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Election results
Following the local elections held at the beginning of May, the Con-

servative candidate Tony Hunter was re-elected.  Turnout for voting was 
35%.  The results were as follows: 

Ken Garland, Labour Party - 350 votes
Tony Hunter, Conservative Party - 1506 votes
Felix Power, Green Party - 135 votes
Peter Robbins, UK Independence Party - 796 votes
Ian Simpson, Liberal Democrat Party - 1437 votes

New Village Hall Team
After the AGM this year we have undergone a few changes in person-

nel and roles, so we thought we’d introduce ourselves.  The new team 
is:  Victoria Scales - Chairman, Emile Warder - Treasurer, Jack Smith 
- Caretaker, Brenda Smith - Secretary, Jan Raynham - Vice Chairman 
and Reserve Bookings Clerk, Sylvia Scales - Bookings Clerk, Rebecca 
Warder and Michael Baim.  In addition to the members above there are 
people in the village who help maintain our fire alarm systems and event 
organisers and helpers.

We are always looking for new members to join and get involved with 
events as we always have a wish list of big jobs to do around the hall.  
One project we will be giving more details about over the next year is 
the planned refurbishment of the side room.

If you would like join the committee or see what it’s like by attending 
a meeting, please contact me on 01462 742505.
Victoria Scales

Top Row: Victoria Scales, Rebecca and Emile Warder, Jan Raynham
Bottom Row: Jack and Brenda Smith, Sylvia Scales, Michael Baim

Casino Night - last chance for tickets!
Saturday 6th July 2013.  Three tables of Poker, Black-Jack and Roulette 

at Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall.  7.30 for 8pm.  £15 each includ-
ing food.  Cut off date for tickets 20th June.  It will be a good evening.  
Jan Raynham, Ogles, High St, Hinxworth 
01462 742258

Village Hall Bookings
Please note that bookings can now be made with Jan Raynham or 

the Scales family.  If you don’t get an answer try Jan on 01462 742258. 
Please also remember that in an emergency keys can be found  with Jack 
Smith on 01462 743104.
Sylvia Scales 01462 742505

Newnham Parish Lunch
Newnham’s social event of the year - Sunday June 30th.  Newnham 

Hall Cottage at 1 pm. Stalls, raffle and the amazing lunch.  Tickets now 
available £12, children under 12 £4, from Sue Bain 01462 742284, 
Audrey Whalley 01462 742517 and Fiona Hughes on 01462 742709.

Summer Charity Butterfly Ball
Saturday 8th June 2013
Hinxworth Village Hall 

Ticket Price £45.00.  Glass of bubbly on arrival, three course meal, 
glass of wine with your meal, followed by coffee, tea and mints.  Soul 
singer Uche Eke will also be singing a variety of swing, jazz and easy lis-
tening, plus a supporting disco.  7pm for 7.30pm sit down.   No raffles 
or fundraising on the night and drinks from the bar will be reasonably 
priced.  There is a choice of three options for each course which is to be 
pre-ordered before 1st June.  Dress code:  Gentlemen Black Tie - Even-
ing or Cocktail dress for the Ladies. The Village Hall will also be very 
well dressed for the occasion.  All proceeds will be shared between Ad-
denbrookes Breast Cancer Unit and the newly founded Biggleswade & 
Area Cancer Support Group. 

For more information or to purchase tickets, please contact: Helene 
Donohoe 07890 212194 or Valerie James 07974 013107.
Debbie Hawthorne, Helene Donohoe, Valerie 
James and Janice Woodward

Art Society Exhibition
Our annual exhibition was enjoyed by all our visitors, and 20 paint-

ings were sold.   We spend a lot of time during the year planning the 
layout of the room, and the best way to display the paintings.   The 
day we set everything up is fraught with anxiety – will we finish before 
midnight, help – we’ve run out of hooks, etc.   When it is eventually 
all done we realise that it does look good after all.   Over the weekend 
everyone helps with the various tasks and we enjoy meeting the visitors 
and hearing their comments.   There was a lovely variety of subjects to 
appreciate and choose from – watercolour landscapes, colourful pastels, 
animal portraits, local scenes, oil and acrylic paintings.   Some prints 
and unframed paintings were also available.

If you didn’t come you missed a treat – but there will be another 
one next year.
Annette Forbes

Visitors enjoying the artwork at the exhibition; Frank Amos with 
one of his paintings



Hinxworth and Edworth WI
The WI enjoyed a very interesting talk with audience participation 

from Vic Botterill BA. MCIPD.  He introduced himself by telling us 
he was now retired but had been in Hertfordshire Constabulary for 30 
years and had retired in the post of Chief Inspector.  He has an Open 
University Degree grounded in philosophy and is a Member of the 
Chartered Institute of Personal Development.

He started his talk by reading us a short story entitled  “Who killed 
the Baroness?”.  He then explained that he wanted us in groups of six, 
and that we would be given six scenarios to read which could relate to 
the above story.  After reading these we were to decide who had killed 
the baroness.  Although in the story it was said that one of the characters 
had stabbed her, this gave a lot of food for thought.  It was decided by 
the end of the evening that the character who did the actual deed was 
the guilty party, but so were some of the other characters because of their 
actions. Very thought provoking!

We hope our visitors enjoyed what was a rather different evening.  
Next months meeting, Thursday 13th June, Members Night.  Village 

Hall, Francis Road, Hinxworth, 7.45pm.  This is the meeting where the 
members arrange and run the meeting, giving the committee a night off.
Carol Cheney

Hinxworth Nature Diary
Driving through the lanes around Hinxworth at dusk, keep your 

eyes peeled:  you may be lucky enough to spot a roe deer.  This is one of 
only two native British deer species, the other being the larger red deer.  
Standing 60 - 75 cm at the shoulder, the roe deer is active throughout 
the 24 hours, with peak activity at dusk or dawn.  Its primary habitat is 
woodland, where it feeds on leaves and young shoots.  Adults are mainly 
solitary and the males sport a pair of short, spiky antlers.  The breeding 
season, or rut, takes place in July and August and the young, usually two 
fawns, are born the following year in June.  

When alarmed, the roe deer makes a short bark which is frequently 
repeated and the white patch on its fleeing rump can often be seen.  The 
individual I saw was on the roadside bank near the Ashwell Quarry nature 
reserve, descending the bank gracefully, nose down.  As soon as it spotted 
the approaching car, it shot back into the wood in a flash!
Emile Warder

Ashwell Village Family Fun Day
Saturday 23rd June, 12 - 4 pm.  Ashwell School PTA are holding 

a fun day for all the family whatever the weather!  We have live music, 
BBQ, Pimms tent, bar, donkey rides, tombola, raffle, prizes, egg throwing 
competition, face painting, beat the goalie, bouncy castle, Fire engine/
Police car to see and much more. We also are opening the swimming 
pool from 12pm to 2pm.  For a fun afternoon with the kids entertained, 
come down to Ashwell School.
Michelle Woods

Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council held on 

Thursday 2nd May 2013 in the Village Hall at 7pm.  Present:                                                   
Mr L. Whitfield, Chairman, Mr A. Cullen, Mr D. Osmond, Mr E.Sore, 
Mr P. Watler, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.  Also attending:  P.C. Paul Ma-
rina, P.C. Nic Musto

The Chairman welcomed P.C.Marina and P.C. Musto. They then ad-
dressed the meeting.  P.C. Paul Marina confirmed he would be retiring 
from the Police Force in September and P.C. Musto would be replacing 
him.  P.C. Musto then gave a brief outline of his career. He has been 
with the Royston Force for eighteen years and prior to that worked for 
the Force in Hemel Hempstead and Stevenage. His interests are in the 
Countryside and Rural pursuits so he fulfils the brief for taking over from 
P.C. Marina. He expects there will be little change to the local policing 
in the short term. He lives in Guilden Morden and therefore knows the 
locality. He then took questions from the Councillors.

Les Whitfield – What precautions can be taken to ensure items stolen 
when recovered can be returned to the rightful owner?

P.C. Musto – There are products on the market such as Smart Water 
for spraying onto items. These are  registered with the manufacturer on 
a website and the police have access to the data. So if and when stolen 
items are recovered they can be returned. It has to be remembered sheds 
still remain a vulnerable area for opportunistic thefts.

Paul Watler- What is your forte?
P.C. Musto – Born and raised in the countryside. He is passionate 

about the countryside and rural issues.  Therefore this rural patch is ideal. 
He intends to follow all the procedures currently in place.

Eric Sore – Speeding through the village is an issue.
P.C. Musto – The PSO does speed checks on a regular basis. There is 

no specific answer on how to overcome this problem. Speed humps? Chi-
canes? Or maybe reducing the speed limit through the Village to 20mph?

David Osmond – The approaching speeding cyclists through the 
Village cannot be heard.   

P.C. Musto – There is no legislation in place for speeding cyclists. 
The Chairman then thanked both officers for attending the meeting. 

He passed on the best wishes for his  retirement to P.C. Marina from the 
Parish Council and Hinxworth Villagers and thanked him for his help 
over the years.   The Officers left the meeting at 7.25pm.    

Council Business:
Planning: Cantlebury: The Councillors noted in the N.H.D.C. 

Members Information a Planning Application has been made  to “reduce 
six lime trees”. No action is required by the Parish Council. 

Highways: Hinxworth Area: There are still outstanding issues. The 
Councillors are to request Terry Wilkinson, the District Agent  for Ring-
way Contractors on behalf of Hertfordshire Highways, be contacted to 
visit the Hinxworth area and “walk the Village” to note the various issues 
outstanding. Hinxworth/Edworth Road/Dunton Road: There are still 
numerous potholes in the Hinxworth/Edworth Road plus some subsid-
ence areas on the Dunton Road from the Hinxworth turn to the A1. 
Speed Limit: The Councillors are to look into the possibility of reducing 
the speed limit in the Village to 20mph. 

Village Hall:  Dorma Door Quote: To be discussed further with the 
Village Hall Management Committee. The grassed area in front of the 
Village Hall: The VHMC has requested the Parish Council provide a 
post and linked fence to be installed around the area. This would stop 
vehicles from parking/running over the grass. 

Recreation Ground: Hinxworth Archers are to provide an additional 
picnic table to add to the one they kindly provided last year. The Council-
lors conveyed their thanks to Hinxworth Archers for this generous offer.  
An additional bench for the Childrens Play Area: Having viewed the area 
the Parish Councillors agreed there is adequate seating already in place. 

Superfast Broadband: Recent information received from Oliver 
Heald and a covering note from the Parish Council Chairman is to be 
distributed to the residents of Hinxworth.

A Defibrillator: A request by a Villager had been made for the instal-
lation of a defibrillator for emergency use in the village. Having done 

much research the Parish Councillors agreed it is not a viable project 
on the grounds of where to locate it, the availability of a trained person 
to carry out the task at the time of an emergency. Defibrillators are 
normally installed in public buildings such as swimming pools, schools, 
Council offices.      

Date of the Next Meeting: Thursday June 6th 2013 at 7.00 pm in 
the Village Hall.  The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to Hinxworth Parish Council

Twelve Bridges of London Walk
I would like to thank everyone who sponsored me taking part in this 

walk in aid of the Garden House Hospice. Through your generosity we 
have managed to raise the wonderful sum of £2,203 for this very worthy 
cause.  May I ask anyone who has not paid their sponsorship to call into 
the post office to do so in order that I may send off the money to the 
hospice.  Once again, thank you all.
Maureen Coston, Ashwell Post Office



June 8th Summer Charity Butterfly Ball, Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 1
June 14th Charity Golf Day, 12pm
June 15th Quiz at Home, see page 4
June 17th Ashwell Museum British Museum trip 9am
June 23rd Family Fun day Ashwell School, 12pm, see page 2
June 26th Ask Your Pharmacist, Ashwell Surgery, 7.15pm, see above
June 30th Newnham Church Lunch, see page 1
July 6th Casino Night, see page 1
July 20th Hampers and Champers, 8pm
July 24th Village Outing Harlaxton Manor 9am
September 22nd Ashwell Museum trip to London, 9am
October 13th The Friday Funny Jokes Lunch, see above
November 23rd Village Supper
November 30th Christmas Bazaar 11am - 1pm
December 7th Afternoon of Carols at Caldecote Church
September 20th 2014 Hinxworth Village Show

Dates for your diary

Offshore Sailing
Is there anybody in the villages who would like to sail in the Solent 

Area over a weekend this summer? Experience is not necessary as the 
skeleton crew are qualified. The cost is about £100 to £150 for the two 
days from Friday pm to Sunday pm.  I have chartered this yacht in the 
picture – a Rustler 42 based at the Gosport Marina on the South coast 
opposite Portsmouth – for two weekends the 21st to 23rd June and 19th 

to 21st July.
The yacht is owned by the 

Royal Artillery Yacht Club 
(RAYC) so the charter fees are 
at club rates rather than those 
charged by commercial charter-
ers.   More details from Alec 
Stephenson on 01462 742953

Friday Funny Jokes Lunch 
(on a Sunday!)

“A day without laughter is a day wasted” – Charlie Chaplin
Roll up, roll up, roll up for the side-splitting event of the year! We 

are proud to announce the first, the very first, annual Friday Funny 
Jokes Lunch!

All profits to be shared equally between Hinxworth and Edworth WI 
and Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall 

An afternoon of laughter, fun, hysteria, surprises, letting our hair 
down, supporting our local community.  Sunday October 13th 2013. 
Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall.  Laughter schedules to start at 
12.30pm, finishing around 3pm.  The funny thing is that it only costs 
£12.50 a head including an hysterical glass of wine!  Just for a laugh, 
lunch will be melon followed by poached salmon and salad, followed by 
locally produced desserts - that should bring a smile to everyone’s face!

For tickets, please contact Michael Baim on 01767 315094 or 07816 
665594 or email him at penguinbaim@gmail.com.  

Ask Your Pharmacist
Ashwell Patients’ Group invites you to “Ask Your Pharmacist”, a 

presentation given by Ashwell’s own pharmacist, Brian Deal, to be held at 
Ashwell Surgery on Wednesday 26th June 2013, 7.15pm.  Refreshments 
served from 7.00 pm.  He will cover the changing role of the pharmacist 
over the years and what is available in community pharmacies today, 
much of which may come as a surprise to the public at large. He will 
explain aspects of the pharmacy workforce, exploring their respective roles 
and qualifications. Ashwell Pharmacy has a teaching function for trainee 
pharmacists and Brian is a tutor for the University of Hertfordshire. All 
being well, one of his current trainees, Rita, who many of you will have 
met, will accompany him. Brian has vast experience of his field and is a 
very entertaining speaker. A most enjoyable and informative evening is 
guaranteed! Hope to see you there.
Peter Chapman, Chairman

Community Notice - Farr Festival 2013
Friday 19th to Sunday 21st July at Bygrave Plantation, Nr. Newnham.  

Farr Festival is a music festival with programmed entertainment between 
the following times: Friday - 13:00 to 06:00 (Saturday), Saturday - 13:00 
to 06:00 (Sunday morning).  A sound propagation test will take place 
on Thursday 18th July to enable us to set the sound systems to the noise 
limits in our Event Licence.  There will be a Community Hotline available 
from Thursday 18th to Sunday 21st July, 24 hours a day:  07845 311 
551.  For more information on the festival please visit farrfestival.co.uk.
Dom Farr

Role Model of the Year
Patrick Forbes talks to this year’s winner, Deborah Bone.
 “The Comet newspaper called 

for nominations for their ninth an-
nual Community Awards. People 
nominated me. I don’t know who 
they are, maybe some of my work 
colleagues, friends, people who have 
read my blog - www.mymyeloma-
journey.wordpress.com -   I got a 
letter and a phone call to tell me 
that I had been short-listed, one of four in the Role Model of the Year 
category. How did I feel? Well, I wondered why and then felt quite proud 
that anyone had bothered to nominate me. I felt proud, it was kind of 
them, and I was excited.”

“I went to the awards ceremony at the Icknield Centre in Letchworth 
on Friday May 17th. I was a bit worried about whether with the amount 
of drugs I’m on I’d be able to stay awake throughout the evening. I was 
offered a Bucks Fizz when I arrived which I accepted, probably not such 
a good idea. Colin, my mother, and my sister Kate came with me and a 
couple of friends came too. We enjoyed a buffet meal.  The Sky Formula 
One commentator David Croft read out the nominations, with a bit 
about each of them. There were 12 awards, role model was just one of 
them. The short listed were called up on stage, with the winner staying 
for a longer chat with David Croft.”

dangers of bucks fizz and drugs
“I thought, ‘I hope they don’t call me up as I’m so muddled with the 
Bucks Fizz and all the drugs, I won’t remember what to say.’  When we 
got to Role Model of the Year, the others sounded more deserving than 
me. But then I heard, ‘Role Model of the Year goes to Deborah Bone. My 
mother and Kate and Colin were all tearful, joyful and clapping. I had 
to get up on the stage. David Croft was very gentle with me. I’m afraid I 
did chatter on as things came to mind. I made a few people laugh. I was 
given a nice glass trophy, and back to my seat I went –  a good evening.”

more research for myeloma
“I have myeloma and I’m keen for more people to know about it. It’s a 
blood related disease based in the bone marrow. It produces cancerous 
blood cells  which stops normal blood cells from doing what they should. 
It eventually breaks down the bones, or some of the cancer spreads into 
the major organs and causes damage there. A lot of research is being done 
into it. The more people know about it and want to donate to myeloma 
research the better. I have had four cycles of chemotherapy at University 
College Hospital London. The next stage is harvesting my stem cells. 
There’s no current cure for myeloma. When the condition worsens, they 
can put those harvested cells back in to me to give me more time. I’m 
allowed two stem cell transplants. The hope is that they will do the trick 
and keep the cancer at bay.  The more research they do, the better the 
chance of a cure.”

Colin and Deborah moved to Hinxworth in October 2011. Deborah was 
Clinical Lead and Service Manager for an Early Intervention Children’s Men-
tal Health Team covering Hertfordshire. She has worked in mental health 
all her life, working at Fairfield Hospital as a volunteer when she was 15.

Had I known about the Role Model of the Year Award, would I have nomi-
nated Deborah? Absolutely – as they say, a no-brainer, especially apt in my case.
Patrick Forbes



  Church Services
June 2nd 10.15am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
June 9th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
June 16th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. George, Edworth
June 23rd 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
        9.30 Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham               
June 30th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth

On the beat 
with PC 1277 Nic Musto

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

Nicholas.musto@herts.pnn.police.uk 01438 757986
paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924

chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935
Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PC 1277 Nic Musto, North Herts Rural

contact us

Please send all copy and pictures for July’s Village Voice to Annie Cullen, 1 
Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to villagevoice3@gmail.
com by June 20th. Village Voice, published by Forbes Services Ltd,  can be 
read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

Avoid being a victim
Here is some advice to help you avoid being a 

victim of burglary.
- When you go out, make your home look   

     occupied
- Always lock up your house
- Think before you go to bed or go out, have you locked all your      

     doors and side doors?
- Fit good locks, appropriate to the type of door. 
- Use window locks
- Good external lighting will help to deter the thief when it is dark. 
- When you go out, leave lights on in rooms that are usually occupied 

Think about the garden
- Remember to lock away gardening tools in your shed or garage
- Keep garden fences in good repair and consider having trellising   

     on the top. 
- Make sure that you have a strong garden gate and always lock it. 
- Roses, a thorny hedge and spiky plants can act as deterrents.
- Keep hedges, trees and shrubs in your front garden below 
windowsill height to stop the burglar having a screen to work behind. 
- Use additional locks for garages, shed doors and outside storage areas. 
- Don’t store valuable items, such as golf clubs or fishing gear, in a   

     garden shed unless it has additional security. 

be a good neighbour
- Keep an eye out for unusual callers in your neighbourhood.
- Make sure that expensive items are not easily visible from the road
- Try not to keep important or very valuable property at home. 
- Keep cash or credit cards with you or in a safe place at home. 
- Visible burglar alarms may make burglars think twice.

When you’re on holiday
- Avoid drawing attention to the fact that your house is unoccupied.
- Fit timers to lighting and radios to make the house appear lived-in. 
- Don’t forget to cancel deliveries of milk, newspapers etc. 
- Park a car in your driveway, perhaps your neighbour’s. 
- Consider moving enticing items so that they are out of sight. 
- Ask someone to cut your grass if you are away for long. 
- Ask someone you can trust to keep an eye on your home.
- Fill in an unoccupied premises form and it to email me

Postcode your property
Marking your property can deter burglars. And if it is ever lost or 

stolen, it will be easier to identify and you will stand a much better 
chance of getting it back.  Publicise the fact that your property is marked 
by placing stickers on view from the outside of your home. These are 
available from your local crime prevention officer.  Use your postcode 
followed by your house number or the first two letters of its name to 
identify each article.  Property can be marked in a number of ways in-
cluding UV security marker pens, which leaves a mark that is not visible 
to the naked eye. These pens are available from good stationery stores 
at a reasonable cost.  Take specialist advice before marking expensive or 
irreplaceable items. Photograph valuable and smaller items on a plain 
background and use a ruler to show the size of small objects. If there is 
a distinguishing mark, take a photograph that shows it. Video footage 
of items is also useful.  Keep a list of all valuable property in a safe place.

Quiz at Home for Ashwell Playgroup
Saturday 15th June.  Assemble your friends at home for a fun evening 

doing a quiz, competing against other homes.  The cost is just £5 per 
person / guest - the host is free and receives a complimentary bottle of 
wine.   We will provide the quiz the evening before and the team open 
their quiz paper at the allotted time.   The quiz can be done over drinks 
or dinner.  It’s a chance to  get together with friends, family and have 
some fun! The quiz papers are collected at the end of the evening and 
marked.  Wooden spoon for the loser !!  All host bookings to be made 
in advance.  The team can be as big or as small as you wish.
Lorraine Perricone 01462 743290

Request for wool
I wish to ask for any odd balls of double knit wool as I am making a knitted 

blanket for the raffle at the Craft Fair in the Village Hall which is being held at 
the end of the year.  Any donations can be given to Marion Willan.  Many thanks.  
Marion Bridgewater

At Ashwell Playgroup, learning through 
play is at the centre of all we do.  In a relaxed 
friendly atmosphere, we offer children fun ways 
to explore all the EYFS areas of learning.  We 
help them to stay safe, be healthy and most 
importantly to enjoy and achieve. 

Starting in September, children will be eligible to join Playgroup from 
the age of two.  If you’d like to find out more, why not pop in to Ashwell 
Village Hall, or call 07565 528194 to arrange a visit? 
Jo Adams

Bike ride for Great Ormond Street
Tom Cullen, aged 7, will be riding across Devon this July.  Tom and 

his dad, Andy, are hoping to raise money by cycling the 60 miles of off-
road tracks, including the Tarka Trail and the Granite Way, that form the 
North-South cycle trail across the county.  The ride will take a few days, 
with stops for refuelling and sleep, and perhaps a bit of cricket practice 
in the evenings.  Tom says “Daddy and me planned to do a big bike ride 
this summer, and I asked if we could raise money while we are doing it.  
I chose Great Ormond Street Hospital because they are a hospital just for 
children and they make children better.”

If you could spare a few pounds to 
sponsor Tom on his adventure and help 
him reach his target of £400, he would 
be so pleased.  Every donation helps Gt 
Ormond St Hospital Children’s Charity 
to provide the best facilities and equip-
ment, research and develop new treat-
ments, and support their remarkable 
patients and their families.

To sponsor Tom, please go to www.justgiving.com/tomsdevontrek, 
or get in touch with Annie on 07561 103848.  Thank you.
Annie Cullen


