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The Real Easter Egg
Quiz night

Quiz night at the village hall 2nd March, 7:30 for 8pm start.  Tickets 
£8 per person, teams of up to 6.  

There will be some sandwiches and light refreshment on the table, 
but no bar (bring your own drink).  Please let us know if you are attend-
ing so we can cater for numbers.  Please contact Victoria on 742505 for 
more information.

Congratulations to Gemma Bassett 
from the Three Horseshoes on 
the arrival of Lily Grace.   She 
was born at 12.16 on Friday 
8 t h  Fe b r u a r y  w e i g h i n g  a 
healthy 9lb2 and is doing well.

Laughter is the best medicine!
“A little nonsense now and then is cherished by the wisest man.”
(Willy Wonka, from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald 

Dahl)
To all the laughter literati out there we would like to invite you to 

join “THE RED NOSE BOOK CLUB” which we are setting up.  One 
with a difference in so far as it will not only operate as a book club but 
will raise money for charity at the same time. Comic Relief tell us that 
this will be a first, no one has ever thought of such a thing before!

This is how we see it at the moment – although things might change 
at the first meeting depending on what people want. It will be thematic 
with the reading matter chosen, more often than not, from the world of 
humour. The books read could be either funny or serious – but usually 
with the same underlying theme. There is a huge variety of choice. Hu-
mour is part of all our DNA with laughter translating into any language. 
“Something funny” varies from person to person, country to country, 
religion to religion.  It makes the world go round and as Charlie Chaplin  
said…..”The most wasted of all days is one without humour”.  

At the same time we thought it would be good to raise money for 
“Comic Relief ”.  Nothing too onerous – just a very small donation 
at each meeting which will add up over the year and be an additional 
contribution to that  raised by our villages (£1180 was raised in 2011). 
Meetings perhaps every 4-6 weeks and we are advised that the best number 
of people is between 8-12.

So what do you think? If you are interested please do contact us. It 
should be such fun with everyone a winner – us and Comic Relief.  

Patrick Forbes (01462 742015, fool1@patrickforbes.plus.com): Mi-
chael Baim (01767 315094, penguinbaim@gmail.com).

Co-founders of L.A.U.G.H. (the Ludicrous Association for Universal 
Gags and Humour).

George’s Bike ride for JDRF
Hello my name is George Tookey, I 

am nine years old and this is my sister 
Isla.  She is six years old and has had Type 
One diabetes since she was three. Type 
One diabetes is horrible and Isla has to 
have lots and lots of blood tests on her 
fingers every day and wears an insulin 
pump all the time, even in bed.  Some-
times she feels really poorly if her blood 
sugars are either too high or too low.  

I am doing a bike ride from my 
house to Bedford and back, which is 
about 15 miles, to raise some money 

for Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.  JDRF are trying to find a 
cure for Type One diabetes for Isla and lots of children like her so that 
they can lead a life without constant blood tests and injections or having 
to wear an insulin pump. My sister annoys me sometimes but I would 
love it if she didn’t have Type One diabetes.

If you would like to sponsor George, please go to www.tookey.me

Village Hall Spring Clean
If you use the village hall regularly or don’t use the village hall but 

are keen to keep it an attractive venue for hirers, you might be thinking 
that the hall could do with a spring clean.  Come along for 1 hour on 
Saturday April 20th at 11am to give the hall a thorough clean.  Light 
refreshment and nibbles for helpers afterwards.
Victoria Scales

Why not buy a Fair Trade milk choco-
late egg this Easter?  Out of the 80 million 
Easter eggs sold in the UK every year, the 
Real Easter egg is the only one that tells the 
Easter story. It is Fair Trade and donates 
money to charity as a sign of hope and new 
life.  I have a limited number for sale at 
£3.99.  For more information visit www.
meaningfulchocolate.co.uk
Betty Thorn 01462 742858

Coffee morning, bazaar and lunch
Friday March 15th is Red Nose Day and at 10 am there will be a 

coffee morning, a bazaar with stalls and a raffle followed by a Red Nose 
soup lunch from 12.30 pm until 2 pm, all in Hinxworth Village Hall. 

We need helpers, cake bakers to bake, cds and dvds and plants and 
books to sell as well as raffle prizes. If you can help in any way, please 
contact Patrick Forbes on 01462 742015.

Celebrate Easter
 On Palm Sunday March 24th 

we will be walking from Hinxworth 
Village Hall at 9 am to St Nicholas 
Church, we hope in the company 
of a well known local donkey. St 
Vincent Newnham will have their 
Palm Sunday service at 9.30 am.

On Good Friday a light lunch 
will be served at 12 pm in St 
Nicholas Church followed by 
words and music for Good Friday 
at 1 pm.

On Easter Day, March 31st 
there will be a Parish Communion 
service at 9.15 am at St Nicholas, 
Hinxworth, and a Holy Commun-
ion service at St Vincent Newnham 
at 9.30 am.



Free to a Local Home
HP Photosmart, C4180, All-In-One Printer - Scanner - Copier. Works 
perfectly. Contact Annie or Steve on 01462 742650.

Latest Broadband News
Over 9,000 said yes!  The Connected Counties campaign aims to 

capture interest and demand for next generation broadband in Bucks 
and Herts. They will share this with suppliers and influence the location 
of superfast broadband, bringing fibre to areas where the need is greatest.

Since the last issue of this newsletter, another 3,000 registrations have 
been added; now over 9,000 people have registered their interest for 
superfast broadband. The number is rising daily but we still need more!  
If you haven’t already registered, as a home user or a business, you can 
do so online; it only takes a few minutes! For more information and to 
register your support please visit: www.superfastforherts.org.

The team have now begun the formal process to select a supplier.  
Broadband suppliers are expected to submit bids in April, which will 
detail their approach to delivering enhanced broadband to over 115,000 
premises in Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire.  Following a period of 
evaluation, they expect to award the contract in May, with works start-
ing this summer and continuing until 2015. More detail relating to the 
where and when will be available in summer 2013.

If you haven’t already done so please register as soon as possible.
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to Hinxworth Parish Council

Hinxworth Archery Club news
Hinxworth Archery Club now has a new active website which will 

be more accessible for those in the village and elsewhere who wish to 
keep abreast of events and activities at the club. The new address is www.
hinxwortharchers.org.  The site will be updated regularly and our aim is 
to make it interesting with a fresher feel and to give more information 
about archery.
David Osmond

Life changes for Deborah
Since moving into the village just over a year ago now I wanted to 

share with you how welcome both Colin and I have been made to feel 
and how much we have enjoyed becoming involved in village life. Colin 
has joined the village hall committee, helps ring the bells on a Sunday 
and delivers  Village Voice to New Inn Road.  Unfortunately due to work 
commitments I was unable to get so involved. I have recently, however, 
experienced a life changing event, have a bit more time on my hands 
and witnessed first hand much support  from you all. I have started to 
write a blog, with thanks from the excellent teaching skills received from 
Victoria Scales. So far it has had over 6,000 views so please do have a read 
as your comments would be much appreciated. You just need to copy 
this link into your search engine: mymyelomajourney.wordpress.com.  

scarves cheer cancer patients
You will see on there that due to my changes in circumstances I have 
started on quite a few new ventures and would  like to put out an appeal 
for my fundraising activity “Especially for You” for Macmillan Care. I 
am collecting new scarves or hats that I am bagging up with love, hope 
and positive vibes and presenting them to the Macmillan Cancer Centre 
which I regularly attend in London. They will give these away in return 
for a small donation towards their centre.  I can also accept second hand 
scarves which I will sell at my new Village Secret events (It’s all in the 
blog) and give 100% of the profits from the scarves to the charity.  If 
there are any knitters or crocheters out there I have some great patterns 
for hats to keep hair loss victims warm that can go into my bags. So please 
do have a think and drop me a line on the blog or email me at deborah.
bone@mac.com. If you do have any scarves or hats please feel free to drop 
them off at Place Farm on the New Inn Road just opposite Glebe Farm.

Thank you so much in anticipation.
Deborah Bone

Friends of Ashwell Museum events 2013
We have put together a variety of activities for the year which we hope 

will be well supported by everyone and all are listed here. However we 
would like to emphasise the ongoing archaeological activities run by the 
Museum which will be reported separately.  These inevitably will lead 
to other events/meetings during the year so please support these as well.

outings to Colchester and the British Museum
Coach trip to Colchester Thursday March 21st.  We leave Ashwell 

Post Office at 9am and Colchester at 4pm.  Our dropping off point 
will be the centre of Colchester and as there are many attractions in the 
centre this will give anyone joining us many choices for an enjoyable 
day out. Cost £16.

Coach trip to the British Museum, London Monday 17th June.  Leav-
ing Ashwell Post Office at 9am and the British Museum at 4pm.  We have 
booked tickets for the ‘Life and Death in Pompeii and Herculaneum’ 
Exhibition which are being sold on a first come first served basis. Cost 
£24, including ticket.  £16 coach only

Sunday 22nd September to London, Open House weekend.  Leaving 
Ashwell Post Office 9am and London 4pm.  Cost £17.

Other events:  Monday 4th March Friends AGM at Ashwell School 
8pm.  Our Speaker will be Angus Wainwright Archaeologist from the 
National Trust, Wimpole Park, ‘Evictions and Beautifications: A Story 
of a Landscape’.  Admisssion is free and all are welcome.

Wednesday 17th April  URC Hall 8pm.  A Talk by Hugh Davies 
from Bletchley Park.  Tickets will be available from Ashwell Post Office 
in March and will cost £5.  

 For further information and booking coach trips, please contact  
Karen Mills 01462 742155 or Hilary Masham 01462 742416. 

Happy 76th Birthday, WI!
Thursday February 14th saw the 76th Birthday of Hinxworth and 

Edworth WI.  It was celebrated by the members in quite an understated 
way, being one of the intermediate birthdays.

The evening started with a welcome by our president Heidi Mason. 
Then with a glass of wine and nibbles, she told us of the competition 
which was to guess the year of the wedding from wedding photographs 
that the members had brought in.  

Our speaker for the evening was Fran Saltmarsh, whose talk was en-
titled “Here comes the Bride”.  She had a selection of slides of wedding 
dresses through the ages, which came in all shapes and sizes.  Some of 
them were beautifully embroidered.  She then showed us actual wedding 
dresses that she had collected from her family, which were all very differ-
ent.  After Fran’s talk, Heidi cut the Birthday Cake and the result of the 
competition was announced.  The winner was Viv Hughes.
Carol Cheney

Hinxworth Nature Diary
Although winter still grips hard in March, milder days show the un-

mistakeable signs of spring. Trees and bushes begin to bud and the floors of 
woodland show a multitude of green shoots. The snowdrops begin to fade, 
but our gardens show a blaze of colour from crocuses and then daffodils.

listen for the skylark
Already February saw a frenzy of activity from the birds as they respond 
to the greater amount of light and length of day. All through March, 
robins sing from their vantage points and great tits call powerfully from 
the treetops. All are pairing off and selecting their nesting sites for the 
coming breeding season. Watch out for the soaring display flights of 
woodpigeons as they flap up into the air and then glide in descent, and 
listen for their unmistakeable soothing song. In the surrounding fields 
the sound of the skylark is everywhere. Anonymous and silent in winter, 
these birds are the essence of the British spring. A pair will select a nest 
site on the ground in the open field to lay their eggs and the male sings 
mightily to proclaim his territory to his surrounding rivals. Each flight 
song lasts many minutes as the male climbs higher and higher into the 
sky and then returns to the earth in a slow, parachuting fall.
Emile Warder

Happy Easter to all our readers



March 2nd Quiz Night, Hinxworth Village Hall, 7.30pm
March 2nd Ashwell Guides Big Brew, Ashwell Parish Rooms, 10am see page 4
March 4th Pilates class 11am-12pm, Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 3
March 4th Ashwell Museum Friends AGM, Ashwell School, 8pm, see page 2
March 4th Zumba class, Hinxworth Village Hall 6pm
March 6th Pilates class 6-7pm, Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 3
March 15th Soup lunch Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 1
March 21st Ashwell Museum Colchester trip 9am, see page 2
April 4th Hinxworth Parish Council AGM Village Hall
April 17th Ashwell Museum talk URC Hall 8pm, see page 2
April 20th Village Hall Spring clean 11am Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 1
June 8th Charity Summer Baby Ball, Hinxworth Village Hall, see page 3
June 17th Ashwell Museum British Museum trip 9am, see page 2
June 30th Newnham Church Lunch
July 6th Casino Night, see page 3
July 24th Village Outing Harlaxton Manor 9am see page 4
September 22nd Ashwell Museum trip to London, 9am, see page 2
October 13th Friday Funny Factory Lunch, see page 4
November 23rd Village Supper
November 30th Christmas Bazaar 11am - 1pm

Dates for your diary

Hinxworth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of Hinxworth Parish Council on Thursday 7th 

February 2013.  Present: Mr L. Whitfield, Chairman, Mr D.Osmond, Mr  
E. Sore, Mr P. Watler, Mrs W. Kitchener, Clerk.  Apologies: Mr A. Cullen.

Annual Accounts 2011/2012 Risk Assessment:  The Councillors 
agreed the Hinxworth Parish Council Risk Assessment  document. 

Planning: Application 13/0012/1H12 Mole End, The Close, 
Hinxworth. The Councillors agreed unanimously to “no objection” to the 
application.  Application 13/0133/1HH 8, New Inn Road, Hinxworth. 
The Councillors agreed unanimously to “no objection” to the application. 

Highways:  Hinxworth Area: The Chairman is to contact Tony 
Hunter with all the details of the outstanding items still not resolved by 
Hertfordshire Highways since September 2012.   Edworth Road: Richard 
Floyd (Clerk to Edworth Parish Meeting) is to be asked to contact Bed-
fordshire Highways regarding potholes in the Hinxworth/Edworth road. 

Recreation Ground: Childrens Play Area Annual Inspection and Risk 
Assessment. It is not clear from the report what type of latch is required 
for the entrance gate. 

The Allotments: Insurance: HAG Members are to be reminded they 
should have each have insurance cover for all goods and personal property 
held on the allotment area.

AGM Date:  April 4th 2103.   Date of the next meeting: Thursday 
March 7th 2013 at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall. 
Wendy Kitchener Clerk to Hinxworth Parish Council   

Village Supper
Entertainment needed! 23rd November.   Please contact Victoria  

Scales on 01462 742505

Christmas Bazaar
30th November, 11am to 1pm.  Tea, Coffee and Cake, a visit from 

Father Christmas and tables with goods to buy.  Please contact Victoria 
on 01462 742505 to book a stall.

Casino night
6th July 2013.  Three tables of Poker, Black-Jack and Roulette.  Even-

ing dress black tie. £15.00 a ticket to include food. Tickets are now on 
sale.  Please phone Jan Raynham on 01462 742258, or call in at Ogles, 
Hinxworth High Street.Thanks.
Jan Raynham

Race Night wins £1540
Over eighty people came to the Three Horseshoes for a night at the 

races on the 16th February.  The evening was a great success with fantastic 
prizes won along with some big winnings on the tote.  There was a lively 
atmosphere in the pub with lots of generous donations to the charity.  
We raised £1540 for the Oncology Unit at Addenbrookes. 

 Amy Chandradass from the Day Unit came along and joined us 
on the night.  We then presented a cheque to Dr Palmer, Consultant 
Oncologist at Addenbrookes. This was gratefully accepted and will be 
put towards improving patient care.  

 Thank you to everyone who helped to make this a success - you all 
know who you are, your support is very much appreciated!
Barry Huber

Christmas Pudding bowls
If you had one of my puddings this Christmas please could I have 

the bowls back, or if you have any you don’t use, please could you send 
them my way. Thanks.
Sylvia Scales

Pilates comes to Hinxworth
Pilates will improve your posture, develop core strength, flexibility 

and tone your muscles. It is a safe and effective exercise method suitable 
for all ages that enables you to release tension, overcome stress and relax. 
Beginners welcome.

“In ten sessions you will feel the difference, in twenty sessions see the 
difference and in thirty you will have a whole new body” – Joseph Pilates

Mondays 11-12pm starting 4th March, Thursdays 6-7pm starting 
6th March.  £6 per class. Please bring a mat.  Hinxworth Village Hall.    
For more information call Neelam 07891 752906

Choose and Book comes to 
Ashwell Surgery Charity Summer Baby Ball

Saturday June 8th, Hinxworth Village Hall.  More details in April 
Village Voice.  Many Thanks.  
Debbie Hawthorne, Edworth

 When you need to make a hospital appointment after seeing your 
doctor, you can now do it electronically without having to wait for a doc-
tor’s letter to get to the hospital and receive a response, a process which 
can take weeks and may cough up an appointment which doesn’t suit you.

 “Choose and Book” is a new secure electronic service enabling pa-
tients to choose the hospital at which they would like to be seen, and 
book the appointment before leaving the surgery. “It’s function is to get 
you into your first outpatient’s appointment,” said Sandra Lees, explaining 
the system to patients at Ashwell Surgery on February 13th.

 Should you wish to take time to consider the options, your GP or 
other health professional will give you an appointment request letter, 
with your booking reference number, your NHS number and one or 
more hospitals or clinics. The letter also tells you how to book your ap-
pointment by phone on the appointments line 0345 60 88888, or on 
the internet at www.chooseandbook.nhs.uk

learn how to choose and book
 You will also be given a password which you will need to book or change 
your appointment. The appointment request letter will show you how to 
book, cancel or change your appointment. This password can be changed 
to something easier to remember by calling the appointments line 0345 
60 88888 or on line at www.chooseandbook.nhs.uk or by asking the 
member of the healthcare staff who referred you to change it for you.

 Doctor Caroline Russell said, “I love ‘choose and book’. You can 
discuss where the appointment will be, whether a bus will get the patient 
there on time.”  Sandra Lees told of talking to another patients’ group 
who had no idea the system existed and reported terrible problems with 
making hospital appointments.

 So use choose and book. It has to make sense to be seen as soon as 
possible, thus shortening waiting times before treatment.
Patrick Forbes

Come to Zumba at the village hall, Monday 
4th March 6pm



  Church Services
March 3rd 10.15am Family Service St. Nicholas, Hinxworth 
March 10th 9.15 am Mothering Sunday Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas,
           Hinxworth
March 17th  9.15 am Parish Eucharist St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
March 24th 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
                    9.30 Holy Communion, St Vincent, Newnham
March 29th 12 pm light lunch St Nicholas, Hinxworth followed at           

            1 pm by words and music for Good Friday
March 31st 9.15 am Parish Eucharist, St. Nicholas, Hinxworth
               9.30 am Holy Communion St. Vincent Newnham

On the beat 
with PC 431 Paul Marina

Shed Alarms
Fit an alarm. If you have a house alarm, you 

should extend it to cover your garage. Otherwise, 
you can always invest in a simple battery-operated 
alarm to protect your shed, garage, caravan or 

Bedfordshire Police Contact
For readers in Edworth, in emergency dial 999, otherwise ring 01234 841212, 
Bedfordshire Police HQ switchboard,  manned around the clock.

paul.marina@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757924
chris.brabrook@herts.pnn.police.uk  01438 757935

Ring 101 if you have suffered a crime or need Police within a couple of 
hours. 999 for immediate response if you have just suffered a crime and 
for hare coursing.
PC 431 Paul Marina. North Herts Rural

beat surgery
The next surgery will be held in the Mobile Library, Bushel and Strike, 
Ashwell 1pm - 2.30pm Tuesday March 19th.

contact us

Please send all copy and pictures for April’s Village Voice to Annie Cullen, 1 
Christy’s Yard Hinxworth, Herts. SG7 5EH. E-mail to villagevoice3@gmail.
com by March 20th. Village Voice, published by Forbes Services Ltd,  can 
be read at www.hinxworth.info 

 Don’t miss copy deadline

Soup lunches in 2013
March 15th, April 12th, May 10th, June 14th, July 12th, August 

9th, September 13th, October 11th, November 8th, December 13th

boat. Most have a volume of around 130db and few burglars will be 
able to stay in the protected area for more than a few seconds. See PCSO 
Chris Brabrook, £8.00 each.

garage locks
If your garage has a rear door, fit it with a 5-lever mortise lock certified 
to BS 3621. Try to do the same for your shed, but if the door is not suit-
able, fit a “close-shackled” padlock instead and ensure that the fittings 
are bolted into the shed, not just screwed.

For garage rear doors, fit hinge-bolts in the back edge of the door. 
These prevent a thief from opening it by removing the hinges.

stolen iPad recovered
An iPad stolen from a home in Hertfordshire on Monday 12th No-

vember was recovered after it was located using a tracking application 
installed on the device.

Hertfordshire Constabulary has been promoting the use of mobile 
device tracking apps to help combat thefts and recover stolen items. 
Police now have software to track suspected stolen mobiles with tracking 
apps installed, on behalf of the owners. On this occasion the device was 
tracked from a police station, by the victim working with police officers.

Neighbourhood Watch update
Police investigating a series of thirteen distraction burglaries across 

Hertfordshire, are releasing E-fit images of the suspects to help identify 
them. The incidents, which are believed to be linked, have occurred in 
Hitchin, Royston, Hemel Hempstead, Harpenden, Hatfield, Smallford, 
St Albans and Cuffley, since November. Incidents could also be occurring 
in Bedfordshire, Berkshire and as far afield as Lincolnshire.

It is believed two men are travelling the county, targeting older peo-
ple. In most incidents one of the men cons their way into the victim’s 
property by telling them that he is working on a neighbouring property, 
has burst a pipe and needs to check the victim’s water supply. The man 
then distracts the victim in the property whilst a second offender comes 
in and commits a burglary.  The offenders are described as two white 
men, with Irish accents, between the ages of 30 and 50. One man is said 
to have a very slim build and the second is said to be larger. 

operation manhunt
Detective Sergeant Mark Clawson from the specialist team, Operation 
Manhunt, said: “The victims’ ages have ranged from 77 to 93, and we 
know they target older people because they tend to keep larger amounts 
of cash at home, and will not be so suspicious of unannounced callers.
“These criminals are extremely convincing so if you open the door they 
will talk their way in. If you have older relatives or neighbours I would 
urge you to take some time to tell them not to open the door to anyone 
they aren’t expecting.

“If you can help us identify these men, please call police via the 
non-emergency number on 101. If you believe you see these men acting 
suspiciously, call police immediately via 999.”
Neighbourhood Watch

Village Outing
Wednesday 24th July 2013 to Harlaxton Manor, Grantham. Leaving 

the village at 9am. Approximate cost £25 per head.  Email Sylvia on 
sylviamedia@gmail.com or phone 01462 742505 to book your place. 
£10 deposit please per place booked.

Wanted!
Enthusiastic people to join the Hinxworth and Edworth Village Hall 

Management Committee.  
We need people with ideas, to help organise events and participate 

in the general running of the hall.  Not nearly so onerous as it sounds, 
you’d be surprised how much fun and how rewarding this can be.  Please 
help our hall and village to thrive by joining us.

Calling Edworth residents too, this is your hall too and we need 
your help!

Give me a call on 01462 742505 or come along to our AGM on 4th 
April in the Village Hall at 7:30.  Thank you
Sylvia Scales

Keep the date free!
The Friday Funny Factory is delighted to announce its first “annual” 

Friday Funny Factory Jokes Lunch to be held on Sunday October 13th 
at the Village Hall. Profits will be in  aid of our local community.  Please 
put the date in your diary. More information will follow. If you want to 
know more or reserve tickets early please contact Michael Baim at the 
Friday Funny Factory - 01767 315094 or penguinbaim@gmail.com.

Ashwell Guides Big Brew
1st Ashwell Guides is hosting a Traidcraft ‘Big Brew’ in sup-
port of Fairtrade Fortnight!  2nd March from 10am – 12pm 
at St. Mary’s Parish Rooms, Ashwell.  Come and enjoy a 
cup of fairtrade tea or coffee, squash, biscuits and cookies!  
Find out more about fairtrade.  There will be produce and 

beautiful gifts from Traidcraft. Buy Home-made Mother’s Day gifts and cakes.
Sue Long

Cleaner Wanted
To clean village hall for 1 hour once a week – for more information 

please contact Sylvia on 01462 742505.


