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August soup lunch is on Friday August 9th
12.30 - 2pm Hinxworth Village Hall

Hinxworth Archers are 
County Champions!

The Hertfordshire County Archery Championships were held at 
Princess Helena College near Hitchin on Sunday 7th July where 85 of the 
county’s foremost archers competed for the 2013 honours.  Hinxworth 
Archery Club fielded a small team of nine archers from age eight upwards 
and came home with more trophies and medals than any other single 
club in the county.  Congratulations to our Gold medal winners and 
current County Champions:

 Compound: Neil Bridgewater - Gold Medal. 1st Gent scoring 1274 
points (New County Record).  Senior York round.

Neil Bridgewater and David Wayman - Gold Medals.  1st County 
Compound Team. Senior York round.

Izzy Wayman (14) - Gold Medal. 1st Compound Junior Lady scoring 
1210 points (New Club Record). Bristol lll round.

 Recurve: Anna Dawson (14) - Gold Medal. 1st Junior Lady scoring 
954 points (New Club Record). Bristol lll round

Jack Bridgewater (11) - Gold Medal.  1st Junior Gent scoring 995 
points (New Club Record). Bristol 1V round.

Mark Fewsdale 5th place - Bronze Medal. Senior York round.
Longbow: Derek Bridgewater - Gold Medal.  1st Gent scoring 305 

points. Senior York round.
11 year old Jack Bridgewater was presented with the county’s first 

purple badge as the highest scoring junior in the county badge scheme.
 Not bad for the smallest archery club in Hertfordshire. Well done all!

David Osmond, Club Secretary, Hinxworth Archery Club

Family Bridgewater Jack’s purple badge

I’ve got a brand new combine harvester......
As the Wurzels sang – I’ve got a 

brand new combine harvester and I’ll 
give you the key! Well, maybe not the 
key, but if anyone over the age of 13 
would like a ride on my combine this 
summer we would love to see you. Dur-
ing August if it’s hot and dry we’ll be harvesting in the fields around the 
village so please call David Smyth on 07976-246691 if you would like 
to come down – the new machine has a very comfortable passenger seat 
and air conditioning!
David Smyth

Jarvis Cocker comes to Hinxworth
“Her  name is Deborah it never suited her”. If you thought you heard 

Disco 2000 being played loudly on 
the radio on Saturday July 13th, 
you would have been mistaken. 
This was no radio performance, but 
a live rendition by Jarvis Cocker 
singing along with the CC Smug-
glers, to me,  Deborah, the girl who 
is referred to many times in the 
song, a hit for Pulp in 1995.  

I had a party, not only to cel-
ebrate my 50th birthday but to 
raise money for Myeloma UK.  My 

birthday was actually in January but three days before I heard the devastat-
ing news that I was diagnosed with Myeloma, an incurable blood cancer 
that forms in the bone marrow, and I was in no mood for celebrating. A 
group of lovely ladies from Hinxworth and Ashwell came together to join 
a committee of generous people to ensure I had the party of a lifetime, 
and they exceeded my wildest dreams.  

it was a very special day
Many of those involved gave their time for free and many of our neigh-
bours from the village joined us to make the day very special indeed. 
My sister Kate, from Thorns Farm, and I were both born in Sheffield.  
Many of our early years were spent with Jarvis and his sister Saskia.  Our 
mother Jill was best friends with Jarvis and Saskia’s mum, who we knew 
as Aunty Christine. You can imagine how delighted we were when they 
turned up on Saturday to join in with the celebrations . Never however 
did we imagine that Jarvis would be singing the song he had dedicated 
to me, in the barns at Place Farm. 

a celebration of life
The whole event was a great success, the sun had warmed up the evening 
air as friends and family came along with their picnics and settled down 
at the gingham covered tables or on straw bales. Kate’s son Sebastian 
flew in from Los Angeles especially for the occasion and members of our 
family from Sheffield, who many a time hosted their own picnics for us 
all as children, drove down to be reunited with us and the Cocker family. 
I just loved seeing Jarvis and Saskia again and for our own children to 
meet up. It was an evening full of friends new and old, and family who 
created a celebration of life, full of laughter and happiness. The evening 
raised over £ 1,500 from the sale of the party invites and raffle tickets.
Deborah Bone

Tommy raises £800 for GOSH
Thanks so much to everyone who sponsored 

Tom Cullen for his big bike ride across Devon 
which he completed in July.  Having been hop-
ing for good weather for the bike ride, we hadn’t 
really been expecting a heatwave!  Nonetheless, 
the boys set off for their 60 miles which they 
covered in three days, through some beautiful 
Devon scenery, from Barnstaple in the north to 
Plymouth in the south.  Tom completed the ride 
with a big smile on his face and raised more than 
£800 for Great Ormond Street Hospital.  Thank 
you to everyone who supported him.
Annie Cullen

Tom enjoying a well-
deserved ice cream



Solent Sailing Weekend in June
The seven member crew of St Barbara V – pictured in July’s village 

voice including four people from Ashwell and Hinxworth had a crack-
ing sail in the Solent off the South Coast over the weekend of 21st to 
23rd June.

It was that weekend when a depression moved rapidly across the 
UK resulting in very strong winds from a Westerly direction rushing 
through the Solent. Thus on the Saturday we had winds of force seven 
with gusts of gale force eight winds blowing over the yacht, which for 
you landlubbers is upwards of 40 miles an hour. So we had a short sail, 
moving to windward for about 10 miles from Gosport to the River 
Hamble in Southampton Water. The yacht was well reefed down and 
took the weather in her stride but it was a baptism of fire for those crew 
members whose first sail it was. 

However once in harbour on the Saturday night, having dried out and 
after some home made Pimms and beef in Guinness with new potatoes 
it was deemed to have been a fabulous day.

The return sail, on the Sunday, this time with the wind, which had 
decreased somewhat, behind us was a piece of cake. The picture shows the 
crew sailing before the wind still in fairly windy conditions on the Sunday. 

From left to right are Mike Pearch from Ashwell, Nigel Bradshaw 
from Letchworth, Steve Mills from Hinxworth, Simon Peacock from 
Ashwell, Alec Stephenson from Hinxworth and John Gordon from 
Newport Pagnell. The seventh member of the crew John Duggan from 
Waresley took the photograph.
Alec Stephenson

Hinxworth’s Grand Day Out
 The sun shone and the storms stayed away on Wednesday July 24th 

as 46 villagers clambered on to the coach to take us to Harlaxton Manor. 
The house is an amazing blend of contrasting architectural styles, Eliza-
bethan and Jacobean given that the house was built between 1837 and 
1855 for Gregory Gregory a wealthy Nottinghamshire businessman. 
One could be forgiven for thinking one had strayed into something 
built for Walt Disney.

Shulah and Simon to play at St Nicholas
Violinist Shulah Oliver 

and Simon Marlow have been 
playing music for ten years. 
They are planning to record a 
cd of their music in St Nicholas 
Church during five days in Au-
gust. They will give a concert 
in aid of St Nicholas Church at 
3 pm on Sunday August 18th. 
To hire a concert grand piano 
for the five days will cost them over £900. 

Shulah, 31, plays with the BBC National Orchestra of Wales, the Phil-
harmonia, and leads the Astaria String Quartet. The concert programme 
and the cd will include Elgar’s violin sonata. Shulah and Simon will also 
be playing works by Christian Carpenter and Ralph Vaughan Williams.

Tickets £10 to include a cup of tea, available from Patrick Forbes, 18 
Francis Road, Hinxworth SG7 5HL, phone 01462 742015.

Don’t forget that the well known local harpist Catherine Dunlop will 
be playing in concert in St Nicholas Church at 7.30 pm on Saturday 
September 28th. Tickets to include a glass of wine £10 from Patrick 
Forbes, details as above. 

 Proceeds from these concerts will be used to help provide a build-
ing with toilets and kitchen and storage accommodation in the church 
grounds at St Nicholas. 

 The house belongs the University of Evansville, Indiana, USA and 
forms the University’s UK campus visited by some 300 students each 
year, many staying with local families while pursuing their studies.

 We arrived at this amazing place in time for coffee and then were split 
into two groups to be taken on an interesting tour of the building by two 
very knowledgeable guides. No expense appeared to have been spared 
both in the building using local Ancaster stone, and in the furnishings 
and fittings, either bought from all over Europe or constructed locally. 
From huge chandeliers to a staircase designed to have the optimum di-
mensions of treads and risers - your reporter’s NHS knee managed with 
ease – the tour drew gasps of wonder from the visitors.

The house is only open to the public once a year so if you didn’t see 
it this time, Google Harlaxton Manor and you won’t be disappointed. A 
quote on their website says it all:  “Harlaxton must be seen to be believed 
and even when one has seen it, it is not always easy to believe it.”

After a picnic in the grounds of Harlaxton we were driven to Castle 
Ashby where we were able to enjoy tea before wandering around the gardens 
of this Elizabethan great house, home of the Earls of Northampton. The 
gardens are a delight, designed by Capability 
Brown in 1761, with an Orangery designed  
by Matthew Digby Wyatt in 1872. I didn’t 
see any of the 150 goldfish in the Orangery’s 
central pond. They were probably hiding 
under the beautiful water lilies.  

We looked at the parish church, which 
couldn’t hold a candle to our own Saint Nicholas Church, before climb-
ing into the coach for the journey home. Thanks to Sylvia Scales for 
another great day out.

Patrick Forbes



August 18th Shulah Oliver and Simon Marlow concert St. Nicholas, 3pm
August 20th Village Voice copy deadline for September
September 7th Last Night at the Proms, 7.30pm, see above
September 15th Ashwell 10km run
September 22nd Ashwell Museum trip to London, 9am
September 28th Catherine Dunlop Harp Concert, St. Nicholas 7.30pm
October 13th The Friday Funny Jokes Lunch
November 23rd Village Supper
November 30th Christmas Bazaar 11am - 1pm
December 7th Afternoon of Carols at Caldecote Church
September 20th 2014 Hinxworth Village Show

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of Hinxworth Parish Council meeting, held Thursday 4th 

July 2013. Present: Mr L. Whitfield, Chairman, Mr A. Cullen, Mr D. 
Osmond, Mr E. Sore, Mr P. Watler, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.        

Planning: Land rear of Francis Road: Paul Watler declared an 
interest but remained present for the discussion. Subsequent to the no-
tification that has been received from NHDC of an interest by a local 
resident to use the area for horse grazing purposes the Parish Council 
now has further details of the application. In this instance the Council-
lors now have reservations regarding the suitability for this use due to 
their concerns over the welfare of the animal/animals. 

Highways: Hinxworth Area: Terry Wilkinson, the District Agent 
for Ringway Contractors on behalf of Hertfordshire Highways and a 
representative from Hertfordshire Highways visited Hinxworth. David 
Osmond reported all potholes have now been identified, the S bend sign 
in New Inn Road will be replaced and the condition of Francis Road 
is to be reviewed. The Parish Councillors agreed the Hinxworth sign 
by the School House also requires replacing. Additionally the hedges 
along the roads in the area require cutting back. A response is awaited.  
Dunton Road: From the turn into the Dunton Road towards the A1 
from Edworth the road is subsiding for about 25 metres.The grass verges 
also require cutting. Bedfordshire Highways has already been notified of 
this by Richard Floyd on behalf of Edworth Parish Meeting.  

 Village Hall: The grassed area in front of the Village Hall: The 
VHMC has requested the Parish Council provide a post and linked fence 
to be installed around the area. This is still under discussion.

Recreation Ground.  Caravan Club: After a very successful rally 
on the recreation ground in June, the caravan club wish to hold their 
rally again in Hinxworth in 2014 during the period Friday 20th June to 
Sunday 22nd June. The Councillors agreed unanimously to this request. 
They also agreed it be put on record their thanks for the efficient and 
orderly way the Club organised their stay.

The Allotments: A revised licence document will be issued to all 
allotment holders in September. This is to include the clarification of 
the deposit item.

Any Other Urgent Business:  Stotfold Junior Football Club: The 
Chairman and three Members of the Stotfold Junior Football Club 
Committee attended the Parish Council Meeting for this item. After 
a lengthy discussion the Councillors were satisfied the Club meets all 
the statutory requirements along with the requirements of the Council.  
One item the Councillors stipulated is that all vehicles dropping off and 
picking up the junior footballers must do so via the Village Hall car park. 
The Club will be providing marshals for this. The Councillors agreed 
unanimously to allow the Club use of the recreation ground.    

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday September 5th 2013 at 7.00 
pm in the Village Hall.  The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to Hinxworth Parish Council   

Last night at the Proms (Fringe)
We are delighted to announce that Dr Douglas Coombes MBE, hot 

footing it straight from the Battle Proms at Blenheim Palace and Hatfield 
House, has agreed to come to St Mary’s in Ashwell to direct our very own 
evening of Last Night at the Proms (Fringe) in aid of the Royal British 
Legion.  There are two ways you can attend. -

As a spectator, enjoy the bar, wave your flag, listen to a glorious pro-
gramme of music  and sing along to the Proms favourites such as Land 
of Hope and Glory and Rule Britannia!

As a chorister; join Douglas during the afternoon to polish up the 
music that will be performed in the evening’s concert. Details of how to 
sign up and find learning aids for the music are on our website, www.
singsatb.com.

The date is Saturday 7th September, the doors and bar will open at 
6.45 for a 7.30pm concert start.  Tickets are £10 and are available on 
line at www.singsatb.com where you can also find out more details and 
also about how you can sing in the chorus!

Book early; this will be a popular event and we don’t want anyone 
to be disappointed!
Barbs White

Guinea pig needs a home
Female ginger guinea pig needs a home.  No hutch to go with it 

though.  If anyone could give her a home or has a hutch they no longer 
require please could you contact Suzie on 01462 743078 or Betty  on 
01462 742858.

Newnham Parish Lunch

The annual Newnham Parish lunch was held at Newnham Hall Cot-
tage on Sunday 7th July and raised £1607. The sun shone, and we were 
supported by 93 people from Hinxworth, Edworth, Ashwell, Newnham 
and Caldecote who yet again were all so generous to the Church.

A delicious lunch was provided by many cooks in Newnham, a won-
derful raffle was donated by villagers and local businesses. Pat and Phil 
again worked sterlingly at selling tickets and raised £330. The Bowens 
“white elephant” again provided huge entertainment for all ages and 
raised £103.

This lunch would not be possible without everyone’s hard work, 
generosity and commitment so an enormous thank you to everyone.
Fiona Hughes

Good Home wanted for Editorial Bike
Former Editor of Village Voice Patrick Forbes has a bicycle, a Falcon 

Nomad, 16” alloy frame, 21 gears, Bravo gel saddle which needs a good 
home and regular rides. No reasonable offer refused.01462 742015.



  Church Services
August 4th 10.15am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
August 11th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
August 18th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
August 25th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
            9.30 Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham               

On the beat 
with PC 1277 Nic Musto

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

Nicholas.musto@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757986
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PC 1277 Nic Musto, North Herts Rural

contact us

Please send all copy and pictures for September’s Village Voice to Annie Cul-
len, 1 Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to villagevoice3@
gmail.com by August 20th. Village Voice, published by Forbes Services Ltd,  
can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

Hello and welcome to the rural newsletter.  Last 
month I talked about how we can perceive things 
differently to how they really are. My frightening 
ordeal chasing a white horse was testament to that! 
I would also like to remind people about the report-
ing of incidents to police. 

Please remember that something you think slightly odd in your street 
could be part of something much bigger in someone else’s street. We 
would like to know at the time, not days later when the trail has gone cold.

One person had told officers about suspicious activity close to his house 
at night and wondered why the police weren’t investigating the matter. 
He was asked if he had ever reported this to us and he replied “No, you 
wouldn’t do anything anyway!” He was advised that we could do nothing 
if we knew nothing about it. I carry many items of police equipment, one 
is not a wand! He vowed to contact police if it happened again.

words of wisdom
A few nights later in Ashwell the member of the public woke in the small 
hours and could see torches flashing close to the rear of his house.  This 
time our words of wisdom struck home and he called 999. I was on duty 
and was immediately contacted via my radio by the force control room 
who relayed the suspicious activity. I asked for the location and then for 
what the caller could see. Having confirmed that the caller could see 
two torches moving up and down I asked if the controller could find 
out what the caller could see now. I was then told that the torches were 
being turned on and off in an irregular pattern. Satisfied, I decided not 
to rush to the location with flashing blue lights and wailing sirens. I 
calmly informed the police controller to reassure our caller that he was 
quite safe, that his local police were doing something as he had originally 
suggested and patrolling the area, as it was me on foot patrol he could 
see with the torch! The caller was delighted that not only was everything 
fine but also that we were acting on his information. By the way, I was 
using Morse code on my flashlight to say “Hello”

summer has arrived
The above happened on a balmy June night when it was a real pleasure 
to wander around the villages in shirt sleeves in an attempt to cool down 
slightly. This June is a different story but…summer has arrived! Well it 
had about fifteen minutes ago when I looked out the window….oh, it’s 
gone again!

This time of year the car boot sales start in earnest and there are 
always bargains to be had.   It is tempting to buy cheap goods, but the 
real price of your bargain is a victim crime – an elderly lady has been 
burgled, a child has had their bike stolen, another car stereo has been 
ripped out.  So the next time you’re browsing a boot fair, online auction 
site or offered cheap goods elsewhere, consider this. £20 for a car stereo 
might seem like a great deal, and it is – the person from whom it was 
stolen paid a lot more. 

• If you aren’t sure where what you’re buying has come from, don’t buy it. 
• Tell us where and when you saw these goods for sale by calling 101.
• Or, if you would like to remain anonymous, call Crimestoppers 

on 0800 555 111 

Hinxworth Hover combats Road Hogs
A Hinxworth resident has recently filed a UK Patent Application for 

a  modification that enables cars to rise 20 feet in the air and to hover 
for up to 27 minutes. The invention is a response to occasions when 
travelling on the Hinxworth /Ashwell road and being confronted by a 
fast moving 4x4 or supermarket delivery van glued to the middle of the 
carriageway with the determination of forcing you off the road and into 
the ditch. Those lucky enough to avoid this result can expect, at the very 
least, to have their offside mirror severed at the root.

The inventor, who at this stage wishes to remain anonymous, claims 
that the modification can be carried out on most family cars and with 
the 27 minute hover period enable users to pass through Ashwell at busy 
times in less than half an hour.

Some refinements to the design are needed particularly with problems 
connected with the down draught. During recent trials a postman com-
plete with his delivery bag and a stray dog were swept up into an open 
upstairs window in the High Street joining a husband and wife in bed.

As a further deterrent to thoughtless drivers, the inventor is consid-
ering a number of armaments that can be launched from the hovering 
vehicle including a dung slinger, paint stripper pellets and a chute for 
the contents of the new Purple Bins. He claims ‘overwhelming’ village 
interest in any development which makes this journey less of an ordeal.
Anonymous 

Sylvia says thank you!
I never knew I had so many friends so when I was hospitalised for 

my gallbladder recently I was very touched by all the texts, emails, phone 
calls, cards, flowers, plants, offers of help and visits!

Thank you all! I am much better already and delighted to be able 
to look forward to my holidays without the spectre of another flare-up 
looming over me. It also couldn’t have come at a better time as I now 
have plenty of time and good weather to recover before school starts 
again. So once again thank you everybody.
Sylvia Scales

Francis Road residents advance warning!
There’s a wedding in the village hall on the 16th it may be busy and 

noisy!  Sorry in advance, they have been told to turn the music down 
and be out by midnight but we can’t guarantee they’ll do it!
The VHMC

 Ashwell 10k run  
This is a new event for the Baldock Town Partnership which will be 

held for the first time on Sunday 15th September 2013.  The race will 
start from the industrial unit at Hullocks Pit Hill, just outside Newnham 
and will take in parts of Bygrave and Ashwell, including Ashwell High 
Street before dropping into Newnham.  Race limit is 600 and runners 
must be at least 15 to enter.  Cost is £13 if affiliated to a running club 
and £15 if unaffiliated.  All who complete the course will receive a medal! 
Closing date for entries is Friday 6th September.  All race information is 
available at www.baldocktown.co.uk

(name and address supplied)


