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Charity Disco Success

I would just like to thank everybody who made the 70’s and 80’s disco 
in December such a success.  We raised £900, but this was only through 
the generosity of Les Whitfield and Uche Eke who both gave their time 
free of charge.  Thanks again to my dad who definitely missed his calling 
in prop making! love, Helene and the Friday night gang.

Christmas Card scheme raised £1,200
Many thanks to everyone in the 50 plus households in Hinxworth 

and Edworth who contributed so generously to the 2012 Alternative 
Christmas Card Scheme.  Once again, we raised nearly £1,200 for the 
two charities we supported.  On your behalf I was able to deliver almost 
£700 to the children’s hospice at Keech Cottage in Streatley and over 
£450 to the administrative offices of Mercy Ships in Stevenage.  As so 
many of you were kind enough to give through Gift Aid, these charities 
between them will be able to claim back from HMRC a further £250.    

Once again, thanks are due to several people:  Annette Forbes for 
designing such a bright and cheerful card, those who delivered it to every 
household in Hinxworth and Edworth in the busy pre-Christmas period 
and, last but most especially, Marianne Osmond who so kindly produced 
and printed it at a time when she was concerned about David’s health 
and was making daily visits to Harefield to see him.      
Janet Fair

Hinxworth Recreation Ground
The Parish Council would like to hear any suggestions on how the 

recreational ground facilities could be improved or usage of the facility 
increased. Could you please advise the Parish Council of your suggestions 
so they can be considered at the next meeting.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to the Hinxworth Parish Council

Red Nose 
Day 2013
Bake-off and coffee 
morning Friday 15th 
March, if anyone 
would like to help 
coordinate, please 
get in touch with 
Patrick Forbes on 
01462 742015

Squirrel thinking about Biggleswade Arts Weekend Feb 2nd-3rd see page 3

Come to the Races!
Join us at the Three Horseshoes in Hinxworth, on Saturday 16th 

February 2013.  First race starts at 7.30pm sharp.  All races have now 
been sponsored.  To be an owner of a horse in one of the races, please 
contact Barry Huber 01462 743311, or just come along and have a bet 
on a horse you fancy.  It promises to be a fun evening in aid of Adden-
brooke’s Oncology Day Unit.  Everybody Welcome!

“...and as a precaution against 
another heating failure, all our 
kneelers have been replaced with 
hot-water hassocks.”



Choose and Book
how to manage your referral to hospital

 For some time the NHS has been operating a scheme called “Choose 
and Book” whch gives patients the chance to organise any hospital referral 
they might have in the most convenient way for them. Once a doctor or 
other health professional decides you need to be referred to a hospital 
or a clinic you can then go to your computer and choose the place, date 
and time that suits you best. You can also use this facility to make any 
changes you wish. As the service is a national one, you can choose to go 
anywhere in the country for your treatment. So, if your family or friends 
live in some far-flung place, you can opt for their nearest hospital enabling 
them to lavish attention upon you before, during and after!

Superfast Broadband
Last chance for residents in North Herts to sign up for superfast broad-

band.  Over 8,300 residents and businesses across the county have signed 
our petition for superfast broadband.   In late January, Hertfordshire County 
Council started to work with commercial providers to show them the huge 
level of demand there is in the county.  But new data shows some areas 
need to do more if they are to increase their chances of better broadband.  

Residents who live in the following postcodes need to register as soon 
as possible to increase their chances of receiving better broadband in the 
future: SG2, SG3, SG4, SG5, SG7, SG8, SG9.  

sign up before it’s too late
Leader of Hertfordshire County Council Robert Gordon explained: “It 
really is crucial for residents and businesses in North Herts to sign up at 
www.superfastforherts.org before it’s too late. There are areas which cur-
rently have little or no broadband, and where commercial organisations 
have no plans to provide the service.  Faster broadband allows families 
to access multiple devices at the same time and makes businesses much 
more competitive.”  

prove that there is a demand
Residents can check their current internet connection speed and register 
their interest to receive superfast broadband at www.superfastforherts.
org.  There is no obligation to buy superfast broadband services if they 
become available.  By registering, residents are simply helping Hertford-
shire County Council demonstrate to broadband service providers that 
there is a demand for superfast connectivity in Hertfordshire.

 If you would like data on registrations by post code, electoral area or 
ward, please phone 01992 555060 or email nick.brentnall@hertfordshire.
gov.uk.   You can view a map showing the current level of registrations 
across Hertfordshire here: www.superfastforherts.org/localsupport/
Wendy Kitchener Clerk, Hinxworth Parish Council

Hinxworth and Edworth WI
  Our speaker at the WI meeting on Thursday 10th January was 

Fayleen Campbell.  She brought along her considerable collection of 
kitchen utensils and cooking pots from the firm Pampered Chef.  These 
were all available to buy and a percentage of sales went to the WI funds.

Fayleen, a very outgoing lady with a good sense of humour, started 
by showing us various gadgets to make life easier in the kitchen for those 
present, which included several husbands as the meeting was an open one.  
After tempting us with her goods 
she then proceeded to make two 
dishes using a variety of utensils.  
First was baked broccoli dip, and 
secondly a dish made of croissants, 
eggs, lemon curd, lemons, and 
white chocolate.  This was rather 
like millionaire’s bread and butter 
pudding and it was very tasty, as 
was the dip.  Quite a few people were tempted by  these recipes as well as 
the items on offer and hopefully some money was made for WI  funds.

happy 76th birthday
Next month’s meeting is on  Thursday February 14th 2013, in The Vil-
lage Hall, Hinxworth, at 7.30pm.  This is our WI’s 76th Birthday and it 
is to be a low key event with members only.  The subject of the Birthday 
Party will be: ‘Here come the Bride and Bridegroom’ by Fran Saltmarsh.

Don’t forget, ladies, to bring a photograph of your wedding, so we 
can guess who’s who!  The refreshments will be cheese and wine with 
nibbles, provided by the Committee. There is still time for members and 
possible new members to pay their subscription of £33.00 for the year.
Carol Cheney

Jan Raynham of Ogles, High Street, Hinxworth, has been a potter for  
25 years. “I started at Ware College. My neighbour was an art teacher 
and a pottery teacher and she suggested I went to evening classes. So I 
did. When the classes stopped at Ware College we went to Sele School in 
Hertford instead. Then they stopped those classes because of high costs. 

Try your hand at pottery

So we were desperate 
and rented a room at the 
Art Shed in Hertford on 
Wednesday mornings. I 
was teaching on Tuesday 
evenings but the num-
bers dropped, so now 
I teach here at home. I 
cover coiling, slabbing 
and sculpting. I don’t 
like the wheel because all you can do is pots and dishes.  Pottery is very 
therapeutic. If  I get fed up with someone I get my rolling pin and a bit 
of clay and bang!  Someone I knew had a breakdown  and was in a right 
old state, wouldn’t go out and I persuaded her to come to pottery. She 
loves it. She’s getting better. I would definitely recommend anyone to 
have a go, especially if they haven’t done it before.”

Jan  moved to Hinxworth three years ago 
and teaches in what was once the house’s garage. 
“I can probably fit in about three students.” 
Marianne Osmond was working quietly away 
at a project. “I’m making a cat, or trying to,” 
she said. Jan was working on a larger cat, using 
a photograph of a client’s favourite pet.

make a start
Jan originally tried to get together a class of 
eight in the Village Hall to cover the costs of the booking. If you would 
like to learn, or make a start with pottery on Tuesdays from 10 am until, 
say, 1 pm, ring Jan on 01462 742258.
Patrick Forbes

a chance to 
learn 

We are fortunate to have the 
two people in charge of this 
scheme in our area, Anne Grif-
fiths and Sandra Lees, coming 
to make a presentation at 
Ashwell Surgery at 7.15 pm 
on Wednesday 13th February. 
They will show us how to use 
the computer programme and 
will be able to answer any queries we might have.

turn up or check the internet
Most people at some time or other will need to go to hospital or to a 
clinic, or will have a relative, neighbour or friend who will need to do 
so. This is an opportunity to become familiar with “Choose and Book” 
directly from the experts. Refreshments will be served from 7 pm. Do 
come if you can.  To find out more about “Choose and Book” go to 
www.chooseandbook.nhs.uk/patients.
Ashwell Patients Group

The Countess of Verulam unveiling a plaque to mark the 
40th anniversary of the opening of the Lister Hospital



February 2nd & 3rd Arts Weekend Bigglewade, see above
February 8th February Soup Lunch, Hinxworth Village Hall, 12.30pm 
February 13th Choose and Book presentation, Ashwell Surgery 7pm
February 16th Race night, The Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth, see page 1
March 2nd Quiz Night, Hinxworth Village Hall, 7.30pm
March 4th Zumba class, Hinxworth Village Hall 6pm, see page 3
April 4th Hinxworth Parish Council AGM Village Hall
June 30th 2013 Newnham Church Lunch
November 23rd Village Supper
November 30th Christmas Bazaar 11am - 1pm

Dates for your diary

Wanted
Garage or lock-up shed to rent for storage.  Please phone 01462 742858.
Ed Thorn

Arts Weekend in Biggleswade
on the  2nd and 3rd February at Stratton Upper School, Biggleswade. 

Every year Stratton Upper School hosts a weekend full of creative ac-
tivities for students. This year will be the first time we are opening the 
weekend up to members of the public.  We encourage everyone to have 
a go whether you are old or young, experienced or a complete novice at 
art. This is an opportunity for you to refresh skills or try something new. 

There is a small fee to cover the cost of the workshops but all of them 
are extremely reasonably priced. If you are GCSE or A Level students 
the work you produce could be included in your coursework portfolios. 

All artists will take away something to show for the day except the 
clay activity, which will be fired and available for collection a week later.  

Saturday 2nd February: 
Life Drawing for GCSE, AS & A2  Art students and adults £3 
Lino Cutting veg design for ages 14 and above £5
Clay Fish for all ages (10 and under must be accompanied) £8
Focus on Fonts for GCSE, AS, A2 art graphic students and adults £5
Sunday 3rd February:
Batik Printing for GCSE, AS, A2 art students and adults £5
Sports Photography (must have access to Digital SLR) for GCSE,     

     AS, A2 Photography students  and adults £2
Basic Printing for all ages (10 and under must be accompanied) £5
Paper Cutting GCSE, AS, A2 art graphic students and adults £3
All courses must be booked in advance via the Stratton Upper School 

website or please call 01767220000 ext. 132 for more information.
Lesa Welch

Lost
Yellow and white gold bangle with rope design and featuring unusual 
hook and eye type fastening.  Could be in recreation ground/village hall 
area. I would love to find this much treasured item. Many thanks. 
Viv Hughes, Bury End, 01462 743227.

Christmas Bazaar
November 30th 2013.  Tea, Coffee and Cake, a visit from Father Christmas 
and tables with goods to buy.  Please contact Victoria Scales to book a stall.

Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting held on 3rd January 2013 in the Village Hall.  

Present: Mr L. Whitfield, Chairman, Mr A. Cullen, Mr D. Osmond, Mr 
E. Sore, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.  Apologies: Mr Paul Watler.

Annual Precept 2013/2014: The Councillors agreed unanimously 
to the precept remaining at £10370 for the eighth consecutive year.

Planning Application 11/01347/1 Land at the Rear of the Cottages 
High Street, Hinxworth, SG7 5HQ. (Amendments). The decision regard-
ing the applicant’s appeal is awaited.

Highways: Francis Road: The kerbs, pavements and in some areas of 
the road the grass/weeds have yet to be cleared.  Ashwell Road: Pothole 
by the Church, approx 70 metres from the New Inn Road junction.  The 
Sign by the S Bend in New Inn Road requires replacing.  The Hinxworth 
Sign on the Edworth Road requires replacing as it has rusted away.

Village Hall:  Additional Committee Members required. To be 
discussed further at the next Parish Council meeting.

Recreation Ground: Brambles alongside the recycling bin require 
cutting back. 

Childrens Play Area Annual Inspection and Risk Assessment. 
The only outstanding issue is the recommendation for a latch to be put 
on the entrance gate.The Councillors would like to hear from Village 
residents for their ideas for further play/sports equipment for the area. 

The Allotments:  Deposit Returns: The sum of £15.00 has been 
returned to Stephen Thorn. 

AGM Date:  April 4th 2103. 
Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday February 7th 2013 at 7.00 pm 

in the Village Hall. The meeting closed at 7.45 p.m.
Wendy Kitchener, Clerk to Hinxworth Parish Council

Three steps to a greener home
Holding on to more of the heat you pay for is a sensible way to 

reduce your energy bills. In an older home three key steps will help to 
achieve this:

1. Draught-proofing.  Start by draught-proofing doors, windows, 
letterboxes, keyholes and cat flaps. Install extractor fans in kitchens and 
bathrooms so you don’t need to open windows.

2. Insulation.  You’ve put 270mm in the loft. Now to the walls. If 
they aren’t cavity walls which are easily insulated, solid wall insulation 
may suit. Adding it externally should be easier following a recent change 
in planning advice. If not, internal wall insulation adds real comfort 
and is best installed just prior to redecorating. All these approaches are 
supported by the government’s Green Deal.

3.  Improved Glazing.  Energy efficient glazing is now available to 
replace single glazing, even in original sash window frames. If upgrad-
ing isn’t affordable, consider removable secondary glazing. Failing that 
a thick pair of curtains helps!

You can see these and other improvements in exemplar homes in 
March and September when SuperHomers host free events around the 
country. For more information and to meet a homeowner who has already 
had the work done, see www.superhomes.org.uk
Gordon Glass

Visitors view wall insulation to the rear of a SuperHome

Zumba Classes
Mondays 6pm to 7pm in Hinxworth Village hall, starting Monday March 
4th. All welcome.  £5.  Come and try this new exercise dance class and 
have fun while improving your fitness. 
Jill King

Soup Lunch 
Hinxworth Village Hall, Friday February 8th 12.30pm 

till 2pm All welcome

Don’t miss the Quiz Night in Hinxworth Village Hall on March 2nd, 
7.30pm.  More information from Victoria Scales.  01462 742505

Quiz Night



  Church Services
February 3rd 10.15 am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
February 10th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
February 17th  9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
February 24th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
               9.30 am Holy Communion St. Vincent Newnham

On the beat 
with PC 431 Paul Marina

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 101 or 999, otherwise ring 01234 
841212, Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935

Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural

beat surgery
The next surgery will be held in the Mobile Library, Bushel and Strike, 
Ashwell 1pm - 2.30pm Tuesday February 5th.

contact us

Please send all copy and pictures for March’s Village Voice to Annie Cullen, 1 
Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to villagevoice3@gmail.
com by February 20th. Village Voice, published by Forbes Services Ltd,  
can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

banking scam
A local resident received a phone call from 

someone purporting to be from the Nationwide 
Building Society.  The caller was in possession of 
all of their bank details, full name, and address and 
even had the date of birth. The caller requested that he place his bank 
card into the card reader and relate the access code given.  This small but 
important piece of information would have given a bogus caller complete 
and total access to everything in that account.

Most of us have a good understanding of how people would like to 
try to part us from our hard earned cash, but if someone calls with so 
much private and personal information in place, even those of us who 
are quite savvy are likely to be taken off guard.  Please take care and if 
you are not expecting a call from your bank or building society treat it 
suspiciously.  Tell the caller you are going to contact your bank to verify 
their call and ring them back.  If it is a genuine call they will not mind 
you doing this.

burglar alarm fraud
Some burglar alarm companies are currently targeting residents in 

this area by telephoning them and making false claims to sell over priced 
products. They make the following claims:

That they are working with the Police or the Council.  This is not 
true! The Police or Council are not working locally with any company 
in this capacity.

The alarm is free: You will be expected to sign up to a contract which 
can cost thousands of pounds.

The Police only attend alarms they have fitted: This is totally untrue.

another phone scam
You receive a phone call saying that as you are a pensioner you are 

eligible for a payment of £1000 - to find out more, please press 5, or to 
finish the call please press 9.  I think that both of these are automatic 
dial-ins on a premium rate line. There are variations on the call, like 
‘Eligible for Heating Grants’.

Crime Prevention Panel
The North Herts Crime Prevention Panel will be recruiting new 

members during 2013.  CPP Organiser Den Wall says, “We have had 
an interesting time in the couple of months leading up to Christmas. 
The CPP assisted with Operation Guardian in giving help and advice to 
combat domestic burglaries. We could however have helped even more 
if we had more volunteers”.

The CPP is purely voluntary so no one would be pressured into tak-
ing part on a regular basis if they didn’t want to.  Existing members have 
found that taking part in activities with the CPP and police has been a 
worthwhile and pleasant experience.  

For more information on the Crime Prevention Panel for North 
Herts, or for details on how to join, please contact Den Wall on con-
tact@nhcpp.org.

Thank you to Sylvia Scales for these 
winter photos of Hinxworth


