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»  Village Voice  «Village Voice
I thought I’d explain what this is and what it involves for those who 

don’t know and haven’t been.  Essentially it is an evening when the village 
(up to 100 of us) get together for a meal, lots of wine and some home-
made entertainment.  We often - and this year is no exception - have an 
auction of days out and goodies donated by other folks in the village. 

all we need is you
Tables seat up to 10 and you can either take pot luck on the night as to 
who you sit with or, if you prefer, get a group of people together and 
have a table to yourselves. Each table needs a host or hostess and apart 
from a few items of crockery and a pudding the major thing we ask is 
that they take the crockery home and wash it, returning it next day to 
the village hall. We have a Master of Ceremonies and an Auctioneer, 
both from the village, and now all we need is you!  

more hosts and entertainers
Although tickets go on sale on November 1st I have already taken orders 
for 40 tickets so if you are planning on coming let me know. Everyone 
from the publication region of Village Voice is welcome. Tickets are 
£12:50 and include your meal and a glass of wine and there will be a 
bar for wine and beer and soft drinks. For more information phone me 
on 01462 742505 and any more offers from hosts and entertainers will 
be gratefully accepted!
Sylvia Scales

Churchyard tidy up
Please come along on Saturday 

20th October at 10am for a tidy up 
of the churchyard at St. Nicholas.  
Bring along a rake and secateurs. 
Volunteers will share a lunch of soup, 
bread and cheese after the tidy-up.

Ladies who lunch

 

Over the months we have had the briefest reports about the Newnham 
Ladies who Lunch. It was time to go and find out more. We met in Cherry 
Holt, a delightful Newnham house on the third Wednesday of the month.

No-one was quite sure when the Ladies who Lunch first met but it 
didn’t matter as we sipped our drinks before adjourning to the dining 
room for a truly delicious meal prepared by hostess Audrey Whalley. 
Melon with stem ginger, beef casserole with a Parmesan topping with 
carrots, beans, courgettes and potatoes, followed by lemon cheesecake 
and or trifle. The conversation was wide-ranging, an absentee member 
was having arthroscopy at the Lister – we drank her health – why  more 
marriages don’t make it to the fiftieth anniversary, earthquake and opera in 
Italy, the usefulness of husbands once the wife has retired, line dancing and 
barbecue, fickle computers that devoured whole thank-you letters without 
so much as a by your leave – you name it, we probably talked about it.

Two and a quarter hours were soon gone and it was time for coffee 
and a photograph before leaving.  “Hinxworth next time?” asked Maria.   
Clearly, ladies who lunch help to glue villages together.
Patrick Forbes

 Breast Cancer Christmas Disco 
I know it’s early but Christmas is fast approaching. So what better 

way to start the December celebrations than with a dance and a drink 
with friends?  Dig out those flares again or maybe your Adam Ant outfit 
and join us for 70’S & 80’S Disco with resident D.J. Les and guest soul 
singer Uche Eke.  Friday 7th December 2012 at Hinxworth Village Hall.   
Bring your own drinks.  Time and ticket price to be confirmed.  To book 
tickets or register an interest, please call me on 07890 212194 or e-mail 
h.donohoe@btopenworld.com. Thank you.
Helene Donohoe

 On October 9th a new NHS phone number 111 will be brought 
into use. This will replace the NHS Direct service, and should be used 
for advice or assistance in all but life threatening situations.  It will aim to 
provide a new way to ensure callers receive the right care and advice from 
the right person in the right place at the right time. This should ensure 
appropriate use of medical services, particularly Accident and Emergency 
services.  Callers in our area will be put through to a team of highly 
trained call advisers supported by experienced nurses and clinicians. 
Calls from landlines and mobile phones are free.  The system was tried 
out in our area and evaluated by two doctors who were at first sceptical 
about it. When the trial was over, they were both convinced of its value 
and possibilities.  Kathleen Bailey, 111 programme lead for Hertfordshire 
explained how the system would work to the Ashwell Patients Group. 

how it worked for Mike and Rosemary
One of those present, Mike Pearch, described how the system had worked 
when his wife Rosemary stepped backwards off a low wall in his garden. 
The 111 service trial was in progress.  “I dialled 111 and got a calm and 
collected lady who by question and answer worked out that my wife’s 
leg was most probably broken. She said she would send an ambulance 
and paramedic. They arrived in four minutes. They gave Rosemary  di-
amorphine and NO2 gas. They placed her in the ambulance, diagnosed a 
fracture and decided to take her to the QE2 Hospital at Welwyn Garden. 
She would have been redirected there from the Lister Hospital. They even 
set the correct postcode into my satnav for me. The simplicity of dialling 
only 111 in a medical emergency is a very good idea.”
Patrick Forbes

Fireworks and Bangers
Saturday 3rd November 

Hinxworth Recreation Ground. 
Gates open 5.30 pm, display starts 
6.30 pm.  Hot dogs and bar open. 
Food and drinks served from 5.30 
pm.  Mulled wine, beer, soft drinks   
Tickets available from Ashwell 
school office, 01462 742297 or 
on the gate.

“It’s either an appeal to 
youth  culture or we can’t      

afford to service the boiler for 
the winter season.”

The Village Supper

Call 111 when it’s less urgent than 999



The key to the Hinxworth village notice board is now 
housed at The Three Horseshoes. Please ask Margaret.

Hinxworth Nature Diary

Superfast Broadband Update
 It has been some time since I was able to report the progress on 

Superfast Broadband. Having now contacted Jennifer Williams I have 
received the email below. The viewed map shows 124 responses numbers 
in the SG7 area. Many thanks to those of you who participated. If there 
are still some of you who haven’t yet responded please do so. Keep up 
the pressure! 

“We have been doing well on demand registrations and have over 
4,500 registrations on the www.superfastforherts.org website since it was 
launched in the middle of June.  We have a new ‘heatmap’ which shows 
where people have registered so you can see how well your village or 
even street is doing - see www.superfastforherts.org/localsupport/. Please 
encourage more people in your area to sign up if they haven’t already 
done so!  We are just finalising a newsletter which I will send out to you 
when I return from leave .”

So, Hinxworth, please let us keep up the momentum. As soon as I 
receive the newsletter I will arrange for a copy to be distributed to all 
households in the Village.  In the meantime if you have any queries do 
not hesitate to contact me by email wggk@btinternet.com
Wendy Kitchener
Clerk to Hinxworth Parish Council

How good is your memory?
 I am compiling a booklet to be entitled ‘Memories of Caldecote’  

If you or members of your family have any memories of Caldecote or 
have friends who no longer live in Caldecote, but have memories of 
it, I would be glad to hear from you.  You may also have ‘memories 
of memories’ passed on to you by older members of the family. The 
booklet will  cover the years 1900 to 1987.  I cannot write it because I 
only came here in 1990.

What I am looking for is a minimum of one A5 page of text (maxi-
mum one A4 page), plus any photos, drawings etc. – anything that 
can be copied and included in the booklet.  Name names, but more 
importantly compose some text which gives the flavour of how life was 
in Caldecote during the first 80 years of the last century.

Do please contact me – Peter Robbins, 4 Meadow Cottages, Calde-
cote, Baldock, Herts. SG7 5LE.  Phone: 01462 742440.  Email: peter@
peterrobbins.eclipse.co.uk

October:  the temperature drops, light 
levels sink and leaves fall from the trees.  It is 
a time of cold, crisp mornings, pale sunlight 
and wood smoke.  Memories spring up in the 
mind, stirred up by the scents.  The world 
becomes quieter.

Seasons result from the positioning of the 
Earth.  The Earth orbits the sun once every 365 
days, but does so tilted at an angle of 23.44 
degrees from the vertical, as measured relative 
to the distant stars.   This has the effect of varying both the length of the 
day and the strength of the sunlight that falls on the surface, in a cycle 
that repeats itself annually. 

Plants growing at our latitude (51 degrees N) have evolved to fit this 
pattern.  The most dramatic examples are the deciduous plants, meaning 
those which regularly shed their leaves.  In the UK, most leaf shedding 
is triggered by declining levels of light.  Leaves turn yellow as the plant 
withdraws chlorophyll.  Some species flood their leaves with red pigment, 
which it is thought to be a defence against insects:  insects will attack a 
yellow, weakened leaf, but cannot see a red one.  A group of genes then 
trigger mechanisms in the abscission layer of leaves, which cause the 
leaves to die, and then to fall.  Cooler, dryer weather produces the most 
spectacular displays of autumn colour.

Grey squirrels are now highly visible among the fallen leaves as they 
gather and store nuts in preparation for winter.  Rivalries are common, 
and the “chirrrr” of angry squirrels can be heard overhead.  “Black 
Squirrels” are genetically identical to the grey and interbreed without 
restriction, the only difference being absence of one gene which produces 
“melanism” in their coats.  Black squirrels occur in the UK only in Hert-
fordshire, Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire, where they were probably 
imported from North America and released onto a country estate amidst 
a group of Grey squirrels in Edwardian times.  The melanistic gene is 
dominant, and seems well-adapted to the UK environment for reasons 
that are not clear;  numbers are currently increasing.  They are a common 
sight in Hinxworth, including two individuals I’ve seen several times in 
the last few weeks in Chapel Street!

Please send any comments or observations to emile_warder@hotmail.
com, or drop round to see us at Kingsmead, in the High Street.
Emile Warder 

Village Voice Kids
By kids and for kids 

The Red Cross are running a session on First Aid for Babies and 
Children on 22nd November in the Village Hall.   This will be an infor-
mal discussion of the latest advice on how to handle the most common 
children’s accidents, including choking, burns and cuts. There will also 
be a short demonstration of how to administer CPR if the worst ever 
happens. The Red Cross team are allowing lots of time for questions 
throughout.

Parents, grandparents and carers are welcome and please feel free 
to bring along babies and toddlers.  The talk will run from 9.30-11.30 
a.m. and will cost £3 per adult, including tea and cake.  Please contact 
Rebecca Warder on 01462 743791 or rebecca.warder@hotmail.co.uk if 
you would like to book a place. 

Little contributions
It would be great to be able to print something produced by kids in 

this column. If any younger readers would like to contribute a story, book 
review, film review, news report or drawing to this column in Village 
Voice, please let me know.  It would also be great to include any news 
for parents and carers, such as local groups and events.
Rebecca Warder 

Free iPhone First Aid App
Last year St John Ambulance launched an iPhone app about first 
aid enabling people to get help immediately if they find themselves 
confronted with a medical emergency. As well as providing advice for 
dealing with major emergencies such as choking or heart attacks it also 
gives useful first aid guidance on how to deal with winter problems like 
hypothermia and frostbite. The app has proved so successful (with over 
43,000 users) that it is to be offered free from Apple app Store from 
Thursday 24th November.

Scarecrows wanted for pub quiz
Crows, those big black birds  are known to be thieves.  If your pre-

cious allotment plants complain about the constant pecking, you need 
a real scarecrow to keep them in line.  We are combining our annual 
Hallowe’en Quiz with a Spooky Scarecrow themed event to raise money 
for the allotment group.  Quiz Night Saturday 3rd November at 8.00 
pm, in The Three Horseshoes. £6 per person, including light refresh-
ments. All proceeds to the allotment group. Prize to the best dressed 
scarecrow.  Why not go to the fireworks and then on to the pub quiz?
Margaret Platten

St Nicholas Concert raised £500
 September’s home-grown concert at St Nicholas Church featuring the 

amazing Logan-Diggle family, Andy Hartree and Simon Marlow was a 
great success and raised around £500 towards the cost of installing one or 
two loos on the site. Thanks to all who took part and helped it to happen.



October 6th & 7th Ashwell Book Weekend, St. Mary’s Church see page 3
October 12th Soup lunch, Hinxworth Village Hall, 12.30pm - 2pm
October13th Ashwell Harp Festival, St. Mary’s Church, 7pm
October 20th November Village Voice deadline
October 20th Churchyard tidy up St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 10am
October 20th Oktoberfest, Ashwell Village Hall, 8pm
October 27th Mad Hatter’s Big Drawing event 10am - 2.30pm see page 3
November 3rd Fireworks Display, Hinxworth Rec. 5.30pm
November 3rd Scarecrow Quiz, The Three Horseshoes. 8pm, see page 2
November 17th Memphis Jazz Band concert in St Nicholas Church
November 22nd Red Cross training Hinxworth Village Hall 9.30am
November 24th Village Supper Hinxworth Village Hall
December 7th Disco in aid of Breast Cancer Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 1
June 30th 2013 Newnham Church Lunch

Dates for your diary

Mad Hatter’s Tea Party
Saturday 27th October, 10 am - 2.30pm.  This still life 
drawing event will focus on a large group drawing based 
on the Alice in Wonderland party table, including piles 
of crockery, colourful cakes, “eat me/drink me” bottles, 
fob watches and top hats.

Stratton Art Department will be leading the event, 
with teachers on hand to give basic tuition and advice on 
how to develop your still life drawing skills and exploring 

materials. Come join in with this Big Draw event, no matter what your 
drawing experience.  There is a small fee of £5 per person, and the event 
is open to ages 11 years and above.  There will be refreshments available 
– money raised from sales goes to support the Year Nine art club.  The 
work produced from this day will be exhibited in the school which will 
be open to the public

Spaces are limited, so please contact Lesa Welch on stlwelch@stratton.
beds.sch.uk or telephone 01767 220000 if you wish to book a space.

Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 10th September in the Vil-

lage Hall.  Present: Mr L. Whitfield, Chairman, Mr A. Culllen, Mr 
D.Osmond, Mr  E. Sore, Mr P. Watler, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.

Salt Bins: It was agreed the three salt bins would be sited in the Village 
as follows: The large bin by the Village Hall, one small bin in the Three 
Horseshoes car park  and one small bin in Homefield, to be agreed with 
Stuart Lillie, Chairman of Homefield residents association.

Annual Accounts 2011/2012:  BDO Stoy Hayward have completed 
the external audit for the 2011/2012 accounts. In their report BDO 
require the Parish Council to provide a risk assessment. The Chairman 
and the Clerk are already working on a viable report applicable to a 
small Parish Council. 

Planning: Cantlebury Chapel Street. Planning Application 
12/01874/1HH. The Councillors agreed to “no objection” to the pro-
posed extension.      

Highways: Francis Road: In some areas of the road the grass and 
weeds have yet to be cleared.   The hedges in New Inn Road near to the 
High Street need to be cut back.  The sign by the s-bend in New Inn 
Road requires replacing.  The Hinxworth sign on the Edworth Road 
needs replacing as it has rusted away.  Hertfordshire Highways have been 
notified of the above items.  

Village Hall:  The Fire Door: David Osmond reported Derek Bridge-
water has fitted the new fire door for the rear of the Village Hall.  

Recreation Ground: Child Seat on the Swings requires some attention.
Allotments:  Annual Subscriptions: These were due on September 

1st and some are still outstanding. The Parish Council agreed to a plot 
being let to Pam Beesley from Broom. There are a few additional items 
requiring action by HAG.

Any Other Business: Mole End Licence: This has now been agreed, 
signed and witnessed by the parties involved. The original is with the 
Parish Council and a copy is to be sent to the owners of Mole End.  Bot-
tle Bank: The Parish Council has now considered the cost and in their 
opinion it is not commensurate to the benefit gained - therefore they 
do not intend to pursue the project at this time.  The War Memorial 
Garden: The Chairman is to write to the residents of Gordon Cottage to 
thank them both for the planting and general upkeep of the area.  Fence 
at the rear of the Sub-Station Francis Road: The Councillors have been 
notified this fence is in poor repair. They therefore require photographs 
to send to the appropriate body.

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday October 4th 2012 at 7pm in 
the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council 

Echoes of New Orleans
 Peter Chapman was Head 

of Knights Templar School in 
Baldock. He has played with Cam-
bridge based Memphis Jazz Band 
for 30 out of its 40 years. He told 
me about the band and its music. 
“The eight piece band, trumpet, 
trombone, clarinet, saxophone, 
piano, bass, drums, guitar were 
very much part of the early days 
of traditional jazz in Cambridge. 
We play less than we used to as 
some of the others are getting 
older.  We don’t advertise, we rely 
on word of mouth which means the band doesn’t take over our lives. 
Our trumpeter is very active, plays in all sorts of bands. In the 30 years 
that I’ve played with them we’ve never had a rehearsal.” Sounds like my 
kind of band, I thought. 

jazz from a melting pot
“We do weddings, parties, bar-mitzvahs, and years ago we played regularly 
at Hinxworth Village Hall. One of our programmes is called ‘The History 
of Jazz’ – it’s really the history of jazz from about 1917 to 1922. In our 
performance in St Nicholas Church on November 17th we’re going to 
play a programme which I’m devising called ‘Echoes of New Orleans’. 
We’ll look at how jazz emerged in and around New Orleans and emerged 
from the blues. New Orleans was a French colony and jazz grew out of 
a melting pot of different influences, French, Spanish, African and see 
how jazz was expressed through different personalities like Louis Arm-
strong. There were also white bands, the Original Dixieland Jazz Band, 
one of the most famous early bands. One of their numbers was Tiger 
Rag. We’ll look at the geography of New Orleans; many of the streets 
gave their names to tunes. There’s religious influence, and Mardi Gras 
and Voodoo. We’ll weave all this into a little tale to go with the music.” 

Tickets are available now  at £10, to include a glass of wine, from 
01462 742015.  
Patrick Forbes

13th Ashwell Book Weekend
This will be held in St. Mary’s Church, Ashwell on Saturday 6th Oc-

tober from 10.00am – 5.00pm and Sunday 7th October from Noon – 5 
pm. Entrance still only £1. Many hundreds of books for sale, all types 
and prices. Come and browse and buy. Refreshments available.

If you have any books to donate, we would be pleased to accept them 
from 1st to 4th October in Church during the day or they can be left in 
the North Porch. Many thanks.
Carolyn Lush 01462 743408

We hoped to publish this picture of the 
Village Hall front door shattered glass last 
month but there wasn’t room. The glass was 
broken as a result of grass being mown or 
strimmed. Liability was accepted and the 
door was repaired without cost to the village.



  Church Services
October 7th  10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth. 
October 14th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
October 21st 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
October 28th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth  

              9.30am Holy Communion St Vincent Newnham

On the beat 
with PC 431 Paul Marina

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Pettitt@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 101 if you have suffered a 
crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immediate response 
if you have just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

October’s surgery will be held in the Parish Room, Ashwell 10.30am 
until 12 pm on Saturday October 20th.

contact us

Please send all copy and pictures for November’s Village Voice to An-
nie Cullen, 1 Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to 
villagevoice3@gmail.com by October 20th. Village Voice, published 
by Forbes Services Ltd,  can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

A Concert on Saturday 13th  October at 7 pm in St Mary’s  Church-
Mill Street, Ashwell. Tickets £10, under 18 and Friends of the Ensemble 
£5. Telephone 01264 742240. Also available at Ashwell Post Office, or 
after October 3rd by sending  a stamped addressed envelope to 21 Silver 
Street, Ashwell, Baldock, Hertfordshire. SG7 5QJ. Money non return-
able. Tickets available on the door.

“The International Harp Ensemble brings harp playing to the fore. 
It is a platform of unique and tremendous opportunities for harp en-
thusiasts of all ages. It is a positive and inspirational training ground for 
the world of performing. The repertoire is rich in diversity, impeccably 
presented and performed to the highest standard. The sky’s the limit,”    
said Luisa-Maria Cordell, founder.

Ashwell Harp Festival

Crumbs of comfort
Come along to the Soup Lunch on October 12th and find not just 

crumbs but whole cakes - homemade of course!  These will be sold to 
raise funds for the Hinxworth Allotment Group.  The allotment commit-
tee is working to enhance the plots by controlling weeds and excluding 
the wildlife and needs funds to be able to buy the necessary equipment.  
Plots, half plots and children’ plots are still available.  Children’ plots 
are free.  More information from Betty Thorn on 01462 742858.

For anyone who has not yet tasted the delicious home made soup 
and puddings at the Soup Lunch, you have been missing out on a 
treat.  So we invite you to come along and enjoy not just the tasty treats 
on offer but also the convivial atmosphere and chat between 12.30 
and 2pm  More information from Yvonne  Tookey 01462 742439

euro-millions scam
With the world’s media reporting on the new 

Euro-millionaires couple who live in our neigh-
bouring county of Suffolk, we thought it would be 
opportune to warn you about an email scam that 
purportedly comes from last year’s lottery millionaire couple Colin and 
Chris Weir.  The scam email has been sent to hundreds of thousands of 
people informing them they have been selected to receive a large sum 
of money from the couple’s charity foundation. In order to receive the 
“donation”, the email recipient must provide personal details. The email 
exploits the Weirs reputation for generosity to deserving causes. If you 
receive this email do not reply or send any personal information.

buggy thieves
There has recently been a spate of thefts of prams, buggies and push 

chairs, particularly top-of-the-range models.  Those targeted have been 
left unattended whilst the owners have entered shops or other business 
premises, leaving the pram/buggy outside.  Please try to  make other 
arrangements to protect your property; if it is not possible to take the 
pram/buggy into the premises, then try to find someone to watch it for 
you, or consider purchasing a small bicycle-style padlock to deter the 
opportunist thief.  Shop and business owners and workers are asked to 
remind customers of the risk of leaving empty prams/buggies unattended.

Remember you can register your property at www.immobilise.com

are you special?
Hertfordshire Constabulary is seeking to recruit people familiar with 
and interested in the needs of rural communities to join its team of 
Rural Special Constables. As part of a drive to recruit an additional 150 
Special Constables to its 400 strong team already helping to keeping the 
county safe, the force is looking for those with local knowledge of the 
countryside to become Rural Specials.

ICE
ICE (In Case of Emergency) is the Emergency Services Mobile Con-

tact. This service came about in 2005 after the London bombings and 
it is now a way of providing emergency services with vital information.

It is a programme that enables first responders, such as paramedics, 
firefighters and police officers,  to contact the next of kin of the owner of 
a mobile phone and to obtain important medical or support information. 

If you carry a mobile it is worthwhile having your phone set up with 
ICE contacts. You maybe going on holiday, taking the dog out for a walk, 
enjoying the countryside, driving or popping to the shops. Whatever 
you are doing it is good to have details of an emergency contact set up 
on your phone.

it is easy to do
How do I do it?  It is easy to do, go into your address book on your 
mobile phone and then into add new contacts.  Then add the following: 
ICE 1 then add a telephone number of a person that you would like to 
be contacted in the event of an emergency. Add ICE 2 and a contact 

Logs for sale
Seasoned hardwood logs for sale (no softwood) £80 per 300 logs, 

equivalent to a large builder’s bag. Free delivery within five miles of 
Hinxworth. Uncut rounds also available for sale, please phone for de-
tails. Please contact Tony Dawson on 01462 743092 or 07503 950359.  
Thank you.

Newnham Church Lunch
Next year’s Newnham Church Lunch will be held at Newnham Hall 

Cottage on Sunday June 30th 2013. Book the date now and don’t miss 
Newnham’s great annual gastronomic treat.

Ashwell does Oktoberfest
Ashwell’s indoor Bavarian beergarden returns!  Once again, the 

Ashwell Playgroup committee are running this hugely popular event to 
raise funds for Ashwell Playgroup.  There is a large variety of German 
beers, schnapps and wines to sample, and German snacks on offer.  It is 
on Saturday 20th October 8pm at Ashwell Village Hall.  Tickets cost £5 
and are available to buy in advance or on the door.  All are very welcome, 
please contact Lorraine Perricone 01462 743290


