Adoption of the Accounts: The surplus for the year of £5,000. 

No increase to the precept. The proposal to adopt the accounts was made 
by Sylvia Scales and seconded by Simon Marlow.

8. Highways: High street to be resurfaced shortly. Ed Thorn pointed 
out that if Francis Road was to be strip-patched it would not last to which 
Tony Hunter responded that it would be done properly.

9. The Village Hall:  Les thanked Sylvia and the committee for their 
continued efforts. Les pointed out that in order we should not need to 
raise substantial funds in the future, we should ensure now that money 
is put by for future major works.

10. The Recreation Ground:  Ashwell tennis club have been consulted 
on use of the court and expressed an interest

11.  Allotments:  The point was raised regarding a concern that al-
lotmenteers were prohibited from selling their produce. All agreed that 
the spirit of existing regulation was to prevent profiteering, not get in the 
way of fundraising or disposing of surplus produce and that the Parish 
council would not object.  

12.  Any other Business: Paul Watler thanked those who volunteer to 
help out in the village. Patrick Forbes thanked Tony Hunter  for paying 
for the St. Nicholas’ church sign. Ed Thorn thanked Andrew for getting 
drainage in Francis Road made the responsibility of Anglia Water. Jack 
Smith proposed having a bench installed nearer to the swings in the 
play area so that the elderly and infirm could be nearer children they 
were looking after on the swings. A WI member informed the Council 
that they were replacing the bench at the end of Francis Road. It was  
pointed out that the street light outside of Jack’s house did not turn off 
at night.The Chairman then thanked everyone for attending. The meet-
ing closed at 9.00 pm.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk Hinxworth Parish Councilcontinued columns 3 & 4

On April 12th Michelle King visited us to demonstrate cup cake 
decoration. She started by explaining what was needed, the fondant 
icing which can be bought from a supermarket, but if you were going 
to decorate in a big way specialist shops sell icing in a variety of colours, 
then there are the various cutters made in every shape imaginable to suit 
your design, these can be purchased on line from ebay, and then there 
were the various extras which can be used to enhance one’s cake.

shortbread hats
She then went on to show us how to make shortbread biscuits in the 
design	of	hats	in	a	variety	of	colours	and	garlanded	with	flowers,	and	
butterflies	to	name	but	a	few.	Then	on	to	the	cup	cakes,	soft	icing	put	
into an icing bag with various nozzles attached made the plainest of 
cupcakes in to a masterpiece. Finally she boxed up 4 cup cakes and gave 
them to us for the raffle.

Next months meeting, Thursday May 12th, The Art of Bonsai, with 
Dr. Geoff Conybeare, 7.45pm Village Hall, Hinxworth. All members 
and non- members welcome.
Carol Cheney

Pick Your Own
There is nothing to compare with the taste of freshly dug/picked fruit 

and vegetables.  Last year the allotmenteers had a very successful season 
enjoying a variety of crops even being able to give away excess produce 
around the village.  Some are still picking white and purple sprouting 
broccoli, spinach, cabbage and kale.  There are still a few plots available 
for rent for anyone who would like to have a go.  You don’t have go 
be a Monty Don or Bob Flowerdew to grow successfully as some have 
already found out.  You can even have half a plot to try. 

sow and sow
Now is the time to start sowing and planting and enjoy the thrill of 
seeing the first shoots coming through later in the season.  Help and 
guidance can also be arranged.  There are also some small plots free of 
charge for children so you could use one of these and encourage your 
offspring to go green!.  For more details ring me on 742858 or email 
bettythorn@live.co.uk.
Betty Thorn, Chair, Hinxworth Allotment Group

One of two 1000 litre tanks to catch rainwater on Hinxworth allotments

Betty’s amazing marmalade

continued from columns 1 & 2

Hinxworth - the home of good tea, 
Mortier’s Tea

01462 743241 www.mortierstea.com
available at Farrowby Farm and other quality emporia

Will the hosepipe ban make 
us water wise?

Ashwell at Home
Sunday 13th May 2012 12 noon - 6.00pm

16 open gardens in both historic and modern settings - Ashwell Alive 
‘Plaques’ telling the history of many houses - Veteran Cars and vintage 
tractors - Fun Fair - Local Artists - Plant sale -  Morris Men - Refresh-
ments - Childrens’ Activity - Display of Bee Keeping - Honey Tasting 
- Shoebox Gardens competition - Village Cricket on the Green. 

Free Car Parking. Entry £5 per person.  Free entrance for children 
under 14. Climb St. Mary’s Church tower for spectacular views - admis-
sion £2.50.

100 carefully wrapped jars arrived from Singapore, Japan, Canada and 
the Philippines.  Every entry is tasted and judged by a panel of experts.

certificate of merit
Encouraged by son, Stephen, Betty Thorn of Hinxworth sent off a jar 
of her Seville Orange marmalade and, much to her amazement, some 
weeks later she received a Certificate of Merit for her jar No 538!  The 
marmalade	is	judged	on	appearance,	colour,	texture,	quality,	flavour	and	
aroma.  The Marmalade Awards over the seven years has raised £70,000 
for Hospice work in Cumbria and all over the world.  Look out for Betty’s 
marmalade next February as rumour has it that she may be selling a few 
jars for charity. The Romans ate a preserve of quinces in honey called 
melomeli from which the word marmalade derives according to The  
Book of Marmalade by C Ann Wilson.
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Church Services
May 6th 10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth. April 6th
May 13th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
May 20th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth        
May 27th 9.15 am  Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth  
        9.30 am Holy Communion St Vincent, Newnham

On the beat 

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 101 if you have suffered a 
crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immediate response 
if you have just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Rainbird@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

contact us

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

with PC 431 Paul Marina

Soup Lunch
May’s Soup Lunch will be on 
Friday 11th in Hinxworth Village 
Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. 

Ashwell Music Festival May 19th - 27th
We carried a full feature about this event last month, so here’s a re-
minder of where to find out more: /www.ashwellmusicfestival.org.uk

May’s surgery will be held in the Parish Room, Ashwell  10.30 am until 
12 pm on Saturday May 5th.

Thanks

»  Village Voice  «Village Voice

 

May Barn Dance for Breast Cancer
Dig out out your dancing boots for Saturday May 26th. My family 

and I are organising another Barn Dance at Hinxworth Village Hall.  
Our usual caller Joan and the Ivel Valley Band will be joining us and 
there will be a wild west theme to the evening; so dressing up is a must!  
Tickets usually sell fast so if you want to register an interest please let 
me, Helene Donohoe, know. 07890 212194 or 01462 743213 or call 
in at 2 Francis Road, Hinxworth.  Thanks.

Patrick Forbes

Last call for the Ball
We have one table left unallocated and some spaces on existing tables, 

so if you were thinking of coming to the ball on the 14th July, please get 
in contact with Victoria Scales on 01462 742505 by the 15th of May.  
This will be the last call for the ball as we will be sending out menu 
choices and transportation information soon.

For those of you who already have tickets and who haven’t given 
me their e-mail address, please can you e-mail ball2012@v-s-f.co.uk so 
that I can send you the menu choices and information about the ball.
Victoria Scales

Sat/Sunday, 14th – 15th July, 10am – 4pmSt Mary Magdalene 
Church, Caldecote. The Beds and Herts Fuchsia Society, will hold a  
Fuchsia Festival. Admission is free and refreshments will be available.

Big Tidy Up 2012 – Saturday 19th May
Tired of all the litter around?  Want to help do something about it?
Saturday 19th of May - 10am till 12pm.  Meet at Village Hall for 

10am. Light lunch will be provided for all volunteers afterwards at 
12:15pm. Bring your own gloves!

                                               
Free to good home bespoke 

large computer and accessories 
desk with sliding shelf. To be 
collected. Lance Jenkins. Ring   
01462 742987.

computer desk

Sunday June 3rd from 1 pm
The Big Lunch is an annual one day get-together for neighbours across 

the UK. Let’s celebrate the Diamond Jubilee with the Big Jubilee Lunch 
at The Three Horseshoes by kind permission of Margaret and Gerald.

This will be an opportunity for the whole village to celebrate the 
Jubilee together. All you are asked to do is to bring along a plate of 
food for the buffet table, to be shared by everyone. Then you will need 
crockery, cutlery and any other picnic items. Tables and chairs would 
also be useful but not essential.

What better way to celebrate this momentous occasion than One 
Big Party? Following the lunch, entertainment will be provided by the 
Three Horseshoes with other events yet to be decided, so watch out for 
flyers	and	posters.

Now	is	also	the	time	to	be	digging	out	that	bunting,	those	flags	and	
all the patriotic paraphernalia for decorating the village over the Jubilee 
weekend.

New email ad-
dress

Village Voice has a new 
email address. It is villa-
gevoice3@gmail.com and 
should be used for all copy 
and pictures from now on. 
The new email address will 
keep news, features, pictures, 
letters, small ads in one place, 
uncluttered by other stuff 
that	floods	into	my	email	ac-
counts.  Please use this email 
address when next you send 
anything at all to Village 
Voice. Thank you.
Patrick Forbes

Caldecote Fuchsia Festival

Village Outing Wednesday July 25th 2012
Gooderstone Water Gardens Norfolk and Houghton Hall, home of 

Britain’s first Prime Minister Walpole, also North Norfolk, leave at 9am. Cost 
approximately £26 per head. All welcome. Names, info and deposit of £10 
per place please to Sylvia Scales, 12 Francis Road, Hinxworth 01462 742505.

 don’t miss copy deadline
Please send all copy and pictures for June’s Village Voice to Patrick Forbes, 18 Francis 
Road, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5HL, villagevoice3@gmail.com by May 20th. Village 
Voice, published by Forbes Services Ltd,  can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

Hinxworth Art Society opened the doors to its annual exhibition.  A 
lively and vibrant atmosphere ensued throughout the weekend with a 
record amount of visitors.   Over 100 original paintings were exhibited 
by more than 30 members of the society.  The artwork included a variety 
of mediums - oils, watercolour, acrylics, pastels, mixed media and pencil 
which made for a delightful display.  Visitors expressed that the exhibition 
was of a ‘very high standard’,’ wonderful friendly atmosphere’ ‘Excellent! 
Most Inspiring!’, ‘Super – as usual’, and had a ‘buzz’ about it. 

Member Frank Amos our resident Pied Piper encouraged our younger 
visitors	 to	pick	up	 a	paint	brush	 (with	 amazing	 results	 –	be	worried	
members) to develop their art skills. 

Thank you to the children for giving us the pleasure of displaying 
your beautiful works of art. 

 As always the ladies of the society provided a wonderful array of re-
freshments  - the cakes were tasty pieces of art in themselves. Thank you!
Susan Levitt

Art exhibition wows visitors

Frank Amos shows Grace Whitfield the way with brush strokes. Photo Viv Hughes A pair of diamonds
Congratulations 

to George and Alice 
Leach of  Norman 
Close,Letchworth, 
who celebrated their 
diamond wedding 
anniversary on April 
12th. Alice was born 
and grew up in Newn-
ham. Aged 17, she met 
her future husband 
while working with a 

Award for Hinxworth High Street
Hinxworth has recently received the divisional award for its High 

Street in the ‘Keep Britain Bumpy’ competition. An official spokesper-
son said, “it demonstrates the best in fissures, potholes, craters, cracks, 
lumps and bumps and is a perfect example of inadequate maintenance.” 
It will now go forward to the national finals with every chance of success.
‘Roadwatcher’

family on holiday in Devon. George, born in Devon, was doing electrical 
work in the house where Alice worked. They were married five years later 
at St Vincent’s Church, Newnham. George was a leading aircraftsman 
in the RAF, serving from 1948 until 1956. While working on radio 
detonation of explosives, George once told seven generals to shut up if 
they wanted to hear explosives blowing up a mile away. After leaving the 
RAF George worked for ICL in Letchworth. 

get over rows and have a laugh
George and Alice had two children, three grandchildren and two great 

grand-daughters. They returned from Singapore in 1956 and moved to 
Letchworth in 1957. The secret of a long and happy marriage? “Just 
getting over any rows. We have a laugh.” Our picture shows George and 
Alice with their greetings card from Queen Elizabeth. We wish them 
well in the months and years ahead.

Hertfordshire Constabulary, Bedfordshire 
Police and Cambridgeshire Constabulary have 
joined forces this spring in launching a new 

Dragon targets plates

operation which aims to tackle misrepresented number plates displayed 
on vehicles using the counties’ roads.

Operation Dragon, which is running throughout March, sees officers 
from	Automatic	Number	Plate	Recognition	(ANPR)	Intercept	Teams	
and Roads Policing Units clamping down on the use of misrepresented 
number plates - which are illegal to use.

Anyone caught displaying a number plate which does not meet the 
DVLA’s criteria will be pulled over by police over and could face a fine 
of up to £1000.

 As part of Operation Dragon, ANPR officers will be looking out 
for and pulling over drivers with number plates that: display adjusted 
fixings or bolts which alter spaces or obscure characters to appear as 
something else; use any font that is not the standard DVLA approved 
‘Charles Wright’ font; use offensive wording or are not easily readable 
or recognised by the naked eye.

vehicle security advice
  Around the farm
Try to ensure that all vehicles are immobilised or kept securely in a 

locked building. If vehicles are left in fields, make sure they are not near 
roads which could provide thieves with a quick and easy escape route. 
Vehicles should be parked, if at all possible, in such a way as to make it 
very difficult or impossible to get to the fuel tanks.

On the Driveway
If possible, garage your car. Many people fill their garage with junk 

and leave their £20,000 car on the driveway! Modern cars cannot be taken 
without the keys. Thieves will sometimes burgle houses to get them, so 
do not leave them lying around. Take your keys to bed. If you have a 
van, reverse it up to a wall to deter theft of its contents. Always remove 
valuables and lock your car – even if it’s kept in the garage. 

Away from home
Lock your vehicle whenever you go to pay for fuel. Do not leave valu-

able items in view, wallets, handbags, portable sat-navs etc. In attended 
car parks, park near the attendant’s kiosk if possible and do not leave the 
ticket in the car. Park in well-lit areas.

Newnham Ladies storm London
Ann had a bright idea,”Shall we have a day out somewhere?” So off 

on a coach trip to town went the intrepid Newnham ladies who lunch! 
First we took a boat trip on the Thames, enjoying a different view of 
those beautiful old buildings, savouring our heritage. The sun shone, no 
breeze ruffled the hairdo’s. 

We had a very good lunch and then we were off again to see the very 
best view of London from the London Eye. Home again and all agreed 
that it had been a splendid day out.
Sheila Rosendale, travel correspondent.

Thanks from Village Voice 
to Councillor Andrew Young, St 
Nicholas Church and the Soup 
Lunch for grant aid to help the 
purchase of Indesign software for  
the continued production of Vil-
lage Voice. We are most grateful.

Party in the Park
Last one probably! Saturday June 30th, 5pm till late. Hog Roast and 

music, glowsticks and dancing; bring the family and friends and let’s 
make this the best one ever. Why not bring a tent and stay over and 
we’ll barbecue breakfast next day? Please register your interest with me, 
Sylvia Scales, on 01462 742505. All welcome.


