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Coming soon to a Village Hall 

near you...
The Village Supper

Saturday 24th November, an evening of unsurpassed food, entertain-
ment and conversation... All it needs now is YOU. Keep the date free.  
Tickets go on sale on November 1st, same price as last year £12.50. This 
is always a  popular event, you are advised to book early!  Please volunteer 
to be a host  or hostess, it’s not onerous and you get to be on the same 
table as your friends. We also need entertainment so if you can sing, 
dance, tell jokes, play an instrument or have a great idea for a sketch or 
game; in other words anything! Let me know please!
Sylvia Scales 01462 742505

The Hinxworth Archery Club’s Annual Invitation Tournament was 
again very well attended with teams of archers coming from other local 
clubs competing for the Hinxworth Shield. 40 archers took to the field 
shooting at distances of 80, 60 and 50 yards for the adults and 50, 40 
and 30 yards for the juniors. The weather was fine with a light breeze, 
perfect for archery. 

opposition in confident mood
The main competition came from Aquarius Archery Club from North 
London, who after a pub lunch at “The Shoes” were all in confident 
mood with their ten archers making an impressive start. Roger Spillane 
Aquarius’s longbow champion and brother to Margaret Patten, landlady of 
“The Three Horseshoes” in Hinxworth, scored a magnificent 615 points. 
The team of six from Kestrels Archery Club from Biggleswade also made 
a strong challenge with some impressive performances.

Neil’s new record score
 Royston Heath Archery Club’s team of six put in some very worthy scores 
with Daniel Dawes, 13, scoring a creditable 818 points to achieve the 
highest junior score of the day.  Hosts Hinxworth A.C. again won the 
“Hinxworth Shield” with their top five archers scoring 3,430 points to 
second place Aquarius five man team’s 2,950 points. The most notable 
performance from Hinxworth was Neil Bridgewater’s new Herts. County 
Compound Record of 858 out of a maximum possible 864 points.

upcoming event
Hinxworth are again hosting the annual Hertfordshire County Western 
Tournament on the recreation ground on Sunday 2nd September when 
archers from all over Hertfordshire will compete for medals.
David Osmond

Engagement Extravaganza in Edworth
Two weeks ago Sum-

mer Barn in Edworth was 
celebrating the engagement 
of David and Sue Cranston’s 
son, Sam, and his fiancée, 
Anna. The sun shone down 
on a wonderful evening en-
joyed by family and friends 
of the happy couple.  With 
plenty of food and drink the 
celebrations went on late 
into the night. 
Sue Cranston

Friday 28th September 10.30am 
Hinxworth Village Hall

Last year, the MacMillan coffee morning held in Hinxworth raised the 
most from all the coffee mornings held in the Baldock area, thanks to 
everyone who came for their support.  This year, it would be great to do 
even better.  Please do come along for a coffee and a piece of cake, or 
perhaps a ‘healthy option’ fruit smoothie.

cakes and raffle prizes needed
If you would like to donate a raffle prize, or make a cake, please get in 
touch with Annie Cullen on 01462 742102 or Michele Jarman 01462 
743453. Thank you.

Churchyard tidy up
Please come along on Saturday 

20th October at 10am for a tidy up 
of the churchyard at St. Nicholas.  
Bring along a rake and secateurs. 
Volunteers will share a lunch of soup, 
bread and cheese after the tidy-up.

Anna Dawson and David Osmond on target

Harvest Festival
at St Nicholas Church Hinxworth 
on Sunday September 30th at 3.30 
pm followed by tea in the Church. 
Do come and join us.

Hinxworth Archers win Hinxworth Shield

New NHS DIRECT number 111
NHS Direct is changing – Call 111. A new service is being intro-

duced to replace the existing NHS Direct.  The new number for advice 
or non-emergency treatment will be 111. The 999 service will continue 
unaltered for emergencies where lives are at risk. Ashwell Patients’ Group 
have invited the person responsible for introducing the 111 scheme into 
our region to give a talk at Ashwell Surgery at 7.00pm on Tuesday 18th 
September 2012. All welcome.

We hope to publish more information about this change in next 
month’s Village Voice.



Caldecote Church - Open Days
Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th September, 12pm - 4pm.  Come and 

imagine how this little church welcomed its first visitors in 1350!  Once 
again, the redundant mediaeval Church of St. Mary Magdalene at Calde-
cote will open its doors to welcome the public for Heritage Open Days.  
Entrance is free.  Visitors will have the chance to buy a recently-produced 
‘History of Caldecote to 1600’ describing the mediaeval village, written 
by Professor Christopher Dyer of Leicester University.     After viewing 
the church, the visitors can sit outside and enjoy tea and scrumptious 
scones with cream and jam.  There will also be a ‘Bric-a Brac’ stall.  An 
absorbing and sociable afternoon out which hopefully will again pro-
duce a profit for the church restoration fund – repairs are still needed!  
Kerry Rafferty 0774 230 1812

Exercise Class
For anyone interested in an ex-

ercise class in the Village Hall there 
is an introductory session on Mon-
day 10th September at 7.30pm 
to assess interest  and what kind 
of class we want.  Please come if 
you are interested or phone me on  
01462 742505 for information.
Sylvia Scales

Can you iron?
If yes, can you please help me? I 

am willing to pay 35p per item for 
you to iron one morning a week, at 
my house in Edworth.  The day can 
be at your convenience. There would 
be approximately 35 items a week, 
sometimes more.   Interested ? Please 
call me on 07771 547901.
Lesa Welch

One of the delights of living in Hinxworth is 
the beautiful north Hertfordshire countryside.  
A landscape of fields, hedges and small planta-
tion woods, it reflects the seasons wonderfully, 
and richly rewards observers with a constant 
tale of shifting light and weather.

Hinxworth seems particularly distinguished 
in September by a rich display of seeds and fruit 
in the hedges.  All around the village now are 
brambles, hawthorn, sloe, lime, ash, innumer-

Games maker Ollie
19 year Ollie England from 

Caldecote was a volunteer at 
the Olympic Village. He heard 
of the possibility from a school 
friend at Knights Templar who 
found out about it on line.  “He 
asked me if I wanted to do it 
and I said ‘yes’.” Ollie is reading 
Geography at Plymouth. 

“There was quite a long ap-
plication form for being a vol-
unteer. It was relatively simple 
to fill up. I sent it off and last 
September I got an e-mail say-
ing I had an interview. I went 
to Canary Wharf for the interview. Two weeks later I had an e-mail to 
say I had been accepted and would need to go for training. There were 
three different training sessions. One was a general one where 10,000 of 
us went to Wembley Arena, one of seven such events. One session was 
role specific where I learned what I would be doing and the other was 
venue specific where I walked round the Olympic Village.” 

friendly face for athletes
“I was mainly meeting and greeting the athletes as they came into the 
security section so I would be helping the security people load all the 
extra machines and be the friendly face for the athletes to see rather than 
a grumpy G4S guy who’d been working a 12 hour shift. The training 
was handled by another security firm and LOCOG. I was working two 
weeks before the Games opened and the  public arrived. My last shift 
was the day after the opening ceremony. I went to a preview of that on 
the Wednesday. I thought it was amazing, especially being there  because 
it was so loud and we were part of it.”

we had to use sign language
“Many of the athletes from Asian countries didn’t speech much English 
so it was difficult to talk to them. We had to ask them about their diet 
for security reasons and it was quite difficult to get that across. We had 
to ask them if they had a laptop in their bag, and if they had, to take 
it out, and they had no idea what we were saying. We had to use sign 
language. It was good to see some of the Team GB athletes arrive. On 
my first day I saw Tom Daley. I saw Ryan Giggs and the whole Team 
GB football team, all the GB swimming team.”

being part of the games
“I was camping about half an hour away with a group of volunteers. One 
of the best things about being there was being part of the Games, being 
part of it, not just looking from the outside in. The athletes almost had 
to talk to me. I talked to a lot of them, had some really good conversa-
tions. Sometimes we had to show the athletes round the village and the 
Olympic Park.

Tudor and Victorian welcome
The opening ceremony was definitely a highlight for me, going to the 
preview. And every time a team arrived they would have a welcoming 
ceremony which was a bit more private, involving the National Youth 
Theatre putting on a performance with Tudor and Victorian costumes.”

athletes’ food best ever
“We were given one meal voucher for lunch each day and we had tea 
breaks. All the athletes seemed very relaxed. Many said that the food they 
were given was the best they had had at any Olympic Games and that 
their beds were the most comfortable they had known at any Games. 
The Organising Committee had asked athletes what they wanted or 
expected from the Village rather than assuming they knew what the 
athletes would want.

I had a really good time there and would love to do it again, perhaps 
in Rio or at the Winter Games.”
Patrick Forbes

Hinxworth Nature Diary

able seeding grasses;  and the clocks of thistle and dandelion are blowing 
freely in the wind.

sloes make helpful hedges and sloe gin
Sloes are particularly delightful.  Fruit of the blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), 
this native shrub is commonly found in hedged  farmland in Britain.  It 
easily survives the bitter winds of January, and thrives on heavy clay  soils, 
which must have made it a natural choice of the Hinxworth landowners 
when they enclosed their ancient open fields by Act of Parliament in 
1802.  Producing beautiful clouds of pure white  flowers in early spring, 
by September it is laden with small purple-black fruit which have a rich 
sheen, hence the description “sloe-eyed”.  Although highly astringent raw, 
sloes are a staple of the country kitchen appearing in numerous recipes 
including of course the famous liqueur sloe gin.

Scandinavian visitors
September also sees dramatic changes in the Hinxworth bird popula-
tion.  The dark brown swifts, which in the summer nested under eaves 
all along Chapel Street, have already departed for their winter feeding 
grounds in southern Africa. The swallows and house martens fly until 
late September, frantically busying themselves feeding up their chicks in 
preparation for the long flight south.  In their place come the birds of 
the uplands  and from Scandinavia,  inhabitants  of ploughed farmland:  
golden plover, lapwings and the graceful curlew, with his long curved 
bill and bubbling, liquid call.

feedback please
Please send all comments and any Hinxworth sightings to emile_warder@
hotmail.com.  Alternatively, please drop round and see Rebecca, Alexander 
and me at Kingsmead, on the corner of Chapel and High Streets, where 
I can promise you a cup of tea.  Alexander, 14  months, may make you 
a present of a small collection of stones he has gathered from the garden!
Emile Warder



September 8th & 9th Caldecote Church Open Days 12pm - 4pm see page 2
September 10th Exercise class introduction Hinxworth Village Hall 7.30pm
September 11th Neighbourhood watch meeting Ashwell Parish Rooms 8pm
September 13th Hinxworth and Edworth WI Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45pm
September 15th Country and Western evening Newnham Village Hall 7.30pm
September 15th Police Surgery Church room Ashwell 10.30am - 12pm
September 18th Ashwell Patients’ Group meeting Ashwell Surgery 7 pm
September 20th Copy deadline for October Village Voice
September 22nd Beethoven to Bilk concert in St. Nicholas Church 7.30pm
September 28th Macmillan Coffee morning Hinxworth Village Hall 10.30am
September 30th Harvest Festival St Nicholas Church 3.30 pm
October 6th & 7th Ashwell Book Weekend, St. Mary’s Church see page 3
October 20th Churchyard tidy up St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 10am
October 27th Mad Hatter’s Big Drawing event 10am - 2.30pm see page 3
November 17th Memphis Jazz Band concert in St Nicholas Church
November 24th Village Supper Hinxworth Village Hall

Dates for your diary

Fine wines for sale
I have 20 bottles of fine wine to sell on at cost price, £10 per bottle.  

I have bought the surplus wine from the ball, but can’t drink it all myself!
White: Waipara Springs Sauvignon Blanc 2010;  Waipara Valley, 

New Zealand.  Bouchard Finlayson Sans Barrique Chardonnay 2010, 
Walker Bay South Africa.

 Rosé:  Bremerton Estate Racy Rose; Shiraz Cabernet 2011 - Lang-
horne Creek Australia; Trentham Estate La Famiglia Sangiovese Rose 
2010 - NSW Australia. 

Red:  Waipara Springs Pinot Noir 2009 - Waipara Valley; New 
Zealand;  Trentham Estate Heathcote Shiraz 2008 - Victoria, Australia.  

If you are interested in buying any of the bottles, please give me a 
ring on 01462 742505.
Victoria Scales

Another 10 Years On
Ten years ago we wrote an article for V.V. which concluded with ‘I 

hope to write again in 2012. Well! Where have those last ten years gone? 
And more importantly the 20 years since our arrival at Bury End. They 
say time flies when you’re enjoying yourself and that is certainly true of 
our life here in Hinxworth.

There is no doubt village life is changing, but it always has. It evolves 
over time and although the population remains virtually the same, ideals 
and aspirations change.

Young people are drawn to the towns in search of the more sophisti-
cated pursuits that leisure centres and multiplex cinemas have to offer and 
why not? However we are sure even these youngsters are happy to return 
home to Hinxworth knowing that they are part of a community who look 
out for them and care. Sentimental though it may sound, Hinxworth 
folk are like that whether they have been here 100 years or only one.

poor take-up for village events
Sadly, the one thing that does seem to be on the decline is participation 
in village events by new residents. It is not that many years ago when 
things like the Village Supper and Party in the Park had waiting lists for 
tickets. The Village Hall refurbishment and the re-ordering of St. Nicholas 
Church would never have taken place without the whole village turning 
out to social and fundraising events.

There have also been some changes in and around Bury End with 
another house having been added and a change of neighbours in all 
three.  From a time of being rather isolated and detached in this corner 
of the village to the hustle and bustle of children and family life going 
on around us. This is something we have encompassed in our own lives 
too, with 7 grandchildren ranging from 8 to 17.

Bury End itself has seen a couple more changes in house and garden 
with the new utility room and kitchen extension in addition to the sum-
merhouse and pool on what was, in Monica Dickens’ day, circa 1950, 
the old tennis court. 

old dog teaches new
We said a sad farewell to our darling Irish red & white Setters, Henry 
and Hannah who now sleep peacefully where they were desperate to be 
but never allowed to get – under a tree in the pool area. In 2010 we wel-
comed Connie dog into our home and hearts, at that time a very scrawny 
and bedraggled little cocker spaniel. She had been used, all her life, as a 
puppy machine and life as a domestic pet was a complete mystery and 
very frightening. With the help of dear old Henry for a couple of months 
and much TLC she is now a well-adjusted and affectionate little dog who 
has not only crept into our hearts but also those of quite a few villagers.

We both continue to play an active part in village life and have co-
erced other family members with daughter Heidi following in mother’s 
footsteps as WI president.  Lydia and William attend Sunday School, and 
Beverly continues to serve the Community at Farrowby Farm.

lucky to be here
We feel fortunate to live in a community such as our’s where sincere and 
lasting friendships have been made and the sure knowledge that in the 
bad and down times there will be many with a kind word of support, 
and equally with whom we can  share times of celebration and happiness.

It is amazing the number of people who have commented on what a 
friendly village this is and what a nice place Hinxworth must be to live 
in. Well! After 20 years, we can truly say, “It is”.
Viv and Geoff, Bury End Cottage

13th Ashwell Book Weekend
This will be held in St. Mary’s Church, Ashwell on Saturday 6th Oc-

tober from 10.00am – 5.00pm and Sunday 7th October from Noon – 5 
pm. Entrance still only £1. Many hundreds of books for sale, all types 
and prices. Come and browse and buy. Refreshments available.

If you have any books to donate, we would be pleased to accept them 
from 1st to 4th October in Church during the day or they can be left in 
the North Porch. Many thanks.
Carolyn Lush 01462 743408

Mad Hatter’s Tea Party
Saturday 27th October, 10 am - 2.30pm.  This still life 
drawing event will focus on a large group drawing based 
on the Alice in Wonderland party table, including piles 
of crockery, colourful cakes, “eat me/drink me” bottles, 
fob watches and top hats.

Stratton Art Department will be leading the event, 
with teachers on hand to give basic tuition and advice on 
how to develop your still life drawing skills and exploring 

Newnham Country and Western
Newnham Village Hall will be hosting a Country & Western Evening 

on Saturday 15th September at 7.30pm. There will be line dancing for 
beginners and a free barbecue together with baked potatoes and Phil’s 
magic chilli. Prizes for the best dressed Cowboy and Cowgirl plus a raffle 
will be held alongside a ‘Kill the Committee’ shooting gallery. 

All are welcome, bring your own drinks and a raffle prize and a few 
friends in order to enjoy the fun. Adults £10, kids £5 including food. 
More details from Phil & Pat on 01462 742197.

 “Beethoven to Bilk” Concert Tickets
now available

Order your tickets for this concert of popular and classical music to 
be held on Saturday September 22nd at 7.30 pm in St Nicholas Church 
Hinxworth from Patrick or Annette Forbes 01462 742015. They cost 
just £10 per person to include a glass of delicious wine.

materials. Come join in with this Big Draw event, no matter what your 
drawing experience.  There is a small fee of £5 per person, and the event 
is open to ages 11 years and above.  There will be refreshments available 
– money raised from sales goes to support the Year Nine art club.  The 
work produced from this day will be exhibited in the school which will 
be open to the public

Spaces are limited, so please contact Lesa Welch on stlwelch@stratton.
beds.sch.uk or telephone 01767 220000 if you wish to book a space.



  Church Services
September 2nd  10.15 am Family Service St Nicholas, Hinxworth. 
September 9th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
September 16th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
September 23rd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St Nicholas, Hinxworth
    9.30 Holy Communion St Vincent Newnham
September 30th 3.30 pm Harvest Festival St Nicholas Hinxworth       

                 followed by tea in the Church.
Please note there is no 9.15 am service at St Nicholas on Sept 30th

On the beat 
with PC 431 Paul Marina

 

Postal scams pose a threat to older and vulner-
able members of our communities who are often-
targeted by them. These scams frequently originate 
from outside the UK and aim to cheat people out of 
their money. Increasingly we have reports of people spending thousands 
on bogus lotteries, postal scams, competitions, miracle cures for ailments 
and investment scams.

Family members are discovering relatives have spent thousands of 
pounds answering bogus competitions.  One family discovered after their 
father’s death that he had sent by credit transfer thousands of pounds to 
Nigeria. The people with whom we have been involved so far all have 
similar traits to their personalities.

- They are retired professionals.
- They have a relatively high standards of living.
- Do not believe they are being conned in the first instance
- Initially try to outwit the scammers.
- Always believe they are close to winning that elusive big prize or 

that their investments are due to mature soon.

beware bank fraudster
Last month not far away from us a victim received a telephone call 

from a man who stated he was from the bank and that the victim’s bank 
card was due to expire. He then went on to say he would call round 
shortly to replace the card. The man came to the victim’s address and 
asked for the Santander bank card which he then replaced with an Al-
liance & Leicester card stating that he had the pin number. Since then 
several withdrawals and payments have been made from the victim’s 
bank account which total nearly £12,000.

The victim in this case was elderly and vulnerable so if you have 
any relatives or neighbours who are in this position please pass on the 
warning not to engage with anyone telephoning or calling round saying 
they are from their bank. Banks and financial institutions do not usually 
contact their customers in this way and if there is any doubt as to who 
they are, put the phone down and ring the bank to see if they really are 
trying to contact you.

uncontrolled dogs land owner in court
A woman from North Herts. has ended up in court after failing 

to keep her dogs under control whilst walking them in a public place.
She was walking her three dogs on a public footpath in Nuthampstead 

near Royston when they attacked a Munsterlander puppy belonging to 
another member of the public. They then also attacked the owner of the 
puppy when he tried to stop the fight. 

The owner was given a 12 month conditional discharge and ordered 
to pay compensation to cover vet’s bills and court costs. She was also or-
dered to muzzle the dogs and not to take them out on an extending lead.

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Amy.Pettitt@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757935

My phone number is 01438 757924. Ring 101 if you have suffered a 
crime or need Police within a couple of hours. 999 for immediate response 
if you have just suffered a crime and for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural.

September’s  surgery will be held in the Parish Room, Ashwell  10.30 am 
until 12 pm on Saturday September 15th.

contact us

Neighbourhood Watch
The next Neighbourhood Watch meeting is on Tuesday 11th Sep-

tember 8pm in Ashwell Parish Rooms.

Please send all copy and pictures for October’s Village Voice to Annie Cul-
len, 1 Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to villagevoice3@
gmail.com by September 20th. Village Voice, published by Forbes Services 
Ltd,  can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

A Concert on Saturday 13th  October at 7 pm in St Mary’s  Church-
Mill Street, Ashwell. Tickets £10, under 18 and Friends of the Ensemble 
£5. Telephone 01264 742240. Also available at Ashwell Post Office, 
or after October 3rd, by sending  a stamped addressed envelope  to 21 
Silver Street, Ashwell, Baldock, Hertfordshire. SG7 5QJ. Money non 
returnable. Tickets available on the door.

“The International Harp Ensemble brings harp playing to the fore. 
It is a platform of unique and tremendous opportunities for harp en-
thusiasts of all ages. It is a positive and inspirational training ground for 
the world of performing. The repertoire is rich in diversity, impeccably 
presented and performed to the highest standard. The sky’s the limit...” 
- Luisa-Maria Cordell, Founder.

Ashwell Harp Festival

Crumbs of comfort
Come along to the Soup Lunch on October 12th and find not just 

crumbs but whole cakes - homemade of course!  These will be sold to 
raise funds for the Hinxworth Allotment Group.  The allotment commit-
tee is working to enhance the plots by controlling weeds and excluding 
the wildlife and needs funds to be able to buy the necessary equipment.  
Plots, half plots and children’ plots are still available.  Children’ plots are 
free.  More information from Betty Thorn on 01462 742858.

For anyone who has not yet tasted the delicious home made soup 
and puddings at the Soup Lunch, you have been missing out on a treat.  
So we invite you to come along and enjoy not just the tasty treats on 
offer but also the convivial atmosphere and chat between 12.30 and 2pm  
More information from Yvonne  Tookey 01462 742439

Soup Lunch
September’s Soup Lunch will be on Friday September 7th from 12.30 

pm until 2 pm in Hinxworth Village Hall. 

Scams by post

 Rural Broadband:  If they can 
get it why can’t we?

Church spires bring wireless broadband
Read the full article on the internet from the Daily  Telegraph at 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/broadband/9393310/Rural-
broadband-connected-churches-bringing-faster-internet-to-Norfolk.
html. If that’s too much of a mouthful, type WiSpire into your  browser 
and click on ‘about us’. Then if this is of interest and you wouldn’t mind 
joining a group for Hinxworth/Edworth/Newnham to get something 
going for improved broadband please get in touch  on 01462  742820.
Gerald Clare


