
 January 2013        for Caldecote, Edworth, Hinxworth and Newnham               No.136

»  Village Voice  «Village Voice
BBC Wildlife 
Programme on 

Africa

Race Night at the ‘Shoes’
Racing comes to The Three Horseshoes Hinxworth on 16th February 

2013, including the Hinxworth Derby and the Edworth Grand National.  
Sponsor a race or have your own horse in a race.  All proceeds go to the 
Oncology Day Unit at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.  
Barry Huber

Christingle Service

Carols in the Church
After a concert in our church some years ago, one of the violinists 

commented that St Nicholas had perfect acoustics and would make an 
ideal venue for recording. So last summer it was a real pleasure to learn 
that this dream was about to become a reality. In June a small group of 
nine baroque musicians called ‘Musica Donum Dei’, which includes local 
violinist Julia Black, became the first to make a professional recording here.

Christmas music on a summer’s day
It was a slightly strange experience to come to the church on a warm 
sunny day and hear the most beautiful Christmas music filtering un-
seasonally into the outside world of an English summer. But now with 
impeccable timing the fruits of their labours are released in the form of a 
CD that contains sequences of true Christmas carols, songs, dances and 
instrumental works. Some are simply titled ‘traditional’. Others like the 
English favourite “The Boar’s Head Carol” can be dated to a particular 
century, and still others are known to have been arranged by well known 
composers such as Bach.

£10 cd just a phone call away
It is a real pleasure to get away from the commercial world and listen to 
familiar carols in their more authentic garb of simple strings, recorders 
and harpsichord. Let us hope that this is only the first of many occasions 
when our church will be used for such excellent recording.Copies are 
available from Patrick Forbes for just £10 each.  Please call 01462 742015.
Simon Marlow

Graham White from Hinxworth tells us that his daughter Verity spent 
five weeks camping in the jungle in Congo, filming a programme for a new 
series on wildlife in Africa to be presented by Sir David Attenborough.  
Verity said, “‘Africa’ starts on the 2nd January,  9pm BBC1. It’s a six part 
journey across the continent, exploring the landscapes and animals from 
every corner. The hardest part of making the series was finding new sto-
ries – hopefully there’ll be some nice surprises! I worked on programme 
three of the series – Congo. It is the most amazing place I’ve ever been!” 
It starts on January 2nd on the BBC and Verity’s programme is on the 
16th January.  Catch it on BBC iPlayer if you miss it. 

Pampered Chef
Calling all you men out there who think you can’t cook and to all 

you ladies who like or even don’t like to cook. 
 Or maybe you just want some new recipes for a special occasion? 

Make a New Year’s Resolution and come to a Pampered Chef demonstra-
tion in the Village Hall on Thursday January 10th 2013. Just one of a 
range of great speakers and hands-on sessions taking place at the WI on 
the second Thursday of the month every month in 2013, we welcome 
all women and very often you men too! This one is free to everyone, 
just come along for 7.45pm and we guarantee a very enjoyable evening.
Sylvia Scales

For over 40 years The Children’s 
Society Christingle has been a key 
part of celebrations within churches 
and has raised essential funds to 
support the charity’s work with vul-
nerable children and young people 
across the country.  The Children’s 
Society first introduced Christingle 
to The Church of England in 1968, 
and it has since become one of the 
most popular events for families and 
communities in the church calendar.  
Loved by children and adults alike, 
this candlelit celebration is an ideal 

way to share the key messages of the Christian faith, while helping to 
raise vital funds to help children at risk across the country.  

helping vulnerable children
The Children’s Society relies on money raised through Christingle cel-
ebrations to fund their work with vulnerable children and young people 
in your community and across the country.

Hinxworth’s Christingle Service will be held on Sunday January 20th 
at 4pm at St. Nicholas Church.  All are welcome.

Photograph modelled for The Children’s Society 
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Verity and the Congo team



My early years in Hinxworth   

First Aid Course
In late November, mums, grandmothers and one grandmother to be, 

accompanied by 4 young Hinxworth residents and a bump (due very 
soon) attended the First Aid for Babies and Children course run by the 
Red Cross in the Village Hall. 

dangerous mini marshmallows
We learned a lot, including just how hard you need to pat a choking child 
on the back to dislodge a problem object.  Our trainer, Gaye Bayliss, 
warned us that real choking is usually silent and the culprits are often 
things people would least suspect, including mini marshmallows and 
grapes. We also learned that cling film is now recommended as the best 
sterile dressing for burns, after thorough cooling with water.

Almost half a million under fives visit hospital every year in the UK 
after an accident at home. Gaye warned us particularly about washing 
machine liquitabs. These are brightly coloured and alluring to small 
children, but are very dangerous if swallowed, or if the contents spill 
onto skin, so should always be stored out of reach of children. 

The children themselves didn’t learn any first aid but did made short 
work of the cake!
Rebecca Warder

Village Voice Kids
Would your son or daughter like to see their work in the 

Village Voice?  Please get in touch on the village voice email 
address if they have a picture, story or poem that they would 
like to see in print.

I spent my first seven years of life in Hinxworth and it never rained.  
At least I don’t remember it raining but I suppose it must have at some 
point.  It was always sunny and warm and days were spent playing in the 
garden with the Morley children from next door or going for walks with 
my mother to collect wild flowers or look at the ducks on the pond.  I 
remember the laburnum tree in our garden which grew from a seed set 
by my paternal grandfather William Barton, and when it was hot we 
would sit under it.

no running water
We lived in a cottage called “Elmhurst” which I believe is now “King-
smead”.  We occupied one of the two cottages that were there, and my 
bedroom window looked out on to Chapel Street.  It was very basic two 
up and two down accommodation back then in 1949, with an Elsan 
lavatory in a shed in the garden, and no running water.  Whereas neigh-
bouring houses had a sewage collection once a week from the local honey 
wagon we didn’t qualify as we had a large garden, so my father used to 
bury the contents under cover of darkness on a Friday night.  When the 
honey wagon arrived I would be dragged inside by my mother and all 
the doors and windows would be closed for the duration!

Water for domestic use was collected in two heavy pails from the tap 
which used to be just up from the “Shoes” public house on the kerbside.  
It was heavy work carting those buckets and my father sometimes used 
to do it in the morning before going off to work.  In bitter weather they 
would freeze over and the ice would have to be broken before use.  Bath 
water was heated in a copper in an outhouse and my mother used to do 
her washing here as well on a Monday morning, come rain or shine.  I 
remember the blue bags which were placed into the rinsing water and 
everywhere was steamy.  If it was a bad drying day, the washing would 
be put on a wooden clothes horse around the fire, which always seemed 
reluctant to go.  My mother caught me once armed with a poker trying 
to get the coals to burst into life, declaring “Let’s have a good flare-up!” 

Jack Frost has been
Winters were cold, and Mum would come into my room in the morning 
and say that Jack Frost had been.  She would then draw a funny face 
on the inside of my bedroom window where it was frozen up.  I knew 
when things were getting better when she announced that the swallows 
had arrived, and I would look out of my bedroom window at their nest 
making activities.  My bedroom doubled up as an area for winter stor-
age of the beautiful Blenheim apples picked from the tree in the garden 
and as I lay in bed I could see them all round the tiny room on the floor 
boards.   Of course, it was never warm enough for them to perish in 
that cool environment!

lots of rabbit stew
I recall that we had a lot of rabbit stews with vegetables from the garden 
which Dad grew.  These rabbits came from Carroty Clark who used to 
shoot them and I think that they cost sixpence each.  Mum’s rabbit stew 
was second to none, and I have never been able to create this unique 
taste and feeling of well being since.      continued in columns 3 & 4

Dad’s treat on a Saturday evening would be beer brought home from 
the pub in a jug with some packets of crisps containing a blue salt bag.  
The landlord then was Tommy Unwin who also used to clean windows 
and run a taxi service if required.

At the age of five I started school at Merchant Taylors in Ashwell 
where Miss Purbrook was the young teacher beloved by all.  I travelled on 
the coach with all the other children and absolutely hated it. I hated the 
school, being away all day, and having to walk in the pouring rain to the 
village hall for our “dinner”.  You see, it did rain, but not in Hinxworth!  
When Dad was growing up in Hinxworth he attended the school just 
up the Edworth Road, and I used to wish that it hadn’t closed so that I 
could be that near to home.

excellent postal service
My Yorkshire grandmother never could quite get to grips with our address, 
but the postal service must have been excellent then to be able to deliver 
letters to “Elm-hurzy, Hinx-wonty, Nr. Badcock.”  My father mischievously 
used to say that we’d had a letter from China when one arrived.

I remember going to Sunday School at St Nicholas where I’d been 
baptised at the age of six weeks.  The teacher was a bespectacled Mr Scar-
borough who wore a brown pork pie hat.  We used to play him up a bit 
because he was so prim and proper.  One boy, Peter Bryant, (who went 
on to become a police officer) caused uproar one day by coming out with:

“Matthew, Mark, Luke and John,
Hold my horse while I get on!”

We children thought this was hilarious and fell about with laughter, but 
Mr Scarborough was not amused.  I have never forgotten this and his 
attempt at chastising us for such a lack of respect, and it remains one of 
my most vivid and enduring memories.  I still smile at the thought of it.

I loved living in Hinxworth as it has so many happy memories for me, 
but we moved to Letchworth to a council house where there was running 
water, a toilet that flushed and a good primary school for me to attend.
Angela Camp (née Barton)

Adventure Planning
Tom Cullen, aged 7, is planning to cycle from coast to coast in Devon 

in the spring with his dad, Andy.  He will be doing the cycle over a few  
days and will be raising funds for charity through sponsorship.  More 
details to follow next month including details of how you can sponsor 
this little adventurer!



January 5th Lost and Found Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 3
January 7th Zumba class, 6pm Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 3
January 10th Pampered Chef Hinxworth Village Hall 7.45, see page 1
Janaury 20th Deadline February Village Voice
February 8th February Soup Lunch
February 16th Race night, The Three Horseshoes, Hinxworth, see page 1
June 30th 2013 Newnham Church Lunch
November 23rd Village Supper
December 7th Christmas Bazaar

Dates for your diary

Thanks from David
I would like to convey my sincere thanks to the friends, neighbours 

and just about everybody in Hinxworth and Edworth who wished me a 
safe recovery from my recent spell in hospital.

I have long been aware that Hinxworth is just about the best place to 
live with the warmth and kindness always shown in times of need. On 
this occasion I was truly aware of the prayers and wishes from our dear 
friends. Thank you all!
David Osmond

Lost and Found!
Have you lost anything that might have been left at the village hall?
Have you gained anything that might belong to someone else or the 

village hall?  Please come or bring any items you have found to the hall 
on Saturday 5th January.
Sylvia Scales

 Zumba classes
Mondays 6pm to 7pm in the Hinxworth village hall, starting Monday 

7th January. All welcome. £5.  Please note this is subject to confirmation 
by the teacher, please email your interest and I will confirm en masse! 
Sylviamedia@gmail.com
Sylvia Scales

Exercise bike free to good home!
Bike / cross trainer - i.e. it works the arms as well.  Call Sylvia on 01462 742505

WI Christmas Party

Merriment was the order of the day, when the Women’s Institute held 
their Christmas Party in the Village Hall on the evening of Thursday 
13th December.

one and three quarter reindeer
After drinks on arrival, a hot buffet was served which was prepared by the 
committee.  We dined on delicious dishes such as Fish Pie,  Shepherds Pie, 
Chilli Con Carne, and Beef Casserole, followed by home made Christ-
mas puddings.  Then came the entertainment, which was Hinxworth’s 
answer to the Beetle Drive, a Reindeer Drive. The game was in the same 
format but we had to draw a reindeer.  This was won  by Yvonne Tookey 
who managed to draw one and three quarter reindeer.  Then there was 
a Chinese raffle where everyone has the opportunity to snaffle others’ 
raffle prizes as the numbers are called out. This has always been popular 
in the past and proved to be so again. All members and guests seemed 
to enjoy the evening which closed at 10.15 pm.

Next meeting:  Thursday January 10th, Pampered Chef demonstra-
tion, 7.45pm in The Village Hall, Francis Road, Hinxworth.

The annual subscriptions, £33, are due, good value at £3.00 per 
meeting, include your refreshments and home baked cakes.  All new 
members most welcome.
Carol Cheney

The Three Horseshoes opening hours
Christmas Eve - 3pm till close
Christmas Day - 12pm till 3pm
Boxing Day - 12pm till 6pm

New Year’s Eve - 3pm till close
New’s Years Day - 12pm till 6pm

2013 in the Village Hall 
There will be lots of fantastic events in 2013 organised by the Vil-

lage Hall Mangement Comittee to raise funds for the Hinxworth and 
Edworth Village Hall.

March - Quiz Night. To be confirmed
June - Casino Night.  To be confirmed
September - Disco.  To be confirmed
23rd November - The Village Supper
7th December - Christmas Bazaar
More details on all these events will follow in due course, or please 

contact Victoria Scales for further information.10 years of Soup Lunch
What is soup lunch, how did it begin? It was time to get some answers 

from Yvonne Tookey. “We pinched the idea of a soup lunch from Ashwell. 
They were doing a soup lunch at the time. Soup lunch in Hinxworth 
started ten years ago in November 2002 when I retired.”

“I think we have given away around £3,500 to good causes and chari-
ties. The whole idea wasn’t to raise money but to have a get-together for 
people in the village to come and meet one another and have a chat. 
The by-product is that we have raised money and given it away to lots 
of charities. The current list of recipients includes World Villages for 
Children, Shelter, Diabetes UK, African Children’s Fund, Great Or-
mond Street Hospital, Toybox, Papworth Trust, Crisis at Christmas, 
Arthritis Research, RNLI, Red Cross, VSO, Mission to Seafarers and 
Saint Nicholas Church Hinxworth.”

soup lunch for everyone
“Some people have thought Soup Lunch was for really poor people who 
couldn’t afford to feed themselves. Maybe they think of ‘soup kitchen, soup 
runs’ and they can’t get their heads round the fact that it isn’t that at all.”

everyone wins
“10 or 12 people are on my list as soup makers.  It doesn’t fall on the 
same people to make soup each month. They donate the soup, so once 
we have paid the Village Hall Committee for the use of the building, 
anything over is for giving away. People say we don’t charge enough for 
the lunch, but we have money left over so everyone wins.”

Congratulations to everyone involved, on to the next 10 years.
Patrick Forbes

Yvonne Tookey wins the Reindeer Drive

Vanishing e-mail shock horror
An important piece of copy emailed to the editorial address 

villagevoice3@gmail.com never arrived. We try to acknowledge 
receipt of emails, so if you don’t hear from us, it may be worth 
checking that your prized piece of copy has arrived. 



  Church Services
January 6th 10.15am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
January 13th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
January 20th 4pm Christingle Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
January 27th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
             9.30 am Holy Communion St. Vincent Newnham

On the beat 
with PC 431 Paul Marina

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935

Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural

contact us

Please send all copy and pictures for February’s Village Voice to Annie 
Cullen, 1 Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to vil-
lagevoice3@gmail.com by January 20th. Village Voice, published by 
Forbes Services Ltd,  can be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

distraction theft
We have had a few reports about people being 

approached in a car park and being offered watches 
to buy.  We advised people to say no thank you 
and walk away as this was a form of distraction 
theft whereby an accomplice would be helping 
themselves to your bag or wallet while you were distracted.  We have now 
received reports of this type of theft occurring in car parks in other areas 
albeit slightly different in that the perpetrators claimed to be lost and 
asked for directions producing a map for their victims to be distracted by 
or where they approach a victim saying they have dropped some money.  
The victims in these cases had their purses or wallets stolen containing 
bank cards and suffered loss of money from their bank accounts. 

be wary
Please be wary of anyone you do not know approaching you in this way.  
Try not to engage in conversation, say no to anything offered and walk 
away - keep yourself and your belongings safe and secure. This type of 
theft appears to be on the increase in the run up to Christmas when 
people are more likely to be out and about shopping and more easily 
distracted with the stress shopping in crowds can bring.

looking for a rave
It is a long time since we have had any type of rave in our area but 

I would just like to remind all owners of land and rural businesses to 
check their property and ensure that all buildings and gates are locked, 
especially over the weekends.  If it is not possible to secure land with a 
gate, it is suggested that entrances are blocked temporarily to prevent 
unwanted vehicle access.  Should you find any signs of suspicious activity 
or see vehicles arriving, please contact the Police by dialling 101.

Your support and involvement is vital in preventing instances of public 
nuisance from occurring.

multi-agency work
On 21st November officers from a range of agencies were out in 

force  disrupting and identifying criminals in East Herts.  More than 30 
police officers along with colleagues from the UK Border Agency, Trading 
Standards, East Herts Council and the Motor Insurance Bureau, carried 
out a day of action.  Throughout the course of the day more than 309 
vehicles were stopped and checked including lorries, vans and cars, as 
police created a ring of ANPR cameras around Buntingford.

Newnham Ladies who lunch
Third Wednesday of the month!  Hostess Maria gave us a splendid 

four courses incorporating Italian Lasagne and home-made crumble.  So 
many bottle concoctions, it never ceases to amaze!  Thank you Maria 
so very much.  
Sheila Rosendale

Soup lunch
There will be no soup lunch in January due to holidays.  The first 

soup lunch for 2013 will be on Friday 8th February.  
Yvonne Tookey

Burglars target the elderly
Police are appealing for witnesses and urging members of the public to 

be vigilant following eleven distraction burglaries in the areas of Hitchin, 
Royston, Hemel Hempstead, Harpenden, St Albans and Cuffley.

In most cases a man knocks at the door of the victim, claims to be 
carrying out building work in a neighbouring property and that he has 
burst a pipe and needs to check the victim’s water supply.  The offenders 
are described as two white men, with Irish accents, between the ages of 
30 and 50. One man is said to have a very slim build and the second is 
said to be larger.

Detective Sergeant Alex Tyrrell from the specialist team, Operation 
Manhunt, said: “I’d like to reassure people that we have a team of spe-
cialist officers investigating these burglaries, however in the meantime I 
would urge people to be extra vigilant and to remind their older friends 
and relatives not to open the door to anyone they are not expecting.

 “I’d also like to hear from anyone who may have had a similar call at 
their door, or if you believe you have witnessed any of these incidents or 
to anyone who might have seen suspicious activity in their area. If you can 
help, please call police via the non-emergency number on 0845 33 00 222.”
Neighbourhood Watch

Thanks to everyone involved in bringing 
you the Village Voice: the printers, Mat-
thew, David and Geoff at Wormald Bur-
rows in Biggleswade, and Richard Floyd at 
Floyd Automatic in Baldock.  Also thanks 
to the distributors Judy King, David Os-
mond, Sue Bain, Michele Jarman, Fiona 
Hughes, Chantal Floyd, Yvonne and John 

Tookey and Biddy Sheldrick.

Carpet Bowls Tea

The Indoor Carpet Bowls  Club had a Christmas tea at Stotfold Mill 
on 13th December. 30 members and friends were served a splendid tea by 
volunteers at the Mill. Carpet Bowls resume after Christmas on Tuesday 
evening January 8th, and on Thursday afternoon January 10th. New 
members are always welcome to this most friendly of groups.

John Tookey, Jerry and Edna Keep

Village Voice wishes you a very happy 
New Year


