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£529 raised on Red Nose Day                                                              
Hinxworth and Edworth’s coffee morning and soup lunch raised 

£529.71 for Comic Relief on March 15th. A big thank you to all who 
helped in any way,  organised the raffle, contributed prizes, who baked 
cakes, cooked and served coffees and lunches, and sold  cds, dvds, and  
all manner of strange things.  

Flute and Organ Concert at Saint 
Nicholas Church

 Marlene Verwey, who won Sir James 
Galway’s Rising Star of 2012 award, is to 
give a concert of music for flute and organ 
at Saint Nicholas Church, Hinxworth 
at 7.30 pm on Saturday May 25th.  She 
will be accompanied by organist Herman 
Jordaan.  Marlene grew up on a farm in 
the rugged Northwest province of South 
Africa. She studied under the former 
principal flautist of the New York Philhar-
monic, Jeanne Baxtresser, and international 
Italian soloist Raffaele Trevisani.

 She now plays and teaches in this 
country and has recently released her first 
cd ‘A Flute Affair’, described by Sir James Galway as ‘a beautiful record-
ing and a pleasure to listen to.’

 Tickets for this concert, to include a glass of wine, will be available 
at £10 from Patrick Forbes on 01462 742015 and other members of 
Saint Nicholas  Church congregation.Come and enjoy an evening at the Casino   

Saturday 6th July 2013.  Three tables of Poker, 
Black-Jack and Roulette at Hinxworth and Edworth 
Village Hall.  Evening Dress — Black Tie, 7.30 for 8pm.  
£15 each including food, Tickets from Jan Raynham, 
Ogles, High Street, Hinxworth.  01462 742258

Action Required!
Do you want to be stuck with broadband at 2mb or less?
Take no action and that is what you could be stuck with. 
Register your interest in receiving faster broadband. Go to www.
superfastforherts.org
 There is no commitment to actually take it when it becomes 
available.  You will not be called by anyone trying to sell you 
a broadband package.   
Les Whitfield, Chairman  Hinxworth Parish Council

Be There
If you are a mem-

ber  of  Saint Nicholas 
Church,  or a member of 
The Church of England 
then you should attend 
the Annual Parish Church 
Meeting after the 9.15 am 
Communion Service on 
Sunday April 14th. Better 
yet, why not come to the 
service?

 The meeting is short, 
the business brief, but to 
ensure that Saint Nicholas 
Church remains open, it 
matters that you are there.
Patrick Forbes

Resident rescued from pot hole
The Hinxworth Mountain Rescue Team was called out on Monday 

evening following a report that a resident had fallen into a pot hole 
in Francis Road. Specialist lifting equipment was brought in from 
Biggleswade and paramedics were quickly on the scene. The victim, 
who wished to remain anonymous, declined the offer to be taken to 
The Lister saying his chances of a full recovery were better in "The Three 
Horseshoes". He was later seen doing a jig down the road to Ashwell. 

Press Agency

Globe-trotting harpist Catherine Dunlop will be giving a concert of 
harp music in St Nicholas Church, Hinxworth on Saturday September  
September 28th at 7.30 pm. More details to follow. Book the date now.

Planting is pot hole solution
Researchers at Hertfordshire’s 

Institute of Botany and Road Safety 
in Hatfield believe they have come 
up with a solution to the perennial 
problem of pot holes. They recom-
mend planting of flowers in pot holes. 
The flowers will alert motorists to the 
approaching hazard while cushioning 
the suspension and wheels of any vehicle whose driver fails to spot it.

 The first trial planted pot hole has been established near the junc-
tion of Francis Road and High Street Hinxworth. As we went to press, 
residents had demonstrated their approval by carefully driving around 
the planted pot hole, while adding that maybe Hertfordshire Highways 
might be interested.

Pot hole eats double decker bus

Reggie Fair, in red nose, puzzles over a crossword, while Patrick poses - 
pictures by Michael Baim and Brenda Smith

Catherine Dunlop Harp Concert



Goodbye from the Jarmans
As we set off for our new life in Yorkshire we would like to say fare-

well. We have loved the time that we have spent in Hinxworth; the 14 
years have flown by. We’ve seen many comings and goings and had 2 
additions to our own family but one thing has stayed the same - the 
warmth, generosity and kindness of the villagers.

We have made some wonderful friends and have the best neighbours 
you could wish for.  Hinxworth is truly a special place and we have 
been privileged to have been part of the village.  Do keep in touch on 
michelejarman1@gmail.com
Mark, Michele, Sofia and Isabella Jarman

Ashwell Music Festival
Saturday 11th May to Sunday 26th May

This year the inhabitants of Ashwell have something to celebrate – the 
60th Anniversary of their well loved Music Festival.  We do hope that 
you will be able to join us.

Saturday 11 May:  Pasadena Roof Orchestra.  Internationally re-
nowned swing orchestra.

Sunday 12th May: Ashwell At Home garden open day.                                     
Music will be played in gardens and at Mary’s Church.  ‘Made In 
Ashwell’ Art Exhibition’ Local artists  exhibit and sell their work Visit.                   
www.ashwellmuseum.org.uk for more information

Friday 17 May: Lily Afshar, one of the world’s foremost classical guitarists. 
Saturday 18 May:  Counterfeit Abba. Among the UK’s most sought 

after Abba tribute bands.
Sunday 19 May:  Orlando Consort.  Afternoon workshop & evening 

concert exploring the evocative sound of plain chant.
Tuesday 21st May, Youth Concert.  Music from talented young 

people at Ashwell School, The Knight’s Templar School and St. Mary’s 
Junior Choir, followed by Compline sung by the Gentlemen of St Mary’s 
Church Choir.        

Wednesday 22 May:  Goldfield Ensemble.  A vibrant mix of soloists, 
chamber musicians, orchestral players and scholars,  followed by Com-
pline sung by the Gentlemen of St Mary’s Church Choir.

Saturday 25 May,   James Pearson and Friends.  Jazz pianist & Musical 
Director at Ronnie Scott’s entertains with an evening entitled  ‘Rhapsody 
in Blue & American Classics.’

Sunday 26 May: Festal Evensong.  A special celebratory service for the 
60th Festival at which past performers and participants will be gathering.

Further information on events, times and venues  may be obtained 
from www.ashwellmusicfestival.org.uk.  Ticket hotline 01462 742979  
Brochures available at Rhubarb and Mustard, The Bushel and Strike and 
other outlets in Ashwell from April.
Judy Banham

12th Ashwell Flea Market
This annual event will take place in St. Mary’s Church on Saturday, 

20th April from 9.30 am – 1.00 pm.  All sorts of weird and wonderful 
items for sale at bargain prices. If you have any donations, we would 
love to see you on Thursday 18th or Friday 19th April. Tea and Coffee 
will be available on the day. Come and browse for those items you never 
knew you needed until now!  Many thanks,
Carolyn Lush 01462 743408.

 Summer Charity Butterfly Ball 
Saturday 8th June Hinxworth Village Hall

We plan to give the Hall a make-over to achieve 
the “Wow” factor. Enjoy a glass of Fizz on arrival, 3 
course meal, with a choice for each course and wine 
on the table.  Live music with soul singer Uche Eke, 
those of you that came to the 70’ and 80’s disco’s 
will know that Uche is fantastic and will be singing 

a wide variety of music including Swing, Jazz, Soul and Easy-listening, 
there will also be a supporting Disco and a Bar. Ticket Price £45.00. 

All proceeds will be shared between Addenbrookes Breast Cancer 
Unit and the newly founded Biggleswade & Area Cancer Support Group, 
who will be holding their first group session Monday on April 22nd 1pm 
-3pm in the Meeting Room, Baptist Church, London Road, Biggleswade. 
The group is there for anybody who would like support or just to chat.  

For more information or to purchase tickets, please contact: Helene 
Donohoe 07890 212194 or Valerie James 07974 013107. £10.00 Deposit 
required on booking.
Debbie Hawthorne, Helene Donohoe, Valerie 
James and Janice Woodward                                                                                                                                      

 
Hinxworth Village Hall,  Fridays 9:15 -10:15am,  Starting 12th April 

2013, £6 per class
A balanced class with a British Wheel of Yoga Diploma Teacher 

including postures, breathing exercises and relaxation to gently exercise 
the body and calm the mind.

All abilities are welcome including complete beginners.  Please bring 
a mat.  For information call Neelam on 07891 752906

Yoga

Scarves save street children

Ladies – my hand knitted scarves will help keep you warm and cosy 
this cold weather or would make an ideal gift for a friend.  You will also 
be helping the street children of Latin America via ‘Toybox’ www.toybox.
org  This charity aims to rescue homeless children from the clutches of 
dangerous street gangs in places like El Salvador and give them the op-
portunity of a fulfilled life.  A donation from every scarf sold goes to 
Toybox.  I can also knit to order.  Different colours available.  
Betty Thorn, 5 Francis Road, 01462 742858

what sort of spring?



April 4th Hinxworth Parish Council AGM Village Hall
April 14th St Nicholas Annual Parish Church Meeting, see p 1
April 17th Ashwell Museum talk URC Hall 8pm, see page 2
April 20th Village Hall Spring clean 11am Hinxworth Village Hall
April 20th Ashwell Flea Market, St. Mary’s Church 9.30 am, see page 2
April 21st Parish Communion at St George’s Edworth 9.15 am
May 25th Concert St. Nicholas Church, 7.30pm, see page 1
June 8th Summer Charity Butterfly Ball, Hinxworth Village Hall
June 17th Ashwell Museum British Museum trip 9am, see page 2
June 29th Evening of supper and music with The Bedford Quire
June 30th Newnham Church Lunch
July 6th Casino Night, see page 3
July 24th Village Outing Harlaxton Manor 9am see page 4
September 22nd Ashwell Museum trip to London, 9am, see page 2
October 13th The Friday Funny Jokes Lunch, see page 4
November 23rd Village Supper
November 30th Christmas Bazaar 11am - 1pm
December 7th Afternoon of Carols at Caldecote Church

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council held on Thursday 

7th March in the village hall.
Present:  Mr E. Sore, Acting Chairman, Mr A. Cullen, Mr D. Os-

mond, Mr P. Watler, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk. Apologies: Mr L. Whitfield.  
Finance:  Environmental Improvement Fund: The £1000.00 grant 

application has been approved by N.H.D.C.
Planning:  Planning Application 11/01347/1 Land at the Rear of 

the Cottages High Street, Hinxworth, SG7 5HQ. (Amendments). The 
decision regarding the applicant’s appeal is still awaited.

Highways: Hinxworth Area: The Chairman is to contact Tony Hunter 
with all the details of the outstanding items still not resolved by Hert-
fordshire Highways since September 2012. A response is still awaited.  

The Constitution Document: David Osmond is to copy to each 
of the Councillors.

Recreation Ground: Childrens’ Play Area Annual Inspection and 
Risk Assessment.  Barry Huber has kindly provided a cabinet hook latch 
to the gate as required by the Annual Inspection report. 

The Caravan Club: All relevant documents for Public Liability in-
surance, risk assessment have now been received by the Parish Council.

Hinxworth Archers: David Osmond declared an interest. The Parish 
Council needs to discuss further the Hinxworth Archers current Public 
Liability Insurance document, as provided by David Osmond, at the 
next P.C. Meeting on May 2nd. 

The Allotments:   Insurance: HAG Members are to be reminded they 
should each have insurance cover for all goods and personal property 
held on the allotment area. This has now been actioned by the Chair-
man of  HAG.

Any Other Business:  Flag Days: The Councillors require a current 
list of “Flag Days” for their information. 

AGM Date:  April 4th 2013 at 8.00pm.  Date of the Next Meeting: 
Thursday May 2nd 2013 at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall. 
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council   

This time of year I am constantly receiving calls enquiring about 
Hinxworth Archery Club. When and where do we meet? How do I 
join? etc. Nevertheless I was surprised to get a call from a reporter at 
“Hertfordshire Life” magazine who asked to do an article about the club 
for the April edition of the journal.  She had heard of our wins in the 
County Archery leagues and thought it might be an interesting subject.

Ashwell and Hinxworth are being featured and local interest groups 
are being interviewed and photographed for the edition.  Dave the pho-
tographer turned up and photos were taken on the recreation ground. A 
hurriedly arranged target and a few committee members in club colours 
posed for pictures.  Afterwards I directed Dave to Chapel Street where 
he would find some picturesque cottages and views of Hinxworth, and 
bid him a fond farewell.   

Whatever appears in the next edition of “Hertfordshire Life” remains 
to be seen.
David Osmond

Hinxworth Archery Club champions 2012

The Red Nose Book Club 
Thanks to those of you who have contacted us wanting to join 

this new thematic book club when we hope to focus our reading and 
subsequent discussions on the subject of humour. We really need just 
a couple more for the first get-together. If you are interested, please do 
make contact.  Many thanks.  
Patrick 01462 742015 fool1@patrickforbes.plus.com
Michael 01767 315094, penguinbaim@gmail.com.

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The  March meeting of the WI saw Rachel of Lulu Upholstery and Soft 
Furnishings from Stotfold showing us how to re–upholster a dining 
room chair seat.  She started by removing the old and worn webbing 
strips and horsehair stuffing and material and after a laborious removal 
of tacks the chair was ready to have a new look.  A more modern fire 
retardant foam square was used as the seat base, and strips of a calico 
type material was placed round the edges.  This was spray glued in place 
to make a nicely rounded edge, then the top covering of pretty material 
with brightly coloured parrots was placed over the foam.  This was stuck 
and tacked down, making sure the corners were folded in a very neat 
way before the final tack.  Lastly, on the underside of the chair seat a 
square of thin material is tacked in to place to make a final neat finish.

leave it to them
After Rachel’s demonstration we all felt that we could almost tackle a job like 
this ourselves, but then decided that we would leave it to the professionals.

Next month’s meeting Thursday  April 11th  2013,  The Village Hall, 
Hinxworth, 7.45pm AGM and Resolutions. All new members welcome.
Carol Cheney

“Hertfordshire Life” comes to Hinxworth

what sort of spring? 

St George’s Day at Edworth
There will be a Parish Communion at  9.15 am on Sunday April 21st 

at St George’s Church, Edworth. Join us for this Patronal Festival in this 
beautiful redundant church which dates from around 1200 AD. There 
will be no service at Saint Nicholas, Hinxworth that day.



  Church Services
April 7th 10.15 am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
April 14th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
April 21st  9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. George, Edworth
April 28th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
                 9.30 am Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham               

On the beat 
with PC 431 Paul Marina

Unwanted telephone calls
It has come to our attention that people have been 
receiving a telephone recorded message about pen-
sion entitlement.  The call is usually from telephone 
number 01315 690034 although the message does 

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural

beat surgery
The next surgery will be held in the Mobile Library, Bushel and Strike, 
Ashwell 1pm - 2.30pm Monday April 22nd.

contact us

Please send all copy and pictures for May’s Village Voice to Annie Cullen, 1 
Christy’s Yard, Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to villagevoice3@gmail.
com by April 20th. Village Voice, published by Forbes Services Ltd,  can be 
read, seen in colour, at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

not give a company name or any form of identification.  It states you can 
press 5 for information or press 9 to unsubscribe.  It is recommended that 
you do neither; their claims look risky and unsubscribing may just allow 
them to gather your telephone number for their lists to sell on.  Under 
the relevant law they are required to give both name and address, even 
on a recorded message so if you wish you can register a complaint about 
the number through the ‘Information Commissioner’s Office’ website.

do you recognise these items?
Detectives are urging burglary victims in Hertfordshire to go online or 
to their local police station to view hundreds of pictures of unclaimed 
stolen property seized recently. Photos of jewellery, silverware and 
other unidentified items recovered in anti-burglary operations have 
been uploaded to the website Flickr so that their rightful owners can 
claim them. Burglary victims who recognise their property can contact 
Hertfordshire Constabulary with the reference number for the items 
and officers will make inquiries to verify that the claim is genuine.
The pictures of the items can be found by going to www.flickr.
com/photos/metropolitanpolice/sets/72157631188902954/

theft of catalytic converters
There has been a spate of incidents recently in which thieves have 

stolen the catalytic converters from cars, vans and trucks because they 
contain a high-value metal. Vehicles can be a target anywhere, be it at 
home on the drive, at commercial premises, in hotel, supermarket or 
retail car parks.  If you see someone under a car it may be that it belongs 
to them and it has broken down.  However, if you see anyone under a 
vehicle and you consider their behaviour to be suspicious, please contact 
us – it could be someone stealing the catalytic converter. Thieves gener-
ally seem to target 4x4s and trucks which are parked nose-first into car 
parking spaces at the edge of large retail parks and other similar areas.  
Vehicles parked close to bushes have been targeted, perhaps because the 
thieves can operate away from people and CCTV cameras.

investment fraud
The British Bankers’ Association BBA, and the City of London Police’s 

National Fraud Intelligence Bureau NFIB, are collaborating to help the 
public protect themselves against investment fraud.

This is a particularly harmful type of fraud, with some of the most 
vulnerable members of society being targeted by organised crime gangs 
using high pressurised cold calling techniques. Investment “opportuni-
ties” range from shares, land, carbon credits, wine and even gold and 
diamonds, with the common theme being that they are either massively 
overpriced or do not even exist. Victims are having their life savings 
taken – individual losses run from a few thousand pounds up to several 
million – destroying both their retirement and their health.

And it is not just the novice investor who can be duped in this way. 
Research shows that the majority of share sale fraud victims are experi-
enced investors. The Financial Services Authority (FSA) estimates that 
up to £500 million is defrauded from victims in the UK every year.

Keep the date free!
The Friday Funny Factory is delighted to announce its first “annual” 

Friday Funny Factory Jokes Lunch to be held on Sunday October 13th 
at the Village Hall. Profits will be in  aid of our local community.  Please 
put the date in your diary. More information will follow. If you want to 
know more or reserve tickets early please contact Michael Baim at the 
Friday Funny Factory - 01767 315094 or penguinbaim@gmail.com.

Cooking wine
 I have a boxful of bottles of very old wine that’s past its  best. I wouldn’t 

recommend it for drinking, however it’ll be fine for cooking with.  It’s 
on our porch, please help yourselves and leave a donation in the pot - all 
money will go to the Letchworth Hospice.
Mark Jarman

Zumba and Pilates
Zumba  6-7 pm on Mondays is proving very successful and a large 

group of us are now enjoying this energetic and rhythmic class although 
it certainly challenges the coordination!

Pilates 11-12 Mondays and 6-7 Wednesdays, is taking off more slowly 
and there is still a need for more people to come to these classes; it would 
be a shame if we couldn’t keep this going. If you haven’t tried it I urge 
you to give it a go. I will admit I wasn’t looking forward to it but I can 
honestly say I am really enjoying it and now do look forward to the brief 
respite yet physical challenge of this class!

For more info on either please phone me on 01462 742505.
Sylvia Scales

Village outing 
Wednesday July 24th to Harlaxton Manor and Castle Ashby gardens. 

There are still a few places left give me a ring on 01462 742505.
Sylvia Scales

Pot hole eats double decker bus

This double decker bus was swallowed whole by an unrepaired pot 
hole.  Thankfully the driver and the passengers survived the calamity.

Soup Lunch
April’s Soup Lunch will be on Friday 12th April in Hinxworth Village 

Hall from 12.30 pm until 2 pm. All welcome.


